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Vol. XLVI No. 8                               THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                           APRIL 2024  

FIRST CONGREGATION                        

  Thursday, April 18 
 Deadline for Authorization for Sale of Chametz 
 (Form on page 10) 
  
 Sunday,  April 21 
Search for Chametz - after 8:29 PM 
  

 Monday, April 22, Erev Pesach 
Shacharit - 8:00 AM (in person and Zoom) 
Followed by Siyum for the first born 
Chametz may be eaten until - 10:43 AM 
Latest Time to burn Chametz - 11:52 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting - 7:30 PM 
First Seder 
  
 Tuesday, April 23, First Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting - after 8:32 PM 

Second Seder 
  
 Wednesday, April 24, Second Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 7:45 PM 
Havdallah - 8:33 PM 

Friday, April 26, Erev Shabbat 
Kabbalat Shabbat - 6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting - 7:34 PM 
 
Saturday, April 27, Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 7:30 PM 
Havdallah - 8:36 PM 
   
Sunday, April 28, Chol Hamoed 
Mincha/Maôariv - 6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting - 7:36 PM 
  
Monday, April 29, Seventh Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv - 6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting - after 8:39 PM 
  
Tuesday, April 30, Eighth Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Yizkor Service - approx. 10:45 AM 
Mincha/Ma'ariv - 7:45 PM 
Havdallah - 8:40 PM 
  
Do not eat any Chametz sold for you by Rabbi Abe 
prior to 9:00 PM. 

SEDER HOSPITALITY PROJECT 
 
 

Matching those offering with those seeking invites 
 

(See details in Rabbi Abeôs message on page 3) 

Candle lighting on the second day of Yom Tov (or on the first day if lighting after 
candle lighting time listed above) should be from an existing fire. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Open, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Dear Congregants: 

Last month, prior to our Shabbat Across 
America dinner, I installed an eruv 
between the AKSE building and the 
Immanuel Church. The eruv enables our 
volunteers who work on large events in 
Miller Hall to carry supplies and food 

between our building and the church on Shabbat. 

Alan Bleier made arrangements with Immanuel Church. I 
conferred with Rabbi Abe on the halachic requirements for 
the eruv, and with Michael Cabelli on technical aspects. It 
was a fairly simple thing to do. I 
tied a metal rod from an old 
sukkah that we no longer use to 
the fence post next to our 
building and tied twine to the top 
of the rod. When we need the 
eruv, we can simply stretch the 
twine across the parking lot to 
the churchôs awning and tie it 
there.  

We look forward to how this eruv 
will make it a bit easier to 
implement large events on 
Shabbat. 

Martin Cohn  

Presidentôs Message 

CAF£ TAMAR 2024 
Monday, May 27 at 6:30 PM 
Siegel JCC Auditorium 

Yachad, Lev el Lev (Together, Heart to Heart) 
 
You wonôt want to miss this 
poignant and uplifting musical 
program, appropriate for our time. 
 
Advance orders online at 
akse.wufoo.com/forms/caf®-tamar-
2024 or contact 302-762-2705 or 
office@AKSE.org 
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SEDER HOSPITALITY PROJECT 
 

Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
At the Seder table we open the Magid (the recitation) section of the 

Haggadah with the following declaration: 

˫ˏ˧ ˓˶ ˋ˴ ˏˬ ˋl  ˞˓̄ ˋ˶ ˒˞ ˋ˟  ˞˓ˮ˓˸ ˓s ˋ˟ ˒˞  ̐˪˓˩ˍ˞ ˧ ˏ̎  ˞˓˧ˋˮ˒̄ ˞˓ˬ ˋ˥ ˒˪ ˞˓s .˪˓̕ ˭˧ˏ˲ ˋ˩ ˏl ˧ː˸ ˧ː˧ 

˪˔˩˧ː˧ˋˣ ,˪˓̕ ̀˧ ˏ˶ ˋ˴ ˏl ˧ː˸ ˧ː˧ ˥˒˯ ˋ˲ ˏ˧ˋˣ .˞˓˩˓s  ˞ ˓̠ ˒̇ ˓s , ˞˓̄ ˋ˶ ˒˞ ˋ̌  ˢ˓˞ ˓̌ ˒s  ˢ˓ˮ ˓̅ ˋ˪

˪ː˞ ˓˶ ˋ̆ ˏ˧ ˋl .˧ ːl ˋ˟ ˒̄ ˞˓̠ ˒̇ ˓s ,˭˧ ˏ˶ ̡˥ ˧ːˮ ˋ̌  ˢ˓˞ ˓̌ ˒s  ˢ˓ˮ ˓̅ ˋ˪. 
 

This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is famished should 

come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and partake of the Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, 

next year we will be in the land of Israel; this year we are slaves, next year we will be free people. 
 

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik explains that Ha Lachma Anya is the renewal of a pledge of solidarity 

among the Jewish people - solidarity between individual and individual, and between the individual 

and the Jewish community as a whole. It is a proclamation that we are one people and that we are 

ready to help one another. 

 

We at AKSE are committed to help and support one another all year long and to assure that 

everyone has a place for the Seders. Therefore, we are reaching out to all our members and 

friends to please let us know if you would like to host a guest or guests at your Seder table 

this year or if you would like to be invited for one or both Seders. 

 

Please email our office at office@AKSE.org by noon Monday, April 8 with the following 

information: 

If youôre willing to host guests at your Seder 

Use ñOffering Seder Hospitalityò as subject header. Include 

a) how many guests you could accommodate and 

b) which Seder you could host, first, second or both 

If you would like to join a Seder 

Use ñSeeking Seder Hospitalityò as subject header. Include 

a) how many in your family would like to join a Seder 

b) which Seder you would like to join, first, second, or both 

c) any special needs, e.g., dietary or transportation 

 

The Hospitality Committee will work with hosts to match those wanting to join a Seder with those 

offering hospitality. 

 

Best wishes for a Frielichen un Kushern Pesach - a Happy and Kosher Pesach. Toda Raba, 
 

Rabbi Abe and the AKSE Hospitality Committee  

 

P.S. Please let us know if you would like to volunteer to be an active member on the AKSE 

Hospitality Committee. 

mailto:office@AKSE.org


                                                                            PAGE   4 APRIL,  2024 

 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR APRIL 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñMincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maõariv at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM; 
Mincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(4/6 at 7:15 PM; 4/13 at 7:15 PM; 4/20 at 7:30 PM,  
4/27 at 7:30 PM) 
 

 

Thursdays at 9 AM (4/4, 4/11, 4/18, 4/25)  
Shacharit with Torah reading  
 
See times for Passover services on page 1. 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 

Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building. 

 

SHABBAT TORAH 
READING SCHEDULE 

 

4/6 Partnership Minyan 
4/13 Cantor Redfern 
4/20 Cantor Redfern 
4/27 Rabbi Abe 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICEðRAIN OR SHINE!!! 

Here are the particulars: 
DATES: TuesdaysðApril 2, 9, 16  (Timeð3:30 PM) 
LOCATION: Siegel JCC GAMEESH ROOM or the adjacent courtyard (weather permitting).  

 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ROOM FOR SERVICES (see page 11) 
 

Just as in our own building, mask wearing is voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

 

CALLING ALL APRIL BIRTHDAYS!!! 
 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, April 6. All 
those with April birthdays will receive a special 
blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 

including ice cream and more. 

 

Join us for a  
Partnership Minyan 

 

Saturday, April 6 
at 9 AM 

 

Parshat SHEMINI 
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Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 

 
I would like to thank all of you who generously donated to the Purim IDF 
Campaign. With your help, we collected over two thousand dollars. The 
AKSE community, with the help of chayalelchayal.org, delivered 
more then 100 Mishloach Manot packages attached with personal 
notes to IDF soldiers fighting in Gaza and on the frontlines across Israel!!! 
  
As the Pesach holiday is approaching, I ask you to please show your solidarity for Israel by donating 
to our Pesach IDF Campaign. Your contribution will help bring Shemurah Matzah, food, etc., and 
most importantly the joy of the holiday to many of our IDF soldiers who are fighting to protect our 
people and our Holy Land. Please contact our office before April 18 at noon to confirm your 
donation.  
  
May the merit of the great Mitzvah of Tzedakah bring upon us an abundance of blessings for 
freedom, peace. and redemption. May all the hostages be reunited with their loved ones and may this 
war come to an end.  
  
Toda Raba V'Chag Kasher v'Sameach, 

 Rabbi Abe     

See photos below from Chayal el Chayal showing how 
we helped bring Purim joy to soldiers in Gaza. 
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Ml4 ¡DU4 q lqDU>Ɣ U[qB4h lv++4ll=vO 4 4Uq 

The wine tasting on Sunday, March 17 
was a great success. Thanks to all of you 
who helped out during the week and on 
Sunday. Thanks to Alan Goldberg for 
giving a great introductory talk on kosher 
wines and to DMV Distributors' 
representative Mike Plaisted. Thanks to all 
who helped out in the kitchen during the 
week and on Sunday. Thanks to all who 
helped with setup and cleanup on Sunday. 
Thanks to Fairfax Discount Liquors.  
 
Thanks, 

Amy Tursky  

 

qB UMl q[ T§ =[h
[h> UD¬DU>Ɓ Photo by Martin Cohn 

T h+B *h[v>Bq vl l[T4 ¡[U04h=vO 4 4Uql U0 Dq q[[M
+[U>h4> qD[U q[ T M4qB4T B ee4UƁ 

  

lÓ°»»°Ą ¼úíþþ æÅúÕ¼° ÁÕççÅúž 
A special thank you to Ariel's mother and Rabbi Abe's mother-in-law, Naomi Diamond, for her generous 
donation of cake and wine for our Shabbat Across America dinner! Thank you to the Cabellis for donating the 
centerpieces. 

A big Todah Rabah to everyone who helped before, during and after our Shabbat Across America dinner. The 
evening was lovely and well received by all who attended. From rolling matzah balls to set up, from heating up 
food to serving, from eruv to clean up, all of you made this lovely evening possible! 

What a great team!!! Rosanne Cabelli was a great help in preparing and helping for the dinner, as well as 
Harriet Ainbinder, Sheila Goldlust, Jonathan Jaffe & Cindy Goldstein, Rabbi Abe & Ariel Rabinovich, Judi & 
Max Rosenberg, Wendy & Phil Shlossman, Gail & Gene Tolpin, Amy & Steve Tursky, Kathleen Taylor and 
Mark Wagman. 

Thank you also to Alan Bleier, Martin Cohn, and Michael Cabelli for taking care of the eruv installation! 

  

eĉúÕæ lÅĉÁ°Óž 
A big thank you to Alan Goldberg and Mark Wagman for set up, to Rosanne Cabelli, Vivian Goldberg, and 
Dianne Seidel for kitchen prep, and to Dianne Seidel and Sylvia Wagman for Hamantash baking. 

A fun time was had by all at the Megillah reading and Seudah. Everyone enjoyed a meal of appetizers, deli, 
wine and beer, with homemade hamantaschen for dessert. Rabbi Abe and others offered some jokes, all 
participated in a game, and the event concluded with folk dancing (Thanks to Lorraine Cohn for bringing 
music). Rebbetzin Ariel Rabinovich won best costume; she came dressed as a boxed Barbie doll! 

As is always the case, in both events congregants stepped up without being asked to help. 

  

Sylvia Wagman  

qB UM §[v q[ l§O D=[h B4h
O4 04hlBDe [= *[qB 4 4UqlƁ 
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Photos by Sylvia and Mark Wagman 
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SPAGHETTI AND TALMUD -- Class taught by Rabbi Abe 
 

What do spaghetti and Talmud have in common? They are both 
long, entangled, and delicious. The Talmud is a collection of 
folklore, jokes, teachings, laws, sayings, wisdom, and practical (or not 
so practical) life advice deliberated by the ancient sages. Did you 
know that the first written reference to pasta comes from the Talmud? 
Join us in person or virtually via Zoom to find out. 
 

Our sources are selected texts from the Talmud. Recommend getting 
the book: A Bride for One Night: Talmud Tales by Ruth Calderon. 
 

Day and time: Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30 PM (except on Tuesdays of Board meetings or other 
AKSE events) 
 

April class dates: April 2, 16 
 

Lite dinner (pasta and salad) will be served. This class is open to all, but requires registration in 
advance. Please register by emailing the office at office@AKSE.org by Monday at noon before 
each class. Specify in-person or virtual attendance. If you expect to attend regularly, please 
inform the office so that you only need register once. 

For those attending in person, a $5 donation per class is requested to cover the cost of texts 
and food. Payment will be collected at the time of each class. 
 
Zoom registrants will receive an email with class materials and the Zoom link. The Zoom 
meeting begins at 6: 25 PM. 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is not 
meeting in April due to Passover and preparations for it. 
The next meeting with be Wednesday, May 15 at 4 PM. 

Tuesday, 4/9 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH NISSAN) 

Monday, 4/22 at 8 AMðShacharit followed by Siyum for the first born (EREV 
PESACH) with in-person service 

 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR APRIL 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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                       2 
 

Mincha at the JCC  
Gameesh Room 
Note New Location 
3:30 pm 
 
Spaghetti and 
Talmud Class 
6 pm 

                                     3           

 
 

 

                   4 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                 5 
 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 

In-person              6 
Shacharit 9 am 
PARTNERSHIP 
MINYAN 
 
 

BIRTHDAY 
KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:15 pm 
Havdallah 8:13 pm 
 

                 7               
 
 

                 8 
 
 

                  9 
ROSH CHODESH 
Zoom  8 am 
Shacharit/Hallel 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Gameesh Room 
3:30 pm 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors  
Meeting 7:30 pm 
 

                 10 
 

 
 
 

                           11 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 
 

                        12 
 

 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 
 
 
 

 

                        13 
In-person                
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
7:15 pm 
Havdallah 
8:21 pm 
 
 

               14 
 

                15 
 

 

                        16 
 

Mincha at the JCC  
Gameesh Room 
Note New Location 
3:30 pm 
 
Spaghetti and 
Talmud Class 
6 pm 
 

                 17 
 
 

 

                          18 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
Deadline for 
authorization for 
Sale of Chametz 

               19 
 
 
In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm  
 

                  20 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Maôariv  
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 
8:28 pm 
 
 
 

               21 
 
 
 
 
 
Search for 
Chametz 
after 8:29 pm 

               22 
EREV PESACH 
In-person and 
Zoom Shacharit 
+ Siyum  8 am 
 
Mincha 6 pm 
CL 7:30 pm 
FIRST 
SEDER 

                23 
1ST DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person  
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha 6 pm 
CL after 
8:32 pm 
SECOND 
SEDER 
 

                 24    
2ND DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
In-person 
 
Mincha 7:45 pm 
Havdallah 8:33 pm 

 

                           25 
CHOL HAMOED 
PESACH 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                            26 
CHOL 
HAMOED 
PESACH 
 

In-person 
Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm 
 

 

                            27 
CHOL HAMOED 
PESACH 
 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Maôariv  
7:30 pm 
Havdallah 8:36 pm 
 
 

               28 
 CHOL 
HAMOED 
PESACH 
   
Mincha 6:30 pm  
CL 7:36 pm                           

                29 
7TH DAY  
OF PESACH 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha 6:30 pm 
CL after 
8:39 pm 
 
 

                30 
8TH DAY OF 
PESACH 
In-person Shacharit 
9 am,Yizkor 10:45 am 
 
Mincha 7:45 pm 
Havdallah 8:40pm 
 
 

                    
 

 

     
     

3 NISSAN 2 NISSAN 

22 NISSAN 

27 ADAR II 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

19 NISSAN 17 NISSAN 

21 NISSAN 

14 NISSAN 

12 NISSAN   11 NISSAN 6 NISSAN 

 22 ADAR II 

8 NISSAN 10 NISSAN 9 NISSAN 7 NISSAN 

18 NISSAN 16 NISSAN 15 NISSAN 13 NISSAN 

28 ADAR II 

23 ADAR II 24 ADAR II 

5 NISSAN 

20 NISSAN 

25 ADAR II 

29 ADAR II 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

APRIL  5 

APRIL 12 

APRIL 19 

APRIL 26 

 

7:13 pm 

7:20 pm 

7:27 pm 

7:34 pm 

 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

 

Saturday 

Afternoon 
Mincha Havdallah 

 APRIL 6 

 APRIL 13 

 APRIL 20 

 APRIL 27 

  

7:15 pm 

7:15 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

 

8:13 pm 

8:21 pm   

8:28 pm 

8:36 pm 

 

4 NISSAN 1 NISSAN 

26 ADAR II 
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Sale of Chametz and Passover Appeal  
 

Maot Chitim (literally ñwheat moneyò) is an age-old Jewish obligation to contribute charity to 
help those in need to celebrate the holiday of Pesach with dignity and joy. (See Rema, Orach 
Chayim, 429:1) The Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund is an important vehicle for tzedakah within AKSE. 
Contributions made as part of this Passover appeal will be distributed from the Rabbiôs Discretionary 
Fund to worthwhile charitable organizations and individuals who find themselves in need.  

 
Please consider contributing in this way when selling Chametz this year. Make out your 

check to AKSE, including the words ñfor Maot Chitimò in the memo line. We will collect all the 
funds contributed and forward them to appropriate charities and those in need.  
 
Best wishes for a Frielichen un Kusheren Pesach - Happy and Kosher Pesach.       

Rabbi Abe  

 

 
Authorization for the Sale of Chametz 5784 

 
Before Pesach it is a requirement to eliminate all Chametz, leavened bread or any food 

products that contain any Chametz (e.g., liquors, mixtures, etc.) from our possession. Halacha does 
allow for Chametz to be sold to a non-Jew when elimination is not an easy option. Therefore, Rabbi 
Abe will be selling Chametz on Monday morning, April 22 at approximately 11:00 a.m. and will buy it 
back on Tuesday evening, April 30 at approximately 9:00 p.m. Please fill out the form below and 
return the completed form by Thursday, April 18, 2024, either 1) in person to AKSE office, 2) by 
mail to 2412 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19806, 3) by scanning and emailing to 
office@AKSE.org, or 4) by photographing with your smartphone and emailing to office@AKSE.org. If 
it is past the April 18 deadline, please contact Rabbi Abe at RabbiAbe@AKSE.org for instructions. 

I, (we)______________________________________________________, do hereby 
authorize Rabbi Abraham L. Rabinovich, Spiritual Leader of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, to sell, 
transfer, and assign all CHAMETZ of whatever kind or nature which I (we) possess or in which I (we) 
may have an interest  wherever  situated   

 

at  the  following  residence: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

or   place  of  business: _______________________________________________________________ 

or any place, without reservation and limitation.  I (we) understand that, at the time the Chametz is 
sold, it will cease to be my property unless and until the Chametz is bought back after Pesach and 
that the buyer has the right to take the Chametz which is sold.  

 
In witness thereof, I (we) have hereunto set my hand (our hands) and seal this_________ day 

of___________________, 2024. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE(S) 
 
Please note: Any Jewish adult may be the signatory in representing their entire household in the sale 
of Chametz. However, it is preferable that all adults of the household sign it as well.  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
mailto:office@AKSE.org
mailto:RabbiAbe@AKSE.org
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NEW ROOM FOR OUR IN-PERSON MINCHA SERVICE 

SIEGEL JCC - THE GAMEESH ROOM 

Tuesdays at 3:30 PM 
 
PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE MEETING IN A NEW ROOM ï THE GAMEESH ROOM! This room is opposite the 
window overlooking the gym. Upon entering the JCC, turn right after the reception desk and go down the 
hall until you reach the opening on the left. The Gameesh Room is the first one on the left. 
 
 

 

Dear Congregants: 
 
On Thursday, March 14, AKSE congregants, clergy, and staff received Entry Point Training provided 
by Community Security Service (CSS; https://thecss.org), an apolitical national organization, based in 
New York City. CSS provided this no-cost training to help us in identifying and preventing antisemitic 
threats and incidents. 

This one-hour training was held online with a live CSS-affiliated facilitator. Topics included: 
- Identifying security threats 
- Recognizing suspicious activity 
- The importance of volunteer security 
- Reducing and responding to threats to our synagogue 
- How to volunteer to protect our community 

On behalf of the Security Committee, I thank the nearly 40 individuals who participated. It is 
reassuring that each of you understands and appreciates that our collective security depends upon 
each attendee at services, classes, and other events to remain vigilant and knowledgeable about 
how to proceed in the event of a suspected security threat. 

I received formal and informal feedback from many attendees. The consensus is that this training 
was welcomed and valued. 

For the few individuals who registered but were not able to attend part or all of the session, I will be in 
contact with you about arrangements for CSS to include you in a future session with another 
synagogue. 

Shalom, 

 Alan Bleier  

Chair, Security Committee 

Security Update 
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Cantor Redfernôs Eretz Yisrael Trip 
February 25 through March 6, 2024 

 
I won a raffle last May from The Torah School, a Jewish day school in Silver Spring, MD. The prize 
included two airline tickets to Israel and extra cash. The trip was postponed from October 23 because of 
the October 7 massacre. 
 
I was accompanied by my son, Baruch Redfern, who lives in Chicago with his wife Chumie. Twenty 
years ago he studied Torah in Israel for a year when he was a student at Yeshiva University.  
 
I left from AKSE to Newark Liberty International Airport with Amtrak and met Baruch there. We had a 
great time on the El Al flight with high school students from a Jewish day school in Toronto.  
 
Days 1 and 2 
We rented a car at the airport and made the not so easy drive to Jerusalem. The first site we visited was 
the Kotel Hamaôaravi (the Western Wall of the Second Bait Hamikdash). We checked into the Dan 
Boutique Hotel on Derech Chevron, an excellent location close to the Old City. Many of the hotel clients 
were evacuees from northern Israel. 
 
Day 3 
We walked to Shacharit services at a synagogue near the Inbal Hotel, shopped for food and exchanged 
money at Macolet (Israelôs 7-11), and heard a Shiur (rabbinic discussion) on the Parsha Ki Tisa from 
Rabbi David Kaplan of Or Sameach Yeshiva. The Yeshiva is very close to the Old City and to the new 
light rail in Jerusalem. I chanted some of the prayers at Rabbi Kaplanôs wedding about 40 years ago 
when I was the Cantor in a synagogue in Columbus, OH. 
 
In the late afternoon we visited the grave of Baruchôs wifeôs grandfather, Moses Menora, of blessed 
memory. It is in the largest cemetery around Jerusalem, Har HaMenuchot, literally "Mount of Those who 
are Resting," also known as Givat Shaul Cemetery. It took a long time to find his grave; Baruch finally 
found it. He was a great leader of Tzedaka in Chicago Jewry for many years. We had dinner in a 
restaurant near Ben Yehuda Street in Jerusalem. 
  
Day 4 
We visited the very interesting Hebrew Music Museum in downtown Jerusalem. Beautiful exhibits of 
instrumentsðpercussion, brass and stringsðfrom different historical periods and diasporas, including 
the time of the Beit Hamikdosh. We each bought a new Tallit in a store in Mea Shôearim. We had 
schnitzel (grilled chicken) in a pita and chips near the open food market Machane Yehuda. 
 
We heard our good friend Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz of the Or Sameach Yeshiva lead a question-and-
answer session with Yeshiva students. There were some very difficult questions concerning Jewish 
philosophy and the Israel Hamas War. 
 
Day 5 
In the afternoon I prayed at the Kotel and bought a few gifts for Roberta at the Shuk. There was a 
special program for the IDF at the Kotel. I took a selfie with two soldiers in the Jewish Shuk.   
 
Day 6 
After morning prayers, I took a bus and light rail to Shuk Machane Yehuda, a vibrant marketplace along 
Jaffa Street. I bought wine and nuts at stores there. 
 
For Shabbat dinner, I visited a close friend, Yôchiel, and his wife, Rivkah, who live in the Rechavia 
neighborhood. I walked approx. 45 minutes back to my hotel. I walked many miles during my trip. 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Day 7 (Shabbat) 
I joined my friends again for Shabbat services, lunch, Seudah Shlishit, and Havdalah. In Orthodox 
synagogues in Israel, the Kohanim chant the Birkat Kohanim every day. After Shabbat, I drove back to 
the hotel; some major roads were closed because of anti-government demonstrations. 
 
Day 8 
I volunteered along with about 50 other adults making 2000 sandwiches for Israeli children who have 
been impacted by the war. I used a blunt knife to cut hot dog rolls.  
 
While utilizing the washer and dryer on a magnificent balcony at the hotel, I chatted with several 
evacuees from northern Israel who are staying in the hotel, sponsored by the government. 
 
Day 9 
Today was my last opportunity to see other parts of Israel. I took Egged buses from Jerusalem to Haifa 
and Haifa to Tzfat. The highlight of my two-hour visit was the old cemetery, where I saw the graves of 
three of our holiest Rabbis from the Kabbalah: Rabbi Isaac Luria, Rabbi Moshe Cordovero, and Rabbi 
Shlomo Alkabetz. Following my walk to and from the cemetery, I got on a bus back to Haifa and then a 
new train to Netanya. There I had dinner at a kosher dairy restaurant with my good friends Ozer and 
Miriam Feigelman. Capping off a long 15-hour day, I took another train back to Jerusalem. 
 
Day 10 
I spent this last day of my trip with my wifeôs teacher of Hebrew, Esther Dziadek, who made Aliyah just 
last year. She has a wonderful apartment in central Jerusalem, not far from my hotel. In the evening, I 
drove back to Ben Gurion Airport for my midnight flight on El Al back to the U.S. 
 
Day 11 
Following a great breakfast on the plane, we landed at 5 a.m. in Newark. I arrived home at around 1:30 
p.m., taking Amtrak back to the BWI airport rail station, where my Eyshet Chayil, Roberta, picked me 
up. I was definitely jet lagged, sleeping very well that night. 
 
I highly recommend the Dan Boutique Hotel. It has a great location, and an accommodating staff. 
 
During my trip, when I saw Israeli soldiers on a bus or train, I told them that many thousands of Jews 
and non-Jews in America are with them and their mission and praying for them. 
 

Cantor Redfern  

(Continued from page 12) 
 

Grave of Rabbi Shlomo 
Alkabetz in Old Cemetery 

in Tzfat 
Selfie with Israeli Soldiers in 
the Shuk in the Old City 

Cantor Redfern with son Baruch 
at Hebrew Music Museum 
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GOOD DEEDS DAY 

Sunday, April 14 

Date: April 14, 2024 
Time: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Place: Siegel JCC 
101 Garden of Eden Road 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
Contact: Anna Saul 
Phone: 302-478-5660 
Email: annasaul@siegeljcc.org 

Join us to #DoGood!  
Good Deeds Day is a global movement of people who are dedicated to doing good. Each year, 
millions of people and thousands of organizations from 110 countries unite annually to volunteer. 

What we'll be doing on Good Deeds Day: 

¶ Collecting new and gently used shoes to be donated to those in need 

Please bring your new or gently used shoes (menôs, womens, kids, dress, sneakers, etc.) to donate to those in need 

at Homeless shelters, veteranôs homes, womens shelters, and communities in need. There will be a shoe collection 

bin on site. 

¶ Learning about organ and tissue donation, and updating driverôs license to designate to be an organ donor 

Gift of Life will be on hand to answer any questions you may have, and to increase the national registry for organ and 

tissue donation. 

¶ Free Opioid Rescue Kits with Narcan nasal spay 

Delaware Health & Social Services ï Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health will provide free opioid rescue 

kits and training (approx. 3 minutes) on the administration of nasal spray Narcan. 

¶ Packing meal kits for the Ronald McDonald House of Delaware 

Sign up to donate items for the meal kits. Sign up to pack meal kits (this is a family-friendly activity!). 

¶ Playing #MitzvahPickleball to raise scholarship funds for the 2024 Mini & Jr Maccabi Games 

Sign up to play and make your donation  (a minimum donation of $25 is required to play in open pickup games 

between 11 AM and 2 PM on Good Deeds Day). 

¶ Seeing if we're eligible to provide a life-saving donation to Be the Match 

Sign up to volunteer to swab potential donors to see if they're eligible to donate marrow or blood stem cells. 

Sign up to be swabbed to see if you can be a donor. 

¶ Completing trail maintenance and outdoor campus prep for summer 

       Sign up to help. 

¶ Talking about mental health with our friends from atTAcK addiction 

A representative of the organization will be onsite sharing resources and opportunities to get involved. 

¶ Learning how to perform hands-only CPR 

Instructors will be onsite to teach this easy-to-learn first aid technique that helps keep victims of a sudden cardiac 

arrest (SCA) or other medical emergencies alive until medical professionals can take over.  

Three 30-minute training sessions are available. Sign up to learn. 

javascript:void(0);
https://rmhcdelaware.org/
https://bethematch.org/
https://www.attackaddiction.org/
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 MAZEL TOV 
 

Martin & Lorraine Cohn on your 40th 
Anniversary: Vivian & Alan Goldberg 
Ann Jaffe on your Birthday: Kathleen Taylor 
Rabbi Abe on your Birthday:  
The Griff- Cabelli Family 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

 
Ed Simon: Sylvia & Mark Wagman 

 
YAHRZEIT 

 
Art Moss: The Moss Family 
Robert Levine: Sally Levine 
Lillian Greenwald: Irene & Richard Plotzker 
Rose Shapiro: Bella Granite 
David Freschman: Kathleen Taylor 
Edna Greenberg: Lolly Gross 
Harry Gross: Kevin Gross 
Rhea Cooper Tannen, Mother & 
Grandmother:   
Judi & Max Rosenberg & Family 
Molly Miller: Bobby Miller 
Minnie Berlin: Howard Berlin 
 
 

 
REFUAH SHLAIMAH 

(Get Well) 
 

Hal Pezzner: Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OTHER 

 
Ehyal Shweiki:  
Donation to Emmanuel Dining Room 
Alan Bleier: Donation to Education Fund in 
appreciation of the Winter Film Festival 
Art Cohen: In appreciation of Cantor Redfern 
Marty Zukoff: Kiddush Fund 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

             
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received in February, 2024  

       

 
General Donation 

 

 
Sandye & Gerald 
Turnauer 

 

Yahrzeit of  
 

Louis Stromwasser 

 
Howard Stromwasser 

Yahrzeits of  
 

 Eleanor Kursh &  
Minna Wasserman 

 
Debra Kursh & Marissa, Josh, 
Gray, & Brooks Cohen 

In Honor of  
 

Shirley Fischôs Birthday 

 
    Kathleen Taylor 

 

 

General Donation 
 
 

John Carew 

Yahrzeit of  
 

Margie Bleier 

 
  Alan Bleier 
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April 
Birthdays 

1 

3 

7 

9 

12 

13 

18 

19 

21 

23 

27 

30 

Sandye Turnauer 

Sheila Berman 

Judy Berlin 

Barbara Schoenberg 

Richard Plotzker 

Mark Wagman 

Ronald Makar 

Eleanor Weinglass 

Gail Weinberg 

Brian Gottesman 

Rhonda Lehr 

Jonathan Hoffman 

Special 
Birthdays 

  
  22  Julie Pezzner 

Mazal Tov 

ǒ  Debbie and Mel Zussman on 
their grandson Asher becoming 
a Bar Mitzvah. 

 
Speedy  
Recovery 

Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes and 
prayers for a complete recovery to: 
 

Cynthia Kauffman 
Rhonda Lehr 
Bobby Miller 
Hal Pezzner 
Joel Roisman 

 
May the Lord our G-d send a perfect 
healing from heaven to all his sick 
children. Amen. 

April 
Anniversaries 

14 Amy & Michael Leviton 

 Special Anniversaries 

All anniversaries are special 

FINAL FIGURES FROM 
LOADING OF SHOES ONTO 
TRUCK ON FEBRUARY 22:  
 
Number of bags: 170 
Number of Shoes: 4,250 
Weight: 4,386 pounds 
Pounds of CO2 Displaced:  
7,000 (estimate) 
Gallons of Water Saved:  
1.8 million (estimate) 
FUNDS RAISED:  $ 2,193.00 
 
GREAT JOB! Thanks to all who  
helped. We already have another 
65 bags full, only 100 more bags 
to fill until it's time to get the truck 
back for another round of 
loadingðstay in shape. 
 

Brad Glazier  

Thank you and Yasherkoach to Dianne Seidel for spearheading the 
project to support Leket Israel on Purim. 

  

Dianne handwrote Purim Leket greetings to every AKSE member! 


