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AKSE WINTER FILM FEST 2025 BEGINS 
 

WATCH THE FILM ñSHALOM BOLLYWOOD.ò 
Discover the unlikely story of the 2000-year-old Indian 
Jewish community and its formative place in shaping the 

worldôs largest film industry. 
 

 AND THEN JOIN A DISCUSSION OF THE FILM 
Online Viewing Window January 4-7 
Discussion January 7 at 7 PM 

 

See page 5 for details. 

MENôS CLUB BRUNCH ð Sunday, January 19 at 10 AM 
 

Featuring the presentation ñMy Army Storyò by 
Community Israel Shaliach, Yuval Moha 

 

Registration required by Jan. 14. See page 6 for details. 

LEARN WITH RABBI ABE ð Two New Courses 
 

ñWrestling With Halachaò 
ñBiblical Portraits: A Study and Bibliodrama Workshopò 

 

Registration required. See page 3 for details. 

FEDERATION SHABBAT ð Friday, January 31 at 7 PM in 
the Siegel JCC Auditorium 

 

Rabbi Abe and AKSE will be taking a leading role in this community-wide 
gathering as AKSE enters its 140

th
 year. Please plan to join us. 

 

See page 7 for details. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Dear Congregants: 

On December 25, AKSE Sisterhood sponsored 
our second annual Chinese food and a movie 
event. But this time, we also celebrated the first 
night of Chanukah, due to a rare coincidence of 
the winter holidays. 

Many of us brought our own chanukiyot (Chanukah menorahs) to the 
shul to light them all together, making the combined effort especially 
bright. 

The food was from Cherry Grill, in Cherry Hill, NJ, the best kosher 
Chinese food in the area; it did not disappoint. And the convergence of 
Chinese food, Chanukah, and movies yielded several yummy snacksð
fortune cookies, gelt, donuts, and popcorn. 

We enjoyed the movie, ñWelcome to Yiddishland,ò a feature-length 
documentary about the progressive artists spearheading a global 
cultural renaissance of the endangered Yiddish languageðby creating 
new art in an ageless language that speaks to our times. 

We all had a great time. Special thanks to Sylvia Wagman and Dianne 
Seidel for their hard work in making all the arrangements, and to Lisa 
Elliott for obtaining the film. See a few photos of the celebration on 
pages 10 and 11. 

Martin Cohn  

Presidentôs Message 

Upcoming Speakers 

January 4    Jeff Seidel 
     
January 11  Kevin Rudolph 
 
January 25  Alan Goldberg 
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
I am looking forward to teaching two courses in the Winter/Spring ñsemesterò 
on what I think you will agree are intriguing subjects. Each class will meet 
once per month from January to June, and you can choose either in-person or 
virtual attendance. Participation is free and open to all (registration required). I 
hope you will join me in learning. 

 
 
 

ñWRESTLING WITH HALACHA (JEWISH LAW)ò 
  
Every Third Tuesday of the month Jan.-June at 7:00 PM.  (FIRST CLASS JANUARY 21) 
Both in person at AKSE and virtually via Zoom.  
 
What is Halacha and how has it developed over time? Most importantly, what is the human role in 
creating Halacha? Who has the authority to set the law? Can Halacha be changed? We will examine 
how Rabbinic authorities over the ages have struggled with current issues of their day and how they 
have attempted to reinterpret Halacha to find a middle ground fitting their times. 
 
The course is perfect for all learners interested in exploring the legal and logical process of Halacha.  
 
  

 
ñBIBLICAL PORTRAITS: A STUDY AND BIBLIODRAMA WORKSHOPò  
 
Every Fourth Tuesday of the month Jan.-June at 7:00 PM. (FIRST CLASS JANUARY 28) 
Both in person at AKSE and virtually via Zoom 
 
What is Midrash/Rabbinic homiletics and how has it developed over time? What is the human role in 
interpreting the biblical sacred texts? We will examine some ancient and modern Midrashic texts 
about Biblical portraits. Most importantly we will learn how to use the method of Bibliodrama (called 
Bibliolog in much of Europe), a form of role playing or improvisational theatre using Bible stories to 
create our own Midrash and to re-create Biblical portraits. 
 
The course is perfect for all seekers interested in exploring the creative magic of storytelling and 
Midrash.  
  
 
 
FOR BOTH COURSES: 
Refreshments will be served for those who join us in person. 
Participation is free and open to all interested, but registration is required. Please register by 
contacting the office at office@AKSE.org or 302-762-2705. 

 
 

Am Yisrael Chai! 
  

Sincerely, 
 

Rabbi Abe  

mailto:Office@akse.org
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JANUARY 

 
Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
(except 1/31, Federation Shabbat at 7 PM at JCC) 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha immediately following 
the Shabbat Kiddush. 
 
Thursdays at 9 AM (1/2, 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30)  
Shacharit with Torah reading  
 
Sunday, January 19 at 9 AMñShacharit (before Menõs Club Brunch) 
 
Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 
Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building.  

 

SHABBAT TORAH 
READING SCHEDULE 

1/4 Cantor Redfern 
1/11 Partnership Minyan 
1/18 Neil Lattin 
1/25 Cantor Redfern 
2/1  Cantor Redfern 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: TuesdaysðJanuary 7, 14, 21, 28 (Timeð3:30 PM)   
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Gameesh Room. Just as in our own building, mask wearing is 
voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

 

CALLING ALL JANUARY BIRTHDAYS and 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, January 11. 
All those with these January celebrations will receive a 
special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush,  

including ice cream cake and more.  

 

Join us for a  
 

Partnership Minyan 
(a service with womenôs 

participation) 
 

Saturday, January 11 at 9 AM 
 

Parshat Vayechi 
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AKSE Winter Film Fest 2025 
Sponsored by the Education Committee 

 
The films are free to members of the AKSE community.   

Access information will be emailed the week before the viewing window begins. 
 

January  4-7 ð Shalom Bollywood 
 
 

Directed by Danny Ben Moshe 
Australia, 2018, Documentary,  
English, 85 Minutes  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 1-4 ð Glickman 
 
A Film by James L. Freedman 
US, 2012, Documentary,  
English, 83 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1-4 ð Dough 
 

A celebration of the all-singing, all-dancing 
history of the worldôs largest film industry, 
Shalom Bollywood reveals the unlikely story 
of the 2000-year-old Indian Jewish 
community and its formative place in shaping 
the worldôs largest film industry. 
 
Viewing window Saturday 1/4 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 1/7 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 1/7 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by Irene Plotzker) 

Before Marv Albert and Bob Costas, there 
was Marty Glickman. A gifted Jewish-
American athlete who was denied the chance 
to represent the U.S. at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, he went on to become one of the 
most revered and influential sportscasters in 
history, pioneering many of the techniques, 
phrases and programming innovations that 
are commonplace in sports reporting today.  
 
Viewing window Saturday 2/1 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 2/4 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 2/4 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by Eric Levin) 

Curmudgeonly widower Nat Dayan (Jonathan 
Pryce) clings to his way of life as a Kosher 
bakery shop owner in Londonôs East End. 
Understaffed, Nat reluctantly enlists the help 
of teenager Ayyash (Jerome Holder), who 
has a secret side gig to help his immigrant 
mother make ends meet. 
 
Viewing window Saturday 3/1 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 3/4 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 3/4 at 7 PM on Zoom 
(led by Barry and Annie Solan) 

Directed by John Goldschmidt 
Starring Jonathan Pryce 
and Pauline Collins 
UK, 2016, Comedy, 
English, 94 minutes 
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AKSE MENôS CLUB BRUNCH 

Sunday, January 19, 2025 

10 AMð12 NOON 

Speaker: Yuval Moha, Community Israel Shaliach 

ñMy Army Storyò 

Enjoy a delicious brunch, followed by Yuvalôs presentation. 
Yuval will tell us about his service in the IDF as a combat 
medic. Also, based on his sources of information in Israel, he 
will inform us of the latest developments in Israel's wars with 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran, followed by Q & A. 

Cost: $7 (Advance Registration and Payment required) 

          Maximum Attendance: 40 People 

Register and Pay online at akse.wufoo.com/forms/mens-club-brunch, or send check to 
the office. Paid registration must be completed online or check received in the office 
by Tuesday, January 14 at 12 noon. Questions? Contact AKSE Office at 302-762-2705 
or office@AKSE.org. 

Tuesday, 1/7 at 7 PMðDiscussion of movie ñShalom Bollywoodò (following 
streaming window for movie from 1/4 to 1/7) 

Wednesday, 1/8 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Friday, 1/10 at 8 AMðShacharit (Fast of Tenth of Tevet) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 
2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JANUARY 

The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on  January 8, at 4 PM.  The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each other. 
New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use the AKSE Zoom 
link (below). 

mailto:office@akse.org
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An Oneg Shabbat, supervised by the Vaôad HaKashruth 
of Wilmington, will follow the service. 

Be part of Federation Shabbat, an inspiring gathering celebrating the solidarity of 
the Delaware Jewish community. This year our own Rabbi Abe has assumed a 
leading role in organizing the service. He will deliver a Dôvar Torah, and several 
members of AKSE are among the participants, including a performance by our 

choir in celebration of AKSEôs 140th anniversary. 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 
Our Sisterhood Shower Brunch was a great success...yummy food, great company, 
and over $1150 raised. We will use the money raised to purchase items needed for our 
kitchen to help with preparation for our Kiddushim and special events. We have 
already purchased a standing mixer and an extra large crockpot. More purchases to 
come! Donations are still being gratefully accepted. Mail in a check made out to AKSE 
Sisterhood and write Kitchen Shower on the memo line. 
  
Thank you to the following for their donations: 
Judy Berlin, Lidia Ini, Rosanne Cabelli, Nina Hubbert, Geri Brosbe, Deb Zussman, 
Irene Plotzker, Wendy Shlossman, Dianne Seidel, Michelle Glazier, Sylvia Wagman, 
Amy Tursky, Rhonda Shulman, and Karen Moss. 
  
We also thank the over 70% of the women in our congregation who have paid their 
Sisterhood dues. Your dues help us carry out and subsidize many of our events. 
 
Additional Sisterhood Donations: 
Alan Bleier and Joan & Jay Bloch in memory of Sylvia Wagman's brother, Marvin Perel 

Front Row: Michelle Glazier, Wendy Shlossman, Debbie Zussman 
Back Row: Sylvia Wagman, Dianne Seidel, Rosanne Cabelli 
  

Also in attendance (these people had already left before we remembered to take a picture): 
Judy Berlin, Lidia Ini, Nina Hubbert, Geri Brosbe, Judi Rosenberg, Irene Plotzker, Amy Tursky 
 

Photo by Sylvia Wagman 
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THANK YOU TO THE EMMANUEL DINING ROOM TEAM! 
Volunteers Needed for January 6 

 
On Friday, December 6, we provided another nutritious meal at Emmanuel Dining 
Room East in Wilmington, feeding over 140 needy individuals. We provided fresh fruit, 
along with our lasagna trays and home-baked desserts.  
 
It takes a village to make an undertaking like this successful. We thank our wonderful 
bakers: Harriet Ainbinder, Judy Berlin, Rosanne Cabelli, Judi Rosenberg, and Dianne 
Seidel. We also extend appreciation to talented lasagna chefs: Michelle Glazier, Karen 
Moss, Dianne Seidel, and Wendy Shlossman. Thanks also go out to all of the 
generous congregants who helped to underwrite the purchase of ingredients, as well 
as to Kathleen Taylor for efficiently keeping track of our income and expenses. 
  
We will need bakers and financial contributions for our final January date. Please 
contact Wendy Shlossman (302-479-5599 or pshlossman@comcast.net) or Karen 
Moss (302-478-4991 or hamorahkeren96@gmail.com), EDR Co-chairs, to volunteer 
your assistance. Baked goods for our final meal of this yearôs cycle may be dropped 
off on Sunday, January 5, to Karen or Wendy, or Monday morning, January 6 before 
11 AM, to Michelle Glazier (302-547-4287) or by prior arrangement. 

Lasagna chefs Michelle Glazier, Karen Moss, Dianne Seidel, and Wendy Shlossman 
 

Photo by Phil Shlossman 

mailto:pshlossman@comcast.net
mailto:hamorahkeren96@gmail.com
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Chinese Dinner, A Movie, and the First Night of Chanukah 

A December 25 Celebration at AKSE 
Photos by Mark Wagman, Sylvia Wagman, and Patt Panzer 
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The article below was published by Albert Einstein Academyôs Head of School, 

Rachel Blumenfeld, in their annual Impact Report. We are grateful to the Jaffe 

Family for the gift of this beautiful piano, which benefits both Einstein and AKSE. 

December 25 Celebration (continued) 


