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AKSE WINTER FILM FEST 2026 BEGINS 
 

WATCH THE FILM ñYANIV.ò 
A comedy about a High School teacher in the Bronx 

who loses his funding  

  

AND THEN JOIN A DISCUSSION OF THE FILM 
Online Viewing Window January 3-6 
Discussion January 6 at 7 PM 

 

See page 6 for details. 

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE 
New Course 

 

ñHow To Pray Like a Proò 
 
 

First session Tuesday, January 20 at 7 PM.  
See page 7 for details. 

7EШ  Ш uÉEШ ~7 ÉÉ ?§Åу 
Â§ÉÑШ Ш]§§]xEШÅEéfEìг 

 
 

See page 2 for details. 

THE 14
TH

 AKSE ACADEMY 
Sunday, January 18, 1 ï 4 PM at the Siegel JCC 

(See details on page 5) 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

David & Susan Epstein, Co-Presidents 

Jonathan Jaffe, Executive VP 

Alan Bleier, VP Facilities  

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne Seidel & Martin Cohn, 

 VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

 Karen Moss, Secretary 

Alan Bleier,  Menôs Club President 
 
 

Dianne Seidel & Sylvia Wagman, 
 

Sisterhood Advisors 
 

Amy Tursky, Librarian 
 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Rachel Liba Taylor 

Office Administrator 
 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Shalom Chaverim, 

 
Are you proud? Get loud! In our push to raise AKSE's 
visibility, every member can help. Here's a really easy 
way: please, write a "Google review" of AKSE! 
 

When new folks look for a synagogue in Wilmington, a web 
search responds to the number and content of reviews that have 
been published. The more members who post a review, the 
more visible AKSE will become. 
 

What to write? Write about what moves your excitement about 
your synagogue.  It could be just one line long, or three 
paragraphs. The details really don't matter; as long as it's 
genuine and positive, people will respond. You could mention: 
 

¶ our welcoming, inclusive community and warm friendships 

¶ the multiple Jewish learning opportunities 

¶ the numerous and varied fun social events 

¶ the beautiful, intimate building where we hold meaningful 
services 

¶ our engaged, energetic, approachable Rabbi and Rebbetzin 

¶ or something fun and quirky that no one else would mention! 
 

It's very powerful to write about a specific experience ("High 
Holiday services were wonderful," etc.). Try to come up with 
your own words - we definitely don't want all the reviews to 
sound the same! Peruse other reviews of us that have already 
been written for more ideas. 
 

How to post the review? That's even easier; it's just a few steps. 
In any web browser, go to Google.COM . If you're not already 
signed in, click the "Sign In" button in the upper right corner. (If 
you don't have a google or gmail account, you can create one.) 
 

Then, search for "Adas Kodesch Wilmington." On the right, you'll 
see the synagogue's listing. (Do NOT navigate to OUR website 
AKSE.ORG - you can't post a review there.) Under our name, 
click on "11 Google Reviews" (hopefully more soon!). On the 
pop-up, in the upper right corner, click the "Write A Review" 
button. 
 

Now you can give us a rating (I hope 5 stars!) and post the 
review that you wrote. 
 

It's that simple! I bet you can do it in 10-15 minutes. And the 
benefit? More visibility for us! 
 

So, once again: Are you proud of AKSE? 
Help us expand, by posting a review! 
 
Kol Tuv,  

David and Susan Epstein 

Co-Presidentsô Message 
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RABBI ABEôS MESSAGE 
 

Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 

 

This past year, we proudly celebrated AKSEôs 140th anniversary. On 

December 21, we gathered at the Siegel JCC for a Celebration of Lights, 

marking the final AKSE 140 event and honoring our legacy as a beacon 

of light to the greater Jewish community of Delaware for the past 140 

years. 

 

The event was warmly received and truly memorable. We celebrated together with delicious 

food, latkes, donuts, uplifting Klezmer music, and the honor of having Governor Matt Meyer 

light the eighth candle of the menorah. The program opened with heartfelt remarks from 

Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester, followed by reflections from Dr. Howard Berlin on AKSEôs rich 

history and accomplishments. Our keynote speaker, Rabbi Jeff Salkinðauthor and bloggerð

addressed our community on ñRebuilding Our People: The Future of American Judaism.ò His 

message aligned powerfully with our ongoing commitment to strengthening AKSE and 

Jewish life throughout Delaware. We were also honored to have Rabbi Albert Gabbai, Rabbi 

Emeritus of Congregation Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia, deliver the benediction. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to the many individuals 

who helped make this year of celebration such a success. First and foremost, thank you to 

Alan Goldberg, Chair of the AKSE 140 Committee, for his leadership and guidance; the 

AKSE Sisterhood; Judy Berlin, our Balabuste, for preparing the food; my beloved wife, Ariel, 

for her constant support in planning these events; Mark Wagman for public relations; Brad 

Glazier for photography; and all those who shared reflections on our history throughout the 

year. I am deeply grateful to each of you. 

 

My hope and prayer is that we draw inspiration from this year of celebration and reflectionð

honoring all that AKSE has achieved over the past 140 yearsðand that we continue to lead, 

grow, and inspire for many years to come. Amen. 

 

Mazal Tov, 

Rabbi Abe 

 

 

See photos from the ñCelebration of Lightò on pages 10 and 11. 
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1/3 AKSE Men  
1/10 Neil Lattin 
1/17 Rabbi Abe  
1/24 Rabbi Abe  
1/31 Rabbi Abe 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JANUARY 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
(PLEASE NOTE: On 1/30 there will NOT be a Friday 
service at AKSE. Congregants are encouraged to 
attend Federation Shabbat at Beth Emeth at 7 PM.) 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; Mincha immediately 
following Kiddushñapprox. 1 PM (no Maõariv or 
Havdallah at the shul) 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29)  
Shacharit with Torah reading.  
Note: No Service January 1 
 

Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

CALLING ALL JANUARY BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  
January 3. All those with these January celebrations will receive 
a special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, including 

ice cream cake and more. 

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
3:30 PM in the Gameesh Room 

 

Here are the dates: Tuesdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27. 

Wednesday, 1/7 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Monday, 1/19 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JANUARY 

SHABBAT TORAH  
READING SCHEDULE 
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AKSE Winter Film Fest 2026 
Sponsored by the Education Committee 

 
The films are free to members of the AKSE community.   

Access information will be emailed the week before the viewing window begins. 
 

January  3-6 ð Yaniv 
 
 

Directed by Amnon Carmi 
USA, 2023, Comedy,  
English, 80 Minutes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 31 - Feb 3 ð Shared Legacies 
 
Directed by Shari Rogers 
USA, 2020, Documentary,  
English, 97 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 14-17 ð The Life 
and Times of Hank 
Greenberg 

 

A high school teacher in the Bronx loses 
funding for the school musical and convinces 
his fellow statistics teacher--secretly a 
recovering gambling addict--to help him cheat 
at an underground card game run by the 
Hasidic Jewish community. The plan goes 
awry with mounting consequences, but help 
comes at an unexpected time from the least 
likely people.  
 
Viewing window Saturday 1/3 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 1/6 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 1/6 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by Barry and Annie Solan) 

The crucial historical lessons of Black-Jewish 
cooperation are revisited and revived in this 
utterly fascinating, urgent call to action. 
Common cause was found in the turbulent 
ó60s Civil Rights era, as Jewish leaders 
backed Dr. Kingôs efforts at racial equality 
and harmony. Yet, the relationship has frayed 
in recent years, as a once mighty bond of 
support and respect has seemingly faded, 
been forgotten or ignored. 
 
Viewing window Saturday 1/31 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 2/3 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 2/3 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by TBD) 

A humorous and nostalgic award-winning 
documentary about an extraordinary baseball 
player who transcended religious prejudice to 
become an American icon. Detroit Tiger 
Hammerinô Hankôs accomplishments during 
the Golden Age of Baseball rivaled those of 
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.  
 
Viewing window Saturday 3/14 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 3/17 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 3/17 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by Eric Levin) 

Directed by Aviva Kempner 
USA, 2000, Documentary, 
English, 95 minutes 
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HOW TO PRAY LIKE A PRO 
(With Rabbi Abe) 

 
Meeting Time: 
The last two Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 PM 
JanuaryïJune (unless otherwise noted) 
 
Taught by Rabbi Abe. Light refreshments will be served. 
  
Course Objective: 
The Zohar teaches that the sulamðJacobôs ladderðserves as a profound metaphor for 
prayer. Within Jewish mysticism, prayer is understood as the spiritual ladder through which 
the human soul ascends toward the Divine. 
 
This course offers an in-depth exploration of the nature of prayer and the historical, 
philosophical, and theological origins of Jewish liturgy. Through the study of classical texts 
drawn from Tanakh, Talmud, Midrash, Kabbalah, and Hasidut, we will examine the 
development of prayer and its role as a central mode of Jewish religious expression. 
 
Each session will incorporate Ựevruta-style learning, allowing participants to engage 
collaboratively in paired and small-group study of primary source texts, fostering thoughtful 
discussion and deeper insight. 
 
Our aim is to cultivate a nuanced understanding of the diverse customs, historical 
developments, legal frameworks, philosophical perspectives, and structural foundations 
of tefillah and the siddur. By integrating rigorous scholarship with spiritual reflection, 
participants will gain the tools to approach prayer with greater knowledge, intentionality, and 
spiritual fluency. 
 
No prior knowledge of Hebrew or Judaism is required. 
 
Course is free and available both in-person and via Zoom. Please register by 
contacting the office at office@AKSE.org or 302-762-2705. 

First two sessions ð 
Tuesday, Jan. 20 
Tuesday, Jan. 27 

EAT, LEARN AND PRAY (not in that order) WITH RABBI ABE 
(Jan. datesñJan. 15, 22, 29) 

 

On most Thursday mornings (except for the first Thursday of the 
month and holidays). Shacharit at 9 AM, followed by light breakfast 
and Torah study. In this course we study and debate a variety of texts, 
commentaries, and themes on the weekly Parsha. This course is based 
on the book ñIt Takes Two to Torahò by Abigail Pogrebin and Rabbi Dov 
Linser: An Orthodox Rabbi and Reform Journalist Discuss and Debate 
Their Way Through the Five Books of Moses. 
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Any Level Hebrew/Chumash Class  
 

Another learning option on Thursday mornings between 10 AM and 11:30 AM. Engage 
with Chumash text through reading and translating the Hebrew verses, discussing the 
meaning and the commentary, and participating in lively discussions! For more information, 
please contact Eleanor Weinglass at 302-897-6042. 

Now Available at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth: 
A New Continuing Education Opportunity 

 

 
PROJECT ZUG ï REGISTRATION IS OPEN: Project Zug is an 
online learning platform that connects Jewish learners 
worldwide engaging in text-based study in havruta (pairs) or 
small groups. Project Zug has a course for everyone. With 
AKSEôs community subscription, individual members can 
register for any course free of charge. To see the entire 
catalog of courses, visit https://www.projectzug.org/courses. 
An email was sent with detailed instructions for registering; 
printed registration instructions are also available in the 
AKSE building. For questions and help, contact Michele 
Weiner at michele.weiner222@gmail.com. 

 

FEDERATION SHABBAT 
Friday, January 30, 2026 at 7 PM 

Congregation Beth Emeth 

We encourage you to join together with the community for Federation Shabbat. 
AKSE will not be holding its usual Kabbalat Shabbat service at this time. 

Several AKSE members, 
including members of our High 
Holiday Choir, are scheduled 

to participate. 

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on  Wednesday, January 7, at 4 PM.  The 
members are at different levels of Hebrew ability, and 
we help each other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot! 
Use the AKSE Zoom link on page 4. 
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                             1                

Happy 2026  
NEW YEAR!!! 
 
AKSE will be 
closed, No Services, 
no Rabbi Abe Class     
 
 

                 2      
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                   3 
Parshat Vayechi 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha ~1 pm 
 

BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Havdallah 
at home 
5:35 pm 
 

                                  4 
Yaniv 

Film Viewing 
available 

                 5 
Yaniv 

Film Viewing 
available 
 
 

                  6 
Yaniv 

Film Viewing 
available 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
Film Discussion via 
Zoom 7 pm 

                   7 
 

 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm 
 

                   8             

In-person 
Shacharit  9 am 
(no class) 

 

                              9 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

                            10 
Parshat Shemot                          
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha  ~1 pm 
 

Havdallah  
at home 
5:41 pm 
 
 
 

               11 
  

               12 
 
 

                         13 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 
 

                 14 
 
 

                          15 
 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 

 

                   16 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

                         17                 
Parshat Vaôeira 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
at home 
5:48 pm 
 
 
 

               18 
 

AKSE 
ACADEMY 
JCC 1-4  PM 
 

               19 
ROSH  
CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
9 am 

                20 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
How To Pray Like a 
Pro  7 pm (hybrid) 
 
 

                 21    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                          22 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 
 
 
 
 

 

                        23 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                           24 
Parshat Bo 
Shacharit 9 am  
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
at home 
5:56 pm 
 
 
 

                         25 
                          
 

                    
                                    

                          26 
 

                        27  
 
 
 
Mincha at AKSE  
3:30 pm 
 
How to Pray Like a 
Pro  7 pm (hybrid) 

                      28 
 
 
 

 
 

                 29                   30                  31                                                     
                                     FEDERATION 
                                     SHABBAT at  
                                     Beth Emeth 
                                      7:00 pm 
 
 
                           
                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                              

     
     

13 SHEVAT 12 SHEVAT 

29 TEVET 2 SHEVAT 

19 TEVET 18 TEVET 

9 SHEVAT 

14 TEVET 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8 SHEVAT 

 6 SHEVAT 1 SHEVAT 

28 TEVET 22 TEVET 

 4 SHEVAT 

24 TEVET 26 TEVET 25 TEVET 23 TEVET 

7 SHEVAT 

5 SHEVAT 

11 SHEVAT 

15 TEVET 

12 TEVET 

21 TEVET 16 TEVET 

13 TEVET 

20 TEVET 17 TEVET 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

JAN 2 

JAN  9 

JAN 16 

JAN 23 

JAN 30 

4:31 pm 

4:37 pm 

4:45 pm 

4:53 pm 

5:01 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

10 SHEVAT 

3 SHEVAT 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

 
Havdallah 
(at home ) 

 JAN 3 

 JAN 10 

 JAN 17 

 JAN 24 

 JAN 31 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

5:35 pm 

5:41 pm   

5:48 pm 

5:56 pm 

6:03 pm 

27 TEVET 

SHABBAT SHIRAH 

Parshat BeShalach 
Shacharit 9 am  
Mincha ~1 pm 
 

Havdallah 
at home  
6:03 pm 

In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 
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Photos from AKSE 140 Finale Event, A Celebration of Light, on December 21 
 

Photos by Brad Glazier 
 

Over 140 congregants and community members were in attendance as AKSE presented a 
culminating event celebrating its 140th anniversary year. The event was organized by Rabbi 
Abe and Alan Goldberg, with many others contributing their efforts. Senator Lisa Blunt-
Rochester and Governor Matt Meyer were present and offered remarks. Howard Berlin 
reminisced about his multi-generational AKSE family. Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin presented an 
entertaining, but sobering, keynote speech focusing on the Jewish future. Rabbi Albert Gabbai 
of the 285-year-old Congregation Mikveh Israel concluded the program with a benediction. 
There was much delicious food, as well as the music of the Ezekielôs Wheels Klezmer Band. 
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Above photo by Jonathan Jaffe 

More photos from AKSE 140 Finale Event on Sunday, December 21 
 

Photos by Brad Glazier, except as noted 
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Photos by Faye Bakovsky and Powell Parks 


