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Community-wide program begins 
October 14 at the Siegel JCC 

Look for details (not available at press time) in 
AKSE, JCC, and JFD email newsletters. 
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GET READY FOR AN EXCITING YEAR OF EVENTS AT AKSE. 
Add these AKSE events to your personal calendar.  
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

David & Susan Epstein, Co-Presidents 

Jonathan Jaffe, Executive VP 

Alan Bleier, VP Facilities  

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Martin Cohn, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

 Lidia Ini, Secretary 

Alan Bleier,  Menôs Club President 
 
 

Dianne Seidel & Sylvia Wagman, 
 

Sisterhood Advisors 
 

Amy Tursky, Librarian 
 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Rachel Liba Taylor 

Office Administrator 
 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Co-Presidentsô Message  

Presidentôs High Holiday Appeal 2026 
 
 
I got a phone call last week from Peter Grumbacher. I know 
Rabbi Grumbacher pretty well, since I grew up at Congregation 
Beth Emeth when he was their assistant Rabbi. Also, back in 
the 1970ôs, Peter and Susie bought the house across the street 
from my parentsô house in North Hills. Their three kids were in 
my mother Aliceôs kitchen all the time. When grandchildren 
appeared in Susie and Peterôs lives, my father Bennett loaned 
them my old high chair from when I was a toddler, and the 
Grumbachers were happy to have it. 
 
So, when Susie and Peter heard that my daughter Hannah had 
delivered a healthy son Avi last month, Peter called me up to 
ask me if I wanted my high chair 
back for my grandson. Of course I 
said yes, and we made 
arrangements, and then we got to 
talking. I told Peter that I was 
happy that he could join us for the 
Selichot concert that Cantor Yossi 
had put on, which he said he 
enjoyed very much. But then he 
made an unrelated  and unsolicited 
comment, and this is why Iôm 
telling you this story. He said, 
ñDavid, I have to tell you that Iôve 
always been so impressed with the 
AKSE Congregation. Adas 
Kodesch has always struck me as 
the warmest and most welcoming 
congregation in town.ò 
 
Now that is a really nice compliment, isnôt it? Especially coming 
from a person with roots in a different congregation. But 
honestly, I completely agree with Peter. You all - we all - make 
up one of the warmest and most welcoming communities that I 
could ask to be part of. Susan said the same thing when we 
started dating, that she had chosen AKSE and felt strongly 
about staying, because she had found Adas Kodesch to be, far 
and away, the warmest and most welcoming congregation in 
town. Thatôs exactly why Iôm here. 
 
So, yes, this is a warm and welcoming community. But Adas 
Kodesch is also an institution, with almost a century and a half 
of history. This institution, like any institution, has a structure, an 
organization, rules and procedures that must be maintained. 
Our warm community exists because of the institution.  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who helped make 
our High Holiday services so meaningful and successful this year. The 
care, energy, dedication, and love that went into every detail were truly 
remarkable. 
 

From those who helped set up the sanctuary at the JCC and welcomed 
people at the door, to those who led prayers, served as Gabbaim, and 
helped distribute honors; from everyone who organized and sponsored our 
Rosh Hashanah dinner, prepared and served food, and served as ushers, 
to all those who contributed in countless other waysðyour participation helped create the 
beauty, joy, warmth, and, most importantly, the sense of community that made these High 
Holidays so special. 
 

A very special thank you to Cantor Yossi Desser for leading us in song and dance; to Bob 
Weiner and David Epstein for leading our choir; and to the entire AKSE Choir for filling our 
services with such wonderful ruach and bringing our prayers to life through song. 
 

So far, I have heard overwhelmingly positive feedback about our High Holiday services, and I 
would love to hear from all of you as well. Please feel free to share your thoughts, suggestions, 
or feedback with me or Vivian Goldberg. Your input is greatly appreciated and helps us continue 
to strengthen our community and make our services even more meaningful. 
 

As we transition from the intensity and reflection of the Yamim Noraim into the joy of Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah, we are delighted to continue celebrating together. We invite everyone to join us 
for the grand finale ï the joyous dancing with the Torah on Simchat Torah! 
 

Wishing you and your families a Chag Sameach, filled with joy, peace, and continued blessings. 
 
Chag Sameach! 

Rabbi Abe 

 

RITUAL COMMITTEE UPDATE ð WOMENôS ROLES 
 
The Ritual Committee has met several times this past year to discuss how we as a traditional 
Synagogue could expand, within the framework of Halacha, women's participation in our 
services. 
 
After studying several sources presented by Rabbi Abe, we have concluded that women 
may partake in opening and closing the ark, including taking out the Torah, performing 
the functions of Hagbah and Gelilah (raising and dressing the Torah), and leading the 
closing prayers. 
 
Your feedback is very important to us. Please share your thoughts with Rabbi Abe or our Ritual 
Committee Chair, Vivian Goldberg. 
 
(PLEASE NOTE: At our periodic Partnership Minyanim, women also chant Torah and Haftorah, 
receive Aliyot and lead the Torah service.) 
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 TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 
 

Shabbat Services 10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 10/31 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(10/10 at 6:15 PM; 10/17,10/24 at 6:00 PM;10/31 at 5:45 PM) 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29)  
Shacharit with Torah reading 
 

Shemini Atzeret, Simchat Torah ServicesñSee the schedule on page 5.  
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

 10/3 Howard Stromwasser  
 10/4 AKSE Men & Women 
10/10 Rabbi Abe 

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
3:30 PM in the Gameesh Room  

 

Here are the dates: October 6, 13, 20, 27 

CALLING ALL OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  
October 10. All those with these October celebrations will 

receive a special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 
including ice cream cake and more.  

October 10    Scott Slomowitz    Bereishit 

 

Sunday, 10/11 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH CHESHVAN) 

Monday, 10/12 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH CHESHVAN) 

Wednesday, 10/28 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

 10/17 Rabbi Abe     
10/24 Howard Stromwasser 
10/31 Rabbi Abe & Daniel Berlin                        

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362
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AKSEôS PARTNERSHIP WITH PROJECT ZUG 
ENDS ON OCT. 26 

 

On October 26, 2026, the partnership agreement with Project Zug 
will end, and the courses will no longer be free for AKSE members. 
After this date, anyone is still welcome to take these courses as a 
member of the general public for as little as $36 a course. 
 

As long as you register for a course prior to the end date, you can 
still enjoy the lessons after the expiration date. Any courses on 
your dashboard are yours to keep. 
 

Remember, there are over 50 courses from which you may select. All are free for you now 
until October 26. Recent email newsletters have links to the Project Zug website. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Michele Weiner at michele.weiner222@gmail.com. 

 

CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT 
Thursday October 1 

Shacharit                                              9:00 AM 
 

HOSHANAH RABBAH 
Friday, October 2 

Shacharit                                               9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv                                      6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting                                    6:25 PM 
   

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Saturday, October 3 

Shacharit                                                9:00 AM 
Yizkor Memorial Service                    10:45 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv                                    6:00 PM 
Hakafot                                                 6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting after                           7:21 PM 

             
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Sunday, October 4 

PARTNERSHIP MINYAN 
Shacharit                                                 9:00 AM 
Hakafot                                                 10:00 AM 
Torah Reading                                    10:30 AM 
Light lunch following services sponsored by 
Rabbi Abe in honor of Arielôs birthday 

Mincha/Maôariv                                       6:20 PM 
Havdallah                                              7:20 PM 

Celebrate the culmination of the holiday season with us! 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club) meets monthly 
via Zoom.  The members are at different levels of Hebrew 
ability, and we help each other. New people are 
welcome. L'hitraot!  
 

The next meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 4 PM. See 
Zoom connection info on page 4. 

The Thursday morning Any Level Hebrew/Chumash Class 
is on hiatus because of medical reasons. A resumption date will be 

announced in a few weeks. 

mailto:michele.weiner222@gmail.com
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Now maintaining this organization comes with a cost. It comes with a cost of time and effort, and it 
also comes with a financial cost. Max Rosenberg keeps track of operational finances, and Jeff Seidel 
keeps track of dues (thank you!). They tell us that our congregants are generally very good about 
paying their dues. We really thank you for being so diligent. But dues pay for only about a quarter of 
the cost of running the synagogue. 
  
Thatôs partly because our membership, though growing, is still smaller than it was many years ago. 
But itôs also because most of our congregants now fall into one or another dues category with a 
discounted dues schedule, for a number of quite legitimate reasons. 
 
That means that our income, the money that pays for the cost of running this institutionéthat income 
must come from other sources. We receive a generous contribution from the Cohen Foundation, and 
I want to acknowledge our gratitude to them for their continuous support of our synagogue. And 
much of our annual income comes from investment income ï thank you Marty Zukoff ï which is fine 
as long as the stock market holds up. But a lot of that additional income comes from you, our 
congregants, in the form of voluntary contributions. 
 
There are a number of avenues that our congregants all use to contribute extra money to our 
synagogue around the year ï the Circle Club dues program, the Yizkor book, and on down the list. 
But right now, Iôd like each of you, each family, to think specifically about this yearôs High Holiday 
appeal, the envelope that you have in your hands right now (or will be mailed to you). The High 
Holiday Appeal historically pays for about 5% of our annual budget. We would really like to increase 
that number.  
 
So: please take a moment, and consider if you can find a way to increase your pledge from last year, 
of course without hurting your own personal finances. If youôve never participated in the High Holiday 
appeal before, maybe this is the year to join that tradition, if you can. Fold down a tab, or more than 
one! And take this opportunity to support your synagogue and ensure its continuing success. 
 
My old high chair still exists because of institutions ï in the case of my old high chair, the institutions 
of well built North Wilmington houses and the institution of stable families. Without those institutions, 
my old high chair would probably be buried in a landfill. It certainly wouldnôt be in my hands now. 
Adas Kodesch, as a congregation and as an institution, deserves and needs our ongoing support. 
Please join Susan and me in supporting our institution and our community of Adas Kodesch, with a 
generous pledge. Thank you, and Shana Tova to each of you. 
 

 

Kol Tuv,  

David Epstein 

(Continued from page 2) Presidentôs High Holiday Appeal 
 

Burial of Sacred Texts at Beth Emeth Memorial Park   
Sunday, October 11, Dropoff 9 to 11:30 AM, Service at Noon    

  

     Beth Emeth Memorial Park invites you to bring religious texts that you wish to be 
buried at the cemetery. Rabbi Peter H. Grumbacher will lead a short service at noon for 
the burial of the texts. You will be directed to drive to the drop-off location within the 
cemetery. In the event of rain, an alternate date will be selected. For questions, please 
contact the cemetery office at 302-764-2393. Cemetery Address:  1220 Faulkland Rd., 
Wilmington, DE 19805. 
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https://crowdfund.afmda.org/p2p-campaign/honor-the-memory-of-lou-and-faith-brown-by-sponsoring-an-aed-smartbox/
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Sisterhood News 
  

A SWEET THANK YOU!!! 
 

Thanks all our congregants who participated in our honey fundraiser. 
Aside from being a fundraiser, this project reached out with a sweet jar of 
honey to every congregant. Thank you to the 20 families who sent 172 
individual jars to friends and family and to the 34 members of our AKSE 
family listed below who, along with Sisterhood, helped send a jar to every 
member. You helped us to raise close to $3400!  

Harriet Ainbinder 

Judy & Howard Berlin 

Alan Bleier 

Emma Brown & Nicholas Johnson 

Edina Buzgon 

Cabelli Family 

Lorraine & Martin Cohn 

Barbara & Neal Cohn 

Lena & John Elzufon 

Susan & David Epstein 

Phyllis E. Feibus 

Shirley Fisch 

Vivian & Alan Goldberg 

Cindy Goldstein & Jonathan Jaffe 

Laney Gordon 

Donna & Jonathan Hoffman 

Lidia & Avi Ini 

Rhonda & Jim Lehr 

Amy & Michael Leviton 

Mollie (Epstein) & Ron Makar 

The Moss Family 

Rabbi Abe & Ariel Rabinovich 

Sandy Rosen & Maurice Linett 

Judi & Max Rosenberg 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel and Family 

Wendy & Phil Shlossman 

Scott Slomowitz 

Deborah & Howard Stromwasser 

Rachel Liba Taylor 

Gail & Gene Tolpin 

Amy & Steve Tursky 

Sylvia & Mark Wagman 

Marty and Ed Zukoff 

Deb & Mel Zussman 

 

Thank you to our 53 Sisterhood members who sent 
in their dues payment as well as to the following for 
their contributions to Sisterhood! 
 
Faye Bakovsky (in honor of Avi Iniôs Birthday) 
Art Cohen Marsha Golden 
Eileen Cohen  Barbara Schoenberg 
Rachel Epstein                Rachel Liba Taylor 
Ellen Feingold                   Eleanor Weinglass  
Michelle Glazier 

Thank you to 
Sisterhood! 

 
 

Rhonda Shulman 
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                   1      
CHOL HAMOED 
SUKKOT 
Shacharit 9 am 

 
  

                 2        
HOSHANAH 
RABBAH 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                    3 
SHEMINI ATZERET 
Shacharit 9 am 
Yizkor 10:45 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv 6 pm 
Hakafot    
6:30 pm 
 

 
 
 

                                  4 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Shacharit 9 am 
Hakafot  10 am 
PARTNERSHIP 
MINYAN 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
6:20 pm 
Havdallah  7:20 pm 

                 5 
 

                 6 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

                   7 
 

 
 
 

                   8             

 
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 

                      9 
 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

 

 

                            10 
Parshat Bereishit 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/ 
Maôariv 6:15 pm 
Havdallah  7:11 pm 
 
 

               11 
ROSH CHODESH 
Shacharit 9 am 
via Zoom 

               12 
ROSH CHODESH 
Shacharit 8 am 
via Zoom 

                         13 
 

 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 

 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 
 

                 14 
 
 
 
 
Jewish Life and 
Learning begins at 
the Siegel JCC 

                          15 
 
 
 Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 

                   16 
 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 

                          17                 
Parshat Noach 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

 
Mincha/Maôariv  
6:00 pm 
Havdallah  
7:01 pm 
 
 

               18 
 

                   19 
 

                20 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 

                 21   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                          22 
 
Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 amé...  
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 
 
 

                        23 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                  24 
Parshat Lech Lecha 
Shacharit 9 am  
  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
6:00 pm 
Havdallah  
6:51 pm 
 
 
 

                         25 
 

                          
 

                    
                     
                                               

                          26 
 
 
 
 

                 

                    27  
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 

                      28 
 
 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm via Zoom 

                  29                 30                    31 
 
                                      
                                                                                                                                              
                     

     
     

17 CHESHVAN 

7 CHESHVAN 9 CHESHVAN 

27 TISHREI 26 TISHREI 

22 TISHREI 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 CHESHVAN 

 13 CHESHVAN 8 CHESHVAN 

6 CHESHVAN 30 TISHREI 

 11 CHESHVAN 

2 CHESHVAN 3 CHESHVAN 1 CHESHVAN 5 CHESHVAN 

12 CHESHVAN 

23 TISHREI 29 TISHREI 24 TISHREI 28 TISHREI 25 TISHREI 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

OCT  2 

OCT  9 

OCT  16 

OCT  23 

OCT 30 

6:25 pm 

6:13 pm 

6:03 pm 

5:53 pm 

5:44 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

14 CHESHVAN 16 CHESHVAN 

10 CHESHVAN 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

 
Havdallah  

 

 OCT 3 

 OCT 10 

 OCT 17 

 OCT 24  

OCT 31 

 6:00 pm 

6:15 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

5:45 pm 

 

7:11 pm 

7:01 pm 

6:51 pm 

6:43 pm 

19 CHESHVAN 

20 TISHREI 

18 CHESHVAN 

Parshat Vayeira 
Shacharit 9 am  
  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
5:45 pm 
Havdallah  
6:43 pm 

20 CHESHVAN 

21 TISHREI 

15 CHESHVAN 

Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 am 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn 
Class 
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Yossi Desser, our High Holiday Cantor, kicked off the holiday season 
with a rousing Selichot concert and service 

Saturday, September 5 
 

Photos by Jonathan Jaffe and Sylvia Wagman 
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We all enjoyed the HH 
services at the JCC. In addition 
to the efforts of Rabbi Abe, 
Cantor Yossi, Scott Slomowitz, 
HH choir, and others, people in 
work clothes on a hot Sept 10 
day had to move many things 
to the JCC. Thank you to (from 
left to right) Lidia Ini, Michael 
Cabelli, Alan Bleier, Mark 
Wagman, Brad Glazier, Martin 
Cohn, Neil Cohn, Max 
Rosenberg, and Jonathan 
Hoffman. Not shown are Mel 
Zussman and Paul Gottesman. 
The group was too busy and it 
was too hot to get everyone to 
stand together for a group 
photo.  

Photo by Jonathan Jaffe 

ñIt takes a villageò to deliver an inspiring High Holidays 

AKSE MENôS HIGH HOLIDAY CHOIR 
From left to right: Neal Cohn, Art Cohen, Mark Wagman, Steve Tursky, Michael Cabelli, Rabbi Abe, 
Cantor Yossi, Neil Lattin, David Epstein, Bob Weiner, Eric Levin, Martin Cohn.   Photo by David Epstein 
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Construction: Mel Zussman, Wayne Geller, Martin Cohn, Jonathan Hoffman, and David Epstein.  
Photos provided by David Epstein. 
Decoration: Sylvia and Mark Wagman  Photo by Mark Wagman 

Constructing and Decorating the AKSE Sukkah 

A HUGE TODAH RABAH TO OUR REBBETZIN ARIEL 
 

for again coordinating a beautiful dinner for the first night of Rosh 
Hashanah! You went out of the way to accommodate everyone for 
such a popular event. What a lovely way to start off the New Year! 

 
We also thank dinner sponsors Alan Bleier, Barbara & Neal Cohn, 
Lena & John Elzufon, Phyllis Feibus, Vivian & Alan Goldberg, 

Jonathan Hoffman, Dianne & Jeff Seidel, Rachel Liba Taylor, Gail & 
Eugene Tolpin, and Marty Zukoff, who helped enable this beautiful 
and delicious celebration. And thank you to Susan Epstein for baking 

all the beautiful and delicious challot. 


