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FOOD FOR THE BODY, MIND, AND SOUL 

Menôs Club Brunch 
Sunday, November 9 at 10 AM 

 
Delicious brunch followed by speaker from JFED Security. Details on page 5. 

Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, November 21 at 6 PM 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat services followed by delicious catered 
dinner. Details on page 5. 

Eat, Learn, and Pray With Rabbi Abe 
Most Thursday Mornings 

 

Pray, eat, then study and debate the weekly Parsha. Details on page 3. 

Jewish Life and Learning 
Thursday Evenings 7-9:15 PMðOct. 23, Nov. 6, Nov. 20, Dec. 4 

 

Community-wide learning program at the Siegel JCC. Details on page 6. 

Project Zug 
On your own time, beginning November 2 

 

An exciting new flexible learning opportunity. Details on page 7. 

Emmanuel Dining Room Help Needed 
November 7, December 8, January 7 ð Details on page 12. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

David & Susan Epstein, Co-Presidents 

Jonathan Jaffe, Executive VP 

Alan Bleier, VP Facilities  

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne Seidel & Martin Cohn, 

 VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

 Karen Moss, Secretary 

Alan Bleier,  Menôs Club President 
 
 

Dianne Seidel & Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisors 
 

Amy Tursky, Librarian 
 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Rachel Liba Taylor 

Office Administrator 
 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Co-Presidentsô Message ð A Condensed Version 

of the Synagogue Appeal Delivered on Yom Kippur 

 

Shalom Chaverim, 

 

Susan and I are still at the start of our term as co-

presidents, and weôve been thinking a lot about what we 

want to accomplish. We want to do what we can to nurture 

our engaged community culture, and to help it grow, not 

shrink, over the next decades. 

 

So the congregation needs some very specific things from 

its members, in order for that growth to happen. 

 

First, the congregation needs engagement. Susan and I 

want to heartily congratulate the recipients of this yearôs 

High Holiday Honor, the past and present presidents of our 

Sisterhood. These women completely embody what we 

mean by engagement. 

 

But to be engaged, you donôt have to make a big 

commitment; small moments count just as much. Susan 

and I want to invite each of you to remain engaged, all 

year. I might even say: perhaps there are some of us 

whose last engagement with the congregation was last 

yearôs High Holiday services. In order to thrive, the shul 

needs engagement and contact with our members 

throughout the year. We canôt thrive as a congregation if 

our members are only occasionally engaged. 

 

So, we invite every member to commit to participate in at 

least two AKSE events before next yearôs High Holidays. 

You might volunteer to help Brad Glazier with his wonderful 

shoe project, or maybe you could volunteer to assist with 

one of our social events. Or, perhaps, you might attend a 

worship service or two; there are several every week. You 

donôt even have to leave your own home: you could simply 

enjoy one of the Jewish-themed movies that Lisa Elliott 

and Harriet Ainbinder arrange for us, then join the lively 

(Continued on page 11) 
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RABBI ABEôS MESSAGE 
 

Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 

On October 13, which this year was when we observed Hoshanah 

Rabbah, meaning ñThe Great Salvation,ò we witnessed the release of 20 

surviving living hostages after 738 days in captivity in Gaza.  
 

Let us express our profound relief and gratitude to Hashem that all 20 

surviving hostages have been released and returned home to Israel. We await the return of 

those among the 28 slain hostages whose bodies still remain in Gaza.     

 

åá ÉðġéÇØ ðáÉİÌæ åÍäĔêÍÜ ċËäÑËæ ġèáÊïčÆØ ÍáÅá ÜÍİÌØ ċġðÍĝ 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who frees the captives. 

 

We salute our IDF soldiers for their sacrifices during this past two years of war and to the 
American and Israeli governments for making this happen. 
 

We mourn those who did not return, victims of the deadliest assault on Jews since the 
Holocaust and all IDF fallen heroes. 
 

We continue to pray for the safety and security of our people and our Holy Land Israel. May 
He Who makes peace in His high heavens make peace for us and upon all Israel and let us 
say Amen. 
 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

Rabbi Abe 

EAT, LEARN AND PRAY (not in that order) WITH RABBI ABE 
 

On most Thursday mornings (except for the first Thursday of the 
month and holidays). Shacharit at 9 AM, followed by light breakfast 
and Torah study. In this course we will study and debate a variety of 
texts, commentaries, and themes on the weekly Parsha. This course 
will be based on the book ñIt Takes Two to Torahò by Abigail Pogrebin 
and Rabbi Dov Linser: An Orthodox Rabbi and Reform Journalist 
Discuss and Debate Their Way Through the Five Books of Moses. 

Any Level Hebrew/Chumash Class  
 
Another learning option on Thursday mornings between 10 AM and 11:30 AM. Engage 
with Chumash text through reading and translating the Hebrew verses, discussing the 
meaning and the commentary, and participating in lively discussions! For more information, 
please contact Eleanor Weinglass at 302-897-6042. 
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6:00 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah  
(11/1 at 5:45 PM) 
Mincha (11/8, 11/15, 11/22, 11/29 immediately 
following Kiddush, approx. 1 PM) 
 
NOTE: Beginning on 11/8, Mincha will take place 
following the Shabbat Kiddushñapprox. 1 PM, and 
there will be no Maõariv or Havdallah at the shul. 
 
Thursdays at 9 AM (11/6, 11/13, 11/20)  
Shacharit with Torah reading  
NOTE: No services on 11/27 (Thanksgiving) 
 
Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

SHABBAT TORAH  
READING SCHEDULE 

 
11/1 Howard Stromwasser  
11/8 AKSE Men  
11/15 Rabbi Abe  
11/22 AKSE Men & Women  
11/29 Rabbi Abe 

CALLING ALL NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday,  
November 8. All those with these November celebrations will 
receive a special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 

including ice cream cake and more. 

Tuesday afternoon Mincha service at the Siegel JCC 
3:30 PM in the Gameesh Room 

 
Here are the dates: Tuesdays November 4, 11, 18, 25. 

 

Join us for a  
 

Partnership Minyan 
(a service with both menôs 
and womenôs participation) 

 

Saturday, November 22 at 9 AM 
 

Parshat Toldot 
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AKSE MENõS CLUB  BRUNCH  

Sunday, November 9, 2025 

10 AMð12 NOON 
 

Mike Ostermueller, Deputy Director, JFed Security 
LLC, Jewish Federation of Southern New Jersey 

Concepts of Situational Awareness and 
a Discussion of Weapons at Synagogues 

Enjoy a delicious brunch, followed by Mikeôs presentation. Mike will first provide an 
overview of Situational Awareness Training and then introduce us to the current security 
thinking about firearms and synagogue security. Q&A will accompany the presentation. 
Mikeôs security expertise at JFed Security benefits from his distinguished and multifaceted 
career of 25 years with the Cherry Hill Police Department. 

Cost: $8 (Advance registration and payment requiredðMaximum attendance: 45 People) 

Register and pay online at https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/mens-club-brunch, or send 
check to the office. Paid registration must be completed online or check received in 
the office by Tuesday, November 4 at 12 noon. Questions? Contact the AKSE Office at 
302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org. 

 

Join fellow AKSE Congregants 
and Friends for Shabbat Dinner! 

 

Friday evening, November 21, 6 PM at AKSE 
 
 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat service at 6 PM will be followed by a 
delicious Shabbat dinner, including wine and dessert! 
 

 
Cost: $30/AKSE member, $36/Non-AKSE 
member. Registration with payment by 
Tuesday, November 11 at 12 noon, online at 
https://akse.wufoo.com/forms/shabbat-dinner 
or by check to the AKSE office. Paying by 
check to the office saves us credit card fees. 
Please note that registration is space limited. 

mailto:office@akse.org
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AKSE-led classes at Jewish Life and Learning 
 
October 23 ï ñYiddish Class for Non-Yiddish Speakers: Learn New Words and 
Expressions, Impress Your Friendsò with Joel Chodos 

 
November 20 ï ñLegacy Recipes ï The Art of Strudel Makingò ï Join Rebbetzin Ariel 
Rabinovich and Balaboosta Judy Berlin as they share the magic of baking the 
perfect strudel. Participants will observe a culinary demonstration and then hand roll 
their own strudels to take home! Zoom participants will be receiving the recipe prior to 
class and can follow along online. ï HYBRID 

 
December 4 ï ñHow to Pray Like a Proò with Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, Ph.D. ï HYBRID 
 
December 4 ï ñDances for Parties and Simchasò with Lorraine Cohn 
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Now Available at Adas 
Kodesch Shel Emeth: 
A New Continuing 

Education Opportunity 
 

Headôs up! Thereôs a new adult 
learning opportunity! 

This year we are thrilled to partner with 
Hadarôs Project Zug to offer AKSE 
members the opportunity to engage in 
weekly Jewish text study with curated, self-guided courses designed to spark rich discussion. This is 
a chance not only to engage in fun Jewish learning, but also to connect on a deeper level with fellow 
community members. 
 

How does it work? 

With our community subscription to Project Zug, individual members of AKSE can register for 
any course free of charge to study with a fellow community member (in havruta). Alternatively, 
small groups from the community can gather to learn a course together. This is an opportunity to 
engage in rich group discussions about various topics.  
 
Whatôs Project Zug? 
Project Zug is an online learning platform that connects Jewish learners worldwide for engaging in 
text-based study in havruta (pairs) or small groups. Whether you're a seasoned learner or never 
studied Jewish texts before, Project Zug has a course for everyone. Their diverse offerings cover a 
wide range of topics, from Talmud and Hebrew Bible to Jewish ethics and spirituality, all taught by 
fantastic educators. 

 
Whatôs so great about this? 

While we often learn by taking classes at a particular time with a teacher, this type of learning is 
qualitatively different. You will be an active participant in the learning, studying the texts and 
attempting to pull meaning from them with your study partner or fellow group members. Itôs a deeply 
democratic way of learning in that every participant has something to teach and something to learn. 
Furthermore, the rich topics and questions invite learners to engage in discussions beyond the small 
talk over Kiddush lunch; this is a chance to connect more deeply with fellow community members. 

 
LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS EXCITING OPPORTUNITY!!! 
 
Feel free to visit the website for Project Zug and look at the 
courses they offer. Just go to projectzug.org. To learn more 
about the Hadar Institute, visit hadar.org. To see the entire 
catalog of courses, visit https://www.projectzug.org/
courses. Courses become available on November 2. 
 
Look for emails with detailed instructions for registering 
to take courses, as well as a link to a video of an orientation session held in 
October. If you have questions about or need help registering for this learning 
opportunity, contact Michele at michele.weiner222@gmail.com. 

https://www.projectzug.org/courses
https://www.projectzug.org/courses
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Tuesday, 11/18 at 7 PMðDr. Nora Gold ñ18: Jewish Stories Translated From 18 
Languages.ò Register at tinyurl.com/46xhwuma to receive Zoom link. 

Friday, 11/21 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH KISLEV) 

Two options to connect via Zoom to 11/21 event: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club) will not meet in 
November. See the December Shofar for the next meeting. 

SAVE THE DATE 
AKSE 140 Closing Event 
Sunday, December 21 

Siegel JCC 
 

To quote King Solomon in Ecclesiastes, ñTo everything, there is a season.ò And to 

paraphrase, a time to recall and a time to go forward. We have spent the past year 

celebrating AKSEôs 140 years of history. On Dec. 21, a final reminiscence will be presented 

by Howard Berlin. Then, our featured speaker, acclaimed author Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, will 

take us forward and will talk about the future of Judaism in the U.S. Please plan to join us. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Chinese Dinner and a Film 
Thursday, December 25 

AKSE 
 

Itõs that time again for our annual December 25 Chinese 
Dinner and Film, sponsored by AKSE Sisterhood. Join us for 
some delicious food and fun. 
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                   1 
Parshat Lech Lecha 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv 
5:45 pm 
Havdallah 
6:42 pm 
 

 
 
 

                                  2 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 
ENDS 
 

Project Zug 
classes become 
available! 

                 3 
 
 
 

                  4 
 
 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

                   5 
 

 
 
 
 

                   6 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

Jewish Life & 
Learning Classes 
JCC 7 pm 

                                7 
 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 

 

 

                              8 
Parshat Vayeira                           
Shacharit 9 am 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 

Mincha  ~1 pm 
 

Havdallah  
At home 
5:35 pm 
 

                 9 
Menôs Club 
Brunch 10 am 
 

               10 
 
 

                         11 
 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
AKSE BOG 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 
 

                 12 
 
 

                          13 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 

                   14 
 
 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 

                  15     

Parshat Chayei Sara 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
At home 
5:29 pm 
 
 
 

               16 
 
 
 
 
 

               17 
 

                18 
 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Dr. Nora Gold 
webinar via Zoom 
7 pm 
 

                 19    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                          20 
In-person 
Shacharit     Pray 
9 amé.. Then: 
 Eat, Learn Class 
with Rabbi Abe 
 

Jewish Life & 
Learning Classes 
JCC 7 pm 

                        21 
ROSH 
CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit  
8 am 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat + 
DINNER 
6:00 pm 

                           22 
Parshat Toldot 
PARTNERSHIP 
MINYAN 
Shacharit 9 am  
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
At home 
5:25 pm 
 

                         23 
                          
 

                    
                    30                

                          24 
 

                        25  
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 

                      26 
 
 
 

 
 

                  27                28                     29     
 
 
                           
                                      Kabbalat 
                                      Shabbat 
                                      6:00 pm 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                              

     
     

3 KISLEV 

9 KISLEV 

27 CHESHVAN 

15 CHESHVAN 14 CHESHVAN 

5 KISLEV 

10 CHESHVAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 KISLEV 

2 KISLEV 26 CHESHVAN 

24 CHESHVAN   23 CHESHVAN 18 CHESHVAN 

 29 CHESHVAN 

20 CHESHVAN 22 CHESHVAN 21 CHESHVAN 19 CHESHVAN 

10 KISLEV 

1 KISLEV 25 CHESHVAN 

11 CHESHVAN 17 CHESHVAN 12 CHESHVAN 16 CHESHVAN 13 CHESHVAN 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

OCT 31 

NOV 7 

NOV 14 

NOV 21 

NOV 28 

5:43 pm 

4:35 pm 

4:28 pm 

4:24 pm 

4:20 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6 KISLEV 7 KISLEV 8 KISLEV 

28 CHESHVAN 

ÉċƻĲШƣőĲШ?ċƣĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШΝΠƣőШ 
ŰŰƨċũШ uÉEШ ĦċĬĲůǃШ 

ШÉƨŰĬċǃЯШsċŰƨċƖǃШΝΥЯШΞΜΞΣ 
ШċƣШƣőĲШs99 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

Havdallah 
(at home 
beg. 11/8) 

 NOV 1 

 NOV 8 

 NOV 15 

 NOV 22 

 NOV 29 

5:45 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

6:42 pm 

5:35 pm   

5:29 pm 

5:25 pm 

5:23 pm 

Parshat Vayetzei 
 
Shacharit 9 am  
Mincha ~1 pm 
 
Havdallah 
At home 
5:23 pm 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
No Shacharit service 
Office is closed                
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GIFT CARDS  "FOR SALE" PURCHASE 

ACME  SHOPRITE  GIANT 
 
 

Available from Marty Zukoff: 302-478-4734 and Dianne Seidel: 302-479-
0490. Utilizing the gift cards from AKSE raises money for our synagogue 
with no cost or inconvenience to YOU! We deliver and even mail...itôs a no 
brainer!! You can even call the office as well...302-762-2705. 
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Zoom discussion afterwards! You could join a Project ZUG class with a friend (or a new 

friend), for low-stress learning about Jewish topics. Or join one of Rabbi Abeôs classes by 

Zoom or in person. 

 

There is so much attractive activity! But we encourage you to do SOMETHING to engage, 

person to person, with your fellow congregants, all through the year. Start with committing 

yourself to just twoðand enjoy being present with your friends and fellow members. 

 

Second, the congregation needs to increase its membership. In our letters to you, weôve 

mentioned many outreach activities that weôve experimented with, to promote our 

congregation to potential new members, and we will continue to do so. But honestly, the best 

draw to AKSE is a personal invitation, from you as a current member, to someone who isnôt 

already affiliated with a congregation. 

 

Are you proud and pleased to belong to AKSE? Tell a friend. It works. Just in the last couple 

of months, we have gained three new members from our Jewish community, each one 

because of a personal invitation. If each of us recruits one new member before our co-

presidential term is up in three years, the congregation will have doubled in size. 

 

Third, the congregation needs money. Of course, annual dues must be paid; please talk to 

Jeff Seidel if this is an issue for you. But, if you are able, and if you havenôt already done so, 

please participate in the High Holiday Appeal. You might join the Circle Club or one of the 

other donation levels. The congregationôs budget operates in the red every year. We are still 

solvent, but thatôs not sustainable without donations and new members. 

 

Our synagogueôs slogan is: ñEmbracing. Engaging. Enriching.ò For our term as Co-

Presidents, Susan and I are especially attentive to the concept of Engaging. It is specifically 

the engagement of each of our members, each one of us, that makes our congregation the 

rich and meaningful experience that it is, all year long. 

 

Kol Tuv, 

Susan and David Epstein 

(Continued from page 2)  Co-Presidentsô Message 
 

PLEASE HONOR YOUR HONOR 
 

If you received a High Holiday Honor this year, please remember to honor it with 
an appropriate donation. Those assigned honors in advance receive a mailing with a 
form for this purpose. Your consideration is most greatly appreciated.    
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EMMANUEL DINING ROOM DATES APPROACHING! 
Volunteer Bakers Needed 

 
We are proud to be a part of the network of local churches and synagogues which provides 
nutritious meals to needy individuals at Emmanuel Dining Room East. Feeding the hungry is 
such a basic mitzvah; for some of the people served by Emmanuel Dining Room, the meal we 
provide is their only meal of the day. 
  
We will need bakers for our upcoming dates of November 7, December 8, and January 7. Please 
contact Wendy Shlossman (302-479-5599 or pshlossman@comcast.net) or Karen Moss (302-
478-4991 or Hamorahkeren96@gmail.com), EDR Co-chairs, to volunteer your assistance for this 
important mitzvah. Baked goods for our November lunch commitment can be delivered either to 
Wendy or Karen on Thursday, November 6, or they can be dropped off at Wendyôs house on 
Friday morning, November 7. Please make drop-off arrangements in advance. Donations to 
defray the expense of ingredients for the meal are always gladly accepted. 

WELCOME BACK SISTERHOOD BRUNCH 
 

Hi-tech selfie by Sylvia Wagman 
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Our choir, Cantor, and Rabbi, 
from left to right: Neal Cohn, 
Art Cohen, Mark Wagman, 

Michael Cabelli,  
Cantor Redfern, Rabbi Abe, 
David Epstein, Robert Weiner, 
Martin Cohn, Jeff Seidel,  
Eric Levin. Neil Lattin and 
Steve Tursky were not in 
attendance at photo time. 

High Holidays at the Siegel JCC 

¡Å °áá ÅçÞíęÅÁ ĄÓÅ ĒÅúę þ÷Å¼Õ°á Ml4 BÕÏÓ BíáÕÁ°ę +ÓíÕúƄ 
qÓÅę °ÁÁÅÁ »Å°ĉĄęſ æĉþÕ¼ſ °çÁ þ÷ÕúÕĄĉ°áÕĄę Ąí ĄÓÅ þÅúĒÕ¼ÅþƄ 

Photos by Mark Wagman, 
Jonathan Jaffe, and  
David Epstein 

(taken before or after Yom Tov)  
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Thanks to all who helped in constructing and decorating the AKSE Sukkah! 
 

Also, thank you to the AKSE Sisterhood for providing the fruit and baked goods for our Sukkah. Special 
thanks to Judy Berlin, Dianne Seidel, and Sylvia Wagman for doing the holiday Kiddush shopping and prep!  

 
Photos by David Epstein 

Decoration: Dianne Seidel, Sylvia Wagman, and Barbara Roisman  

Construction: Martin Cohn (Foreman), Evan Brodsky, Neal Cohn, Mike Cabelli, David Epstein, 
Wayne Geller, Jonathan Hoffman, and Barbara Roisman 


