D'var Torah for AKSE's Annual Meeting — June 16, 2026
Adapted from my sermon delivered on Shabbat, with additional reflections for our
Annual Meeting.

AKSE Sh'lach 5786
"Yes We Can Can"

By Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D.

Dear Friends,

As we read this week's parashah, an important question emerges:
Why was God so angry with the spies?

After all, they were sent to do exactly what Moshe asked of them. He instructed
them to investigate the land —to determine whether its inhabitants were strong or
weak, whether its cities were fortified or open, and whether the land itself was
fertile or barren.

When they returned, they reported what they had seen.
The land was indeed flowing with milk and honey.

But the cities were fortified, and the people were strong.
So what was their sin?

The commentators have devoted considerable attention to this question over the
centuries. Today, I would like to share my own perspective.

The sin of the meraglim was not that they saw the obstacles.

The sin of the meraglim was that they could no longer see beyond the obstacles.
They looked at the challenges before them and concluded, "We cannot do it."
They looked at the giants and forgot about God.

They looked at the walls and forgot about the promise.
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They looked at the difficulties and lost faith in the future.
Caleb saw the very same land.

He saw the same giants.

He saw the same fortified cities.

Yet he reached a completely different conclusion.

Y3 oy

"Let us go up."

"Let us move forward."

"Let us take possession of the land, for we can surely do it."
The difference between Caleb and the spies was not what they saw.
The difference was how they interpreted what they saw.
One group saw challenges and surrendered.

The other saw challenges and prepared to overcome them.
That is a lesson we desperately need today.

Every time I read Parashat Sh'lach, I am reminded of the classic song by the
Pointer Sisters, "Yes We Can Can."

The story of the meraglim is not merely a glimpse into the past. It feels remarkably
relevant to the present moment.

We are living through difficult times for the Jewish people.

Israel faces enemies on multiple fronts. We hear threats from Iran. We see the
dangers posed by Hezbollah and Hamas. We witness growing hostility toward Jews
in many parts of the world.

The challenges are real.



We should never deny them.
Judaism does not ask us to close our eyes to reality.

On the contrary, God Himself commanded Moshe to send the scouts. We are
expected to gather facts, assess risks, and understand the challenges before us.

But after we have done all that, we must never make the mistake of the meraglim.
We must never allow fear to become despair.

We must never allow challenges to convince us that success is impossible.

The spies said, "We cannot."

Caleb said, "We can."

The spies saw only what stood in their way.

Caleb saw what stood on the other side of the challenge.

Perhaps one of the most remarkable lessons of modern Jewish history is how often
the spirit of Caleb has prevailed.

Since its founding, Israel has faced challenges that many believed were impossible
to overcome. Surrounded by hostile neighbors, outnumbered in war, subjected to
terrorism, missile attacks, and relentless threats, there have been many moments
when others predicted failure.

Yet time and again, Israel has demonstrated extraordinary resilience.

The Jewish state has absorbed waves of immigrants from around the world,
transformed deserts into thriving communities, built a vibrant democracy, become
a global leader in innovation, and repeatedly defended itself against those who
sought its destruction.

This does not mean the challenges are not real. They are.

But Israel's story reminds us that the lesson of Caleb is not merely an inspiring
idea. It is a living reality.



Again and again, the Jewish people have looked at enormous obstacles and refused
to say, "We cannot."

Again and again, they have answered with the words:
moys Aoy

We will rise.

We will move forward.

We will overcome.

Moshe asked the spies, "Is the land good or bad?" But perhaps the deeper question
of the parashah is not about the land at all. The land was what it was. The real
question was: What kind of people would Israel become?

A people who see challenges and retreat?

Or a people who see challenges and rise to meet them?
Every generation must answer that question for itself.
May we answer it as Caleb did:

Y3 Aoy

Let us rise.

Let us move forward.

Let us overcome.

My friends, every generation faces moments when it must decide whether to listen
to the voice of the spies—even when they are the majority —or to the voice of
Caleb, even when he stands alone.

The voice of the spies says:

"The obstacles are too great."



"The problems are too difficult."

"The future is too uncertain."

But the voice of Caleb says:

"Move forward."

"Do not surrender."

"Do not lose hope."

"With faith, courage, and determination, we can overcome."

And this lesson applies not only to Israel. It applies to us as a congregation as well.

As we gather for our Annual Meeting, it is natural to reflect honestly on both our
challenges and our opportunities.

From time to time, people tell me that because of the demographics of our
community, because of our location, or because of broader trends affecting
synagogues throughout North America, there is no realistic path for our
congregation to grow and thrive.

My response is simple.

I see the challenges.

I acknowledge the realities.

I understand the obstacles.

But I refuse to accept the conclusion that growth is impossible.
That was the mistake of the meraglim.

We are not called upon to deny our challenges.

We are called upon to rise above them.

Like Caleb, we must say:



Y3 oy

We will go up.

We will move forward.

We will build.

We will grow.

We will strengthen Jewish life.

Together, with God's help, we can accomplish far more than we ever imagined
possible.

May we have the faith of Caleb, the courage of Caleb, and the vision of Caleb.

And may we always remember that challenges are not barriers to our future; they
are often the very path through which God calls us to reach it.

Amen.



