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Chanukah begins the evening of Wednesday, 
December 25. Join your AKSE friends at 4 PM for 
candle lighting, Chinese dinner, and a movie. 
 

Join us for a special Kiddush following services on 
Shabbat Chanukah December 28. 
 

Join Cantor Redfern via Zoom at 5:30 PM on 
December 28 for Havdalah, candle lighting (4th 
night of Chanukah), and singing of Chanukah songs. 
 

CHANUKAH EVENTS: 
Wednesday, 12/25 at 4 PMðCandle lighting (1st night of Chanukah), Chinese dinner, and 
movie (see page 5) 
Saturday, 12/28 at 9 AMðShabbat service followed by Chanukah Kiddush 
Saturday, 12/28 at 5:30 PMðHavdalah, lighting of Chanukah candles and singing of Chanukah 
songs with Cantor Redfern (Zoom) 
Tuesday, 12/31 at 8 AMðRosh Chodesh Tevet services (Zoom) 
 
 

Read Rabbi Abeôs Chanukah message on Page 3. 

CHINESE FOOD, A MOVIE, & 
chanukah candle lighting  

 

FEATURING ºWELCOME TO YIDDISHLAND» 
 

wednesDAY, DECEMBER 25 AT 4 PM 

(details on page 5)  

SISTERHOOD PAID-UP MEMBERSHIP BRUNCH 
AND KITCHEN SHOWER 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 11:30 AM 
(DETAILS ON PAGE 13) 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 

Dear Congregants: 

On November 21, Rabbi Abe and 
Rebbetzin Ariel both taught classes as 
part of the Jewish Life and Learning 
series at the Siegel JCC.  

Rabbi Abe taught a class in BiblioDrama, 
which involves the use of improvisation to fill in the white 
spaces that are missing from the bibleôs text. The class 
applied this technique to the story of Noah and the flood.  
We had fun making up names for characters not named in 
the text and expressing how they probably felt about 
building an ark, saving the animals, and enduring the long 
stay in that vessel, while realizing that all of their friends and 
neighbors would perish. One attendee, Michele Weiner, 
wrote an impressive Midrash about Naamah, the most 
common name given to Noahôs wife, in preparation for the 
class. 

Ariel co-taught a very popular cooking class with her friend 
Amy Zitelman, CEO of the tahini producer SoomÈ. 
Participants first prepared an orange tahini sauce for 
roasted butternut squash. Then they mixed all of the wet 
and dry ingredients for a chocolate chunk tahini cookie 
batter, taking it home to bake off. 

Both classes were big hits, and a lot of fun. 

Martin Cohn  

(See photos on page 8) 

Presidentôs Message 

Upcoming Speakers 

December 7     Irene Plotzker 
     

December 28    Mark Wagman 
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends,                             O Chanukah, O Chanukah 
  

Growing up we sang this popular Chanukah song in Yiddish: 
Oy Khanike oy Khanike O Chanukah, O Chanukah, 
A yontef a sheyner, A beautiful celebration, 
A lustiker a freylekher Such a cheerful and happy one, 
Nisht do nokh azoyner There is none like it. 
Ale nakht mit dreydlekh shpiln mir, Every night with the dreidels we will play, 
Frishe heyse latkes, esn on a shiré Fresh, hot latkes we will eat endlesslyé 
 

Chanukah certainly is a Yom Tov with no other comparison as the song 
says, ñThere is none like it.ò Itôs not surprising that most children and 
adults, when asked what is their favorite holiday, will say without 
hesitation Chanukah. Chanukah is a cheerful and joyous holiday, which 
possesses a certain gentle beauty that makes it stand out among other 
Jewish holidays. We may wonder what is this unique characteristic of 
Chanukah that makes it so admirable to all ages? 
 

Chanukah is about how a small group of brave Maccabees protected 
their homeland and the Jewish traditions from the invasion of the giant 
army of the Seleucid Empire in the second century BCE. They were 
small but mighty, meek but fearless, fragile but resilient, and they were 
the minority but courageous. It is fitting that we commemorate their bravery not with Matzah 
ball soup, brisket, and wine but rather with some oily latkes, a dancing dreidel, and adding 
one small candle each night to celebrate their victory.  
 

On Chanukah, we are being reminded to never underestimate the power of light and hope, 
and how one tiny flickering candle can push aside all the darkness. This year as we light the 
Chanukah candles, may we also have our modern day Maccabees in our mindsðour IDF 
soldiersðwho are fighting bravely to safeguard our Holy Land and our people Israel. As the 
shadow of antisemitism looms over us, let us confront it by proudly lighting our Menorah and 
displaying it in our windows, demonstrating to the outside world the power of our light and 
saluting our bravery and resilience. 
 

As the rest of the song goes: 
Geshvinder, tsindt kinder Come quickly children 
Di Khanike likhtlekh on Light the Chanukah candles 
Zogt ñAl Hanisimò loybt Got far di nisim Say Al HaNissim, praise G-d for the miracles, 
Un lomir ale tantsn in kon. And we will all dance together in a circle! 
Zogt ñAl Hanisimò loybt Got far di nisim Say Al HaNissim, praise G-d for the miracles, 
Un lomir ale tantsn in kon. And we will all dance together in a circle! 
 

Happy Chanukah, 
  
Am Yisrael Chai! 
  
Sincerely, 
 

Rabbi Abe  
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 

 
Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha at approximately 1 PM 
NOTE: Mincha will take place immediately 
following the Shabbat Kiddush. 
 
Thursdays at 9 AM (12/5, 12/12, 12/19, 12/26)  
Shacharit with Torah reading  
 
Services are in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 
Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building.  

 

SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

12/7   Rabbi Abe 
12/14 Cantor Redfern 
12/21 Rabbi Abe & AKSE Men 
12/28 Cantor Redfern 
 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: TuesdaysðDecember 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 (Timeð3:30 PM)   
LOCATION: Siegel JCC GAMEESH ROOM. Just as in our own building, mask wearing is 
voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

 

CALLING ALL DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS and 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, December 7. 
All those with these December celebrations will receive a 
special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush,  

including ice cream cake and more.  
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Welcome to Yiddishland offers an upbeat, witty, and timely exploration of an international community 
of artists who are rediscovering and revitalising Yiddish culture. While it is a highly entertaining Arts 
film, full of joyous music and performances, it also reframes our understanding of Jewish culture and 
identity, probing nuanced aspects of what it means to identify as Jewish and engage in Jewish culture. 

Through intimate interviews and rare behind-the-scenes access to some of the world's top musicians 
and performers working in Yiddish, we showcase the innovative works of artists who use this ancient 
language as a vehicle for addressing contemporary issues. This community is not large in overall 
numbers, but they are global, spreading from Mexico to Buenos Aires, Berlin, New York, Paris, 
Melbourne and more. They are having a big impact. Indeed they are driving a renaissance in Yiddish 
Arts and Culture. 

World premiere April 2024     95 minutes 
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CELEBRATION FOR 
CANTOR REDFERN 

November 17 
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The next meeting of the Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking 
club) is on  Wednesday, December 4, at 4 PM.  The 
members are at different levels of Hebrew ability, and we 
help each other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot! Use 
the AKSE Zoom link (below). 

Sunday, 12/1 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh KISLEV) 

Monday, 12/2 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh KISLEV) 

Wednesday, 12/4 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Saturday, 12/28 at 5:30 PMðHavdalah, lighting of Chanukah candles, singing of 
Chanukah songs (led by Cantor Redfern) 

Tuesday, 12/31 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh TEVET, Chanukah) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 
2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 

Photos of Cantor celebration by Sylvia Wagman, 
Mark Wagman, and Jonathan Jaffe 
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JEWISH LIFE AND LEARNING (REMAINING) CLASS SCHEDULE 

Siegel JCC 

Thursday, December 5: 

¶ Dirshuni: Women's Midrash with Rabbi Yair Robinson, 6:45 PM 

¶ Wanna Learn Some Yiddish? with Dr. Joel Chodos, 6:45 PM 

¶ Rikud: Israeli Dancing with Lorraine Cohn, 8 PM 

 

Thursday, December 19: 

¶ Tikkun Olam with Eliana Hall, 6:45 PM 

¶ The Women of Hanukkah with Rabbi Julie Danan, 6:45 PM (on zoom) 

¶ Wanna Learn Some Yiddish? with Dr. Joel Chodos, 8 PM 

¶ Jewish History Through Time with Rabbi Michael Beals, 8 PM (American Jewish History) 

 

More details and registration link at 

www.siegeljcc.org/events/2024/11/07/adults/jewish-life-learning/ 

Rabbi Abe and Rebbetzin Ariel taught 
popular and fun classes on November 21 
as part of the Jewish Life and Learning 
series at the JCC. 
(See descriptions of classes on page 2.) 

Photos by Mark Wagman and Martin Cohn 
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                           1                              2 
 
 

                                                  
 
  

                       3   
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

 
      

                   4 
 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri  
4 pm 

                              5 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
Jewish Life & 
Learning Classes 
JCC 6:45 pm 

                 6  
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 
 
 

                   7 
Parshat Vayetzei 
Shacharit 9 am  
 

BIRTHDAY/ANNI-
VERSARY KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha 1 pm 
 

Havdallah 5:22 pm 
(at home)  
 

 
 

                                  8 
 

                 9 
 
 

                10 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors 
meeting 7:30 pm 
 
 

                  11 
 

 
 
 
 

                           12 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 

                        13 
 
 

 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:00 pm 

 

 
 

                        14 
Parshat Vayishlach 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha 1 pm 
 
Havdallah 5:24 pm 
(at home) 
 

               15 
Sisterhood Paid-
Up Membership 
BRUNCH AND 
KITCHEN 
SHOWER 
11:30 am 

                16 
 

                         17 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                 18 
 

                          19 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

 
Jewish Life & 
Learning Classes 
JCC 6:45 pm 
 
 

               20 
 
 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
6:00 pm 
 

                 21    
Parshat Vayeshev 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha 1 pm  
 
Havdallah 5:27 pm 
(at home) 
 
 
 
 

               22 
 
 

               23 
 

                24 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                 25    
CHINESE 
DINNER, movie, 
and Chanukah  
candle lighting  
4 pm 
 

 
 
 

CHANUKAH   26 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

CHANUKAH 27 
 
 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
6:00 pm 
 

 

CHANUKAH    28 
Parshat Miketz 
Shacharit 9 am 
Mincha 1 pm 
 

Havdallah, candle 
lighting, singing 
5:30 pm 
(Zoom) 
 
 

CHANUKAH  29 
  
 
 
 

  
                                   

CHANUKAH  30 
 
 
  
 

 

CHANUKAH  31 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
8 am 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

          Jan 1 
CHANUKAH 
ROSH  
CHODESH 
 

Happy (Secular) 
New Year!!! 

 
 

                   
 
 

     
     

2 KISLEV 

11 KISLEV 10 KISLEV 

30 CHESHVAN 6 KISLEV 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 KISLEV 25 KISLEV 

29 KISLEV 

22 KISLEV 

20 KISLEV   19 KISLEV 14 KISLEV 

 5 KISLEV 

16 KISLEV 18 KISLEV 17 KISLEV 15 KISLEV 

26 KISLEV 24 KISLEV 23 KISLEV 21 KISLEV 

7 KISLEV 

4 KISLEV 

13 KISLEV 8 KISLEV 

1 KISLEV 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha 

Havdallah 
(at home) 

 DEC 7 

 DEC 14 

 DEC 21 

 DEC 28 

  

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

 

5:22 pm 

5:24 pm   

5:27 pm 

5:30 pm 

 

12 KISLEV 9 KISLEV 

28 KISLEV 30 KISLEV 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

DEC 6 

DEC 13 

DEC 20 

DEC 27 

 

4:19 pm 

4:20 pm 

4:22 pm 

4:26 pm 

 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

 

3 KISLEV 

ROSH 
CHODESH 
Zoom 
Shacharit  
9 am 

ROSH 
CHODESH 
Zoom 
Shacharit  
8 am 

1 TEVET 
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AKSE Winter Film Fest 2025 
Sponsored by the Education Committee 

 
The films are free to members of the AKSE community.   

Access information will be emailed the week before the viewing window begins. 
 

 
January  4-7 ð Shalom Bollywood 
 
 

Directed by Danny Ben Moshe 
Australia, 2018, Documentary,  
English, 85 Minutes  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 1-4 ð Glickman 
 
A Film by James L. Freedman 
US, 2012, Documentary,  
English, 83 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1-4 ð Dough 
 

A celebration of the all-singing, all-dancing 
history of the worldôs largest film industry, 
Shalom Bollywood reveals the unlikely story 
of the 2000-year-old Indian Jewish 
community and its formative place in shaping 
the worldôs largest film industry. 
 
Viewing window Saturday 1/4 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 1/7 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 1/7 at 7 PM on Zoom 

Before Marv Albert and Bob Costas, there 
was Marty Glickman. A gifted Jewish-
American athlete who was denied the chance 
to represent the U.S. at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics, he went on to become one of the 
most revered and influential sportscasters in 
history, pioneering many of the techniques, 
phrases, and programming innovations that 
are commonplace in sports reporting today.  
 
Viewing window Saturday 2/1 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 2/4 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 2/4 at 7 PM on Zoom 

Curmudgeonly widower Nat Dayan (Jonathan 
Pryce) clings to his way of life as a Kosher 
bakery shop owner in Londonôs East End. 
Understaffed, Nat reluctantly enlists the help 
of teenager Ayyash (Jerome Holder), who 
has a secret side gig to help his immigrant 
mother make ends meet. 
 
Viewing window Saturday 3/1 after 
Shabbat to Tuesday 3/4 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 3/4 at 7 PM on Zoom 

Directed by John Goldschmidt 
Starring Jonathan Pryce 
and Pauline Collins 
UK, 2016, Comedy, 
English, 94 minutes 
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THANK YOU TO THE EMMANUEL DINING ROOM TEAM! 
Volunteers Needed for Dec. 6 and Jan. 6 

 
 
On Thursday, November 7, we provided a nutritious meal for over 170 needy 
individuals at Emmanuel Dining Room East in Wilmington. Last year at this same time 
we fed just over 150 persons. We are grateful that, as the need has greatly increased, 
our generous congregants continue to step forward and make it possible to fulfill the 
mitzvah of feeding the hungry. 
 
It takes a village to make an undertaking like this successful. We thank our wonderful 
bakers: Harriet Ainbinder, Judy Berlin, Lucy Clark, Lorraine Cohn, Mollie Epstein 
Makar, Susan Epstein, Vivian Goldberg, Rich Plotzker, Dianne Seidel, and Mel 
Zussman. We also extend appreciation to our talented lasagna chefs: Michelle Glazier, 
Karen Moss, Dianne Seidel, and Wendy Shlossman. Thanks also go out to all of the 
generous congregants who helped to underwrite the purchase of ingredients, as well 
as to Kathleen Taylor for efficiently keeping track of our income and expenses. 
  
We will need bakers and financial contributions for our December and January dates.  
Please contact  Wendy  Shlossman  (302-479-5599 or pshlossman@comcast.net), EDR 
Co-chair, to volunteer your assistance for December. (Baked goods for our next meal 
may be dropped off at Wendyôs house on December 5 or 6 by prior arrangement.) 

 Selfie of cooking crew taken by Michelle Glazier 

Dianne Seidel,  Karen Moss, Wendy Shlossman 

Photo of Dianne Seidel 
taken by Wendy Shlossman 

mailto:pshlossman@comcast.net

