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Café Tamar presents 
  

LIVNOT U’LEHIBANOT 
(To Build and Be Rebuilt) 

   

Monday, May 26, 2025 at 6:30 PM 
Yom Yerushalayim 

Siegel JCC Auditorium  

This year’s Café Tamar celebrates the 77
th

 anniversary of Israel’s 
independence. It is dedicated to our beloved Ann Jaffe, z”l. 

Featured performers include violinist Eliezer Gutman, violist Juliana Castillo, pianist 
Lotus Cheng, soloists Talia Goren, Cantor Yehoshua Redfern, Cindy Goldstein, and 

Becky Kotsifas, the Notables vocal ensemble, and the AKSE dance group. 

Don’t miss the celebration! Admission is 
$12 with advance payment by May 21, $15 

at the door, and children 6 to 12 are $5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advance orders online at akse.wufoo.com/
forms/cafe-tamar-2025 or contact office at 

302.762.2705 or office@AKSE.org. 

See article on page 6 for more details. 
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Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
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Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 
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Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 
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Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
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Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
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The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe – Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Dear Congregants: 

As you look forward to the summer and 
vacation time, you won’t want to miss three 
important AKSE events in late May and 
June: 
 

Café Tamar: On Memorial Day, May 26, which this year also 
coincides with Yom Yerushalayim, we present Café Tamar, our 
annual musical concert celebrating Israel’s independence. This 
year’s program is dedicated to Ann Jaffe, z”l, who performed in 
our choral group at Café Tamar for many years and who’s piano 
her family donated for use by Albert Einstein Academy and 
AKSE upon her passing last year. The program includes 
instrumental music, vocalists, and our dance group, whose 12 
dancers are currently hard at work rehearsing the five dances they 
will perform. See details on pages 1 and 6. 
 
AKSE 140 celebration event: Following two successful events 
in March, our yearlong celebration of AKSE’s 140th anniversary 
continues with an event on Erev Shavuot, Sunday, June 1. It will 
include a dairy dinner, reminiscences by some of our longtime 
members, and a presentation by Rabbi Abe about Rabbi Gewirtz’s 
book “Jewish Spirituality: Hope and Redemption.” See details on 
page 3. 
 
AKSE Annual Meeting: Finally, our annual congregational 
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 17. Your voice is important! 
There will be votes to approve the budget and slate of officers and 
board members (including my successor(s)!!!) for the coming 
year. There will also be reports on the accomplishments of the 
past year and the plans for our future. Your input and assistance 
are critical to our success! Look for complete details in a special 
mailing in early June. 
 

Martin Cohn 

President’s Message 
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AKSE 140 EVENT 
Erev Shavuot 

Sunday, June 1 at 6:30 PM 
 

 

Festive Dairy Dinner (with reservations) 

Speakers on AKSE History and Reminiscences 

Book Discussion with Rabbi Abe on “Jewish Spirituality: Hope and 
Redemption” by Rabbi Leonard Gewirtz, z”l 

Erev Shavuot services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner--$18/adult, $10/child 6-16,  
free for children 5 and under.  

RSVP with payment required by May 22,  
either online at  

akse.wufoo.com/forms/akse-140-erev-shavuot  
or by check to the office. 
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SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

 5/3 Cantor Redfern 
5/10 Cantor Redfern 
5/17 Cantor Redfern 
5/24 Cantor Redfern 
5/31 Rabbi Abe 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: Tuesdays—May 6,13,20,27 (Time—3:30 PM)   
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Gameesh Room 

 

CALLING ALL MAY BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, May 3. All 
those with these May celebrations will receive a special 

blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush,  including ice 
cream cake and more.  

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

Shabbat Services Every Week 

Friday—Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv at 6:30 PM 

Please Note New 6:30 PM Start Time.  
Saturday—Shacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Ma’ariv/Havdallah 
(5/3, 5/10 at 7:45 PM; 5/17, 5/24 at 8:00 PM,  
5/31 at 8:15 PM) 
 
 
Thursdays at 9 AM (5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29)  
Shacharit with Torah reading (5/1 is also Yom Ha’atzmaut) 
 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 
Safety Guidelines: The Health Committee has decided to cancel the AKSE COVID 
policy. We are back to utilizing good old common sense. Of course, if you feel ill, 
you should not come to in-person activities such as services. 

Upcoming Speaker 
 

May 31 — Irene Plotzker 
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GIFT CARDS  "FOR SALE" PURCHASE 
ACME  SHOPRITE  GIANT 

 
 

Available from Marty Zukoff: 302-478-4734 and Dianne Seidel: 302-479-
0490. Utilizing the gift cards from AKSE raises money for our synagogue 
with no cost or inconvenience to YOU! We deliver and even mail...it’s a no 
brainer!! You can even call the office as well...302-762-2705. 

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on May 21, at 4 PM.  The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each 
other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use the 
AKSE Zoom link (above). 

 

Wednesday, 5/21 at 4 PM—Chug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Wednesday, 5/28 at 8 AM—Shacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh Sivan) 

 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR MAY 

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE — Two Monthly Courses 
 

“Wrestling With Halacha” — May 20 
“Biblical Portraits: A Study and Bibliodrama Workshop” — May 27 

 

(if you’re not registered yet, please contact the AKSE office) 
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AKSE’s Café Tamar—A Celebration and a Tribute 

By Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth 

(Reprinted from Jewish Living Delaware, May 2025) 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth is presenting Café Tamar, an exciting program of music and dance 
in celebration of Israel’s 77th birthday, on Monday, May 26 at 6:30 p.m. in the Siegel JCC 
auditorium. The program is dedicated to the memory of beloved community leader Ann Jaffe, 
z”l. 

Ann was a Holocaust survivor and educator who was devoted to sharing her personal 
experience and the lessons we can learn from it. She lectured in public and private schools, 
universities, and churches. Ann loved Israel, which she showed in part by singing with the 
AKSE choral group in Café Tamar for many years. Several of her children and grandchildren 
have also performed in Café Tamar. 

Ann continues to be part of Café Tamar in a quite tangible way. This year we will be using 
Ann’s beautiful piano for the first time in the concert. The Jaffe family donated her piano to 
Albert Einstein Academy for their music program, at the same time fulfilling AKSE’s need for 
a piano at the annual Café Tamar concert in the Siegel JCC auditorium next door to Einstein. 

Steve Gonzer, former chair of the Holocaust Education Committee, will present a short tribute 
based on his many years working closely with Ann. A duet of vocalists will sing “For Good” 
from the musical Wicked in Ann’s honor. Its message embodies Ann’s life and philosophy, that 
she was saved for a reason, and that kindness and goodness must triumph. Ann also loved and 
taught Yiddish, so of course there will be a Yiddish song in the program. 

This year’s theme, “To Build and Be Rebuilt” (in Hebrew Livnot u’Lehibanot), expresses the 
resilience, optimism, and work ethic that is so characteristic of Israel and the Jewish people, 
even as they face enormous challenges. This same spirit characterized Ann Jaffe’s life. Café 
Tamar this year also takes place on Yom Yerushalayim, marking 58 years since the reunification 
of Jerusalem. The Café Tamar program will include uplifting and upbeat dances, songs, and 
instrumental music. 

Café Tamar this year includes regular, returning, and new performers. Professionals Eliezer 
Gutman (violin) and Lotus Cheng (piano) will again share their extraordinary musicianship. 
Other featured performers include violist Juliana Castillo and vocal soloists Talia Goren, 
Cantor Yehoshua Redfern, Cindy Goldstein, and Becky Kotsifas, as well as the Notables vocal 
ensemble. The AKSE dance group will present both new and classic Israeli folk dances.   

 

Admission: $12 with advance payment by May 21, 
$15 at the door, $5 for children 6 to 12 
Advance orders online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/cafe-tamar-2025 
or by scanning QR code, or contact 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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                              1                   
YOM 
HA’ATZMAUT 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                 2 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 
 

                   3 
Parshat Tazria-
Metzora 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha/Ma’ariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:44 pm 
 

                                  4 
 

                 5 
 
 

                  6 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

                   7 
 

 
 
 
 

                             8  

 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                               9   
 
 

Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 

 

 

                  10                            
Parshat Acharei 
Mot-Kedoshim 
 

Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:51 pm 
 

               11 
 

               12 
 

                         13 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors 
meeting 7:30 pm 

 
 

                 14 
 

                          15 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                   16 
 
LAG B’OMER 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

                  17     
Parshat Emor 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Ma’ariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
8:59 pm 
 
 
 

               18 

 

               19 
 

                20 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Wrestling with 
Halacha class 7 pm 
In person/Zoom 
 
 

                 21    
 
 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri  
4 pm 

 
 

                          22 

 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

                        23 

 
 
 

 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 

                           24 
Parshat Behar-
Bechukotai 
 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
9:06 pm 
 

                         25 

  
 
 

 
                                   

                          26 
YOM 
YERUSHALAYIM 
 
CAFÉ TAMAR 
6:30 pm JCC 
 

                         27 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
Biblical Portraits 
class 7 pm 
In person/Zoom 

                    28 
 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
8 am 
 
 

 
 

                 29                   30                   31 
                                                                            
                                                                          
In-person                     Mincha/                     
Shacharit                     Kabbalat                                
 9 am                            Shabbat 
                                      6:30 pm 
  
                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                      

     
     

10 IYAR 9 IYAR 

27 IYAR 

5 IYAR 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 IYAR 24 IYAR 

4 SIVAN 

21 IYAR 

19 IYAR   18 IYAR 13 IYAR 

 4 IYAR 

15 IYAR 17 IYAR 16 IYAR 14 IYAR 

25 IYAR 23 IYAR 22 IYAR 20 IYAR 

6 IYAR 

2 SIVAN 

12 IYAR 7 IYAR 

3 IYAR 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha Havdallah  

 MAY 3 

 MAY 10 

 MAY 17 

 MAY 24 

 MAY 31 

7:45 pm 

7:45 pm 

8:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:44 pm 

8:51 pm   

8:59 pm 

9:06 pm 

9:13 pm 

11 IYAR 8 IYAR 

29 iYAR 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

MAY 2 

MAY 9 

MAY 16 

MAY 23 

MAY 30  

7:39 pm 

7:46 pm 

7:53 pm 

7:59 pm 

8:05 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

28 IYAR 1 SIVAN 3 SIVAN 

Parshat 
Bamidbar 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 
9:13 pm 

Note new  
6:30 time 
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Questions? Contact Mark Wagman at 
mewag1@comcast.net 
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May 
Birthdays 

5 

6 

15 

 

Art Cohen 

Sylvia Wagman 

Mark Weinberg 

Perry Goldlust 

Special Birthdays 

  2    Joel Chodos 

14    Bob Weiner 

19    Michelle Glazier 

22    Marsha Golden 

Mazal Tov 

 

● Rabbi Abe and Ariel 
Rabinovich on the birth 
of twins (a boy and a 
girl) on Wednesday, 
April 23. Mom and 
babies are doing well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your email for 
news of the bris and 

naming. 

May 
Anniversaries 

8 

24 

26 

27 

30 

Lenore & Edwin Tocker 

Amy & Steven Tursky 

Gail & Gene Tolpin 

Rosanne & Michael Cabelli 

Robert & Cindy Weiner 

 Special Anniversaries 

4   Rhonda & Jim Lehr 

25 Judy & Howard Berlin 

 

Well-
attended 
Mincha 

service at 
the JCC on 

April 22 
 

Photo by 
Mark 

Wagman 
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IN MEMORY OF 

 
Ilsa Diamond: Vivian & Alan Goldberg; 
Rosanne & Michael Cabelli 
Rex Piha: Roberta Brown; Harriet Ainbinder 
Jack Vinokur: Harriet Ainbinder 
Art Moss: Eleanor Weinglass 
 

 MAZEL TOV 
 

Kathleen Taylor, on your conversion: Neil & 
Shay Rosen; Paula Gordon; Harriet Ainbinder; 
Eleanor Weinglass 
Scott Slomowitz on your Birthday: 
Rachel Liba Taylor 
Eleanor Weinglass on your Birthday:  
Rachel Liba Taylor 
Gail Weinberg on your Birthday:  
Rachel Liba Taylor 
Rhonda Lehr on your Birthday:  
Rachel Liba Taylor 
Dr. Harris Finkelstein, on your Birthday: 
Barbara Keil 
Judy Berlin on your Birthday: Lidia & Avi Ini 
Jonathan Hoffman, on your Birthday:  
Lidia & Avi Ini 

 
OTHER 

 
In Honor of Cantor Redfern: Arthur Cohen 
General Donation: Meryl Kauffman 
Thanks to the AKSE community for your 
many kindnesses: Paula Gordon 

 
YAHRZEIT 

 
Gloria Brown: Rhonda & James Lehr 
Frank Rosen: Neil & Shay Rosen 
Beatrice Rosen: Neil & Shay Rosen 
Muriel Elzufon: John & Lena Elzufon 
Freda Jacobs: John & Lena Elzufon 
Albert Jacobs: John & Lena Elzufon 
Jack Jacobs: John & Lena Elzufon 
Alan B. Hirshout: Elaine Hirshout Pratta 
Ruth Pratt: Sue Pikus & Jeff Pikus 
Berta Weintraub: Dorette Weintraub 
David Paikin: Alan Paikin 
Edna Greenberg: Kevin & Lolly Gross 
Florence Newstadt Goldstein, Mother:  
Iris Vinokur 
Sophie Silverman Sobel, Mother:  
Evelyn J. Haber 
Irene Hirsch: Vivian, Alan and Allison 
Goldberg & family 
Louis Brown:  Beth Brown 
Frances Klein: Goldie & Gershon Klein 
Louis Stromwasser, father:  
Anita & Harold Pollack 
William Goldstein, father: Iris Vinokur 
Minnie Berlin: Howard Berlin 
Esther Berlin: Howard Berlin 
Sara L. Berlin: Howard Berlin 
F. Joseph Berlin: Howard Berlin 
Rose Glass: Howard Berlin 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Received in March, 2025 

      
Happy Birthday,  

Judy Berlin 
 
 

 Rachel Liba Taylor 
 

      
    
 

 
General Donation 

 
 

Rachel Epstein 

 

  Kathleeen Rachel Liba 
 

Mazel Tov on your 
conversion. May your new 

journey in life give you 
peace, joy, and fulfillment, 

and may G-d bless you 
always. 

 
Marty & Ed Zukoff  

 

Yahrzeit of 
 Mendel T. Gordon 

 
Helen Gordon, Estera Gordon, 

Jim Davis, Zelda Gordon & 

Frank Johnson, Paula Gordon  
 

 

 

Yahrzeit of 
 Louis Stromwasser 

 
 
 

    Howard Stromwasser Wine Tasting at AKSE on   
March 30. Photographer was too 
drunk to leave his/her name. 
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 MAY YAHRZEITS  

ju 
 

 22 
Isaac Hoffman 
Lester Jacobs  
Edward Jaffe 
Shirley Levy 
Louis Segal 

Abraham Seidel 
 Florence Lillian Stiebel 

23 
Jack S. Jacobs 
Irvin Waxman 

24 
Yetta Fried 

Blanche Gottlieb 
Martin Rudnitsky 

25 
Lena Goldberg 
Milton Sharon 

Rose Westerman 
26 

Hillel Cheitlin 
Joseph Tannen 

27 
Leah Jaffe 

Ethel Weiss 
28 

Gladys Heims 
Joel Roisman 
Minnie Seitz 

29 
Samuel Chanin 

Arthur Penn 
Samuel Shapiro 

30 
Mary Brother 
Irving Echt 
Jacob Sklut 

William Weiner 
31 

Jack Bloom 
Isadore Levy 

Rhoda Meizell 
Samuel Wolinsky 

 

1 
Terry Dannemann 

Hyacinthe Hoffman 
Selma Schwartz 
George Slonsky 

2 
Myrtil Hanau 
Rose Sitzer 

Bernard Weiler 
3 

Reba Harris 
Samuel Rubinstein 

4 
Bessie Brodat 
Rheva Cook 

Ester Goldberg 
Philip Leblang 

Paul Popper 
5 

Ada Goldberg 
Louis Kunin 

Benjamin Silberman 
Anne Solomon 

Milton Jacob Stiebel  
6 

Miriam Brown 
Isadore Dorph 

Moses Sussman 
7 

Milton Lemberger 
8 

Selma Goldstein 
9 

Louis Balick 
Freida Geller 
Ruth Inden 

Edythe Schwartz 
10 

Marvin Dorph 
11 

Irving Glass 
Cissie Golden 
Samuel Jacobs 

Laura Klein 
Isadore Stern 

12 
Rose Greenberg 

Irwin Pearl 
13 

Solomon Berengut 
Morris Goldberg 

24 
Bella Hoffman 
Phyllis Shufler 

Lillian Turnauer 
15 

Sam Barshay 
16 

Ida Braverman 
Morton Brown 
Mendel Gordon 
Bertha Stuzin 

Abraham Tenenbaum 
17 

Dan Berry 
Bertram Jacobs 

18 
Benjamin Fink 

Mildred Frankfurt 
19 

Sydney Balick 
Florence Chavin 

Betty Cutler 
Rabbi Leonard Gewirtz 

Minnie Kessler 
Norma Lessin 
Ida Schuman 

20 
Mary Frankfurt 
Jacob Kaplan 

21 
Jack Marshall 
Fannie Vittes 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Our Office Manager, 
Kathleen Taylor, is 
available during the hours 
of 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & 
Thursday, (except 
religious and federal 
holidays). Email and 
Voice mail are monitored 
on Monday and Friday. 
 
Contact her by emailing 
office@AKSE.org or 
bookkeeper@AKSE.org 
or calling the office phone 
number 302-762-2705. 

SCHOENBERG 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

 
 

In the hallowed tradition 
of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting with 
reverence for customs 

and observances in  
strict accord with  

family values. 
 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike   
302-762-0334 
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH 

2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

   SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL         11 

   SHOPRITE                                                                    9 

AKSE CALENDAR, MAY 7      

AKSE FAMILY NEWS                                                                                                                       9 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES IN MAY                                          4                                                    

AKSE ZOOM EVENT SCHEDULE IN MAY                                    5                                                         

AKSE 140 EREV SHAVUOT DINNER INFORMATION                  3            

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY KIDDUSH MAY                             4                                                             

CAFÉ TAMAR INFORMATION                                                    1,6 

CHUG IVRI INFORMATION                                                            5 

DONATIONS                                                                                  10 

FEDERATION COMMUNITY OF HOPE EVENTS                          8 

GIFT CARD PURCHASE REMINDER                                            5 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND BREAKFAST FOR ISRAEL INVITE                8 

LEARN WITH  RABBI ABE COURSE REMINDER                        5 

MINCHA SERVICE AT JCC DATES & PHOTO                          4,9                                                             

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                              2                                                     

TORAH READING SCHEDULE                                                      4 

TORAH TALK SCHEDULE                                                             4 

WINE TASTING PHOTO                                                               10 

YAHRZEITS MAY                                                                          11 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE SHOFAR   

 IS MAY 16, 2025 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish 

the Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or 

mail, fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

  
Check out our rebuilt website at 

  

www.AKSE.org 

 
 Thank you to Gini Mora of 

BrandSwan, who did a great job 
managing the design of our new 

website. 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE 
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO EXTRA COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT AKSE 
OFFICE AT 302-762-2705 
OR OFFICE@AKSE.ORG 
FOR DETAILS. 
 

http://www.akse.org

