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PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE TORAH
(all in-person at AKSE)

Sunday, June 1—EREV SHAVUOT

6:30 PM Dinner (for those who reserved)
AKSE Reminiscences—Faith Brown and Faith Tomases

7:45 PM Dessert
Book discussion with Rabbi Abe on “Jewish Spirituality: Hope and
Redemption” by Rabbi Leonard Gewirtz, z”I

(8:07 PM Candle lighting)
~8:30 PM Short Shavuot service

Monday, June 2—FIRST DAY SHAVUOT
9 AM Morning service (Shacharit)
~10:20 AM Reading of the Ten Commandments
Dairy Kiddush with Ice Cream and Cheese Cake
6:30 PM Mincha/Ma’ariv
(After 9:14 PM Candle lighting)

Tuesday, June 3—SECOND DAY SHAVUOT
9 AM Morning service (Shacharit)
~10:15 AM Reading of Megillat Ruth
~10:50 AM Yizkor
Dairy Kiddush with Ice Cream and Cheese Cake
8:15 PM Mincha/study/Ma’ariv
9:14 PM Havdalah

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Tuesday, June 17 at 7:30 PM
Presented in a hybrid format—both in-person at AKSE and via Zoom

More on page 5
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The Shofar is published 11 months:
September through July/August.

Jonathan Jaffe — Mark Wagman

President’s Message

Dear Congregants:

It’s hard for me to believe, but in just a few
weeks my three-year term as president of
AKSE will be coming to an end. Those three
years have been challenging but rewarding
for  me. Giving speeches, making
announcements, chairing board meetings, and writing articles was
entirely outside of my comfort zone. My accomplishments came
with regular help from former AKSE presidents, particularly Alan
Bleier and Mark Wagman, and our hardworking executive board.

Our congregation’s most important accomplishment during my
term was the hiring of Rabbi Abe. We had an excellent committee
which included four former presidents, one current president
(me), one future president, and several other dedicated and
hardworking congregants. We screened 20 applications, held
eight initial interviews and five follow up interviews via Zoom,
and invited three for a Shabbat “audition.” We are so fortunate to
have chosen Rabbi Abe above all of the other candidates. Kudos
particularly to the co-chairs, Mark Wagman and Alan Goldberg.

Other accomplishments include:

o The creation of the Security Committee, headed by Alan
Bleier, which applied for and received a $150,000 FEMA
grant to harden our building. So far, we have replaced our
doors with stronger ones and added a layer of polycarbonate to
our windows to resist breakage, and we have secured police
protection during services.

e The decorating of our synagogue with artwork and historical
items from our previous building on Washington Blvd.

e The establishment of Torah Talks, presentations in place of a
sermon on Saturday mornings by our scholarly congregants.
These talks occurred regularly during the year of our rabbi
search and continue now when Rabbi Abe is chanting the
Torah reading or is on vacation. Thank you to Lisa Elliott for
conceiving of and carrying out this program.

e The setting up and cataloguing of our library, done under the
leadership of Amy Tursky.

¢ Selling the Walton Road house with the help of Jonathan Jaffe
and Lidia Ini.

Shofar Co-Editors (Continued on page 5)
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends,

With much gratitude to HaShem, | am delighted to announce that our twins,
Akiva and Adele, mom and dad are doing well and adjusting accordingly.
Akiva, Adele, Ariel and | (AAAA) would like to express our deepest gratitude to
all of you for your endless support, baby gifts, meal preparations, and P ™
generous donations to the Shul in honor of the twins. We feel very blessed to 1

\

The Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabba,1:4) tells the following anecdote about Matan Torah:

‘Rabbi Meir said: When the Israelites stood before Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, the Holy One
blessed be He said to them: ‘Am | giving you the Torah without assurance? Rather, bring Me good
guarantors that you will observe it, and | will give it to you.” The Israelites said before Him: ‘Master of
the universe, our ancestors will be guarantors for us.” He said to them: “Your ancestors need
guarantors’ [meaning that’s not good enough]. So, they said before Him: ‘Master of the universe, our
prophets will be guarantors for us.” He said to them ‘Your guarantor needs a guarantor’ [meaning
that’s still not good enough]. Finally, they said: ‘Our children are guaranteeing for us.” The Holy One
blessed be He said: “They are certainly good guarantors, | will give it to you on their account.’”

be a part of the AKSE community, and we greatly appreciate your ongoing
kindness and love.

This Midrash teaches us a powerful lesson about sustaining community growth. In order to assure
our sustainability, it is not enough to just cherish the past (‘our ancestors’) and adhere to our present
leaders (‘our prophets’), but we must invest in creating a strong future (‘our children’). As we
celebrate this year, AKSE 140, by reminiscing about our wonderful history and achievements as “The
First Synagogue in the First State,” let us also keep our focus on the future and ask ourselves what
we can do to ensure that AKSE will be able to celebrate our 150th and 175th anniversaries.

Please let me know if you have any suggestions or ideas on how we can strengthen our AKSE
community to create a better future. | can be reached at rabbiabe@AKSE.org. Looking forward to
hearing from you.

Chag Sameach and Happy Summer,
Rabbi Abe

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE — The final sessions of Rabbi
Abe’s two monthly courses are in June

“Wrestling With Halacha” — Wednesday, June 18 at 7 PM (Please note
change from usual day to avoid conflict with annual meeting)

“Biblical Portraits: A Study and Bibliodrama Workshop” — Tuesday,
June 24 at 7 PM

(if you’re not registered yet, please contact the AKSE office)
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JUNE

Shabbat Services Every Week

Friday—Minchal Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv at 6:30 PM _—

Saturday—Shacharit at 9 AM; ""’_ W g (#j’ ]
Mincha/Torah Study/ Ma’ariv/Havdallah il Ve -/
(6/7 at 8:15 PM; 6/14, 6/21, 6/28 at 8:20 PM) ﬁn—zw

Shavuot—Please see page 1 for details.

Thursdays at 9 AM (6/5, 6/12, 6/19, 6/26)
Shacharit with Torah reading

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave.

Safety Guidelines: The Health Committee has decided to cancel the AKSE COVID
policy. We are back to utilizing good old common sense. Of course, if you feel ill,
you should not come to in-person activities such as services.

READING SCHEDULE Join us for 2
<~ Partnership Minyan

6/7 Cantor Redfern y Saturday,

6/14 Rabbi Abe | June 28, at 9 AM

6/21 Cantor Redfern ’

6/28 Partnership Minyan Parshat Korach

Upcoming Speaker
June 14 — Scott Slomowitz

CALLING ALL JUNE BIRTHDAYS and
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!!

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, June 7. All
those with these June celebrations will receive a special
blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, including ice
cream cake and more.

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE
Here are the particulars: -
DATES: Tuesdays—June 10,17,24 (Time—3:30 PM) Please note: Shavuot services
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Gameesh Room on June 3 are at AKSE.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Tuesday, June 17 at 7:30 PM

e Hybrid Format—Taking place at AKSE in person, but those who cannot join in
person can connect via Zoom.

e This important meeting will include election of new co-presidents of the
congregation.

e Those present in person will enjoy an informal social hour with light refreshments
following the meeting.

e Look for a mailing in early June with complete details.

(Continued from page 2) President’s Message
e The re-establishment of the Vaad Hakashrut, led by Rabbi Abe and Alan Goldberg.

e The revival of the Men’s Club, headed by Alan Bleier.

I have only mentioned a few of the individuals whose efforts contribute to the continued operation and
success of AKSE. There are many others, and I wish to express my gratitude to each of them on behalf
of the congregation.

Finally, I am happy to report that David and Susan Epstein have accepted nomination as my
successors, co-presidents of AKSE. We are in very capable hands as we pursue a bright future for our
congregation.

Mawtinv Cohuwv

Entertaining Made Easy!

Order Your Favorite Kosher Foods

Onli :
ICLU NN Xosher

o
- @eli ~ Miaated -
Toll Free v i
Dot it bz P d gt g et St e = v
1. 844 SR.CATERS Underthe Supervisan of the ' adi-e Katr it ofDw svers.

(1844 772.2837)

D ol Finger Sandwich Platiers, Smoked Fish Phatters, Fruit Platters,
Meat Phatters Mini Bagel & Lox Platie s, Vege table & Dip Phatters
ph Delcious Rotis serie Chickens, Sabbath Meals and more
al pst aclick orphone call away

SHOPRITE or BRANDYWINE COMMONS

100 ROCKY RUN PARKWAY WILMINGTON DE
WWWSHOPRITECOM (302)4773270
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Mazal Tov to Rabbi Abe, Ariel, Akiva, and Adele

Photos by Sylvia Wagman

Hebrew puzzle benches with the names of the newborn twins, gifts from the AKSE
congregation, Sisterhood, and Men’s Club

Summer Shofar Announcement

Please note that, due to vacation plans, the Summer (July/August) Shofar will not be published
until mid-July. Timely news, including Yahrzeits, will be available in the weekly newsletter.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
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3 TAMMUZ 4 TAMMUZ
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AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JUNE

Tuesday, 6/17 at 7:30 PM—Annual Congregational Meeting (with in person)
Wednesday, 6/18 at 4 PM—Chug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club)
Friday, 6/27 at 8 AM—Shacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 2nd day)

Two options to connect via Zoom:

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362

‘ w“? VA

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking LN é,g : ') ’7 ?O Q‘(u\/\‘

club) is on June 18, at 4 PM. The members are at = ? D230 /5 25 070

different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each o)) ’ SO -

other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use the 0 »O 2405.) i B '5
AKSE Zoom link (above S 5725 7‘"

abore) ERVENS 3"%%

A A»'\v« '\\‘}jh ar A9

An any level Hebrew/Chumash class takes place at )
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth on Thursday mornings EMENT
between 10:00 AM and 11:30 AM. '

All are invited to engage with Chumash text through
reading and translating the Hebrew verses, discussing the meaning and the
commentary, and participating in lively discussions!

For more information, please contact Eleanor Weinglass at 302-897-6042.

GIFT CARDS "FOR SALE”" PURCHASE
ACME SHOPRITE GIANT

Available from Marty Zukoff: 302-478-4734 and Dianne Seidel: 302-479-
0490. Utilizing the gift cards from AKSE raises money for our synagogue
with no cost or inconvenience to YOU! We deliver and even mail...it's a no
brainer!! You can even call the office as well...302-762-2705.
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AKSE FAMILY NEWS

June June
Birthdays Anniversaries Mazal Tov

7  Stephen Juan Willis 2 Sharon & Peter Kopolovic ® Felici d Will R

14 Edwin Tocker 9 Susan & David Epstein are tﬁel C;O?lr(li paré:nts (())sfez

18 Joy Davis 10 Deborah & Howard Stromwasser | .. 1 aby daughter, Sarah

21 Rosanne Griff-Cabelli| 14 Ellen & Michael Feingold Aleksandra. born Ap’ril 26

23 Thomas Leitch 19 Wendy & Phil Shlossman Sarah is ,also the greét-

30 Marty Zukoff 20 Marsha & Lanny Golden granddaughter of Sandy
21 Judi & Max Rosenberg : :
22 Helaine & Richard Gordon Rosen and Maurice Linett.
24 Melissa & Evan Brodsky

Special Birthdays

1

Lewis Shapiro

21 Jan Weiss

Special Anniversaries

13 Sheila & Perry Goldlust

Condolences to

The Board of Governors and the entire AKSE

Congregation would like to recognize and give a heartfelt

THANK YOU to:

George Slonsky
Anna H. Slonsky
& John S. Hirshout

For a very generous donation to AKSE from

the Estate of Saralie Slonsky

JUNE 2025

Marci Herman, Alan
Levine, and Family

upon the passing of their
mother,
Sally Levine

Estera, Zelda, and Paula
Gordon

upon the passing of their
mother,
Helen Gordon

Eugene Tolpin and Family

upon the passing of
Gene’s uncle
Arvin Shparago

May the Lord comfort the
families among the
mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem and may they
know of sorrow no more.
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Café Tamar 2025 — Monday, May 26 at the Siegel JCC

Please enjoy some photos of yet another wonderful Café Tamar.

Photos by Jonathan Jaffe
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More from Café Tamar

Photos by Jonathan Jaffe

JUNE 2025 PAGE 11




DONATIONS

Received in April, 2025

IN MEMORY OF

Helen C. Gordon: Vivian & Alan Goldberg;
Sheila & Perry Goldlust; Sylvia & Mark
Wagman; Faith Brown and Family; Rhonda &
James Lehr; Edina Buzgon; Scott Slomowitz;
Judy & Howard Berlin; Roberta Brown;

Judi & Max Rosenberg

Sally Levine: Rachel Liba Taylor

Alec Misco: Rachel Liba Taylor

MAZEL TOV

Judy & Howard Berlin, on your 50"
Anniversary: Rachel Liba Taylor; Rosanne &
Michael Cabelli; Dianne & Jeff Seidel

Rabbi Abe & Ariel, on the birth of your
twins: Rachel Liba Taylor; Barbara Schoenberg;
Rhonda & James Lehr; Marty & Ed Zukoff;
Edina Buzgon; Bobby Miller and Family; Scott
Slomowitz; Vivian & Alan Goldberg; Lidia &
Avi Ini; Rosanne & Michael Cabelli; Sheila &
Perry Goldlust; Sylvia & Mark Wagman
Rhonda & James Lehr, on your Anniversary:
Rachel Liba Taylor

Susan Epstein, on your Birthday:

Rachel Liba Taylor

Sylvia Wagman, on your Birthday:

Rachel Liba Taylor

YAHRZEIT

Rosalyn Weiss: Michael & Jan Weiss
Maurice Kaye, Father: Barbara Roisman
Sidney Gross: Ronald Gross

Leonard Korr: Sandra Korr Barsha
Frieda Grossman: Sandra Korr Barsha
Selma Schwartz: Allen Schwartz
Nathan Schwartz: Allen Schwartz
Phyllis Schfuler: Daniel Shufler

Betty Cutler: Alan Cutler

Edythe R. Schwartz, Grandmother:
Edina Buzgon

Jacob Goldberg, Father:

Bobby Miller and Family

Louis Miller, Father-in-Law:

Bobby Miller and family

Ada Goldberg, Mother:

Bobby Miller and Family

Sarah M. Brennan, sister: Irene Plotzker
Dr. Marvin Dorph, Father: Nina Hubbert
Joseph S. Tannen, Father & Grandfather:
Judith & Max Rosenberg and Family

Yahrzeit of

Morton Brown

Roberta Brown and Sons

General Donation

John Carew

In Memory of
Helen C. Gordon

Annette & Yossi Baruch

Mazel Tov
Rabbi Abe & Ariel

on the birth of your twins

Alan Bleier

In Memory of
Helen C. Gordon

Lee Heims

In Memory of
Helen C. Gordon

Brenda & Richard Cheadle

General Donation

Lidia & Avi Ini

In Honor of the birth of
twins to Rabbi Abe & Ariel

Amy & Michael Leviton

In Memory of

Helen C. Gordon

Amy & Michael Leviton

JUNE 2025
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x JUNE YAHRZEITS &

1
Manuel Skversky
2
Rose Cohn
Samuel Golder
Ruth Plafker
Isadore Silverman
Joseph Stutman
3
Frances Maisel
4
Celia Bleiberg
Lila Fleischman
Arnold Moss
Henry Weiner
Morris Weintraub
6
Isaac Walles
7

Abraham Goodman

John Lavin
8
Sol Pollack
Dave Rosenberg
9
Rae Jacobs
Sarah Stutman
10
Jeffrey Heimann
Jacob Hoffman
Helene Keil
Benjamin Kessler
Harry Rofel

11
Carrie Septimus
Herman Schwartz
Jay Silberman
Jack Allen Wiener
12
Sol Eskenazi
David Miller
Jacob Plafker
Ethel Ida Sharp
13
Ray Hochheiser
Varda Panitz
Samuel Schuman
Esther Shapiro
Betty Wagman
14
Rubin Meisel
15
William Braverman
William Keller
16
George Bleier
Harriet Shirley Koushel
Sidney Sandell
17
Bernard Lifrak
18
Anna Engel
Marion Swartz
19
Mildred Cohen
Samuel Granite
Ann Liebman
Ezekiel Panitz

20
Morris Glazier
Michael McNamara
Gussie Seres
21
Seth Neil Becker
Lena Hockstein
Audrey Rosenberg
Philip Slomowitz
Beatrice Weinberg
22
Samuel Kates

Gertrude Stromwasser

25
Irving Brown
Charles Keil
26
Yetta Balick
Manuel Freeman
Terry McNamara
27
Dorothy Bronstein
Morris Kraft
Bessie Rosen
28
Blanche Sklar
Saul Smukler
Julia Tursky
29
Leonard Goldman
Edward Mohl
Eva Vittes
30
Jay (Jacob) Balick
Bernice Cohen
Israel Ginsburg

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates

listed represent the English dates

which correspond to the Hebrew
dates of death.

OFFICE HOURS:

Our Office Manager,
Kathleen Taylor

(Rachel Liba), is available
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday, and
Thursday, (except
religious and federal
holidays). Email and
Voicemail are monitored
on Monday and Friday.

Contact her by emailing
office@AKSE.org or
bookkeeper@AKSE.org
or calling the office phone
number 302-762-2705.

Wiy

- N

SCHOENBERG
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

In the hallowed tradition
of our faith ...

a dignified setting with
reverence for customs
and observances in
strict accord with
family values.

519 Philadelphia Pike
302-762-0334

JUNE 2025

PAGE 13




ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH
2412 Pennsylvania Ave.
Wilmington, DE 19806

Did you know?

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE
AT NO EXTRA COST AND WITHOUT

INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.

PLEASE CONTACT AKSE

OFFICE AT 302-762-2705

OR OFFICE@AKSE.ORG

FOR DETAILS. OO
0© -

Check out our rebuilt website at

www.AKSE.org

Thank you to Gini Mora of
BrandSwan, who did a great job
managing the design of our new

website.

DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST SUMMER SHOFAR
IS JUNE 25, 2025

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish
the Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be
guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).
Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org or
mail, fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office.

JUNE 2025

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL 13

SHOPRITE 5
AKSE CALENDAR, JUNE 7
AKSE FAMILY NEWS 9
AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES IN JUNE 4
AKSE ZOOM EVENT SCHEDULE IN JUNE 8
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTICE 5
BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY KIDDUSH JUNE 4
CAFE TAMAR PHOTOS 10,11
CHUG IVRI INFORMATION 8
DONATIONS 9,12
GIFT CARD PURCHASE REMINDER 8
HEBREW/CHUMASH CLASS ANNOUNCEMENT 8
LEARN WITH RABBI ABE CLASS UPDATE 3
MINCHA SERVICE AT JCC DATES 4
PARTNERSHIP MINYAN NOTICE 4
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2,5
RABBI ABE, ARIEL, AKIVA, AND ADELE MAZAL TOV PAGE 6
RABBI'S MESSAGE 3
SHAVUOT SCHEDULE 1
TORAH READING SCHEDULE 4
TORAH TALK SCHEDULE 4
YAHRZEITS JUNE 13

PAGE 14



http://www.akse.org

