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Thursday, March 13
Fast of Esther
begins 5:54 AM, ends 7:35 PM
9 AM Shacharit

6:30 PM Mincha
7:15 PM Ma’ariv
7:30 PM Megillah reading

Friday, March 14
9 AM Shacharit
9:30 AM Megillah reading

3:30 PM Megillah reading
(men and women)

Followed by Purim Seudah
(See below)

6 PM Musical Kabbalat Shabbat

PURIM SEUDAH — LET'S CELEBRATE!N
March 14 following 3:30 PM Megillah reading

R
*. Let's rejoice together and celebrate Purim with a festive ™
\‘f st Seudah! Enjoy a delicious Chinese meal and hamantaschen. ' #
Kc:/‘/ . If you wish, bring your own kosher wine (BYOKW). ,
. # Costumes welcomed! After eating, we'll have fun playing
trivia, followed by a musical Kabbalat Shabbat.

Cost: $20/person. Register and pay by Thursday, FEBRUARY 27 at 12 noon with check to
the office or online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/purim-seudah

Details on pages 5 & 6

LAST FILM OF WINTER FILM FEST 2025
Dough

Viewing window: Mar 1-4; Discussion: Mar 4
Details on Page 6

AKSE 140 KICKS OFF WITH TWO EVENTS IN MARCH
KICKOFF EVENT—MARCH 9, 2 PM at AKSE

COMMUNITY SHABBAT SERVICE—MARCH 28, 7 PM ‘ADAS \ ‘
£4
2025

at the Siegel JCC Auditorium (preceded by special  Kobescu
musical performance at 6:30 PM) EMETH

SHEL

The First Synagogue in the First State

ISRAELI WINE TASTING

AND SALE /!
Sunday March 30, 12 Noon
Details on Page 6

MARCH 2025




ADAsS
Kobescua
SHEL
EmMETH

ADAS KODESCH
SHEL EMETH

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue
Wilmington, DE 19806

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705

E-mail to officec@AKSE.org
AKSE Website www.AKSE.org

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor

OFFICERS

Martin Cohn, President
Alan Bleier, Executive VP
Max Rosenberg, VP Finance

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education
Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration
Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership
Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer
David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary

Alan Bleier
Men’s Club President

Sylvia Wagman
Sisterhood Advisor

Amy Tursky

Librarian & Events Chairperson

STAFF
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator

The Shofar is published 11 months:
September through July/August.

Jonathan Jaffe — Mark Wagman
Shofar Co-Editors
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org

President’s Message

Dear Congregants:

On Sunday, February 16, a dozen of our
members assembled in our shul to receive
training on CPR and the use of our new
automatic external defibrillator (AED). The AED device was
generously donated by Brad, Michelle, and Jenna Glazier.
The attendees donated the fees for the trainer. The trainer
taught us how to respond to various emergencies, including
bleeding, choking, and heart attack, all of which can result in
cardiac arrest. We practiced CPR and the use of the AED
device on mannequins. All attendees received certificates of
completion that are valid for two years. Thanks to Alan
Goldberg for arranging this lifesaving training and to the
Glazier family for their donation of the AED device.

Mawtinv Cohuwv

Photos of CPR/AED training by Gene Tolpm and Mark Wagman
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends,

On February 20, 503 days since October 7, 2023, the world witnessed in
horror how the bodies of two of the youngest hostages of October 7, Ariel, age
4, and Kfir, age 8 months, the innocent Bibas brothers, were brought back to
lay to rest in Israel. Their redhead photos consumed social media with
remarks of anger, grief, and sadness. The pain is excruciating, and,
personally for me, it felt like October 7 all over again. | cried out in despair:
how much longer can we face such suffering?

As we welcome in the Hebrew month of Adar on March 1, we are reminded
that Purim is just around the corner. The story of Purim brings a strong message of hope that, while
the wicked Haman had planned to get rid of the entire Jewish people, G-d would never let it happen.
With the bravery of Mordecai and Esther, Haman's plot was diverted into a holiday celebrated for
generations to come. The Midrash (Esther Raba 8:7) tells us that Esther prayed for days for the
safety of the Jewish people.

During these difficult times, may we find courage and strength in the Purim story and the words of the
Psalmist (121:1-2) “From where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, maker of heaven
and earth.” May we merit that the post October 7 war should end speedily, and may we come to
celebrate the diversion of the plot of our enemies who aim to destroy us.

This Purim, let us not forget our IDF soldiers who have been fighting for over 500 days and
are risking and sacrificing their lives for the safety of our people and Holy Land Israel. Please
join me this Purim in supporting our brave heroes of the IDF in two ways:

o Fulfill the Mitzvah of Matanot L' Evyonim, sending charity to the needy. Please
contact me or our office to confirm your pledge and make sure to send in your donations before
Wednesday noon, March 12, so we can ensure that your Matanot L’Evyonim contribution will
reach Israel on Purim. Please indicate that your donation is for the AKSE IDF Purim Charity
Fund.

o Send at least one Mishloach Manot to a soldier currently serving in the IDF in

Israel on Purim. Price is $18 per Mishloach Manot, and you have the option to write a
personal message. Please notify our office before Wednesday noon, March 12.

May the merit of your Tzedakah in support of our IDF heroes and the Holy Land bring abundance of
blessings for you, your loved ones, and our people in Israel for happiness, peace, and redemption.
Amen!

Adar and Purim Sameach, Please remember our IDF heroes on Purim.
Am Yisrael Chai, Contact us at RabbiAbe@AKSE.orq,
RabbiAbe office@AKSE.orqg, or 302-762-2705.

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE — Two Monthly Courses

“Wrestling With Halacha” — March 18
“Biblical Portraits: A Study and Bibliodrama Workshop” — March 25

(if you’re not registered yet, please contact the AKSE office)
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR MARCH

Shabbat Services—every Shabbat
Friday—Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv at 6 PM (except

March 28—7 PM AKSE 140 service at the JCC) g Am Y JE )
Saturday—Shacharit at 9 AM; b \ L s
Mincha immediately after Kiddush (3/1, 3/8); J—”i \ E

Mincha/Torah Study/Ma’ariv/Havdallah
(3/15 at 6:45 PM; 3/22, 3/29 at 7 PM)

@L—u L\\m ji
We will continue the approach of Mincha immediately after
Shabbat morning Kiddush through March 8. Once Daylight Saving Time begins on
March 9, Halacha requires Mincha to begin after 1:40 PM. Thus we will return to
Mincha, Ma’ariv and Havdalah at the shul late Saturday afternoon.

Thursdays at 9 AM (3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27)
Shacharit with Torah reading

See times for Purim services on page 1.

Rosh Chodesh Nissan—Sunday, March 30 at 9 AM
Shacharit with Torah reading

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave.

Safety Guidelines: The Health Committee has decided to cancel the AKSE COVID
policy. We are back to utilizing good old common sense. Of course, if you feel ill,
you should not come to in-person activities such as services.

3/1 Cantor Redfern

3/8 Rabbi Abe
READING SCHEDULE Y15 AKSE Men

3/22 Cantor Redfern

3/29 Cantor Redfern

CALLING ALL MARCH BIRTHDAYS and
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!!

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, March 8. All
those with these March celebrations will receive a special
blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, including ice

cream cake and more. e o

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE

Here are the particulars:
DATES: Tuesdays—March 4, 11, 18, 25 (Time—3:30 PM)
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Gameesh Room
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EMETH

The First Synagogue in the First State

AKSE 140
COMMUNITY
SHABBAT

Please join Congregations AKSE,
Beth El, Beth Emeth, and Beth
Shalom as we gather together to
celebrate AKSE’s 140th Anniversary
with a special Friday night Service
organized by AKSE and an Oneg
Shabbat sponsored by the Jewish
Federation of Delaware.

Friday, March 28, 2025
28 Adar 5785

Music by Basya of Pharaoh's
Daughter Band @ 6:30 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service @ 7 PM

Siegel JCC Auditorium
101 Garden of Eden Road
Wilmington, DE 19803

Please register by March 20 at
akse.wufoo.com/forms/akse-140-service
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AKSE 140 Kickoff Event — Sunday, March 9, 2 PM at AKSE

After 140 years, the First Synagogue in the
First State continues to play a vital role in
sustaining Jewish life in Delaware. Our

ADAS yearlong celebration of this milestone will kick
Kobesch ;825 off with an event open to the community on
Eﬁgfﬁ ° °¥ March 9. This free program will include some

reminiscences by longtime congregants and a
The First Synagogue in the First State dessert reception. Registration is required by
March 2 at akse.wufoo.com/forms/akse-140.

LAST FILM OF WINTER FILM FEST 2025 — DOUGH (March 1-4)

You don’t have to be baked .
to make some.. Curmudgeonly widower Nat Dayan
: IS (Jonathan Pryce) clings to his way of life as
a Kosher bakery shop owner in London’s Directed by John
East End. Understaffed, Nat reluctantly Goldschmidt
enlists the help of teenager Ayyash (Jerome Starring Jonathan Pryce
oA Holder), who has a secret side gig to help and Pauline Collins
JEROME his immigrant mother make ends meet. UK, 2016, Comedy,
DR | English, 94 minutes
E=SNR Viewing window Saturday 3/1 after
Shabbat to Tuesday 3/4 at 6 PM
D@ugh Discussion Tuesday 3/4 at 7 PM on Zoom
INdSuaiay Sak st (led by Barry and Annie Solan)

AKSE ISRAELI WINE TASTING AND SALE
Sunday, March 30 at 12 Noon

A distributor will be onsite with a selection of wines
for tasting and purchase. Wines will be available for
pickup from Fairfax Liquors within a week of the
event, in time for Passover.

Wines will be from lIsrael, including Yarden, Gilgal,
and Galil from the Golan Heights. A great
opportunity to taste and buy what you like while
supporting Israeli businesses.

Free but registration is required by March 23 '
online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/wine-tasting.
For more info, contact Amy Tursky at 703-864-7380.
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RITUAL COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Ritual Committee convened on January 27 and agreed to reinstate AKSE’s custom to have
women leading the recitation of the prayers for Israel, the US government, the IDF, etc.

The Ritual Committee will aim to increase the roles of women within the guidelines of modern
Halacha (Jewish law). With this in mind, we plan to offer women the honor of opening the ark at
High Holiday services.

Viviaw Goldberg

Ritual Committee Chair

AKSE SISTERHOOD UPDATE

Since our Sisterhood Shower Brunch in December, we have received contributions totaling close to
$1500. We will use the money raised to purchase items needed for our kitchen to help with
preparation for our Kiddushim and special events. We have already purchased a standing mixer, an
extra large crockpot, and various baking dishes. We hope to purchase a wheeled cart and an
additional hot plate in the near future.

Donations are still being gratefully accepted. Mail your check made out to AKSE Sisterhood to the
office and write Kitchen Shower on the memo line.

Thank you to the following for their donations: Vivian Goldberg; Rachel (Kathleen) Taylor in
appreciation for the special Kiddush in honor of her conversion to Judaism.

We also thank the over 70% of the women in our congregation who have paid their Sisterhood dues.
Your dues help us carry out and subsidize many of our events to celebrate AKSE and the holidays
throughout the year! We would love to see more of our members at future events! If you need a ride,
contact Dianne Seidel (302-479-0490) or the office (302-762-2705).

SAVE THE DATE — CAFE TAMAR 2025
Monday, May 26 at 6:30 PM

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR MARCH

Tuesday, 3/4 at 7 PM—Discussion of film “Dough” (following streaming window
for film from 3/1 to 3/4)

Wednesday, 3/26 at 4 PM—Chug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club)

Two options to connect via Zoom:

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting:
https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362
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AKSE FAMILY NEWS

2 Maya Izraylevich

5 Riva Brown

10 David Brown

12 Alan Bleier

14 Harriet Ainbinder

15 Rachel Gottesman
Cantor Redfern

16 Jonathan Jaffe

17 Beth Poole

25 Scott Slomowitz

26 Judy Jacobs

27 Mark Weinglass
Evan Brodsky

31 Mollie Epstein-Makar
Helen Gordon

March March
Birthdays Anniversaries Condolences to
1 Rabbi Abe 5 Vivian & Alan Goldberg

21 Cindy Goldstein & The Piha Family

Jonathan Jaffe
22 Lena & John Elzufon

upon the passing of
Rex Piha

May the Lord comfort the

families among the mourners
of Zion and Jerusalem and
may they know of sorrow no

Special Anniversaries

All anniversaries are special more. Amen.

Special Birthdays

6  Philip Shlossman
7  Shirley Fisch

8 Cindy Goldstein

22 Vivian Goldberg

Entertaining Made Easy!

Order Your Favorite Kosher Foods
Online
WWW SHOPRITE COM/CATERING
o
Catening » Deli « Wiarket - Bakery
TO” Free Deadicated tcProvd ngthe Hghmt Sedercds cfa v
1. 844 SR-.CATERS Undar the Super vasan o the Vs’ sdi-e Kt 12 ofDw svers.

(1844 772.2837)

D el Finger Sandwich Platiers, Smoked Fich Phtters, Fruit Platies,
Meat Phatters Mini Bagel & Lox Platie s, Vege table & Dip Phatters
phs Delcious Rotis serie Chickens, Sabbath Meals and more
al pest aclick orphone call away

) Order by notiing office no later
than Wednesday, March 12 at noon.

SHOPRITE o BRANDYWINE COMMONS

1300 ROCKY RUN PARKWAY WILMINGTON DE
WWWSHOPRITECOM (3024773270

Purim Package For An
Isragli Soldier (With
Mailed Gift Message)

$18.00

MARCH 2025
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DONATIONS

Received in January, 2025

IN MEMORY OF

Jack Vinokur: Rhonda & James Lehr;
Scott Slomowitz; The Goldlust Family
Huguette Piha: Helen C. Gordon

Art Moss: Helen C. Gordon

Joel Roisman: Helen C. Gordon
Ahron & Loretta Augenbraun:
Helen C. Gordon

MAZEL TOV

Kathleen Taylor, on your conversion: The
Cabelli Family; Judi & Max Rosenberg; Judy &
Howard Berlin; Scott Slomowitz; Vivian & Alan
Goldberg; Sylvia & Mark Wagman

Jeff Seidel’s Birthday: Rachel Epstein;

Judy & Howard Berlin

Lidia Ini’s Birthday: Judy & Howard Berlin

YAHRZEIT

Milton Elzufon: John & Lena Elzufon
Gerald Cohn, Father: Martin Cohn
Seymour Sands: Rosalie Simon

Caroline Fisch: Shirley Fisch

Isadore Fisch: Shirley Fisch

Isabelle Fisch: Shirley Fisch

Phyllis Winokur: Allen Schwartz

Irving Cohen: Arthur Cohen

Solomon Buzgon: Edina Buzgon

Beverly Friedman: Lorraine Cohn
Leonard Shufler: Daniel Shufler

Edward Weisman, Brother: Roberta Brown
Solomon Kopolovic: Judy & Howard Berlin
Ester Kopolovic: Judy & Howard Berlin
Yaakov Aryeh ben Pesach Asher,
Grandfather: Helen C. Gordon

Sarah Szczepanski Citron, Mother:

Helen C. Gordon

Sarah Citron, Aunt: Helen C. Gordon

Lola Ashkanasi: Helen C. Gordon

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Refuah Shlaimah

Peter Kopolovic: Judy & Howard Berlin
Lena Elzufon: The Cabelli Family

OTHER

In Honor of Cantor Redfern: Art Cohen
Thank you, Harriet Ainbinder, Faith Brown,
Vivian Goldberg, Lolly Gross and Aida
Waserstein for visiting: Paula Gordon and
Helen C. Gordon

General Donation

John Carew

Yahrzeit of Edward Kauffman

Ellen & Alan Levin and Family

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking
club) is on March 26, at 4 PM. The
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each other.

members

are at

e R ‘*-> ATET TN
3 “é“"}\;i 7 &\‘ ~~,\<\N
0\‘ \ r, > & - \

5y ‘\ 5 /

New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use the AKSE Zoom . VA"» - '0
link (on page 8). FN ??2\‘32 d;>
PO LAWN ) at 1 |
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x MARCH YAHRZEITS &

1
Sylvia Granite
Harry Gross
2
Alex Aronoff
Jacob Bronfin
Bernard Moskowitz
Morris Kirshner
Tom Seidel
Annie Skolnick
3
June Kleban
Robert Levine
Myra Silberman
4
Mitchell Greenberg
Vivian Plotzker
5
Sam Cutler
Anna Krause
Benjamin Sacks
6
Max Berlin
Louis Griff
7
Sam Drescher
Dora Ptashkin
Ethel Stiefel
8
Daniel Cheitlin
Leonard Rosenblatt
Ralph Russell
Rose Shapiro
9
Anita Erdman
Lester Finkel
Lillian Greenwald
Eleanor Kursh
Rhea Cooper Tannen
Judah Vega
10
Nancy Drescher
Max Harris
11
Bessie Bolder
Benjamin Braverman
Eva Bronstein
Seymour Aaron Fisher
Fannie Goodman
Jules Heims
Sherman Julius
Phillip Liebman
Abraham Schwab

12
Michael Aber
Margie Bleier

Edmond Jacobs

13
Sarah Bloom
Joseph Brother

Richard Harwick
Francis Hirshout
Dorothy Meritz
Dora Moskowitz
Berth Ritter
Frank Rosen
Judy Saphire
Lillian Slogoff

14
Charles Arsht
Aaron Concors

Johanna Heimann
Arthur Moss
Dorothy Zagha

15

Anita Drescher

Robert Howard

Rachel Kirsher

Valerie Marrero

Berta Weintraub
16

Gertrude Ruth Greenwald

Morris Levine
17
Jacob Abramowitz
Gloria Brown
Sam Goodman

Sarah Berman Rothstein

Mollie Weiner
Anna Wolf Newman
18
Leah Cheitlin
Gloria Gross
Louis Grossman
Elmer Kaufman
Dvorah Kramper
19
Molly Miller
Bessie Sandell
20
Florence Goldstein
Morton Stiefel
21
Lilly Heitlinger
Annette Miriam Linett
Florence Seidel

21 (cont’d)
Helen Winslow
Henry Winston

22
Michael Berger
Muriel Elzufon

Theodore Mattes
Richard Nathan
Bernard Sachs
Nettie Tomases
23
Rose Dorph
Murray Goldberg
Sally Kaplan
Rita Krigstein
Sylvia Rosenbaum
24
Minnie Berlin
Edna Greenberg

Ernest Adolf Kraus
Harry Ish Schendowich
Louis Stromwasser

25
Max Heimann
26
Samuel Braxman
David Freschman
Judith Lessner
Sol Segal
27
David Blume
Harold Chason
Harriet Engel
Meyer Feibus
Bertha Kreshtool
Beatrice Rosen
Sophie Sobel
28
Aaron Jacob Doroshow
Maurice Kates
29
Frank Chaiken
Irving Edelson
Saul Kagan
Sylvia Panitz
Samuel Ufberg
30
Bernard Freeman
Freda Jacobs
Dorothy Kirshner
Cecile Reich
31
Bernice Brown
Jack Gainen

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates

listed represent the English dates

which correspond to the Hebrew
dates of death.

OFFICE HOURS:

Our Office Manager,
Kathleen Taylor, is
available during the hours
of 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, &
Thursday, (except
religious and federal
holidays). Email and Voice
mail are monitored on
Monday and Friday.

Contact her by emailing
office@AKSE.org or
bookkeeper@AKSE.org or
calling the office phone
number 302-762-2705.

0y

&

- N

SCHOENBERG
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

In the hallowed tradition
of our faith ...

a dignified setting with
reverence for customs
and observances in
strict accord with
family values.

519 Philadelphia Pike
302-762-0334
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH
2412 Pennsylvania Ave.
Wilmington, DE 19806

Did you know?

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE
AT NO EXTRA COST AND WITHOUT

INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.

PLEASE CONTACT AKSE

OFFICE AT 302-762-2705

OR OFFICE@AKSE.ORG

FOR DETAILS. OO
0© -

Check out our rebuilt website at

www.AKSE.org

Thank you to Gini Mora of
BrandSwan, who did a great job
managing the design of our new

website.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL SHOFAR
IS MARCH 16, 2025

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish
the Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be
guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).
Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org or
mail, fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office.

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL
SHOPRITE
AKSE CALENDAR, MARCH
AKSE FAMILY NEWS
AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES IN MARCH
AKSE ZOOM EVENT SCHEDULE IN MARCH
AKSE 140 KICK OFF EVENT INFORMATION
AKSE COMMUNITY SHABBAT AT JCC FLYER
BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY KIDDUSH MARCH 8
CAFE TAMAR SAVE THE DATE
CHUG IVRI INFORMATION
DONATIONS
ISRAELI WINE TASTING AND SALE AT AKSE
MINCHA SERVICE AT JCC
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—AED TRAINING & PHOTOS
PURIM PACKAGE FOR ISRAELI SOLDIERS PROGRAM
PURIM SERVICES SCHEDULE
PURIM SEUDAH INFO

RABBI’'S MESSAGE AND COURSES REMINDER

RITUAL COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT
SISTERHOOD UPDATE

TORAH READING SCHEDULE
WINTER FILM FEST 2025 INFORMATION
YAHRZEITS MARCH

11

10
10
6
4
2
3,9
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