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TIME TO ORDER YOUR ROSH HASHANAH HONEY!!! 
 
Send Rosh Hashanah greetings with honey to 
] Fellow AKSE members (details on page 6) 

] Non-member family and friends (details on page 7) 

 

REFLECTING ON MY FIRST YEAR AT AKSE 
 

Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
Shalom. As I take a moment to reflect upon this past year at 
AKSE, I can proudly say that this year has been filled with amazing 
experiences. It was a time of transition for Ariel and myself and for 
the AKSE community as well. Personally, I feel very blessed that it 
has been a year of new beginnings: Ariel and I celebrated our 
wedding, our new home, and our new community here in 
Wilmington, DE. I am very grateful for the wonderful opportunities this year has 
presented me to be able to Embrace, Engage, and Enrich the lives of so many of you 
in so many different ways as your spiritual leader.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

June was a busy month at AKSE. 
 
Enjoy photos of three successful major events on pages 12 to 15: 

¶ Erev Shavuot Eat, Pray, Learn 

¶ Happy Hour/Musical Sing-Along Kabbalat Shabbat 

¶ AKSE Academy 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Alan Goldberg, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Special Program for  
Tisha BôAv Afternoon 

 

Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 PM 
(in person at AKSE) 

 
Showing of the 18-minute film SEE 
MEMORY by Viviane Silvera 

 
ñSEE MEMORY is about the power of memory in our lives and how 
traumatic memories can prevent us from living fully in the present and 
envisioning our futures. The film offers a roadmap for changing our 
relationship to memory and regaining hope and agency. SEE 

MEMORY is made out of 30,000 hand painted stills that accompanies 
narration from interviews with leading neuroscientists and 

psychiatrists.ñ (seememoryfilm.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The showing of the film will be followed by  

¶ Discussion 

¶ Mincha/Maôariv 

¶ Break the fast 

Upcoming Speakers 
                July 6                  Faith Brown 

                July 27                Joel Chodos 

                August 3             Ron Makar 

                August 24           Kevin Rudolph 

                August 31           Jonathan Jaffe 
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I am grateful for the opportunities to: deliver sermons, teach a 
variety of classes, officiate at weekday, Shabbat, and Yom Tov 
services, participate in leading services and reading Torah/
Megillot, lead Shabbat and Yom Tov communal dinners, create 
new programming and events, officiate at life cycle events such as 
funerals and a Bat Mitzvah, lead Shivas, celebrate happy 
occasions, visit the elderly and sick, and provide counseling and 
pastoral care to our AKSE members. Special thank you to our 
President, our Executive Board, Board of Governors, Sisterhood, Education 
Committee, Ritual Committee, Cafe Tamar Committee, AKSE Academy Committee, 
Cantor Redfern and all of you who helped me and encouraged me to create new 
programs, social events, and study classes to enrich AKSE and make this year such a 
success.  
 
Most importantly, Ariel and I are very grateful for all of you for making us feel so 
welcomed. Special thanks to all of you who helped us acclimate to our new home and 
community. We are grateful for the many new friendships and relationships we have 
fostered within the AKSE community and the larger community as well. We have 
gotten to know each other better! 
 

.ˢˑ̑˒s  ˭˒ˬ ˋ̑ ˒˪ ̐ˮ˓̄˧ˏ̍ ˏs ˋˣ ̐ˮ˓ˬ ˋ̓ ˏ˵ ˋˣ ̐ˮ˓˧ˌ˥ˑs ˑ̅  ,˫˓˪̡˰˓s  ̀ˑ˪ˑˬ  ̐ˮ˧ːs ̂ˌ˞ ,˓˧ˋ˧ ˢ˓̠ ˒˞  ̀̐˶˓̌ 
Blessed are You, G-d, King of the Universe, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled 
us to reach this occasion. 
 
I look forward to hearing your feedback and ideas on how we could do more and better 
in the future. Please feel free to reach out to me via email at rabbiabe@akse.org or 
contact the office to schedule a time to meet in person.  
Toda Raba!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Rabbi Abe and Ariel  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

mailto:rabbiabe@akse.org
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JULY/AUGUST 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñMincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6:30 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(7/5, 7/12, 7/19 at 8:15 PM; 7/26, 8/2 at 8:00 PM;   
8/9, 8/16 at 7:45 PM; 8/23 at 7:30 PM; 8/30 at 7:15 PM) 
 
Fast of 17 Tammuz (Fast begins at 4:15 AM and 
ends at 8:57 PM on 7/23) 7 PMñMincha 
 

Fast of Tisha BõAv (Fast begins at 8:01 PM 8/12 and ends at 8:32 PM 8/13) 
8/12 at 7:45 PMñMincha/Maõariv/Eicha/Kinot 
8/13 at 9 AMñShacharit/Kinot 
8/13 at 6:30 PMñshort film and discussion, Mincha/Maõariv, break fast 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave.  
 
Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building.  

 

SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE 

7/6 Cantor Redfern 
7/13 Cantor Redfern 
7/20 AKSE Men 
7/27 Rabbi Abe 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICEðRAIN OR SHINE!!! 

Here are the particulars: 
DATES: TuesdaysðJULY 2,9,16,30. AUGUST 6,20,27  (Timeð3:30 PM)   

NO SERVICE AT JCC ON JULY 23 AND AUGUST 13 DUE TO FAST DAYS  
(INSTEAD, SEE SCHEDULE ABOVE OF SERVICES AT AKSE)  

LOCATION: Siegel JCC GAMEESH ROOM or the adjacent courtyard (weather permitting). Just 
as in our own building, mask wearing is voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

 

CALLING ALL SUMMER BIRTHDAYS and WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES!!! 

 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturdays, JULY 6 & AUGUST 3. All 
those with these July/August celebrations will receive a special blessing, 
and there will be a special Kiddush, including ice cream and more. 

8/3 Cantor Redfern 
8/10 AKSE Men 
8/17 Cantor Redfern 
8/24 Rabbi Abe 
8/31 Cantor Redfern 
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Mr«®jªq~~h ?jµ« 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘ ƴƻǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ {ƘƻŦŀǊ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƧŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ !Y{9Φ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ у ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅ ƧŀǊǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƧŀǊ ƻŦ 
ƘƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Y{9 ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ϷммуΦ  
 
! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎŀƭŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƴŜȅ ǎŀƭŜǎΣ ŘǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ !Y{9 ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ Ϸуллл ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΗ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ 
 

Sylvia Wagman 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is meeting 
monthly. Please join us on Wednesdays, JULY 17 and 
AUGUST 14 at 4 PM  for  Hebrew  speaking/reading/
understanding sessions. The members are at different 
levels of Hebrew ability, and we help each other. New 
people are welcome. L'hitraot!  Use the AKSE Zoom link 
(see below). 

Sunday, 7/7 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH TAMMUZ) 

Wednesday, 7/17 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Tuesday, 7/23 at 8 AMðShacharit (FAST OF TAMMUZ) 

Monday, 8/5 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH AV) 

Wednesday, 8/14 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 
 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 
2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JULY/AUGUST 

See details for ordering honey 
 on pages 6 and 7. 
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Members of our AKSE family  

Take advantage 

of this 

wonderful 

opportunity to 

send sweet 

Rosh Hashanah 

greetings to 

members of our 

AKSE family  

For those unable 

to order online, or 

for any other 

questions, please 

contact:  
Sylvia Wagman at  

srwag8@comcast.net  

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Sisterhood invites  

you to send New Yearõs greetings to 

 

                             For a donation of just $118, your                    
                        Rosh Hashanah greetings will  
                        accompany a jar of honey  
                        sent to every AKSE member.           
                        This is similar to the way  
                        Sisterhood ha d been sending  
                        Purim greetings for many  
                        years.  
                      
                         The recipient will receive one   
                          jar of honey along with a   
                         letter containing the names &  
                       message s of all the contributors.  
                     
Another option is to send greetings to 
individual AKSE members for the reduced 
cost of $ 5 per greeting. Again, the recipient 
will receive one jar of honey along with a letter 
listing all the greetings.  
 
You can order through a  personal link in an 
email that you  will  receiv e soon . There are 
easy step -by-step directions to place your 
order and even personalize it with your own 
greeting.  Deadline for  ordering  is  Sept . 11. 
 
Remember, this project is for sending 
greetings/honey to AKSE members only.  
 

 

Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
fellow AKSE members: 
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Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
non-member family and friends: 

 

 

 

 

Wish family, friends and business 
associates a Sweet & Happy New Year! 

Send the sweetest of all Rosh Hashanah greetings! 
 

FREE shipping through August 8th*  

Just in time for Rosh Hashanah, we will ship an 8 oz jar of 
Kosher clover honey with a personalized card reading: 

 

Ȱ3ÈÁÎÁ 4ÏÖÁ - Wishing you a Healthy and 
(ÁÐÐÙ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȢȱ - signed with your name. 

 

Cost is $14.00 per jar.  
Order by August 8th for free shipping within the U.S.  

 
Ordering is quick and easy!  

Simply go to www.honeyfromtheheart.org/AKS 
 

* Shipping 
ü After August 8th add $8.00 per jar for 

shipping within the U.S.  
 

Order through September 12th for delivery by 
Rosh Hashanah. 

AKSE SISTERHOOD THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

If you are unable to order online or have any other questions,                                    

contact Sylvia Wagman at srwag8@comcast.net 
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                                       1           
                                  

 
                                                  
 
  

                                    2 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 

 
 

                         3                    
 
 

 

                   4  
Happy 
Independence 
Day! 
 
No Shacharit 
Service 

                 5             
 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  

ROSH CHODESH   6 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am  
 
 

BIRTHDAY 
KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 9:22 pm 
 

 
 

                 7               
ROSH  
CHODESH 
Zoom  
Shacharit & Hallel 
9 am 

                 8 
 

                  9 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors 
meeting 7:30 pm 
 

                 10 
 

 
 
 
 

                           11 
 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

                12 
 

 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  
 
 
 

 

                        13 
In-person                
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 PM 
Havdallah 
9:18 pm 
 
 

               14 
 

                15 
 
 

                         16 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 17 
 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm 

                          18 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 
 
 

               19 
 
 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  
 

                  20 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 
9:13 pm 
 
 
 

               21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               22 
 
 
 

                23 
FAST OF 
TAMMUZ 
Fast begins 4:15 am 
Fast ends 8:57 pm 
 

Zoom Shacharit 
8 am 
In-person Mincha 
7 pm 

 

                 24    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                           25 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                            26 
 

 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 

 

                            27 
 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
9:06 pm 
 
 
 

               28 
  
 
 
 

                                    

                29 
 
 
  
 

 

                30 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 31  
 

                           

     
     

25 SIVAN 28 SIVAN 

5 TAMMUZ 4 TAMMUZ 

24 TAMMUZ 

30 SIVAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

21 TAMMUZ 19 TAMMUZ 

23 TAMMUZ 

16 TAMMUZ 

14 TAMMUZ   13 TAMMUZ 8 TAMMUZ 10 TAMMUZ 12 TAMMUZ 11 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ 

20 TAMMUZ 18 TAMMUZ 17 TAMMUZ 15 TAMMUZ 

1 TAMMUZ 

29 SIVAN 

7 TAMMUZ 

26 SIVAN 

2 TAMMUZ 

27 SIVAN 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha Havdallah 

 JULY 6 

 JULY 13 

 JULY 20 

 JULY 27 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:00 pm 

9:22 pm 

9:18 pm   

9:13 pm 

9:06 pm 

6 TAMMUZ 3 TAMMUZ 

22 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

JULY 5 

JULY 12 

JULY 19 

JULY 26 

8:15 pm 

8:12 pm 

8:08 pm 

8:02 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 
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                   1 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                2  
 
In-person 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 

In-person              3 
Shacharit 9 am  
 
 

BIRTHDAY 
KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 8:58 pm 
 

 
 

 

                 4               
 
 

                 5 
 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom 
Shacharit/Hallel 
8 am 

                  6 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

                   7 
 

 
 
 
 

                              8 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
DEADLINE FOR 
FREE SHIPPING 
OF HONEY 

                           9 
 
 

In-person 
Mincha/ 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

                        10 
In-person                
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 PM 
Havdallah 
8:49 pm 
 
 

               11 
 

                12 
EREV TISHA 
BôAV 
Fast begins 8:01 pm 
 
In-person 
Mincha/Maôariv 
Eicha/Kinot  
7:45 pm 

                         13 
TISHA BôAV                               
In-person 
Shacharit/Kinot 
9 am 
Short film, 
discussion,Mincha 
Maôariv, break 
fast 6:30 pm 
Fast ends 8:32 pm 
 

                 14 
 
 
Zoom 
Chug Ivri 
4 pm 

                          15 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 
 

               16 
 
 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  
 

                  17 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:38 pm 
 
 
 

               18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               19 
 
 
 

                20 
 

 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                 21    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                           22 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                            23 
 

 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 

 

                            24 
 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 
8:27 pm 
 
 
 

               25 
  
 
 
 

  
                                   

                26 
 
 
  
 

 

                27 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
3:30 pm 
 
Jewish Heritage 
Night   Blue Rocks 
 
 
 

                 28  
 

                 29                   30                   31               

     
     

26 AV 

4 AV 3 AV 

23 AV 

28 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

20 AV 18 AV 

22 AV 

15 AV 

13 AV   12 AV 7 AV 

 27 TAMMUZ 

9 AV 11 AV 10 AV 8 AV 

19 AV 17 AV 16 AV 14 AV 

29 TAMMUZ 

27 AV 

6 AV 

26 TAMMUZ 

1 AV 

25 AV 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha Havdallah 

 AUG 3 

 AUG 10 

 AUG 17 

 AUG 24 

 AUG 31 

8:00 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:15 pm 

8:58 pm 

8:49 pm   

8:38 pm 

8:27 pm 

8:16 pm 

5 AV 2 AV 

21 AV 24 AV 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/
Maôariv  
7:15 pm 
Havdallah 
8:16 pm 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

AUG 2 

AUG 9 

AUG 16 

AUG 23 

AUG 30 

7:55 pm 

7:47 pm 

7:38 pm 

7:28 pm 

7:17 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 
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SECURITY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Dear Congregants: 

At the Annual Meeting held a few weeks ago, I reported on the progress made on 
Security during the fiscal year 2023-2024. That progress is described here, 
recognizing that some congregants could not attend and to provide relevant 
information not reported then. 

Some of the work was for FEMAôs NSGP-Award (Non-Profit Security Grant Program, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency), and some was outside the scope of the 
NSGP. These focus areas are related but separate, as summarized by the two-fold mission of the 
AKSE Security Committee: 

NSGP (FEMA-Funded): To Administer/Manage the Security Upgrades covered by Our Approved 
Application to address critical vulnerabilities of our building. 

Non-NSGP Activities: To Recommend/Implement (if Approved) Changes to Enhance Security of 
Personnel at AKSE. 

Progress in the NSGP-Program 

Doors/Windows. In May with approval from Immanuel Church, AKSE entered into two (2) contracts 
with Wilmington Glass. One contract is to replace the French doors used to enter/exit the Social Hall. 
Two metal-framed doors equipped with impact-resistant, transparent polycarbonate panels and 
panic bars will be installed. These doors will open out, and they can be fitted with access control 
equipment after installation. 

The second contract addresses the vulnerability of the two non-functional sets of French doors, one 
of which is in the Chapel and the other is in the Social Hall. A metal panel containing impact-
resistant, transparent polycarbonate panels will be affixed to the inside of the current door frames.  

Owing to a two-month lead time for some materials, we anticipate that these changes will have been 
completed no later than August. 

NVR System (Network Video Recording). Discussions with a local NVR-vendor who visited AKSE in 
April are underway. Recording equipment, cameras, and lighting issues were addressed. 

Security-Threat Response Plan. To address the potential for a security threat while individuals are in 
the building, we held an in-person training session in December at the end of a Shabbat morning 
service. Exiting the building in an emergency and the chosen safe areas were addressed. Attendees 
had the opportunity to visit each exit and safe area on the main floor of the building. Future sessions 
are planned for important topics. 

Michael Ostermueller, Deputy Director of JFED Security, LLC, conducted a security assessment at 
AKSE in October and submitted a Security Threat, Vulnerability, and Risk Assessment report in 
November. The primary focus of the report is on physical security and crime prevention. It is broader 
in scope than the assessment obtained for our 2022 application to FEMA. The JFED Security report 
largely endorsed our plans under the NSGP. The added suggestions in the report are being 
reviewed and, as appropriate, followed for the hardening of the building and for improving our 
response plan. 
 
Progress in the Non-NSGP Activities 

Security Training. In September, Sean Redmond and Mike Ostermueller, JFED Security, LLC, 
conducted Situational Awareness & Active Threat Response Training at AKSE for the Security 
Committee, clergy, staff, Executive Board, and select others.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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GIFT CARDS  "FOR SALE"  
PURCHASE  ACME  SHOPRITE  GIANT  

 

Available from Marty Zukoff: 302-478-4734 and Dianne Seidel: 302-
479-0490. Utilizing the gift cards from AKSE raises money for our 
synagogue with no cost or inconvenience to YOU! We deliver and 
even mail...itôs a no brainer!! You can even call the office as 
well...302-762-2705. 

In March, Chuck Berkowitz, Senior Director at Community Security Service (CSS), conducted similar 
training, called Entry Point. This training was held online and was available to the entire congregation. 

Major topics included in the JFED Security and CSS training sessions were: 

¶ Identifying security threats 

¶ Recognizing suspicious activity 

¶ The importance of volunteer security 

¶ Reducing and responding to threats to our synagogue 

¶ How to volunteer to protect our community 

Also in March, Chuck Berkowitz conducted an online training session, Ushers & Greeters. It was 
made available to individuals who have served AKSE in these roles in the past and those who have 
expressed interest in doing so in the future.  

Safe Rooms, Equipment. Most of the areas in our building that have been identified as safe rooms 
have been equipped with a telephone and a first-aid kit. The addition of other equipment, such as 
stop-the-bleed kits after suitable training, is envisioned. 

Police Coverage. The Wilmington Police Department (WPD) has provided an officer for most Shabbat 
morning services since mid-November. In September, the WPD provided two officers for most High 
Holiday services, most of which were held in Miller Hall. The WPD also provided an officer for the 
events surrounding Tikkun Leil Shavuot in June. 

The approved budget for the new fiscal year, 2024-2025, includes monies for continued WPD 
coverage at AKSE. 

In closing, it is clear from this summary that the progress made regarding security during the fiscal 
year just ended is significant. On behalf of the Security Committee, I thank everyone who contributed 
ideas, time, and skills to this success. 

Shalom, 

  Alˉʘ Bɳˏɰˏʞ 

Chair, Security Committee 

(SECURITY COMMITTEE REPORT Continued from page 10)  
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and it was quite the extravaganza. The evening began with a Maôariv service led by Rabbi Abe. The 
incomparable and indefatigable Ariel Hauptman Rabinovich was the mastermind and organizing 
force behind an ambitious, creative, and delicious dairy dinner menu, and she brought it to life with 
the planning assistance and help of a small team of volunteers. Over 40 people dined on a blintz bar 
with multiple homemade toppings; a variety of quiches, including spinach-feta, broccoli-cheddar, 
caramelized onion and goat cheese, and gluten-free options; hearts of palm salad and strawberry-
mango salad; cheesecake topped with homemade lemon curd, cheesecakes with other homemade 
fruit toppings; and make-your-own sundaes in edible waffle bowls. In keeping with one of the 
minhagim associated with Shavuot, the shul ï and each table ï was decorated with beautiful fresh 
flowers 

A traditional tikkun leil Shavuot, led by Rabbi Abe, was sandwiched in between dinner and dessert. 
The tikkun theme was ñThe Untold Story of Moses,ò and it focused on Mosesô early years, as well as 
the four women who played a critical role in keeping him alive. As is his practice, Rabbi Abe kept his 
audience thoroughly engaged with bits of Talmud, Midrash, humor, and the use of chavruta and 
small group study. He facilitated learning rather than lecturing, making the experience participatory, 
enjoyable, and educational.   

The entire evening was special and memorable. We are especially grateful to Rabbi Abe and Ariel. 
Thanks also go out to event co-sponsors Alan Bleier and Deb and Mel Zussman, as well as to 
kitchen assistants Rosanne Cabelli, Lidia Ini, Karen Moss, Rich Plotzker, and Dianne Seidel. 

Thanks to Michael Cabelli and Ariel Rabinovich for the photos on these two pages. 

ñEat, Pray, Learnò was the theme of this yearôs Shavuot celebration, 
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More photos from  
Shavuot celebration 
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On Friday, June 28, a Happy Hour was followed by  
a Musical Sing-Along Kabbalat Shabbat. 

Thank you to Rhonda Shulman and Neil Lattin for sponsoring this fun and successful event, to Ariel 
Rabinovich and helpers for preparing the delicious food and drink, and to Cantor Redfern for 
engaging everyone in joyful singing with his guitar and voice. 

Photos by Mark Wagman 
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On Sunday, June 30, the 13
th
 AKSE Academy was held at the Siegel JCC. 

Thank you to Kevin Rudolph and his committee for organizing the successful, engaging, and 
educational program. Thanks especially to the instructors: Rabbi Abe, Yuval Moha, Rachel 
Blumenfeld, Rich Plotzker, and Kevin Rudolph. 

Photos by 
Jonathan 
Jaffe 
and 
Mark 
Wagman 


