
                                                                            PAGE   1 JANUARY,  2024 

 

 
Vol. XLVI No. 5                                  THE NEWS OF DELAWARE’S                           JANUARY 2024  

FIRST CONGREGATION                        

AKSE WINTER FILM FEST 2024 BEGINS 
 

WATCH THE DOCUMENTARY FILM “CARL LAEMMLE” 
Discover the extraordinary life story of Carl Laemmle, the 

German-Jewish immigrant who founded Universal Pictures 
and saved over 300 Jewish families from Nazi Germany. 

 

 AND THEN JOIN A DISCUSSION OF THE FILM 
Online Viewing Window January 13-16 

Discussion January 16 at 7 PM 
 

See page 5 for details. 

TREES AND TALMUD 
Wednesday, January 24 at 6 PM 

 
Let’s celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the New Year of the Trees 

 
with some Talmud study over sangria, mocktails,  

and some sweet and savory fruit bits. 
 

Cost $10/person. Registration with payment required by 
Thursday, January 18 at noon. Register by check to 

AKSE office, or online with link to be provided in 
upcoming email blast. 

 
Study session will also be available by Zoom. Register at 

office@AKSE.org to receive class materials and link. 

HAPPY SECULAR NEW YEAR! 
What are your New Year’s Resolutions? 
(See Rabbi Abe’s message on page 3) 
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AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Abraham L. Rabinovich, Rabbi 
Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Dianne & Jeff Seidel, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Open, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Karen Moss, Secretary 

 

Alan Bleier 
 

Men’s Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 

Amy Tursky 
 

Librarian & Events Chairperson 
 
 

STAFF 
Kathleen Taylor, Office Administrator 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe – Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 
 
Dear Congregants: 

On Shabbat, December 16, four Israelis 

visited Wilmington to share their 
experiences in the October 7 attacks. One 
of them spoke at AKSE at the end of our 
service. In preparation for this visit, I 

located and installed our American and Israeli flags, which 

now include an eagle topper for the American flag and a 
Magen David topper for the Israeli flag. These flags will 
remain permanently in our Chapel, completing the 
synagogue décor. 

Martin Cohn 

President’s Message 

 
January 20   Harriet Ainbinder 

 
February 25   Kevin Rudolph 

Upcoming Speakers 
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What Are Your New Year’s Resolutions? 
 
Dear AKSE Members and Friends,  

We humans are bound to the cycle of time. We orchestrate our (religious and 
non-religious) lives surrounding birthdays, anniversaries, and the 
commemoration of special historical occasions. We designate sacred marks in 
our calendar to rekindle memories of historical and miraculous events of the 
past. Passover is a time to celebrate our Jewish freedom, on Shavuot we 
celebrate the receiving of the Torah, and on Rosh Hashanah we immerse 
ourselves in prayer and repentance for the hopes of a better year ahead. How about the secular New 
Year: would it be appropriate for us Jews to partake in its celebrations?  

The Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 1:1) tells us that there are four New Years in the Hebrew calendar; 1) 
On the first of Nisan is the New Year for kings, 2) On the first of Elul is the New Year for animal 
tithes, 3) On the first of Tishrei is the New Year for [counting] years, for Sabbatical Years and 
Jubilee Years, for planting [and for tithing] vegetables, and 4) On the first of Shevat is the New Year 
for the trees in accordance with the statement of Beit Shammai. Beit Hillel says: [The New Year for 
trees is] on the fifteenth of Shevat. (This year Tu B’Shevat is on Wednesday after sunset until 
Thursday evening, Jan. 24-25.) 

Hasidim, however, have added additional New Years to their Hebrew calendar. Although the secular 
New Year celebrates the goyishe, Gregorian calendar, for most Americans it does not represent any 
anti-Jewish motives like Christmas. Therefore, some rabbinic authorities have adopted a more lenient 
approach to allow Jews to celebrate the secular New Year (See Iggerot Moshe, by Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein OBM, Even Haezer 2:13). Many Hasidic Masters like Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Berdichev 
(1740–1809) and the Apter Rav (1748-1825), author of Ohev Yisrael and grandfather of Rabbi 
Abraham Kyushu Heschel, would wish a happy new year and bless the Jewish people on January 
First. (https://shulchanaruchharav.com/halacha/new-years-wishes-and-celebrations/).  

Let me be very clear: I am not advocating for us to celebrate the secular new year, but I would also 
not hesitate to encourage you to make good New Year’s resolutions. We certainly should not ignore 
the positive fact that the beginning of the secular calendar may present new opportunities for growth 
and positive change. After all, it is the Minhag HaMakom to make good resolutions in conjunction 
with the secular New Year.  

Personally, my resolution for the New Year 2024 (besides losing some weight) is to review the 24 
books of the Tanakh and rejoin the Hidon Hatanakh Haolami/The International Bible Quiz for 
Adults. I hope that the sacred study of the Torah will bring us more protection and blessings in these 
dark times. 

Ariel and I would like to wish all our AKSE Mishpoche a happy New Year. May you all have a 
wonderful year ahead, a year filled with positive resolutions and new beginnings. Our biggest wish 
for the year ahead is that there be peace in our Holy Land Israel and the entire world. Amen! 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Abe 
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JANUARY 
 

Shabbat Services—every Shabbat 
Friday—Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv at 6 PM 
Saturday—Shacharit at 9 AM; Mincha at 
approximately 12:40 PM, immediately after Kiddush. 
 

(Please note that, for January, we will continue the 
approach of Mincha immediately after Shabbat morning 
Kiddush. The “experiment” was a success in December, 
with a minyan every Shabbat for Mincha. There will be no 
Ma’ariv and Havdalah Saturday night.) 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (1/4, 1/11, 1/18, 1/25)  
Shacharit with Torah reading (Please note that 1/11 is Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat, and 1/25 is Tu B’Shevat.) 
 
Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
 

Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building. 

 

SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE  
 

1/6 Neil Lattin 
1/13 Cantor Redfern 
1/20 Rabbi Abe 
1/27 Cantor Redfern 

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE—RAIN OR SHINE!!! 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: Tuesdays—January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  (Time—3:30 PM) 
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Kehillah Lounge or the adjacent courtyard (weather permitting).  
 

Just as in our own building, mask wearing is voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

 

CALLING ALL JANUARY BIRTHDAYS!!! 
 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, January 6. All 
those with January birthdays will receive a special 

blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush, 
including ice cream and more. 
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AKSE Winter Film Fest 2024 
Sponsored by the Education Committee 

 

The films are free to members of the AKSE community.   
Access information will be emailed the week before the viewing window begins. 

 

January  13-16 — Carl Laemmle 

 
 

A Film by James L. Freedman 
USA, 2019, Documentary, English, 91 Minutes  
 

February 17-20 — Tiger Within 

 
Directed by Rafal Zielinksi 
Written by Gina Wendkos (The Princess Diaries, Coyote Ugly), United States, 2023, Drama, English, 98 minutes 
 

March 16-19 — Streit’s: Matzo and the American Dream 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover the extraordinary life story of Carl Laemmle, 
the German-Jewish immigrant who founded Universal 
Pictures and saved over 300 Jewish families from Nazi 
Germany. 
 

Viewing window Saturday 1/13 after Shabbat 
to Tuesday 1/16 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 1/16 at 7 PM 
Discussion Leaders: Barry and Annie Solan 

A story featuring an unlikely friendship between a 
homeless teen and a Holocaust survivor, sparking 
larger questions of fear, forgiveness, healing, and 
world peace. Starring Ed Asner, winner of multiple 
Emmy Awards, in his final performance. 

 

Viewing window Saturday 2/17 after Shabbat 
to Tuesday 2/20 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 2/20 at 7 PM 
Discussion leader: TBA 

For more than 90 years, the Streit’s matzo factory sat in 
a low-slung tenement building on Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side. While other matzo companies modernized, 
Streit’s remained a piece of living history, churning out 
40 percent of the nation’s unleavened bread on pre-War 
machinery as old as the factory itself. In a neighborhood 
where the Jewish immigrants long ago moved on, in a 
nation where progress and profits trump all else, where 
manufacturing has left the cities if not the country, 
where family businesses are bought out by giant 
corporations and workers move from job to low paying 
job, filmmaker Michael Levine captures the Streit’s saga 
and echoes the American Dream. 
 

Viewing window Saturday 3/16 after Shabbat 
to Tuesday 3/19 at 6 PM 
Discussion Tuesday 3/19 at 7 PM 
Discussion Leader: Richard Plotzker 

Directed by Michael Levine 
USA, 2016 
English 
Documentary 
83 minutes 
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SPAGHETTI AND TALMUD -- Class taught by Rabbi Abe 
 

What do spaghetti and Talmud have in common? They are both 
long, entangled, and delicious. The Talmud is a collection of 
folklore, jokes, teachings, laws, sayings, wisdom, and practical (or not 
so practical) life advice deliberated by the ancient sages. Did you 
know that the first written reference to pasta comes from the Talmud? 
Join us in person or virtually via Zoom to find out. 
 

Our sources are selected texts from the Talmud. 
Recommend getting the book: A Bride for One Night: Talmud 
Tales by Ruth Calderon. 
 

Day and time: Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30 PM (except on Tuesdays of Board meetings or Film 
Festival discussion) 
 

January class dates: January 30 (Also, see special program “Trees and Talmud” scheduled 
for Tu B’Shevat, Wednesday evening, January 24—details on page 1) 
 

Lite dinner (pasta and salad) will be served. This class is open to all, but requires registration in 
advance. Please register by emailing the office at office@AKSE.org by Monday at noon before 
each class. Specify in-person or virtual attendance. If you expect to attend regularly, please 
inform the office so that you only need register once. 

For those attending in person, a $5 donation per class is requested to cover the cost of texts 
and food. Payment will be collected at the time of each class. 
 
Zoom registrants will receive an email with class materials and the Zoom link. 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is meeting 
monthly. Please join us on Wednesday, January 10 at 4 
PM  for  Hebrew  speaking/reading/understanding sessions. 
The members are at different levels of Hebrew ability, and 
we help each other. New people are welcome. L'hitraot!  
Use the AKSE Zoom link (see below). 

Wednesday, 1/10 at 4 PM—Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club) 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENT FOR JANUARY 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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Havdallah 
(at home) 
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12:40 pm 

12:40 pm 

12:40 pm 
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5:44 pm   

5:51 pm 

5:59 pm 

21 SHEVAT 

22 TEVET 24 TEVET 23 TEVET 

In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6 pm  

21 TEVET 
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THANK YOU TO THE EMMANUEL DINING ROOM TEAM! 
Volunteers Needed January 5 

 
On Thursday, December 7, we provided another nutritious meal at Emmanuel Dining Room East in 
Wilmington, feeding over 130 needy individuals. We provided a tossed green salad, along with our 
lasagna and home-baked desserts.  
 
It takes a village to make an undertaking like this successful. We thank our talented lasagna chefs: 
Michelle Glazier, Karen Moss, Wendy Shlossman and Sylvia Wagman. We also extend appreciation 
to our wonderful bakers: Harriet Ainbinder, Rosanne Cabelli, Lorraine Cohn, Vivian Goldberg, Meryl 
Kauffman, Richard Plotzker, Barbara Roisman, Judi Rosenberg, Dianne Seidel and Sylvia Wagman. 
Thanks also go out to all of the generous congregants who helped to underwrite the purchase of 
ingredients, as well as to Kathleen Taylor for efficiently keeping track of our income and expenses. 
  
We will need bakers and financial contributions for our final January date. Please contact Wendy 
Shlossman (302-479-5599 or pshlossman@comcast.net) or Karen Moss (302-478-4991 or 
hamorahkeren96@gmail.com) EDR Co-chairs, to volunteer. (Baked goods for our next meal may 
be dropped off on Thursday, January 4 or Friday morning, January 5 by prior arrangement.) 

Todah Rabah to all our members who have answered the call and volunteered 
to help with one or more Shabbat Kiddushim: 
  
Lorraine Cohn                                             Lidia Ini                                        Judi Rosenberg 
Rosanne Cabelli                                        Eric Levin                                     Wendy Shlossman 
Vivian Goldberg                                         Karen Moss                                  Gene Tolpin 
  
Make a New Year's resolution to join them!! Email Sylvia Wagman at srwag8@comcast.net 
to sign up for a Shabbat in January and/or February. 
  
Thank you!! 

Judy Berlin, Dianne Seidel, & Sylvia Wagman 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  
Thank you to the following for their donations 
to our Chanukah celebration: 
  
The Seidel Family for an electric fry pan 
The Wagman Family for sufganiyot (donuts) 

mailto:pshlossman@comcast.net
mailto:hamorahkeren96@gmail.com
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January 
Birthdays 

4 
 

13 
14 
15 
17 
 

22 
31 

Barbara Roisman 
Jeffrey Seidel   
Jim Lehr 
Ruth Jarin 
Paula Kralovec 
Kerry Shweiki 
Julius Berman 
Helaine Gordon 
David Epstein 
Geri Brosbe 
Rhonda Shulman 

Special 
Birthdays 

 14    Lidia Ini 
 16    Joel Roisman 
 24    Cindy Weiner 

Condolences to 
 

Wendy and Phil Shlossman 
and family 

 

upon the passing of 
Wendy’s nephew 
Moshe Benjamin 

 
 

May the Lord comfort the 
families among the mourners of 

Zion and Jerusalem and may 
they know of sorrow no more. 

Amen. 

New AKSE Website Sneak Peek (Soon to Go Live!) 
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 MAZEL TOV 

 
Karen Moss on the birth of your 
granddaughter: Amy & Michael Leviton  
Lorraine & Martin Cohn on your 
anniversary: Nancy & Paul Schragger; 
Kathleen Taylor; Marty & Ed Zukoff; Lidia & 
Avi Ini; Sylvia & Mark Wagman; Judi & Max 
Rosenberg; Judy & Howard Berlin; Debby & 
Howard Stromwasser; Harriet Ainbinder  
Dianne Seidel on your Birthday:  
Kathleen Taylor  
Barbara & Neal Cohn on your anniversary:  
Amy & Michael Leviton 
Dianne & Jeff Seidel on your anniversary:  
Lidia & Avi Ini; Judy & Howard Berlin 
Deb Zussman on your Birthday:   
Amy & Michael Leviton; Judy & Howard Berlin 
Peter Kopolovic on your Birthday:  
Lidia & Avi Ini  
Bobby Miller on your Birthday: Judy & 
Howard Berlin 
Michael & Rosanne Cabelli on your 
granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah:  
Rabbi Abe & Ariel 
Mel & Deb Zussman, in celebration of the 
new Torah dedication by Ben & Amanda in 
your honor: Rabbi Abe & Ariel 

 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Ahron Augenbraun: Kathleen Taylor; 
Rhonda & Jim Lehr; Vivian & Alan Goldberg; 
Judy & Howard Berlin; Harriet Ainbinder 

Ruth Seidel: The Brodskys; Rhonda & Jim 
Lehr; Vivian & Alan Goldberg; Eileen Cohen; 
The Cabelli Family; Sheila & Perry Goldlust; 
Judi & Max Rosenberg; Harriet Ainbinder; 
Sylvia & Mark Wagman 

 

 
YAHRZEIT 

 
Marion Brenner, Mother: Joy Davis 
Sophie Kessel Jacobs: Harriet Jacobs 
Anna Jean Hirshout: Elaine Pratta 
Irving Weiss: Jan & Michael Weiss 
Marilyn Brown: Rhonda & Jim Lehr 
Lorraine Goldman, Mother:  
Harriet Ainbinder 
Ray Freschman: Kathleen Taylor 
Amelia Glazier: Bradford, Michelle &  
Jenna Glazier 
Samuel Wasserman: Sharon Berry 
Mark Sobel: Evelyn J. Haber 
Alfred D. Miller: Bobby Miller & Family 
Samuel Tolpin: Eugene Tolpin 
Morris Goldstein: Lawrence Goldstein 

 
 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

Judy Berlin: Marty & Ed Zukoff 

 
 
 

OTHER 
 

Cindy Goldstein & Jonathan Jaffe: 
Donation to EDR Fund 
Amy & Steve Tursky:  
Donation to EDR Fund 
Rabbi Abe & Ariel: In Appreciation of Sylvia 
Wagman & Dianne Seidel for their dedication 
and hard work to create a beautiful welcome 
dinner for us. 
 

 
 
 
  

Received in November,  2023  

     

In memory of  
 

Ahron Augenbraun 

 
Alan Bleier 

       

 
General Donation 

 
 

Sandye & Gerald 
Turnauer 

 

Mazel To  
 

Lorraine & Martin Cohn 
on your anniversary 

 
Gail & Eugene Tolpin 

 

 

General Donation 
 
 

John Carew 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth is an affiliate of the Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History Museum Store in Philadelphia. With this program, you 
can support both AKSE and the Weitzman Museum with every purchase 
online or at their physical museum store. Choose from a large inventory of quality 
merchandise for all your Judaica and gift needs. 
 
This QR code will take you to the museum store website, and purchases will be 
credited to AKSE, as indicated by the banner across the top of the webpage.  
AKSE email newsletters will include the link to the website as well. 

SHOP FOR JUDAICA AND GIFTS AND SUPPORT AKSE 
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 JANUARY YAHRZEITS  
ju 
 

        20 
     Sarah Brodecki 
     Theodore Kaye 
      Isaac Meritz 

      Rabbi David Panitz 
      Rafael Perel 

      Pauline Tenenbaum 
       21 

       Sol Fink 
      Louis Sikora 
      Henry Taub 

       22 
      Rebecca Segal 

       23 
      Mark Cheitlin 
      Edward Engel 

     Dora Smith 
      24 

     Ester Kopolovic 
      25 

     Nettie Esbitt 
     Harry Friedman 
    Ignac Moskovic 

    Ida Simon 
      26 

     Bernard Jacobs 
      Katherine Walles 

        Benjamin Robert Zukoff 
      28 

     Jacob Weinstein 
      29 

    Jack Lieblein 
    Ruth Moss 

     Minna Wasserman 
     30 

     Rose Lerner 
     Tatyana Pyanina 

 
 

1 
Max Brandt 

Irving Chernekoff 
Zelda Closic Davis 

Hyman Dicken 
Louis Sitkoff 

2 
Lola Ashkanasi 
Gilbert Kozak 
Sarah Reichlin 

3 
Paula Mattes Haynes 

David Spiller 
4 

Minnie Director 
5 

Benjamin Chanin 
Patricia Jaffe 

Alan Schoenberg 
6 

Jacob Jacobs 
Nora Taub 

7 
Jerry Gosler 

Selma Mersky 
Seymour Sands 

8 
Mayer Bleiberg 

Beatrice Goldberg 
Sarah Kates 

9 
Gerald Cohn 

Nathan Meritz 
10 

Abraham Aaron 
Sheila Bernstein 

 

11 
Sam Kesselman 
Diane Schenk 

Phyllis Winokur 
12 

Solomon Kopolovic 
13 

Anna Hinden Berger 
Dezmon Faulkenstein 

Hy Hochheiser 
David Weinstock 

14 
Benjamin Gross 
Bernard Heiman 
Albertyna Kallir 
Minnie Kaufman 

15 
Belle Feibus 

Rebecca Bettye Ufberg 
16 

Lillian Francis Aaron 
Jennie Cutler 

Theodore Sheckman 
17 

Nathan Cutler 
Sam Kagel 

Maurice Weinberg 
18 

Frances Axler 
Jacob Braverman 
Florence Bronfin 

Victor Cabelli 
Nellie Gold 

Morris Harwitz 
Isadore Shattuck 

19 
Leo Brenner 

Ethel Concors 
 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Our Office Manager, 
Kathleen Taylor, is 
available during the hours 
of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday to Thursday 
(except holidays). 
 
Contact her by emailing 
office@AKSE.org or 
bookkeeper@AKSE.org 
or calling the office 
phone number  
302-762-2705. 

SCHOENBERG 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

 
 

In the hallowed tradition 
of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting with 
reverence for customs 

and observances in  
strict accord with  

family values. 
 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike   
302-762-0334 
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DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY SHOFAR   

IS JANUARY 21, 2024 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the 

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or 

mail, fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

  
Please note that improvements are 

underway on our website 
  

www.AKSE.org 

 

 Thank you for your patience 
during this process. 

 
Our email newsletters will 
continue to provide useful 

information on a regular basis. 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE 
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO EXTRA COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT AKSE 
OFFICE AT 302-762-2705 
OR OFFICE@AKSE.ORG 
FOR DETAILS. 
 

http://www.akse.org

