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CAFE TAMAR PRESENTS 

AM ECHAD, LEV ECHAD  
(One People, One Heart) 

  May 25, 6:30 PM at Siegel JCC 
 

See Page 3. 

Join with the AKSE community  
as we RECEIVE THE TORAH together 

] Full Shavuot scheduleðMay 21-23 (see page 4) 
] Erev Shavuotðshort service, festive dairy meal,  

study, and dessert (see page 5) 
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                                                                            FIRST CONGREGATION                        

PLEASE NOTE! IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, June 16 at 7:30 PM 

 

Presented in a hybrid formatðboth in-person at AKSE and via Zoom 

HISTORY OF A CONFLICT 
Wednesdays, May 13, 20 and 27 at 7 PM via Zoom 

 

Three sessions presented by Community Shaliach Yuval Moha, focused on 
the decades from 1916 to 1948 formative to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 

See page 7. 

Join AKSE Sisterhood/Hadassah 
Monday, May 11 at 7 PM 

 

RSVP by May 4. See page 8. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

David & Susan Epstein, Co-Presidents 

Jonathan Jaffe, Executive VP 

Alan Bleier, VP Facilities  

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne Seidel & Martin Cohn, 

 VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

 Karen Moss, Secretary 

Alan Bleier,  Menôs Club President 
 
 

Dianne Seidel & Sylvia Wagman, 
 

Sisterhood Advisors 
 

Amy Tursky, Librarian 
 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Rachel Liba Taylor 

Office Administrator 
 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 
Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
As we enter the month of May, our 
thoughts turn to the approaching 
holiday of Shavuot, when we 
celebrate the giving of the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. The Torah (Exodus 
19:2) describes this moment with a 
striking phrase: ñVayichan sham 
Yisraelòðñand Israel encamped thereòðusing the 
singular form rather than the plural. The classical 
commentators, most notably Rashi, explain that this 
teaches us a profound lesson: the people stood at 
Sinai kôish echad uôvôlev echadðas one person, with one 
heart. At that pivotal moment in our history, unity was not 
simply an ideal; it was a prerequisite for receiving the 
Torah. Only when we stood together, bound by a shared 
purpose and mutual respect, were we able to experience 
divine revelation. 
 
This message continues to resonate deeply today. The 
Torah is not only a gift of the past, but one that must be 
continually received anew in every generation. Its 
presence among us is strengthened when we come 
together in harmony, support one another, and foster a 
sense of collective responsibility. 
 
As we prepare for Shavuot, may we strive to cultivate 
that same spirit of unity within our communityð
embracing one another with openness and careðso that 
we, too, may be worthy of receiving the Torah in a 
meaningful and enduring way. 
 
Please join us as we celebrate the giving of the Torah on 
Thursday evening, May 21 at 6:30 PM for a festive dairy 
dinner and a study session on ñAngels in Judaismò with 
desserts. Please register for the dinner by Thursday, May 
14 at akse.wufoo.com/forms/shavuot-dinner (See flyer 
with details on page xx). 
 
Wishing everyone a joyful and inspiring Shavuot. 

 
BôKavod, 
 

Rabbi Abe 

https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/shavuot-dinner
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PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE TORAH 
 (all in-person at AKSE) 

  

Thursday, May 21ðEREV SHAVUOT 
6:30 PM Short Shavuot service  

7:00 PM Dairy Dinner (for those who reserved) 
 

 Followed by dessert and study with  
 Rabbi Abe on ñAngels in Judaismò  

 

7:58 PM Candle lighting (or before you start your Yom Tov meal) 
 

Friday, May 22ðFIRST DAY SHAVUOT 
9 AM Morning service (Shacharit) 

~10:20 AM Reading of the Ten Commandments 
Dairy Kiddush with Ice Cream and Cheese Cake  

6:00 PM Mincha/Maôariv 
7:58 PM Candle lighting (from a pre-existing flame) 

 

Saturday, May 23ðSECOND DAY SHAVUOT 
   9 AM Morning service (Shacharit) 
     ~10:15 AM Reading of Megillat Ruth 

    ~10:50 AM Yizkor 
Dairy Kiddush with Ice Cream and Cheese Cake 

8:00 PM Mincha/study/Maôariv 
9:04 PM Havdalah 

HOW TO PRAY LIKE A PRO 
(With Rabbi Abe) 

 
Taught by Rabbi Abe. Light refreshments are served. 
  
This course offers an in-depth exploration of the nature of prayer and the historical, 
philosophical, and theological origins of Jewish liturgy. Through the study of classical texts 
drawn from Tanakh, Talmud, Midrash, Kabbalah, and Hasidut, we will examine the 
development of prayer and its role as a central mode of Jewish religious expression. No prior 
knowledge of Hebrew or Judaism is required. 
 
Course is free and available both in-person and via Zoom. Please register by 
contacting the office at office@AKSE.org or 302-762-2705. 

May session 
Tuesday, May 26 
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Register and pay online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/shavuot-dinner 
or by check to the AKSE office. 

https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/shavuot-dinner
https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/shavuot-dinner
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
 

FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv, because 
of popular preference, Rabbi Abe and the 
Ritual Committee have decided to return to a 
6:00 PM start time year round. 
 

SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM 
 

Saturday afternoonñ 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(5/2, 5/9 at 7:45 PM, 5/16, 5/23 at 8:00 PM; 5/30 at 8:15 PM) 

 
Thursdays at 9 AM (5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28)  
Shacharit with Torah reading 
 
Sunday 5/17 at 9 AMñRosh Chodesh Sivan services, followed by light 
breakfast 
 
See times for Shavuot services, 5/21-5/23, on page 4. 
 
Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

5/2 AKSE Men 
5/9 Rabbi Abe 
5/16 Rabbi  Abe 
5/22,23 (Shavuot) Howard Stromwaser 
5/30 Rabbi Abe  

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
3:30 PM in the Gameesh Room  

 

Here are the dates: Tuesdays, May 5, 12, 19, 26 

 TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

May 2 Jonathan Jaffe 
            May 9 Martin Cohn 

CALLING ALL MAY BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  
May 9. All those with these May celebrations will receive a 
special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, including 

ice cream cake and more. 
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(Event Rescheduled) 

Join AKSE Sisterhood and Hadassah for a fun evening of painting  
and go home with a masterpiece! 

                                                                  

Monday, May 11, 2026, 7 PM - 9 PM 
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth 

 
Ticket $25, Sponsorship $36. RSVP by May 4 at 
REGISTRATION LINK: https://hwzoa.networkforgood.com/events/97631-mid-atlantic-gp
-wilmington-hadassah-akse-paint-party-2026  
 
Questions, please contact Sylvia Wagman at srwag8@comcast.net  

 Memorial Day Ceremony Honoring Fallen Delaware Jewish War Veterans 
 
The Delaware Jewish War Veterans and Jewish Historical Society of Delaware, led by 
Commander Adam Fox, will gather at 8:30 a.m. on May 25, 2026, Memorial Day, to pay tribute 
to deceased service members at the Jewish Community Cemetery located at 401 Foulk Road 
in Wilmington, Delaware. This annual commemoration serves as a heartfelt reminder of the 
sacrifices made by Jewish veterans who served in the United States Armed Forces. The event will 
also extend to Beth Emeth Memorial Park Cemetery. 
 
This yearôs event holds special significance as the Jewish Community Cemetery and Beth Emeth 
Memorial Park have installed new Jewish War Veteran insignias on eligible graves. These durable, 
respectful markers will permanently identify the resting places of veterans while helping to preserve 
the integrity and appearance of the American flags placed during the ceremony. The new insignias 
represent a lasting commitment to honor the legacy of Jewish service members. 
 
We invite all members of Delawareôs Jewish Community, including Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, 
Congregation Beth Shalom, Congregation Beth Emeth, Temple Beth El, Delaware Chabad, and 
Jewish Federation, to attend this dignified observance and help pay respect to those who gave so 
much for our freedom. For more details on timing or participation, visit the website https://
www.jccawilmington.com or contact the Delaware Jewish War Veterans directly at 302-249-5080. If a 
family member or loved one is a veteran but is not listed on our website, feel free to reach out to us 
and let us know to receive an insignia and flag to commemorate their service.  

https://hwzoa.networkforgood.com/events/97631-mid-atlantic-gp-wilmington-hadassah-akse-paint-party-2026
https://hwzoa.networkforgood.com/events/97631-mid-atlantic-gp-wilmington-hadassah-akse-paint-party-2026
https://www.jccawilmington.com
https://www.jccawilmington.com
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                                                              1      
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                   2 
Parshat Emor 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 

Havdallah 
8:42 pm 
 

 
 

                                  3 
 

                 4 
 

                 5 
 
 
   
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

                   6 
 

 
 
 

                  7             

 
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
 
 

                             8 
 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

                              9 
Parshat Behar- 
Bechukotai                        
Shacharit 9 am 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:50 pm 
 

               10 
  
 

               11 
 
 
 
 

Paint Party 
7 to 9 pm 

                         12 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 
 

                 13 
 
 
 
 
History of a 
Conflict, Part 1 
with Yuval Moha 
7 pm via Zoom 

                          14 
 
  
Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 

                   15 
 

 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
6:00 pm 
 
 

                          16                 
Parshat Bamidbar 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah  
8:58 pm 
 
 
 

               17 
ROSH CHODESH 
Shacharit/Hallel 
9 am 
followed by light 
breakfast 

               18 
 

                19 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 

                 20    
 
 

 
History of a 
Conflict, Part 2 
with Yuval Moha 
7 pm via Zoom 

 

                          21 
Shacharit  9 am 
 So Pray 9 am Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 
EREV SHAVUOT 
Mincha/Maôariv 
6:30 pm 
Dinner 7 pm 
Study/Dessert 
 

                        22 
SHAVUOT 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

                           23 
SHAVUOT 
Shacharit 9 am  
Megillat Ruth 
Yizkor 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
9:05 pm 
 

                         24 
                          
 

                    
          
                    31                           

                          25 
 
 
 
 
Caf® Tamar 
6:30 pm JCC 
 

                   26 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
How To Pray Like 
a Pro  7 pm 
(hybrid) 

                      27  
 
 
 
History of a 
Conflict, Part 3 
with Yuval Moha 
7 pm via Zoom 

                  28                  29                   30                                           
                                      
                                                                                                                                              
                                      

     
     

14 SIVAN 

8 SIVAN 

1 SIVAN 3 SIVAN 

20 IYAR 19 IYAR 

15 IYAR 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 IYAR 

 7 SIVAN 2 SIVAN 

29 IYAR 23 IYAR 

 5 SIVAN 

25 IYAR 

12 SIVAN 

26 IYAR 24 IYAR 28 IYAR 

6 SIVAN 

13 SIVAN 

16 IYAR 22 IYAR 17 IYAR 

14 IYAR 

21 IYAR 18 IYAR 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

MAY  1 

MAY  8 

MAY  15 

MAY  22 

MAY  29 

7:38 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:52 pm 

7:58 pm 

8:04 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

15 SIVAN 10 SIVAN 9 SIVAN 

4 SIVAN 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

 
Havdallah  

 

 MAY 2 

 MAY 9 

 MAY 16 

 MAY 23 

 MAY 30 

 7:45 pm 

7:45 pm 

8:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:42 pm 

8:50 pm   

8:58 pm 

9:05 pm 

9:12 pm 

11 SIVAN 

Parshat Nasso 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah  
9:12 pm 

Shacharit  9 am 
  So Pray 9 amé.. 
Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 

Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
6:00 pm 

 

Please note 
return to  
6 pm start 
time 
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HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES UPDATE 

 

We are now making plans for this year's High Holiday services. Choosing a location is 
a critical decision. There has been much deliberation and exploration of the choices 
available, with consultation with the Ritual Committee, the High Holiday Committee, 
and Rabbi Abe. 
 
We have had many enthusiastic 
comments from our congregants about the 
positive experiences at the JCC last 
year. Many people worked hard to make 
services a meaningful and spiritual 
experience, and to make all the complex 
logistics run smoothly and safely. 
 
The Board has decided, unanimously and 
with pleasure, that we will return to the 
JCC this year. We will keep you informed 
of progress, as the arrangements are made. 
 
Here is one new aspect that we want to feature: We are excited to announce that we 
have engaged a Chazan from New York for the High Holidays. Young and vibrant, 
Yossi Desser has experience leading traditional High Holiday services. He has made 
recordings for the committee to listen to, and we are delighted with his uplifting sound. 
His voice and his singing are clear, joyful, and engaging. In fact, he makes his living 
and supports his young family through his singing. 
 
Here is a YouTube link of Yossi, singing a version of Mi Sheberach: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lw70HJlYH6c (Of course, during Yom Tov services 
there will be no instruments.) 
 
Rabbi Abe knows Yossi. They have led High Holiday services together on a number of 
occasions at Rabbi Abe's previous shul in New York. 
 
Yossi will be coming down to Delaware at least twice to rehearse with the choir and 
review plans for the Holidays. The members of the High Holiday Choir are very much 
looking forward to rehearsing with him. 
 
The AKSE community looks forward to having Yossi and his family daven with us! 
 

David and Susan Epstein 
Co-Presidents 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lw70HJlYH6c
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On April 24, we celebrated Shabbat for Israel, standing 
in solidarity with thousands of supporters of Israel 
throughout the country and the world. Thanks to Sylvia 
Wagman for taking the lead in AKSEôs participation, as 
well as her helpers Dianne Seidel, Rosanne Cabelli, 
and Vivian Goldberg. Rabbi Abe led a spirited Kabbalat 
Shabbat service and a fun Israel trivia game. 
 

Photos by Mark and Sylvia Wagman 


