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Sermon:
Finding God in Hidden Moments
—Lessons From The Book of Ester for Current Times 
By Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D.

Dear friends,

We gather at a time when the world feels fragile.

War. Uncertainty. Rising tension in the Middle East. 
Headlines about Israel. Headlines about Iran. 
Missiles. Threats. Fear.

And in moments like this, an ancient question rises again:

Ribbono Shel Olam, Master of the Universe — where are You?

The Megillah answers — but in the most surprising way.

In the entire Book of Esther — in the whole Megillah — the Name of God does not 
appear once.

Not once.

How can a book of Tanach omit the Divine Name?

Because this is a story of hester panim — the hiding of God’s face.

The very name Esther comes from hester — hiddenness.

The Gemara in Chullin 139b asks: Where is Esther hinted at in the Torah?

The answer: 
 — ”ואנכי הסתר אסתיר פני ביום ההוא“
“I will surely hide My face on that day” (Devarim 31:18).
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The word Esther is linked to haster astir — hiddenness.

The Megillah is the story of a time where God wears a mask to hide His face — yet He 
does not abandon His people.

In this scroll, God acts in disguise.

No splitting sea. 
No fire from heaven. 
No open miracle.

Just politics. Power. Danger. Exile.

Sound familiar?

The Megillah takes place in ancient Persia.

The threat to the Jewish people emerges from within the Persian Empire. A decree of 
annihilation. A powerful enemy. A vulnerable Jewish minority scattered across provinces.

Today, we hear the name Iran in our news. 
We see hostility directed toward Israel. 
We feel the anxiety of escalation and uncertainty.

History does not repeat itself exactly — but it echoes.

And the Megillah teaches us how to live faithfully inside those echoes.

In Shushan, everything looked political.

A beauty contest crowns unknowingly a Jewish queen. 
A court official named Haman rises to power.
A gatekeeper named Mordecai acts like an undercover Mossad agent. 
A king has a sleepless night.
It all appears natural.

Yet behind the palace intrigue, Heaven is moving.
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While Haman plots, God positions. 
While Mordechai refuses to bow, God strengthens resolve. 
While Achashverosh cannot sleep, history itself turns.

God’s Name is absent — but His providence saturates every scene.

So too in our day.

We may see military strategy, diplomatic maneuvering, intelligence operations, political 
speeches. We may not see open miracles.

But the God of Israel is not limited to dramatic interventions.

The God of the Megillah works through timing. 
Through restraint. 
Through courage. 
Through unseen alignments.

Hidden does not mean absent. 
Silence does not mean surrender.

Mordechai sends Esther that unforgettable message:

”ומי יודע אם לעת כזאת הגעת למלכות“

“Who knows whether you have attained royalty for such a time as this?”

He does not thunder God’s name. He speaks with subtle faith: Who knows?

Perhaps you are here for this moment.

The deliverer was placed in the palace before the decree was ever signed.

Before the crisis, the answer was already in position.

Chazal (Megillah  13b) are teaching us: 
Hashem prepares the refuah before the makkah — the remedy before the blow.

דְּאָמַר רֵישׁ לָקִישׁ: אֵין הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא מַכֶּה אֶת ישְִׂרָאֵל אֶלָּא אִם כֵּן בּוֹרֵא לָהֶם רְפוּאָה תְּחִילָּה
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We are being reminded that God has created the solution prior to the problem.

History is not random. The Jewish story never is.

What does Esther do when she understands the danger?

She calls for unity, 

 — ”לך כנוס את כל היהודים“
“Go gather all the Jews.”

She commands a community-wide three day fast. Total dependence.

God is not named — but He is sought.

And Esther says:

“If I perish, I perish.”

That is not despair. That is mesirut nefesh — true selflessness and sacred courage.

Note, the parallel between Moses words in this weeks’ Parsha where he says to God,

ר כָּתָֽבְתָּ׃ א מִסִּֽפְרְךָ֖ אֲשֶׁ֥ ניִ נָ֔ יןִ מְחֵ֣ ם וְאִם־אַ֕ א חַטָּאתָ֑ ה אִם־תִּשָּׂ֣  וְעַתָּ֖

Now, if You will forgive their sin [well and good]; but if not, erase me from the record 
that You have written!” (Exodus 32:32)

We may ask ourselves:

Why were we born in this generation? 
Why do we live in a time when Israel exists as a sovereign state? 
Why are we witnesses to these challenges?

Perhaps we, too, are positioned.

Positioned to pray. 
Positioned to support. 
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Positioned to strengthen Jewish unity. 
Positioned to stand with moral clarity.

This is our model in times of tension.

When the world trembles, we gather. 
When fear rises, we pray. 
When threats loom, we deepen our Jewish commitment.

We do not panic — we respond with covenant.

In a world where God’s face is hidden, Jewish faith must be visible and unshakable.

 And when we keep our faith even when God wears a mask, 

Then comes the turning point.

A sleepless night.

When Achashverosh cannot sleep, the verse says: 
 — ”בלילה ההוא נדדה שנת המלך“
“That night, the king’s sleep was disturbed.”

The Gemara in Megillah 15b suggests this can also refer to the King above — as if to 
say: the Guardian of Israel does not slumber.

One ordinary detail — and everything flips.

The gallows meant for Mordechai become Haman’s end. 
The decree of annihilation becomes a day of Jewish victory.

v’nahafoch hu — it was turned upside down.

History turns because the true King is awake.

So too now. Nations maneuver. Leaders speak. Armies mobilize.

But the true King of history neither sleeps nor abandons His covenant.
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ר ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ ן שׁ֝וֹמֵ֗ נוּם וְלֹ֣א ייִשָׁ֑ (Psalms 121:4) הִנֵּ֣ה לֹֽא־יָ֭

This is the heartbeat of Purim.

And this is our hope today.

We do not deny danger. 
We do not minimize real threats. 
But we also do not forget that the God of Israel specializes in reversals.

He can turn escalation into restraint. 
He can turn threat into transformation. 
He can turn fear into resilience.

We have seen it before — in Persia, in Rome, in Spain, in Europe, in the rebirth of Israel.

The Jewish story bends toward survival because it is guided by covenant.

So how do we find God now?

Look carefully.

Look at Jewish unity in times of crisis. 
Look at the strength of Israel’s people. 
Look at the resilience of our communities worldwide. 
Look at the fact that we are still here — reading the same Megillah thousands of years 
later.

That itself is not coincidence.

The Megillah teaches us that redemption does not always roar.

Sometimes it whispers.

Sometimes God splits seas.

And sometimes He turns hearts, nudges events, rearranges nights of insomnia, and guides 
nations through hidden providence.
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The Divine Name is absent from the Megillah.

But He is there.

In Shushan. 
In exile. 
In danger. 
In deliverance.

And He is here now.

In Jerusalem. 
In Tehran. 
In Washington. 
In every Jewish home that lights Shabbat candles and whispers prayers for peace.

May we have the faith of Mordechai. 
The courage of Esther. 
And the trust to believe that even when God acts in disguise — He is still guarding His 
people.

And may we soon witness our own v’nahafoch hu — a turning toward peace, security, 
and revealed goodness for Israel and for all who dwell in the Middle East.

Amen.

Closing Tefillah

Ribbono Shel Olam,

Guardian of Israel — 
You who neither slumber nor sleep,

In days when Your face feels hidden, 
help us trust that Your hand is still guiding.
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Spread over the State of Israel and all its inhabitants 
Your sukkat shalom — Your shelter of peace.

Strengthen and protect the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces 
and all who stand guard over Jewish life. 
Grant wisdom to Israel’s leaders, 
clarity to those making difficult decisions, 
and restraint where restraint is needed.

Turn the hearts of enemies away from hatred and destruction. 
Remove the threat of violence from the Middle East — 
from Israel, from Iran, from every land caught in conflict.

Just as in the days of Mordechai and Esther 
You brought v’nahafoch hu — a great reversal — 
so too in our time, we pray that may You transform fear into security, 
anxiety into stability, 
and war into lasting peace.

May we soon see the day 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
and all who dwell on earth will recognize 
that even when You are hidden, 
You have never left Your people.

Oseh shalom bimromav — 
Hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu, 
v’al kol Yisrael, 
v’al kol yoshvei tevel.

And let us say: Amen!
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