
                                                                            PAGE   1  APRIL 2025 

 

Vol. XLVII No. 8                             THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                           APRIL  2025  
                                                                            FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Thursday, April 10 
 Deadline for Authorization for Sale of Chametz 
 (Form on page 8) 
Shacharit - 9:00 AM  In person and Zoom 
Followed by Siyum for the first born 
 and light breakfast 
Search for Chametz - after 8:19 PM 
  

Friday, April 11, Erev Shabbat 
Kabbalat Shabbat - 6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting - 7:19 PM  
 
Saturday, April 12, Erev Pesach Shabbat 
Shacharitð9:00 AM followed by 
Non-Chametz Kiddush 
Chametz may be eaten until 10:50 AM 
Candle Lighting - after 8:19 PM 
First Seder 
  
Sunday, April 13, First Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Candle Lighting - after 8:20 PM 

Second Seder 

Monday,  April 14, Second Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Havdallah - 8:22 PM (at home) 
 
Tuesday-Friday, April 15-18, Chol Hamoed 
 
Friday, April 18, Erev Shabbat 
Kabbalat Shabbat - 6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting - 7:26 PM 
  
Saturday, April 19, Seventh Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting - after 8:27 PM 
  
Sunday, April 20, Eighth Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Yizkor Service ï approx. 10:45 AM 
Mincha/Ma'ariv - 7:30 PM 
Havdallah - 8:35 PM 
 

Do not eat any Chametz sold for you by Rabbi Abe 
prior to 9:00 PM. 

Candle lighting on the first, second, and eighth days of Yom Tov should be from an existing fire. 

SEDER HOSPITALITY PROJECT 
 

Matching those offering with those seeking invites 
 

(See details on page 3) 

SALE OF CHAMETZ AND PASSOVER APPEAL 
 

(See Rabbiôs message on page 3 and form on page 8) 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Dear Congregants: 

March saw the kickoff of our 140th 
anniversary celebration with two exciting 
events. On March 9, our building was filled 
with celebrants, who were treated to a 
delightful program including amusing 

reminiscences, AKSE history trivia, and a dessert reception. 

On the evening of March 28, we sponsored an AKSE 140 
community Shabbat at the Siegel JCC. Congregations Beth El, 
Beth Emeth, and Beth Shalom cancelled their Friday services so 
that their congregants could join us for the joint event. A large 
turnout filled the JCC auditorium. 

Basya Schechter, lead singer of Pharaohôs Daughter Band, 
performed first, continuing into the Kabbalat Shabbat portion of 
the service. Clergy, leadership, and congregants of the different 
Delaware synagogues and agencies led parts of the service, with 
Rabbi Abe officiating. Our Choir, directed by Bob Weiner, 
performed two rousing numbers. Some public officials were 
present and delivered brief greetings. Following the service, 
attendees enjoyed an Oneg Shabbat sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Delaware.  

Thanks to those who have put in countless hours of work to make 
these events such a success, including Alan Goldberg and his 
AKSE 140 Committee, Rabbi Abe, and the Sisterhood Kiddush 
Committee. You make us proud to be members of Adas Kodesch. 
 

Martin Cohn  

Presidentôs Message 

CAF£ TAMAR 2025 
Monday, May 26 at 6:30 PM 
Yom Yerushalayim 
Siegel JCC Auditorium 

 
Theme: Livnot uôLehibanot (To Build and Be Built) 

 
This yearôs Caf® Tamar concert is dedicated to our own 
Ann Jaffe, zòl. You wonôt want to miss this entertaining 
and uplifting musical program. 
 
Order online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/caf®-tamar-2025 
or contact 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org 
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
The Shulchan Aruch/The Jewish Code of Law states that there has been a 
long established Jewish tradition that every community member contributes to 
a special Passover fund, originally intended to provide the poor with matzah. 
This fund is known as Ma'ot Chitim, or Maos Chitim according to the 
Ashkenazic pronunciation, "the wheat fund," or kimcha d'pischa, "Passover 
flour.ò Maos Chitim arose as a custom meant to alleviate this burden and 
ensure that everyone could celebrate the holiday with an abundant table. It 
has since become an integral part of Jewish communal life worldwide. 

It is not surprising that we begin our Seder with Ha Lachma Anya, an ancient 
declaration mentioned in the Talmud, ñThis is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the 
land of Egypt. Anyone who is famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need should come 
and partake of the Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the land of Israel; this 
year we are slaves, next year we will be free people.ò 

We at AKSE are committed to observe this tradition of Maos Chitim, to help those in need to 
celebrate the holiday of freedom with abundance. As in many congregations, we connect the Maos 
Chitim appeal with the sale of chametz contract (see the form on page xx). Contributions will go to 
the Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund, earmarked for Maos Chitim. I plan to split the total contributions 
collected between the needy in our local community and IDF soldiers, who continue to fight 
for the safety of our people and our holy land Israel. Please send in your generous donation, 
preferably by April 7 but no later than April 10, indicating that it is for Maos Chitim. Your 
contribution will help bring Shemurah Matzah, food, etc., and most importantly the joy of the 
holiday, to many needy in our community as well as our IDF soldiers. 

May the merit of the great Mitzvah of Tzedakah bring upon us an abundance of blessings for 
freedom, peace. and redemption. May all the hostages be reunited with their loved ones and may this 
war come to an end. May we merit to be in the Land of Israel and to be a free people. 

Best wishes for a Frielichen un Koshern Pesach - a Happy and Kosher Pesach.  

Rabbi Abe  

SEDER HOSPITALITY PROJECT 
 

Please email office@AKSE.org by noon Thursday, April 3 with the following information: 
 

If youôre willing to host guests at your Seder 

Use ñOffering Seder Hospitalityò as subject header. Include 

a) how many guests you could accommodate and 

b) which Seder you could host, first, second or both 

If you would like to join a Seder 

Use ñSeeking Seder Hospitalityò as subject header. Include 

a) how many in your family would like to join a Seder 

b) which Seder you would like to join, first, second, or both 

c) any special needs, e.g., dietary or transportation 
 

The Hospitality Committee will work with hosts to match those wanting to join a Seder with those 

offering hospitality. 

We at AKSE are committed to help 
and support one another all year 
long and to assure that everyone 
has a place for the Seders. 
Therefore, we are reaching out to 
all our members and friends to 
please let us know if you would 
like to host a guest or guests at 
your Seder table this year or if 
you would like to be invited for 
one or both Seders. 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

 4/5 Cantor Redfern 
4/12 Rabbi Abe 
4/19 AKSE Men 
4/26 Partnership Minyan 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: TuesdaysðApril 1,8,15,22,29 (Timeð3:30 PM)   
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Gameesh Room 

 

CALLING ALL APRIL BIRTHDAYS and  
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, April 5. All 
those with these April celebrations will receive a special 
blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush,  including ice 

cream cake and more.  

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR APRIL 
 

Shabbat Services 
FridayñMincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(4/5 at 7:15 PM; 4/26 at 7:30 PM) 
 
MINCHA/TORAH STUDY/MAõARIV/HAVDALAH IS BACK: 
Because Shabbat ends much later after the change to 
Daylight Saving Time, we can no longer daven Mincha 
immediately after Kiddush on Saturdays. So late 
afternoon Saturday services are back until autumn.  
 
Thursdays at 9 AM (4/3, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24)  
Shacharit with Torah reading  
 

See times for Pesach services on page 1. 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 
Safety Guidelines: The Health Committee has decided to cancel the AKSE COVID 
policy. We are back to utilizing good old common sense. Of course, if you feel ill, 
you should not come to in-person activities such as services. 

 

Join us for a  
 

Partnership Minyan 
(a service with womenôs 

participation) 
 

Saturday, April 26 
 at  9 am 

Parshat Shemini 
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The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on April 23, at 4 PM.  The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each 
other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use the 
AKSE Zoom link (above). 

 

Thursday, 4/10 at 9 AMðShacharit followed by Siyum for the Firstborn (with in 
person service) 

Wednesday, 4/23 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Monday, 4/28 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh Iyar) 

Tuesday, 4/29 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh Iyar) 

 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR APRIL 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Next AKSE 140 Event ð Erev 
Shavuot, Sunday, June 1 

 

 

Dairy Dinner, Special Study Session 
with Rabbi Abe, Speakers on AKSE 
History and Reminiscences 

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE ð Two Monthly Courses 
 

ñWrestling With Halachaò ð April 22 
ñBiblical Portraits: A Study and Bibliodrama Workshopò ð April 29 

 

(if youôre not registered yet, please contact the AKSE office) 
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AKSE Kicks Off Its 140th Anniversary Celebration 
  

On March 9 the Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth building 
was filled with celebrants, who were treated to a 
delightful program including amusing reminiscences, 
AKSE history trivia, and a dessert reception. 
 

All photos by Brad Glazier 

Jeff Seidel, Lena 
Elzufon, and Bob 
Weiner recalled 
growing up at AKSE 
when it was at 6th 
and French Sts. Alan 
Goldberg, chair of 
the AKSE 140 
committee, made 
introductions. Rabbi 
Abe challenged us to 
AKSE history trivia. 
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4 NISSAN 

                                                          
 
 

                                                  
 
  

                       1                 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
      

                   2                  

 
 

                              3                   
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                  4 
 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 
 
 

                   5 
Parshat Vayikra 
BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:15 pm 
Havdallah 
8:12 pm 
 

                                  6 
 

                 7 
 
 

                  8 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors 
meeting 7:30 pm 
 
 

                   9 
 

 
 
 
 

                           10 
Deadline for 
authorization for 
Sale of Chametz 
 

In-person/Zoom 
Shacharit 9 am 
Followed by Siyum 
for first born 
 
 

                            11    
 
 

 
 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 
 

                  12                            
Parshat Tzav 
SHABBAT HAGADOL 

Shacharit 9 am 
 

 
CL after 
8:19 pm 
FIRST SEDER 

               13 
1ST DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person  
Shacharit 9 am 
 

 
CL after 
8:20 pm 
SECOND 
SEDER 

               14 
2ND DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
In-person 
 
Havdallah  
8:22 pm at home 

                         15 
CHOL HAMOED 
PESACH 

 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 

 
 

 

                 16 
CHOL HAMOED 
PESACH 

                          17 
CHOL HAMOED 
PESACH 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                   18 
CHOL 
HAMOED 
PESACH 
 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 
 
 

                  19     

7TH DAY OF 
PESACH 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

               20 
8TH DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person Shacharit 
9 am 
Yizkor 10:45 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv 
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 8:35pm 

               21 
 

                22 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Wrestling with 
Halacha class 7 pm 
In person/Zoom 
 
 

                 23    
 
 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri  
4 pm 

 
 

                          24 
YOM HASHOAH 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

                        25 
 
 
 

 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 

                           26 
Parshat Shemini 
PARTNERSHIP 
MINYAN 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 
8:35 pm 
 

                        27 
  
 
 

 
                                   

                          28 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
8 am 

                         29 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
8 am 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
Biblical Portraits 
class 7 pm 
In person/Zoom 

                    30 
YOM  
HAZIKARON 
 

 
 

                  
                                                                                                                 

     
     

12 NISSAN 11 NISSAN 

29 NISSAN 

7 NISSAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 NISSAN 26 NISSAN 23 NISSAN 

21 NISSAN   20 NISSAN 15 NISSAN 

 6 NISSAN 

17 NISSAN 19 NISSAN 18 NISSAN 16 NISSAN 

27 NISSAN 25 NISSAN 24 NISSAN 22 NISSAN 

8 NISSAN 

3 NISSAN 

14 NISSAN 9 NISSAN 

5 NISSAN 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha Havdallah  

 APR 5 

 APR 12 

 APR 19 

 APR 26 

  

7:15 pm 

 

6:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

 

8:12 pm 

8:19 pm   

 

8:35 pm 

 

13 NISSAN 10 NISSAN 

1 iYAR 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

APR 4 

APR 11 

APR 18  

APR 25  

  

7:12 pm 

7:19 pm 

7:26 pm 

7:33 pm 

 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

 
30 NISSAN 2 iYAR 
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Sale of Chametz and Passover Appeal  
 

Maot Chitim (literally translated as ñwheat moneyò) is an age-old Jewish obligation to contribute charity 
to help those in need to celebrate the holiday of Pesach with dignity and joy. (See Rema, Orach 
Chayim, 429:1) The Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund is an important vehicle for tzedakah within AKSE. 
Contributions made as part of this Passover appeal will be distributed from the Rabbiôs Discretionary 
Fund to worthwhile charitable organizations and individuals who find themselves in need.  

 
Please consider contributing in this way when selling Chametz this year. Make out your check 
to AKSE, including the words ñfor Maot Chitimò in the memo line. We will collect all the funds 
contributed and forward them to appropriate charities and those in need.  
 
Best wishes for a Frielichen un Kusheren Pesach - Happy and Kosher Pesach.       

Rabbi Abe  

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 
Authorization for the Sale of Chametz 5785 

 
Before Pesach it is a requirement to eliminate all Chametz, leavened bread or any food 

products that contain any Chametz (e.g., liquors, mixtures, etc.) from our possession. Halacha does 
allow for Chametz to be sold to a non-Jew when elimination is not an easy option. Therefore, Rabbi 
Abe will be selling Chametz on Friday, April 11 and will buy it back on Sunday evening, April 20 at 
approximately 9:00 p.m. Please fill out the form below and return the completed form by 
Thursday, April 10, 2025, either 1) in person to AKSE office, 2) by mail to 2412 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19806, 3) by scanning and emailing to office@AKSE.org, or 4) by 
photographing with your smartphone and emailing to office@AKSE.org. If it is past the April 10 
deadline, please contact Rabbi Abe at RabbiAbe@AKSE.org for instructions. 

I, (we)______________________________________________________, do hereby authorize 
Rabbi Abraham L. Rabinovich, Spiritual Leader of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, to sell, transfer, and 
assign all CHAMETZ of whatever kind or nature which I (we) possess or in which I (we) may have an 
interest wherever situated at the following residence:  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

or  place  of  business:  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 
or any place, without reservation and limitation. I (we) understand that, at the time the Chametz is 
sold, it will cease to be my (our) property unless and until the Chametz is bought back after Pesach 
and that the buyer has the right to take the Chametz which is sold.  

 
In witness thereof, I (we) have hereunto set my hand (our hands) and seal this_________ day 

of___________________, 2025. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE(S)   
Please note: Any Jewish adult may be the signatory in representing their entire household in the sale 
of Chametz. However, it is preferable that all adults of the household sign it as well.  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
mailto:office@AKSE.org
mailto:RabbiAbe@AKSE.org
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Scenes from Purim 2025 
  

An evening Megillah reading, an afternoon Megillah reading,  
a Purim Seudah, and Purim trivia. 

 

Photos by Sylvia and Mark Wagman 
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ShoeBox Recycling 
 

Continuing his Samson-like efforts, Brad Glazier collected 
enough shoes to fill 160 large bags, otherwise headed to 
landfills, that will go to those in need. On March 13 the bags 
were brought up from 2412 basement, labeled, and loaded on 
to a truck by AKSE volunteers.  
 

Left to Right: Jonathan Jaffe, Martin Cohn, Mark Wagman, 
Michael Cabelli, Mel Zussman. Photo by Brad Glazier. Also 
helping, but not in the photo, were: Max Rosenberg, Phil 
Shlossman, Alan and Vivian Goldberg, Kathleen Taylor, and, 
of course, the indefatigable Brad Glazier.  
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April 
Birthdays 

3 

7 

9 

12 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

27 

30 

Sheila Berman 

Judy Berlin 

Barbara Schoenberg 

Richard Plotzker 

Ronald Makar 

Eleanor Weinglass 

Gail Weinberg 

Julie Pezzner 

Brian Gottesman 

Rhonda Lehr 

Jonathan Hoffman 

Special Birthdays 

    1    Sandye Turnauer 

  13   Mark Wagman 

Please let us know 
about the simchas 
and special events 
in your life. You can 
submit items for 
our Mazal Tov 
section to 

shofar@AKSE.org 

Condolences to 

Rabbi Abe and Ariel 
Rabinovich 

 

upon the passing of  
Arielôs grandmother, 
Ilsa Diamond 

 
May the Lord comfort the 
families among the mourners 
of Zion and Jerusalem and 
may they know of sorrow no 

more. Amen. 

Special April 
Anniversaries 

14   Amy & Michael Leviton 

Thank you and Yasherkoach to Dianne Seidel for spearheading the 
project to support Leket Israel on Purim. 

  

Dianne handwrote Purim Leket greetings to every AKSE member! 


