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Sermon:

“You Shall Be My Treasured Possession”
—What Should Be Our Mission Statement?
By Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D.

Before Sinai thunders. 
Before commandments are carved in stone. 
Before laws, rituals, and obligations are given—
God gives a mission statement.

The Torah is very precise:

ר סִינָיֽ׃ אוּ מִדְבַּ֥ ה בָּ֖ יםִ בַּיּ֣וֹם הַזֶּ֔ רֶץ מִצְרָ֑ ל מֵאֶ֣ י לְצֵ֥את בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ דֶשׁ֙ הַשְּׁלִישִׁ֔ ֹ֙  בַּח

“On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone forth from the land of Egypt… they entered 
the wilderness of Sinai.”

This moment matters. Israel is no longer enslaved—but not yet instructed. 
They are free, but still forming. 
They stand not in a city, not in a palace, but in a wilderness, facing a mountain.

And there, before asking Israel to do anything, God reminds them:

ם אֵלָיֽ׃ א אֶתְכֶ֖ ים וָאָבִ֥ י נְשָׁרִ֔ א אֶתְכֶם֙ עַל־כַּנְפֵ֣ יםִ וָאֶשָּׂ֤ יתִי לְמִצְרָ֑ ר עָשִׂ֖ ם אֲשֶׁ֥ ם רְאִיתֶ֔ אַתֶּ֣

“You have seen what I did… how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me.”

This is crucial: 
God does not begin with demands. 
God begins with relationship.

Before law—love. 
Before covenant—care. 
Before obedience—rescue.

The mission statement begins with memory: 
Remember who saved you. Remember how you got here.
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Then comes the conditions:

י ם אֶת־בְּרִיתִ֑ י וּשְׁמַרְתֶּ֖ ה אִם־שָׁמ֤וֹעַ תִּשְׁמְעוּ֙ בְּקלִֹ֔ וְעַתָּ֗

“Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My covenant…”

Note how the Torah places a double emphasis on the listening ּ֙שָׁמ֤וֹעַ תִּשְׁמְעו.

Judaism is honest: choosiness is not entitlement; it is responsibility. 
The word shema—to listen—means more than hearing. 
It means to internalize, to respond, to act.

And then God declares the core identity: 

י כׇּל־הָאָרֶֽץ׃ ים כִּי־לִ֖ עַמִּ֔ י סְגֻלָּה֙ מִכׇּל־הָ֣ יתֶם לִ֤ וִהְיִ֨
ר אֶל־בְּנֵי֥ ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ ר תְּדַבֵּ֖ ים אֲשֶׁ֥ לֶּה הַדְּבָרִ֔ ים וְג֣וֹי קָד֑וֹשׁ אֵ֚ כֶת כּהֲֹנִ֖ י מַמְלֶ֥ ם תִּהְיוּ־לִ֛ וְאַתֶּ֧

“You shall be My treasured possession (segulah) among all the peoples… 
You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

This is the mission statement of Israel.

Not power. 
Not dominance. 
Not perfection.

But purpose.

Segulah does not mean exclusive ownership. 
God immediately says:

“Indeed, all the earth is Mine.”

So Israel is not chosen instead of the world— 
Israel is chosen for the sake of the world.

A kingdom of priests does not exist for itself. 
Priests stand between heaven and humanity. 
They translate holiness into daily life.

To be holy does not mean to escape the world. 
It means to elevate it.
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Now fast forward.

Hillel is asked to summarize the Torah. 
He answers:

“What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. 
The rest is commentary—go and learn.”

Rabbi Akiva goes even further:

“Love your fellow as yourself—this is the great principle of the Torah.”

Notice what they do.

They take the cosmic mission of Sinai 
and translate it into human behavior.

If we are God’s treasured possession, 
it must show up in how we treat one another.

Not in how loudly we proclaim faith— 
but in how carefully we guard dignity.

Putting it all together:

From God:

“You shall be My treasured possession… a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

From Hillel:

“Do no harm.”

From Rabbi Akiva:

“Actively love.”

So our mission statement is not abstract. 
It is ethical. 
It is relational. 
It is lived.

And it is evolving.
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We exist to reflect God’s care in the world— 
to listen deeply, act justly, 
and love our fellow as ourselves, 
so that holiness becomes visible in human life.

Here is your homework assignment for the week. 

What Should Be Our Mission Statement for 2026?

I look forward hearing your responses.

At Sinai, the people responded:

ה ה נַעֲשֶׂ֑ ר יהְוָֹ֖ ל אֲשֶׁר־דִּבֶּ֥ ֹ֛ אמְר֔וּ כּ ֹ֣ ם יחְַדָּו֙ וַיּ  וַיּעֲַנ֨וּ כׇל־הָעָ֤

“All that GOD has spoken, we will do.”

Not “we understand.” 
Not “we agree.” 
But we will do.

Judaism is a faith of action.

Every act of fairness, 
every refusal to humiliate, 
every choice to love when it is difficult—

is a reenactment of Sinai.

Remember,
To be God’s treasured possession 
is not to be above others, 
but to be responsible for others.
To stand at Sinai is to accept a lifelong calling:
To carry the world gently— 
the way God carries us.
Amen.
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