AKSE - Shevi'i shel Pesach 5786
Sermon: Miryam’s Song
By Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D.

My friends,

On Passover, we remember the great drama of liberation —the plagues, the courage

of Moses, the splitting of the Red Sea.

But our tradition, especially in the aggadah of the rabbis, invites us to look more
closely —not only at kings and prophets, but at those whose quiet courage made

redemption possible.
Today, we turn to Miryam.

The Talmud tells a powerful story about her childhood —one that reframes the

entire beginning of Exodus.

When Pharaoh decreed that all Hebrew baby boys must be killed, Amram, the
father of Moses, despaired. According to the rabbis, he separated from his wife,

reasoning: “Why bring children into a world where they will be destroyed?”
And the men followed his lead.
But it was Miryam—just a young girl—who stood up and challenged him.

She said: “Your decree is harsher than Pharaoh’s. Pharaoh only decreed against
the boys, but you decree against both boys and girls. Pharaoh threatens life in this
world, but you prevent life in the world to come.” (Sotah 12a)

Because of her courage, Amram reunited with his wife. Because of her courage,

Moses was born.

Before the redeemer could rise, a young girl had to confront despair.
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The Talmud also sates “Why was Miryam called in the Torah Miryam Ha’Neviya-
Miryam the prophets? Because at a young age she would say: In the future, my
mother will give birth to a son who will save the Jewish people. And once Moses
was born, the entire house was filled with light. Her father arose and kissed her on
her head. He said to her: My daughter, your prophecy has been fulfilled. And once
they put him into the river, her father... said to her: My daughter, where is your
prophecy? And this is as it is written: “And his sister stood afar off, to know what
would be done to him” (Exodus 2:4), i.e., to know what will be the ultimate

resolution of her prophecy.” (Ibid 12b-13a)

The rabbis go even further. They teach that as a result of Miryam’s righteousness, a
miraculous well accompanied the Israelites throughout the wilderness —sustaining

them with water in the desert. (Talmud, Tannit 9a)

This “Miryam’s Well” was not just physical nourishment, but spiritual merit

flowing from her faith.

So we see something profound here:

Miryam is not a side character in the Exodus story.
She is one of its architects.

And yet, how often is her name overshadowed?

How often do we tell the story as though redemption came through one voice

alone?

The Torah itself resists that simplification. In the Book of Exodus, Miryam is
called a prophetess. And when the sea splits, it is not only Moses who sings.

Miryam leads the women with tambourines, with dancing, with embodied joy.



The rabbis even imagine that the women, led by Miryam, had such faith in
redemption that they brought tambourines with them out of Egypt—prepared to

celebrate before the miracle had even occurred.
Think about that.
While others prepared for survival, Miryam prepared for song.

And here, we must confront an uncomfortable truth—one that the aggadah gently

but firmly exposes:
Too often, women’s leadership is present but not fully recognized.

Too often, the voices that sustain faith, nurture courage, and carry communities

forward are treated as secondary to the voices that stand at the front.
Miryam challenges that imbalance.
Her story reminds us that redemption requires multiple forms of leadership:

e The visible and the hidden
e The declarative and the nurturing

e The one who confronts power, and the one who sustains hope

Without Moses, perhaps the sea would not split.

But without Miryam, perhaps there would have been no Moses, no one left to cross

the sea—and no song to mark its meaning.
This is the lesson of gender not only in ancient times, but in our own.

Spiritual greatness is not confined to one voice, one role, or one gender.



The Exodus was not achieved by men alone—it was made possible by the courage,
wisdom, and faith of women: the midwives, the mothers, and a sister who refused

to accept despair.

So tonight, as we retell this story, we must ask:
Whose voices are we still overlooking?
Whose contributions do we take for granted?

And how might our communities change if we truly honored every form of

leadership among us?

Because the story of Passover does not begin with Moses speaking to Pharaoh.
It begins with Miryam speaking truth to her own family.

And it does not end with the sea splitting.

It ends with a woman’s song—a chorus of voices rising together, declaring that

freedom is not only won, but shared.

May we learn from Miryam:
To challenge despair.
To make space for every voice.

And to carry not only the courage to begin—but the courage to sing.

Chag Pesach Sameach. May all our voices be heard, and may all our songs be
lifted. Amen!



