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AKSE 2025ï2026 Rabbi's Annual Report 

Shalom AKSE Members and Friends, 

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to our Co-
Presidents, David and Susan Epstein, for their leadership and for meeting with 
me regularly throughout the year. I also thank our Board of Directors for their 
ongoing guidance and support, as well as our Vice Presidents, Ritual 
Committee, Sisterhood, Men's Club, and all of you for being such dedicated 
partners in helping make this past year at AKSE a tremendous success. 

This past year at AKSE has been filled with meaningful experiences and 
memorable moments. I feel truly blessed by the many opportunities to embrace, engage, and enrich 
the lives of so many members of our congregation as your spiritual leader. 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

State of the Synagogue 2026 

David Epstein, AKSE Co-President 

Susan and I are pleased by the state of our Synagogue and our Congregation. Our community is 
very active, and our members are very engaged with each other and with their Jewishness. 

¶ Weekly services continue to be remarkably well attended, and many congregants are integrally 
involved in running them each week. 

¶ The Torah Talk program organized by Harriet Ainbinder and Lisa Elliott continues to be a 
success and a pleasure. Our congregants show their skill and their passion, with one engaging 
and joyful DôVar after another. 

(Continued on page 13) 

 
Time to 
order Rosh 
Hashanah 
honey 
greetings 
(pages 6 
and 7) 
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D'var Torah for AKSE's Annual Meeting on June 16 

Adapted from my sermon delivered on Shabbat, with additional 
reflections for our Annual Meeting 

Sh'lach 5786 "Yes We Can Can" 

By Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D. 

 

ñTogether, with G-d's help, we can accomplish far 
more than we ever imagined possible.ò 
 

Dear Friends, 

As we read this week's parashah, an important question 
emerges: Why was G-d so angry with the spies? After all, they 
were sent to do exactly what Moshe asked of them. He 
instructed them to investigate the landðto determine whether its 
inhabitants were strong or weak, whether its cities were fortified 
or open, and whether the land itself was fertile or barren. 

When they returned, they reported what they had seen. The 
land was indeed flowing with milk and honey. But the cities were 
fortified, and the people were strong. 

So what was their sin? The commentators have devoted 
considerable attention to this question over the centuries. 
Today, I would like to share my own perspective. The sin of the 
meraglim was not that they saw the obstacles. The sin of the 
meraglim was that they could no longer see beyond the 
obstacles. They looked at the challenges before them and 
concluded, "We cannot do it." They looked at the giants and 
forgot about G-d. They looked at the walls and forgot about the 
promise. They looked at the difficulties and lost faith in the 
future. 

Caleb saw the very same land. He saw the same giants. He saw 
the same fortified cities. Yet he reached a completely different 
conclusion:ˢˑ˪ ˍ̄˒ˮ ˢ̂˓̄  ñLet us go up." "Let us move forward." "Let 
us take possession of the land, for we can surely do it." 

The difference between Caleb and the spies was not what they 
saw. The difference was how they interpreted what they saw. 
One group saw challenges and surrendered. The other saw 
challenges and prepared to overcome them. 

That is a lesson we desperately need today. Every time I read 
Parashat Sh'lach, I am reminded of the classic song by the 
Pointer Sisters, "Yes We Can Can." The story of the meraglim is 
not merely a glimpse into the past. It feels remarkably relevant 
to the present moment. 

We are living through difficult times for the Jewish people. Israel 
faces enemies on multiple fronts. We hear threats from Iran. We 
see the dangers posed by Hezbollah and Hamas. We witness 
growing hostility toward Jews in many parts of the world. The 
challenges are real. We should never deny them. 
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Judaism does not ask us to close our eyes to reality. On the contrary, G-d Himself commanded 
Moshe to send the scouts. We are expected to gather facts, assess risks, and understand the 
challenges before us. But after we have done all that, we must never make the mistake of the 
meraglim. We must never allow fear to become despair. We must never allow challenges to 
convince us that success is impossible. 

The spies said, "We cannot." Caleb said, "We can." The spies saw only what stood in their way. 
Caleb saw what stood on the other side of the challenge. 

Perhaps one of the most remarkable lessons of modern Jewish history is how often the spirit of 
Caleb has prevailed. Since its founding, Israel has faced challenges that many believed were 
impossible to overcome. Surrounded by hostile neighbors, outnumbered in war, subjected to 
terrorism, missile attacks, and relentless threats, there have been many moments when others 
predicted failure. 

Yet time and again, Israel has demonstrated extraordinary resilience. The Jewish state has 
absorbed waves of immigrants from around the world, transformed deserts into thriving 
communities, built a vibrant democracy, become a global leader in innovation, and repeatedly 
defended itself against those who sought its destruction. This does not mean the challenges are not 
real. They are. But Israel's story reminds us that the lesson of Caleb is not merely an inspiring idea. 
It is a living reality. 

Again and again, the Jewish people have looked at enormous obstacles and refused to say, "We 
cannot." Again and again, they have answered with the words:ˢˑ˪ ˍ̄˒ˮ ˢ̂˓̄  We will rise. We will move 
forward. We will overcome. 

Moshe asked the spies, "Is the land good or bad?" But perhaps the deeper question of the parashah 
is not about the land at all. The land was what it was. The real question was: What kind of people 
would Israel become? A people who see challenges and retreat? Or a people who see challenges 
and rise to meet them? Every generation must answer that question for itself. 

May we answer it as Caleb did:ˢˑ˪ ˍ̄˒ˮ ˢ̂˓̄  Let us rise. Let us move forward. Let us overcome. My 
friends, every generation faces moments when it must decide whether to listen to the voice of the 
spiesðeven when they are the majorityðor to the voice of Caleb, even when he stands alone. The 
voice of the spies says: "The obstacles are too great." "The problems are too difficult." "The future is 
too uncertain." But the voice of Caleb says: "Move forward." "Do not surrender." "Do not lose hope." 
"With faith, courage, and determination, we can overcome." 

And this lesson applies not only to Israel. It applies to us as a congregation as well. As we 
gather for our Annual Meeting, it is natural to reflect honestly on both our challenges and our 
opportunities. From time to time, people tell me that because of the demographics of our 
community, because of our location, or because of broader trends affecting synagogues throughout 
North America, there is no realistic path for our congregation to grow and thrive. 

My response is simple. I see the challenges. I acknowledge the realities. I understand the 
obstacles. But I refuse to accept the conclusion that growth is impossible. That was the 
mistake of the meraglim. We are not called upon to deny our challenges. We are called upon 
to rise above them. Like Caleb, we must say:ˢˑ˪ ˍ̄˒ˮ ˢ̂˓̄  We will go up. We will move forward. We 
will build. We will grow. We will strengthen Jewish life. Together, with G-d's help, we can 
accomplish far more than we ever imagined possible. 

May we have the faith of Caleb, the courage of Caleb, and the vision of Caleb. And may we 
always remember that challenges are not barriers to our future; they are often the very path 
through which G-d calls us to reach it. 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 2) Rabbi Abeôs Dôvar Torah at the Annual Meeting 
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 TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JULY & AUGUST 
 

Shabbat Services Every Week 
FridayñMincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(7/4, 7/11, 7/18 at 8:15 PM; 7/25, 8/1 at 8:00 PM; 8/8 and 
8/15 at 7:45 PM; 8/22 at 7:30 PM; 8/29 at 7:15 PM. 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (7/9, 7/16, 7/30, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20, and 8/27)  
Shacharit with Torah reading 
 

Fast of 17 Tammuz (7/2ñFast begins at 3:46 AM and ends at 9:07 PM)  
7/2 at 9 AMñShacharit (study but no breakfast) 
7/2 at 7:30 PMñMincha 
 

Fast of Tisha BõAv (Fast begins at 8:24 PM 7/22 and ends at 8:55 PM 7/23) 
7/22 at 8 PMñMincha/Maõariv/Eicha/Kinot 
7/23 at 9 AMñShacharit/Kinot 
7/23 at 6:15 PMñDiscussion, 7:15 PM Mincha/Maõariv 
7/23 at 8:55 PMñend of fast, light Break Fast 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

 7/4  AKSE Men       7/25 Rabbi Abe         8/15 Rabbi Abe 
7/11 Rabbi Abe          8/1 AKSE Men        8/22 AKSE Men 
7/18 Rabbi Abe         8/8 Rabbi Abe           8/29 Rabbi Abe 

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
4 PM in the Gameesh Room (NOTE TIME CHANGE FOR THE SUMMER) 

 

Here are the dates: July 7,14,21,28; August 4,11,18,25 

Wednesday, 7/15 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh AV) 

Wednesday, 7/15 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Friday, 8/14 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh ELUL) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JULY, AUGUST 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362
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            PROJECT 
 
I have been given the task of collecting Torah Talks, with a view to compiling them into a 
booklet or making them available online. It is truly a shame to lose these gems, and I know 
most of them are hiding in your computers.  
 

We want to collect Torah Talks that have been delivered in the past, as well as new 
ones once they are delivered. Please send them to me, preferably as an attachment in 
an email in Word format.  
 

Thanks,  Harriet Ainbinder  haza@verizon.net      

The Thursday morning Any Level Hebrew/Chumash Class 
is on hiatus because of medical reasons. A resumption date will be 

announced in a few weeks. 

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on  Wednesday, July 15 at 4 PM.  The members 
are at different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help 
each other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot!  
 
Use the AKSE Zoom link on page 4. 

CALLING ALL JULY AND AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
and WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 
Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  

July 11 for July celebrations and Saturday, August 8 for 
August celebrations. All those with these celebrations will 
receive a special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 

including ice cream cake and more. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR A SPECIAL SELICHOT PROGRAMð 
YOU WONôT WANT TO MISS IT!!! 

 

Saturday, September 5 at 8:15 PM 
 

Our High Holiday Cantor, Yossi Desser, will 
present a concert, followed by a Selichot 
service led by Rabbi Abe, Cantor Desser, 

and the High Holiday Choir. 

mailto:haza@verizon.net
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Hereôs how to send individual honey greetings  
to family and friends anywhere in the US: 

https://www.orthoney.com/
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Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
every AKSE member: 

https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/honey-greetings
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                   1                              
 

                  2 
FAST OF 17 
TAMMUZ 
Shacharit  9 am 
  Then: Learn 
(no breakfast) 
 
Mincha 7:30 pm 

                               

                 3      
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                   4 
Parshat Pinchas 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 

Havdallah 
9:23 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                  5                  6 
 

                  7 
 
 
   
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm (NOTE time 
change for the 
summer) 
 
 

                   8 
 

 
 
 

                  9             

 
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 

                             10 
 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

                            11 
Parshat  
Matot-Masei                  
Shacharit 9 am 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 
9:20 pm 
 

               12 
  
 

               13 
 
 

 

                         14 
 

 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 
 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 

 

                 15 
ROSH CHODESH 
Shacharit/Hallel 
8 am via Zoom 
 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm via Zoom 
 

                          16 
 
  
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 

                   17 
 

 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                          18                 
Shabbat Chazon 
Parshat Devarim 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah  
9:15 pm 
 

               19 
 

               20 
 

                21 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 
 
 
 

                 22    
 
 

 
Fast begins  
8:24 pm 
Mincha/Maôariv/
Eicha/Kinot 
8 pm 
 

                          23 
 

TISHA BôAV 
Shacharit/Kinot 
9 am 
Discussion 6:15 pm 
Mincha/Maôariv 
7:15 pm 
End of fast, light 
Break Fast 8:55 pm 

                        24 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

                           25 
Shabbat Nachamu 
Parshat 
Vaôetchanan 
Shacharit 9 am  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
9:09 pm 
 

                         26 
                          
 

                    
          
                                               

                          27 
 
 

                    28 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 

                      29 
TU BôAV 
 
 

                 30                 31         August 1                                  
                                      
                                                                                                                                              
 Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 am Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
                                  

     
     

17 TAMMUZ 

15 AV 

5 AV 7 AV 

24 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 

18 AV 

19 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 AV 

 11 AV 6 AV 

4 AV 27 TAMMUZ 

 9 AV 

29 TAMMUZ 

16  
 

TAM-
MUZ 

1 AV 28 TAMMUZ 3 AV 

10 AV 

16 AV 

20 TAMMUZ 

17 AV 

26 TAMMUZ 21 TAMMUZ 

18 TAMMUZ 

25 TAMMUZ 22 TAMMUZ 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

JULY  3 

JULY  10 

JULY  17 

JULY  24 

JULY 31 

8:15 pm 

8:13 pm 

8:10 pm 

8:04 pm 

7:58 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

12 AV 14 AV 13 AV 

8 AV 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

 
Havdallah  

 

 JULY 4 

 JULY 11 

 JULY 18 

 JULY 25 

  AUG  1 

 8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

9:23 pm 

9:20 pm   

9:15 pm 

9:09 pm 

9:01 pm 

Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

Parshat Eikev 
Shacharit 9 am  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
9:01 pm 
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                    1 
Parshat Eikev 
 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 

Havdallah 
9:00 pm 
 

 
 
 

                                  2                  3 
 

                 4 
 
 
   
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 
 

                   5 
 

 
 
 

                  6             

 
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 

                              7 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

 

                              8 
 

Parshat Reôeh                  
Shacharit 9 am 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:51 pm 
 

                 9 
  
 

               10 
 
 

 

                         11 
 

 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 
 

AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 
 
 

                 12 
 
 
 
 
 

                          13 
ROSH CHODESH 
 Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 

                   14 
ROSH CHODESH 
Shacharit/Hallel 
8 am via Zoom 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 

                          15                 
Parshat Shoftim 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah  
8:41 pm 
 
 
 

               16 
 

               17 
 

                18 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 

                 19   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                          20 
Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 am Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                        21 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

                  22 
Parshat Ki Teitzei 
Shacharit 9 am  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 
8:31 pm 
 
 
 

                         23 
                          
 

                    
                    30 
                                               

                          24 
 
 
 
 
 

                31 

                    25  
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
4 pm 
 

                      26 
 
 
 

                 27                  28                    29          
                                      
                                                                                                                                              
 Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 am Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
                                

     
     

13 ELUL 

3 ELUL 5 ELUL 

23 AV 22 AV 

18 AV 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

30 AV 

 9 ELUL 4 ELUL 

2 ELUL 26 AV 

 7 ELUL 

28 AV 29 AV 27 AV 1 ELUL 

8 ELUL 

19 AV 25 AV 20 AV 24 AV 21 AV 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

 

AUG  7 

AUG  14 

AUG  21 

AUG  28 

 

7:50 pm 

7:42 pm 

7:32 pm 

7:23 pm 

 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

17 ELUL 12 ELUL 

6 ELUL 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

 
Havdallah  

 

AUG 1 

AUG 8 

AUG 15 

AUG 22       

AUG 29 

 8:00 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:15 pm 

9:00 pm 

8:51 pm   

8:41 pm 

8:31 pm 

8:21 pm 

Parshat Ki Tavo 
Shacharit 9 am  
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:15 pm 
Havdallah 
8:21 pm 

11 ELUL 10 ELUL 

14 ELUL 15 ELUL 16 ELUL 18 ELUL 
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I am grateful for the opportunity to: 

¶ Deliver sermons and Divrei Torah throughout the year 

¶ Teach a variety of new educational classes 

¶ Officiate at weekday, Shabbat, and Yom Tov services 

¶ Participate in leading services and reading Torah and Megillot 

¶ Host Shabbat and Yom Tov communal dinners 

¶ Develop new programs and community events 

¶ Officiate at lifecycle events, including funerals, shivah services, and celebrations 

¶ Visit and support members who are ill or homebound 

¶ Provide counseling and pastoral care to congregants 

¶ Oversee and expand the Va'ad HaKashruth of Wilmington 

¶ Deliver talks on the local radio program The Rabbi Speaks 

¶ Contribute articles to Jewish Living Delaware magazine 

Celebrating AKSE's 140th Anniversary 

This year marked the culmination of AKSE's year-long celebration of our 140th anniversary. 
Throughout the year, we reflected on our congregation's rich history and shared memories through a 
variety of special programs and guest speakers from within our community. 

Our final AKSE 140 celebration, held on December 21, 2025, was a tremendous success. The 
program featured Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, who spoke about the future of American Judaism, and Rabbi 
Albert Gabbai of Congregation Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia. We were also honored by the presence 
of Delaware Governor Matt Meyer, who joined us in lighting the Hanukkah menorah. 

A special thank you goes to Alan Goldberg for spearheading this initiative and to the AKSE 
Sisterhood for helping make this celebration such a memorable event. 

Adult Education and New Programming 

This year we introduced Eat, Learn, and Pray, our Thursday morning program that combines 
prayer, breakfast, and Torah study. Thank you to Rochel for preparing the delicious breakfasts 
enjoyed by participants each week. 

Our class series, How to Pray Like a Pro, was very well received. Together, we explored the 
structure of the Siddur and the foundational elements of Jewish prayer. We look forward to 
concluding the series with our final session on June 23 at 7:00 PM, available both in person and via 
Zoom. 

(Continued from page 1)  Rabbi Abeôs annual report 

(Continued on page 11) 
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I would like to extend special thanks to Harriet Ainbinder and all those who have encouraged and 
supported the development of new programs, social events, and educational opportunities that 
continue to enrich AKSE. 

I also thank Lisa Elliott for coordinating the AKSE Film Series and for recruiting volunteers to share 
Torah Talks throughout the year. 

Our AKSE Academy continued to provide engaging educational opportunities for our community. 
Thank you to Kevin Rudolph for leading this initiative and to all the presenters who generously 
shared their knowledge and expertise. 

In addition, AKSE partnered with Project Zug and the Hadar Institute to offer a variety of online 
learning opportunities. Special thanks to Michelle Weiner and Harriet Ainbinder for helping organize 
and co-sponsoring this program. 

Community Outreach 

This has also been a productive and meaningful year for community outreach. I have continued to 
strengthen relationships with community leaders throughout Wilmington and Delaware, including 
representatives from DERECH (Delaware Rabbis and Cantors), local synagogues, the JCC, the 
Jewish Federation of Delaware (JFD), and the Kutz Home. I remain honored to serve on the Kutz 
board and to represent our community through articles in Jewish Living Delaware and regular 
appearances on The Rabbi Speaks. 

I am particularly proud to have once again helped initiate Jewish Life and Learning (JLL), a 
community-wide educational program. Special thanks to my wife, Ariel, and Judy Berlin for leading a 
strudel-making workshop as the program's culminating event at the JCC, which was enjoyed by all. 
Thank you to Katie Glazier for her support. 

Welcoming a New High Holiday Cantor 

This year we formed a Cantor Search Committee to help identify and select a new High Holiday 
cantor for AKSE. Thank you to the Cantor Search Committee for all your hard work. 

We are delighted to welcome Cantor Yossi Desser, a talented musician and performer, who will 
lead our High Holiday services this year. He will also join us for Selichot and present a special pre-
Selichot concert on September 5. Additional details will be shared soon. 

High Holidays and Special Events 

Our High Holiday services at the JCC were very well received by the community. We were also 
pleased to host a beautiful catered Rosh Hashanah evening dinner that brought many members 
together in celebration. 

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to my beloved wife, Ariel, for her unwavering 
support, creativity, and dedication to AKSE. Through her leadership and countless contributions to 
our programs and events, she has played an integral role in strengthening and enriching our 
community. Her love and devotion have been invaluable to our success. 

This year we also hosted a special JNF Shabbat Dinner in support of Israel. Thank you to Sylvia 
Wagman and the Sisterhood for making the evening such a success. 

 

(Continued from page 10) Rabbi Abeôs annual report 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Looking Ahead 

As this year of cultivation and growth comes to a close, I am excited about the opportunities that lie 
ahead. 

I have been working closely with AKSE committees to develop a calendar filled with innovative 
programs, educational opportunities, and community events for the coming year. While we spent 
much of this past year celebrating AKSE's remarkable 140-year history, our focus now shifts toward 
building an even stronger and more vibrant future. 

Membership growth remains one of our highest priorities. I am pleased to announce that our High 
Holiday services will once again be held at the JCC, which we hope will continue to serve as a 
welcoming and accessible venue for both current and prospective members. 

Among the exciting programs planned for the coming year: 

Saturday evening, January 23 ï In honor of Shabbat Shirah and Tu B'Shvat, in partnership with 
the Jewish Federation of Delaware, we will once again welcome Basya Schechter and 
Pharaoh's Daughter Band for a special Havdalah community-wide concert. 

Sunday, February 21 ï We are honored to welcome Professor Susannah Heschel, daughter of 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, as a featured guest lecturer for the AKSE Academy. We 
thank the Jewish Federation of Delaware for co-sponsoring this community-wide event. 

Additional details about these and other programs will be announced in the coming months. 

Reflections and Vision 

As I reflect on the past three years of my tenure at AKSE, I am deeply proud of all that we have 
accomplished together. We have introduced creative new programs, expanded educational 
opportunities, strengthened community partnerships, and created meaningful experiences both 
within our congregation and throughout the broader Jewish community. 

Ariel and I are profoundly grateful for your friendship, support, and partnership. We cherish the many 
personal connections we have formed and the opportunity to serve this remarkable congregation. 

While we have spent the past year honoring AKSE's extraordinary 140-year legacy as a spiritual 
center in Delaware, we must now turn our attention toward the Atidðthe future. Together, we must 
ensure that AKSE continues to be a beacon of Jewish life, learning, and spiritual growth for 
generations to come. 

My goal in the years ahead is to continue expanding AKSE's reach, strengthening our membership, 
enhancing our programming, and deepening our community outreach efforts. 

I look forward to working alongside all of you as we continue cultivating growth and building a bright 
future for AKSE. 

Your feedback, ideas, and involvement are always welcome. Please feel free to contact me at 
rabbiabe@AKSE.org or through the synagogue office to schedule a time to meet. 

Yasher Koach and Todah Rabbah! 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Abe 

(Continued from page 11) Rabbi Abeôs annual report 

mailto:rabbiabe@AKSE.org
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¶ We continue to enjoy our beautiful space here, and we maintain a good working relationship with 
our landlord, Immanuel Church. 

¶ We had three AKSE 140 events last year, and the high attendance at each demonstrated how 
much we, and the Delaware community at large, value our presence in the community. 

¶ Educational opportunities abound. Harriet will tell us about the movie discussions and Project 
Zug, and of course Rabbi Abeôs courses are all meaningful and highly relevant. 

¶ We have fun! Sisterhood is headed by Sylvia Wagman and Dianne Seidel. Menôs Club is run by 
Alan Bleier. Both have several activities per year including Friday night dinners, game nights, 
painting activities, movie nights, and Sunday brunch programs. Our Rebbetzin Ariel has been 
very proactive at organizing communal meals: the Erev Rosh Hashanah dinner and the Erev 
Shavuot dinner were both well attended and delicious. I hope you have signed up for the next 
one, our Barbeque this coming Friday evening before services here. 

¶ Our presence in the community remains very strong. No longer do we encounter surprise that 
AKSE is still alive and kicking. For me, the best measure of that is our membership numbers. I 
think you will be very pleased to hear Dianneôs presentation about membership in a little while. 

¶ Finances remain a concern, of course. Our budget still needs to be balanced by withdrawals from 
our investments by the end of each year, as Max will describe shortly. But so far, the withdrawals 
are more than matched by investment income, so our assets actually continue to grow each year. 
We wonôt be running out of money anytime soon. 

¶ And the details get done. Susan and I, and the entire board, want to give special thanks to our 
Office Manager, Rachel Liba Taylor. She is extremely reliable and diligent about taking care of 
office matters.   

¶ Governance of the congregation is on a professional level. Our Board of Governors is very active 
and engaged, and our monthly Board meetings are much better attended than most Boards that I 
have been on. 

 

I want to thank our committee chairs for the past year. They include, in no particular order: 

¶ Vivian Goldberg, Ritual Committee 

¶ Max Rosenberg, Finance and Nominating Committees 

¶ Alan Bleier, Facilities and Security Committees 

¶ Martin Cohn and Dianne Seidel, Membership  

¶ Amy Tursky, Library  

¶ Marty Zukoff, Investments  

¶ Alan Goldberg, Clergy Contracts  

¶ Jeff Seidel, Dues 

¶ Brad Glazier, Shoe Committee (Now really, how many shuls have a shoe committee?) 

(Continued from page 1) Co-President David Epsteinôs Report 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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I want to say two other things. First, and maybe Iôm saving the best for last, we love Rabbi Abe. He 
is learned, kind, approachable, and just a mensch. His presence is a major reason that AKSE is so 
vibrant, and we can consider ourselves fortunate to have him leading us. 

The other thing to say is that this organization runs remarkably well, but it doesnôt run by itself. All 
the work that Iôve just described is done by volunteers, and Yasher Koach to all of them. They 
donate their time and their skills, year after year over many years, because they value our 
community, and they recognize that itôs a Mitzvah to contribute to it. I know we say this every year, 
but itôs more true than ever that we need more of our congregants to pitch in and help run this 
wonderful community. If you want to help, but youôre not sure how, thatôs okay. Come talk to me, 
Susan, or anybody on the Board. Weôll find something for you to do ï I promise you that! 

Todah Rabah! 

David 

(Continued from page 13) Co-President David Epsteinôs Report 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

                          President  David Epstein,  
                                             Susan Epstein 

                 Executive V.P.  Jonathan Jaffe 

                    V.P. Finance  Max Rosenberg 

                V.P. Education  Harriet Ainbinder 

     V.P. Religious Affairs  Vivian Goldberg 

       V.P. Administration  Dianne Seidel 

                  V.P. Facilities  Alan Bleier 

            V.P. Membership  Martin Cohn 

V.P. Community Affairs  Mark Wagman 

       V.P. Ways & Means   Alan Goldberg       

                        Treasurer  Jeff Seidel 

                         Secretary  Lidia Ini 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

          Harriet Ainbinder       Perry Goldlust 

          Alan Bleier               Jonathan Jaffe 

          Martin Cohn             Ron Makar 

          John Elzufon            Mark Wagman 

         Alan Goldberg 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

                2025-2027                  2026-2028 

             Mike Cabelli               Lena Elzufon 

             Paul Gottesman          Mollie Epstein-Makar 

             Eric Levin                  Marty Zukoff 

             Kevin Rudolph           Amy Tursky 

             Barbara Roisman        Art Cohen 

             Steve Tursky              Brad Glazier 

                                               Jonathan Hoffman 

 

Men's Club President:  

Alan Bleier 

 

Sisterhood Advisors:  

Sylvia Wagman and Dianne Seidel 

 

Nominating Committee: 

Max Rosenberg (Chair), Alan Bleier,  

Harriet Ainbinder, Art Cohen, Karen Moss 

YOUR SYNAGOGUE LEADERSHIP FOR 2026-2027 
(Slate of Officers and Board of Governors approved at 
Annual Congregational Meeting on June 16, 2026) 
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TO ALL OUR NEW 
MEMBERS WHO HAVE 
JOINED IN THE LAST 

TWO YEARS 
 

Ran and Donna Abed 
Faye Bakowsky 
Emma Brown 
Naomi Diamond 

Wayne and Beverly Geller 
Charles and Debra Goodman 

Alan Kagel 
David Neff  
Michael Stape 

Rachel Liba Taylor 
David and Kristine Tuttleman 
Moshe and Cathy Vinograd 

Michelle Weiner 
Pat Panzer and Carson Zulinger 

 

They will surely be a positive  
addition to the AKSE family. 

July/August 
Birthdays 

7/3 

7/6 

7/17 

7/19 

7/22 

7/26

8/7 

8/8 

8/10 

8/11 

 

8/15 

 

8/16 

8/24 

8/25 

8/26 

8/27 

Amy Leviton 

Lenore Tocker 

Meryl Kauffman 

Neal Cohn 

Michael Leviton 

Charles Goodman 

Kevin Gross 

Sandy Rosen 

Kevin Rudolph 

Faith Tomases 

Paul Gottesman 

Phyllis Feibus 

Rebecca Jaffe 

Stephanie Rudolph 

Charlotte Levin 

Wendy Shlossman 

Martin Cohn 

Michele Weiner 

Special 
Birthdays 

7/6     Lisa Elliott 
7/12   Nan Pezzner 

7/25   Eugene Tolpin 

8/6     Mel Zussman 

8/12   Harold Pezzner 

8/13   Michael Cabelli 

8/15   Barbara Balick 

Mazal Tov 

ǒ  Michelle and Brad Glazier 
on the engagement of their 
daughter, Jenna, to Sam Fidler 
 

July/August 
Anniversaries 

7/20 

7/24 

8/5 

8/9 

8/14 

8/17 

8/28 

Rita & Paul Gottesman 

Sylvia & Mark Wagman 

Riva & David Brown 

Stephanie & Kevin Rudolph 

Irene & Richard Plotzker 

Debra & Mel Zussman 

Debra & Charles Goodman 

 Special Anniversaries 

8/25   Felicia & Will Rosen 

Condolences 

To Eleanor Weinglass upon 
the passing of husband 

   
 

Chaim (Mark) Weinglass 
 
 

May the Lord comfort the 
families among the mourners of 
Zion and Jerusalem and may 
they know of sorrow no more. 

Amen. 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

July 11  Irene Plotzker 
August 1  Rachel Liba Taylor 
August 8  Max Rosenberg 

August 22  TBD 
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**g °çÁ TĉþÕ¼°á M°»»°á°Ą lÓ°»»°ĄƔ =úÕÁ°ęſ LĉçÅ ŠŨ 
 

BÅúÅ °úÅ þíæÅ ÷ÓíĄíþ íÎ ° ēíçÁÅúÎĉá ÅçÁ-íÎ-ęÅ°ú ÅĒÅçĄ ÅçÞíęÅÁ »ę íĒÅú Ŧş
°ĄĄÅçÁÅÅþƄ [ĉú þÕç¼ÅúÅ Ïú°ĄÕĄĉÁÅ °çÁ §°þÓÅú Mí°¼Ó Ąí ĄÓÅ íúÏ°çÕĞÅúþƔMÅĒÕç
hĉÁíá÷Óſ úÕÅá h°»ÕçíĒÕ¼Óſ h°»»Õ »Åſ °çÁ *í» ¡ÅÕçÅúƔ°çÁ Ąí ĄÓÅ æ°çę

ĒíáĉçĄÅÅúþ ēÓí ÓÅá÷ÅÁƄ 
 

Photos by Jonathan Jaffe and Mark Wagman 
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IN MEMORY OF 

 
Lewis Shapiro: The Brown Family 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 
Bob Weiner, on your birthday:  
Lidia & Avi Ini 
Sylvia Wagman, on your birthday:  
Judy & Howard Berlin 
Judy & Howard Berlin, on your anniversary:  
Lidia & Avi Ini 
Cindy & Bob Weiner, on your anniversary:  
Lidia & Avi Ini 

 
OTHER 

 
Dear Rabbi Abe & Ariel, Todah Rabah for a 
beautiful and delicious Shavuot lunch in your 
wonderful home!! And, your kiddos are just 
scrumptious!!: Ivy & Donna Harlev 

 
 

 
        REFUAH SHLEMAH 
     
Avi Ini: Judy & Howard Berlin 

 
     

YAHRZEIT 
 

Edythe R. Schwartz, Grandmother: 
 Edina Buzgon  
Herman Schwartz, Grandfather:  
Edina Buzgon 
Isadore Silverman, Gabbai: Barbara Keil 
Judge Charles Keil: Barbara Keil 
Rhoda Meizell: Dorette & Sheldon Weintraub 
Morris Glazier: Bradford, Michelle and 
Jenna Glazier 
Betty Cutler: Alan Cutler 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Received in May 2026 

 

Yahrzeit  
 

Jacob Plafker  
     
 

Amy Hurst 
        

 

Yahrzeit   
 

Gertrude Stromwasser 
 
 

     Howard Stromwasser 

 


