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Chanukah begins the evening of Sunday, December 
14 and continues through Monday, December 22. 
 

Join us for a special Kiddush following services on 
Shabbat Chanukah December 20. 
 

And of course, please join us on December 21 for 
our ñCelebration of Lightò at the JCC. 
 

CHANUKAH EVENTS: 
Saturday, 12/20 at 9 AMðShabbat service followed by Chanukah Kiddush 
Sunday, 12/21 at 9 AMðRosh Chodesh Tevet services (Zoom) 
Sunday, 12/21 at noonðA Celebration of Light, concluding AKSE 140 event at the Siegel JCC 

 

CHINESE FOOD & A MOVIE 
FEATURING ºMARATHON MOM» 

 

thursDAY, DECEMBER 25 AT 4 PM 
(details on page 9)  

A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT 
AKSE 140 Closing Event 

Sunday, December 21 at Noon 
Siegel JCC 

 

AKSE Looks to the Future as It Caps a Year of Celebrating the Past 

Please plan to join us as we celebrate with a light reception, Chanukah and Klezmer music, 

a communal Menorah lighting, and desserts. Our featured speaker, Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin,  will 

address the topic ñRebuilding Our People: The Future of American Judaism.ò Free, but 

registration is required by Dec. 15. See details on pages 2 to 5. 
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                     DECEMBER 13   Harriet Ainbinder 
 
                     DECEMBER 27   Eric Levin 
 
                     JANUARY 3   Jonathan Jaffe 

 

A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT 

AKSE Looks to the Future as It Caps a Year of 
Celebrating the Past 

By David Epstein, AKSE Co-President 

(Reprinted from Dec. 2025 issue of Jewish Living Delaware) 

For most of the year-long celebration of our 140th 
anniversary, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth has reveled in 
memories and history. Our culminating event, on 
Sunday, December 21 at the Siegel JCC, will focus on 
the future. Our featured speaker, Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin, 
will address the topic ñRebuilding Our People: The Future 
of American Judaism.ò We invite the entire Jewish 
community to participate. 

This is an opportunity to step back, and to step up. 
American Judaism stands at a moment of reckoning ð not 
a crisis of survival, but of purpose. How can the Jewish 
community rediscover its calling to be a people of repair? 
Rabbi Salkin will consider how the Jewish community can 
become a center of meaning, how learning can lead to 
conscience, and how Jewish life can once again serve as a 
light not only to the nations, but to itself. In the language of 
our time, how do we reboot American Judaism? 

Rabbi Salkin, a noted writer, author, and speaker, is one of 
American Judaismôs most prolific and frequently quoted 
rabbis. His column, ñMartini Judaism: For Those Who Want 
to Be Shaken and Stirred,ò published by the Religion News 
Service, has won several awards both as a column and as 
a podcast. He has been a commentator on CNN and the 
BBC, and his essays have appeared in The Washington 
Post, Commentary, The Wall Street Journal, Tablet, and 
Forward.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Widely regarded as one of the most thoughtful and provocative voices in contemporary 
Jewish life, Rabbi Salkin is the author of twelve books on such diverse topics as bônai 
mitzvah, masculinity, Israel, interfaith relations, the spirituality of career, and Judaism as 
counterculture. His post-October 7 book "Tikkun Ha'Am / Repairing Our People: Israel and 
the Crisis of Liberal Judaism" will have special relevance to his talk. 

The event program will include a light reception, Chanukah and Klezmer music by 
musicians from the Ezekiel's Wheels Klezmer Band, and a short reminiscence by Dr. 
Howard Berlin, author of 35 books and many articles and part of a multi-generational 
AKSE family. A Q&A session will follow Rabbi Salkinôs presentation. The event will 
culminate with a communal menorah lighting for the eighth day of Chanukah, 
delicious desserts, and some more music. 

We are honored that Rabbi Albert E. (Abraham) Gabbai will deliver a benediction to close the 
formal portion of the event. He is the Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Mikveh Israel, a 
Sephardic congregation in Philadelphia founded in 1740. Born in Egypt, he was imprisoned 
there for three years following the Six Day War. After immigrating to the US, he studied at 
Yeshiva University in New York City and the Shehebar Sephardic Center in Jerusalem. 
Rabbi Gabbai served as Rabbi of Mikveh Israel for 35 years. 

There is no charge to attend the event, but registration is required. Join us for a fun and 
meaningful celebration of AKSE, a beacon of light for our Jewish community for the past 140 
years, and of the opportunity for a bright Jewish future. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event details: 

A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT 

AKSE 140 FINALE EVENT 

Sunday, December 21 

12ï1:15 PM  Reception and Music 

1:15ï2:45 PM  Program 

2:45ï3:30 PM  Menorah Lighting, Dessert, and Music 

Siegel JCC 

Free, but registration is required by December 15 at https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/
akse-140-finale or by contacting the AKSE office at 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org. 

(Continued from page 2) A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT, Sunday, December 21 
 

Members of Ezekielôs Wheels Klezmer Band 
will perform at our Celebration of Light. 

https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/akse-140-finale
https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/akse-140-finale
mailto:office@AKSE.org
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RABBI ABEôS MESSAGE 
 

Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 

 

Over the past year, we have been honored to commemorate our 140th 

anniversary through a meaningful series of events celebrating AKSEôs 

longstanding role as a beacon of Jewish life in Wilmington, Delaware. 

These occasions have allowed us to reflect on the richness of our past 

and the strength of our community. I extend my sincere gratitude to all 

who shared their treasured memories, and I offer special appreciation to Alan Goldberg for 

his dedicated leadership as chair of the AKSE 140 Committee. 

 

Please join us for our concluding anniversary event, A Celebration of Light, on Sunday, 

December 21 at noon at the Siegel JCC. We are privileged to welcome Rabbi Jeff Salkin, 

distinguished author and blogger, who will address the future of Judaism in America, and 

Rabbi Albert Gabbai, Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Mikveh Israel in Philadelphia, who will 

deliver a benediction, followed by lighting of the Chanukah Menorah. And, of course, no 

celebration would be complete without a special reception, delicious desserts, Klezmer 

music. 

 

In this challenging period, as antisemitism and hatred toward Jews continue to rise, we 

grapple with the question: How do we confront such darkness? Chanukah reminds us of the 

enduring power of hope and resilience. As we recount in the Al Hanisim prayer, G-d 

supported the Maccabees in their time of distress, delivering ñthe mighty into the hands of the 

weak, and the many into the hands of the few,ò bringing redemption to His people ñunto this 

very day.ò 

 

May G-d protect the people of Israel and the Land of Israel. May His eternal light bring 

strength, comfort, and peace to us all. Chanukah Sameach, may your holiday be filled with 

warmth and light. 
 

Am Yisrael Chai! 
 
Sincerely, 

Rabbi Abe 
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6:00 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; Mincha immediately 
following Kiddushñapprox. 1 PM (no Maõariv or 
Havdallah at the shul) 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 12/25)  
Shacharit with Torah reading 
 

Tuesday, 12/30 at 3:30 PM Mincha on the Fast of Asara BõTevet 
 

Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

SHABBAT TORAH  
READING SCHEDULE 

 

12/6 Rabbi Abe  
12/13 AKSE Men  
12/20 Rabbi Abe  
12/27 Rabbi Abe 

CALLING ALL DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  
December 6. All those with these December celebrations will 
receive a special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 

including ice cream cake and more. 

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
3:30 PM in the Gameesh Room 

 

Here are the dates: Tuesdays, December 2, 9,16, 23. 

EXTRA TREAT AT SHABBAT KIDDUSH 
DECEMBER 20 

 
 

There will be latkes with 
applesauce and sour cream 
on December 20 as part of 
the Shabbat Kiddush.  

Wednesday, 12/10 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Sunday, 12/21 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH TEVET) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 
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ENJOY AND SUPPORT OUR AKSE DANCERS!!! 
 
 

The AKSE Folk Dance Group, Lanetzach 

Tziôirim (Forever Young), will perform at the 

Our Delaware Cultural Festival on Sunday, 

December 7 at Arsht Hall, just a block from 

our building. Their performance time is 

approx. 11:45 AM. 
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EAT, LEARN AND PRAY (not in that order) WITH RABBI ABE 
 

On most Thursday mornings (except for the first Thursday of the 
month and holidays). Shacharit at 9 AM, followed by light breakfast 
and Torah study. In this course we study and debate a variety of texts, 
commentaries, and themes on the weekly Parsha. This course is based 
on the book ñIt Takes Two to Torahò by Abigail Pogrebin and Rabbi Dov 
Linser: An Orthodox Rabbi and Reform Journalist Discuss and Debate 
Their Way Through the Five Books of Moses. 

Any Level Hebrew/Chumash Class  
 

Another learning option on Thursday mornings between 10 AM and 11:30 AM. Engage 
with Chumash text through reading and translating the Hebrew verses, discussing the 
meaning and the commentary, and participating in lively discussions! For more information, 
please contact Eleanor Weinglass at 302-897-6042. 

Now Available at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth: 
A New Continuing Education Opportunity 

 

 
PROJECT ZUG ï REGISTRATION IS OPEN: Project Zug is an 
online learning platform that connects Jewish learners 
worldwide engaging in text-based study in havruta (pairs) or 
small groups. Project Zug has a course for everyone. With 
AKSEôs community subscription, individual members can 
register for any course free of charge. To see the entire 
catalog of courses, visit https://www.projectzug.org/courses. 
An email was sent with detailed instructions for registering; 
printed registration instructions are also available in the 
AKSE building. For questions and help, contact Michele 
Weiner at michele.weiner222@gmail.com. 

KASHRUTH CLASS 
Wednesday, December 3 at 6:30 PM via Zoom 

 
Rabbi Abe is offering a Kashruth class for those interested in 
learning more about Kashruth, as well as for those who might 
be interested in serving as a Mashgiach/Mashgicha of the Va'ad 
HaKashruth. The class has been set up at the request of 
Congregation Beth Shalom, whose kitchen is under Va'ad 
supervision. 
 
To register and receive the Zoom link, please contact the AKSE 
office at office@AKSE.org or 302-762-2705 by Tuesday, 
December 2 at noon. 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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Marathon Mom follows Beatie Deutschôs journey as she strives to race in the Olympic Games. 

Beatie Deutsch is the Israeli national champion in the marathon and half marathon. As a mother of five young 
children, she has learned to apply her training to the real marathon of life.  

Suddenly cast into the spotlight as a representative of the entire Jewish people, how will Beatie handle the 
pressure? Can she still be a good wife and mother? Can she stay true to her values as an orthodox Jewish 
woman? Is her ambition really enough to make it to the elite level of Olympic Marathon runners and achieve 
the qualifying time of 2:29:30? 

To quote Beatie, ñLife is so much more than winning races or becoming famous é the only thing that truly 
defines us is the choices we make to expand our self, At the end of my life, thatôs the only thing Iôm going to 
take with me. Iôm here to develop my soul to its fullest.ò  

In Marathon Mom, we watch her race to do just that. 
World premiereðIsrael 2025      

In English, 90 minutes 
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Upcoming AKSE-led classes at Jewish Life and Learning 
 

 
December 4 ï ñHow to Pray Like a Proò with Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D. ï HYBRID 
 
December 4 ï ñDances for Parties and Simchasò with Lorraine Cohn 

ñLegacy Recipes ï The Art of Strudel Makingò  
 
On November 20, Rebbetzin Ariel Rabinovich and Balaboosta Judy Berlin shared the 
magic of baking the perfect strudel. Participants observed a culinary demonstration and 
then hand rolled their own strudels to take home! See photos and recipe on the next pages. 
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The Art of Strudel Making 
Ariel Rabinovich and Judy Berlin 

November 20 at Jewish Life & Learning 

Photos by Jessica Berlin 
and Ariel Rabinovich 
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Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

 
 

 
      

                   3                                   
 

                             4                

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am       
 
 
Jewish Life & 
Learning Classes 
JCC 7 pm 

                 5      
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                   6 
Parshat Vayishlach 
Shacharit 9 am 
Minchað1 pm 
 

BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Havdallah 
At home 
5:22 pm 
 

                                  7 
 

                 8 
 
 
 

                  9 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 

                 10 
 

 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm 
 

                 11             

In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 
 

 

                             12 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

                            13 
Parshat Vayeshev                          
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha  ~1 pm 
 

Havdallah  
At home 
5:23 pm 
 
 
 

               14 
 CHANUKAH 
Light Candles  
after sunset 

               15 
CHANUKAH 
 

                         16 
CHANUKAH 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 17 
CHANUKAH 
 

                          18 
CHANUKAH 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
 

Chanukah  
Party (JLL) 
JCC 7 pm 
 

                   19 
CHANUKAH 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

CHANUKAH  20                 
ROSH CHODESH 
Parshat Mikeitz 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
At home 
5:26 pm 
 
 

               21 
CHANUKAH 
ROSH  
CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
9 am 
 
AKSE 140 
Closing event 
12 noon 
 

               22 
CHANUKAH 

                23 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

                 24    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                          25 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 
 
Chinese Dinner & 
Film  4 pm 
 
 

                        26 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

                           27 
Parshat Vayigash 
Shacharit 9 am  
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
At home 
5:30 pm 
 
 
 

                         28 
                          
 

                    
                                    

                          29 
 

                        30  
FAST OF TEVET 
Fast begins 5:56 am. 
Fast ends 5:20 pm. 
 
Mincha at AKSE  
3:30 pm 
(PLEASE NOTE 
DIFFERENT 
LOCATION) 
 

                      31 
 
 
 

 
 

                       
 
 
                           
                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                              
                                      

     
     

13 KISLEV 12 KISLEV 

3 TEVET 

21 KISLEV 20 KISLEV 

10 TEVET 

16 KISLEV 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9 TEVET 

7 TEVET 2 TEVET 

30 KISLEV 24 KISLEV 

 5 TEVET 

26 KISLEV 28 KISLEV 27 KISLEV 25 KISLEV 

8 TEVET 

6 TEVET 1 TEVET 

17 KISLEV 

14 KISLEV 

23 KISLEV 18 KISLEV 

15 KISLEV 

22 KISLEV 19 KISLEV 

11 KISLEV 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

DEC 5 

DEC 12 

DEC 19 

DEC 26 

JAN  2 

4:19 pm 

4:19 pm 

4:22 pm 

4:26 pm 

4:31 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 11 TEVET 

4 TEVET 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

Havdallah 
(at home ) 

 

 DEC 6 

 DEC 13 

 DEC 20 

 DEC 27 

 JAN  3 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

5:22 pm 

5:23 pm   

5:26 pm 

5:30 pm 

5:35 pm 

29 KISLEV 
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SAVE THE DATES: EVENTS TO WARM YOUR WINTER 

MOVIES! MOVIES! MOVIES! AKSE WINTER FILM FEST 2026 
 
Another chance to avoid the cold and snow and sit comfortably in your homes and watch a 
provocative movie followed by a spirited discussion. Movies will again be available for streaming 
from Saturday evening (after Shabbat) through Tuesday evening and will be followed by a 
virtual discussion on Tuesday evening. These movies are available to AKSE members only: 
 
January 3-6   YANIV ï A comedy about a High School teacher in the Bronx who loses his funding 
 
January 31-February 3   SHARED LEGACIES ï Historical lessons on black and Jewish 
cooperation 
 
February 14-17   THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HANK GREENBERG ï A handsome, young 
Jewish ballplayer, challenging Babe Ruthôs home run record. 

AKSE ACADEMY 
Sunday, January 18, 2026, 2 ï 5 PM 

Siegel JCC, 101 Garden of Eden Rd., Wilmington, DE 19803 

 

FEDERATION SHABBAT 
Friday, January 30, 2026 

Congregation Beth Emeth 

The AKSE High 
Holiday Choir is 
scheduled to 
participate. 
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AKSE �0�(�1�·�6 CLUB  
BRUNCH  

Sunday, November 9, 2025 
 

Alan Bleier, Club President, and 
Mike Ostermueller of JFed 
Security discussing Security 
issues at a delicious brunch 

 
Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 

Mincha service 
at the Siegel 
JCCðNov. 11 

 
Photo by Mark 
Wagman 


