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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Dear Congregants:  
 

Another year has passed. Allow me please to reflect on, remember, and remind you of the many wonderful 
happenings that confirm to us that AKSE is a very accomplished congregation. A partial list would include: a 
very well attended and outstanding Caf® Tamar, a wonderfully innovative Scientists in Synagogue program (four 
sessions!), bônai and bônot  mitzvah, continuation of full Torah reading by AKSE members and Cantor Redfern, 
several Partnership Minyan services, not one, but two community Seders, Purim Greetings for all members, 35th 
annual Women's Tefillah Service at Simchat Torah, many many Hamantaschen made fresh in AKSE kitchen, a 
successful Legacy program, Academy Night, Sisterhood and Menôs club breakfasts and gatherings ï the list goes 
on. Thanks to all those who made these things happen.  
  

Prosaic but essential activities also took place, chiefly around maintaining the building. A new roof was installed 
on the social hall, and patches on top of patches were and continue to be applied to the various flat roofs.  
 

 At the June 14 congregational meeting, the congregation approved the 1) 2017-18 operating budget, 2) the 
proposed slate of Board of Governors and Executive Committee nominees, and 3) a new contract for Cantor 
Redfern. Thank you for attending, and for your participation and interest. 
  
We also, most importantly, continued the discussion begun in earnest on June 8, 2016 at last yearôs 
congregational meeting: the process of, perhaps, choosing a different path forward for the congregation, and 
where we worship and meet. As a reminder, this process was deemed necessary by our projected difficulty in 
funding future annual budgets and in affording expected building repairs needed in our facility. Much work was 
accomplished during the year. A needs and wants list of what an alternate facility should provide was generated. 
Groups of AKSE folks met with many different people and toured many different places. We had Shabbat test 
drives at Congregation Beth Shalom and the JCC, the two places that seemed to be likely candidates. After 
review and discussion, the majority of the Board of Governors, including me, concluded that Beth Shalom was 
the preferred place for AKSE to move to as a temporary home.  
  

At the June 14 meeting the findings were presented and considerable discussion ensued. No vote was taken; this 
was an informational meeting only. I have called for a special congregational meeting to be held on October 17, 
2017, at which point, after discussion, I will call for a vote on: 1) which facility, 2) move timing, and 3) 
permission to put the existing facility up for sale. Please hold the date and plan to attend.  
  

I would be remiss if I did not remind us all that even if there were a ñperfectò plan of a new home or alternate 
facility, it would not resolve all our problems re: membership/operating revenue and a leadership shortfall.  
  
I am also very aware that there is no possibility of a perfect new home. As you do, I have 1000+ wonderful 
memories of AKSE, but unfortunately for reasons that have been discussed, it is not clear how the congregation 
can stay in the current building, certainly not in the long term but not in the short (two years or so) term either. 
This is an emotional topic, but AKSE has a significant challenge, and I urge us all to work together to meet this 
challenge in a spirit of mutual respect and earnestness.  
  

In the coming months, various communications will be forthcoming, summarizing and restating what we have 
learned, including any new information and considerations. Please be alert for information that is presented to 
you, and I hope you will not hesitate to contact me with your thoughts and ideas.  
 
 Jonathan Jaffe  AKSE President 
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Shalom Chaverim, 
 
Please find below an excerpt from my presentation ñDistinguishing the 

Natural from the Man-made: How & Why?ò  which was part of our 

popular Scientists in Synagogues series organized by Mark Wagman in 

partnership with Sinai and Synapses.  

 

Bereshit Rabbah 2:3 

Based on the verse ñand G-d blessed the seventh day,ò the Midrash 

(rabbinic lore) teaches that Adam feared the darkness as the sun began to 

set and the end of Shabbat approached. G-d made two flints for Adam 

which Adam struck together. Fire came forth and Adam uttered a 

blessing over it.  

 

Question for Consideration 

Why does G-d teach man how to make fire? 

Unlike the gods of other ancient Near-Eastern religions, the G-d of Israel 

cares for humanity and relates to people as his children. According to 

mythology, other gods often viewed people as transactional interlocutors 

who could provide them with necessities such as scarified meat.  

 

Key Point 

According to the Talmud there are 39 Malachot Machshevot (creative 

labors) that are forbidden to be performed on Shabbat, the kindling of 

fire being one of them. It is significant that at times these 39 forbidden 

labors are referred to as ñforty minus oneò because the number forty 

symbolizes the creative process. For example, Moses was on Sinai when 

he received the Torah, and the giving of the Torah serves as an integral 

part of G-dôs creative process. The Torah serves as a guide book for how 

to perfect the world by closing the gap between G-d and humanity, a gap 

that was caused by Adam and Eveôs sin. This is illustrated by Chagigah 

12a, which teaches that before Adam sinned he reached from the world 

below to the heaven above, but after the sin he no longer did. The very 

39 labors that we are forbidden to perform on Shabbat are the very same 

labors that the Israelites performed to build the Mishkan (tabernacle), 

which was built around the time of the giving of the Torah. In other 

words, G-d taught humanity creative skills (which often include the 

harnessing of a natural process, such as fire) in order that humanity 

could create a man-made house for the Lord. G-d acted as the science 

teacher, teaching Israel how to create scientifically in order that they 

could become his partner in improving the world. We should note that 

now, instead of viewing all humanity as simply his children, G-d views 

Israel also as a spouse. 

 

Kol Tuv, Rabbi Saks 
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Is your birthday in  
JULY?   
 
Come and join us at our monthly 
birthday celebration, JULY 15, 
2017, and enjoy our delicious  
birthday cake. 
Donations appreciated.  
  
Or, here is a second chance. Is 
your birthday in AUGUST?  
 
Come and join us at that monthõs  
birthday celebration, August 12, 
2017, and enjoy yet another   
delicious birthday cake. 
Donations appreciated.  

Save-the-Date  
November 12, 2017  

 
  

Hadassah celebrates  
 
 

Ann Jaffe, Our Woman of Valor  
 
 

 at an afternoon luncheon at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth.  

Torah Readers Schedule: 
 
 
 
 
7/1/2017            Cantor Redfern 
7/8/2017            Cantor Redfern 
7/15/2017          Cantor Redfern 
7/22/2017          Avram Schwartz 
7/29/2017          AKSE gentlemen 
8/5/2017            Cantor Redfern 
8/12/2017          AKSE gentlemen 
8/19/2017          Cantor Redfern 
8/26/2017          Cantor Redfern 
9/2/2017           AKSE gentlemen 
9/9/2017            Cantor Redfern 
9/16/2017          Cantor Redfern 
9/23/2017          Cantor Redfern 
 
Rosh Hashanah September 21,22 
Yom Kippur September 30 
Cantor Redfern will lead with AKSE 
gentlemen and HH Choir participating 
as per past years. 

VARIOUS GOINGS ON AT AKSE 

SISTERHOOD THANKS 
 
Thank you to all of you for your support of Sisterhood this past year!  By paying your membership dues, buying 
Honey, contributing to the Break the Fast, shopping at our Gift Shop, buying hamantashen and/or sending 
Mishloach Manot greetings, you made it possible for Sisterhood to once again present a contribution to AKSE at 
the Annual Meeting.  We presented a check for $10,000 to the synagogue.  A huge thank you to all who helped 
with the activities listed above as well as those who helped with our Shabbat and holiday Kiddushim and the 
wonderful Friday night dinner.   
Todah Rabah!! 

This is the summer Shofar, 
combining July and August. 
The next edition will be the 
September issue, which is 
planned to be finished end of 
August for September 1 snail 
mail delivery. 
 
High Holiday Service 
Schedule will be presented on the cover page. 
Thank you and have a healthy happy summer.  
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AKSE SISTERHOOD INVITES YOU TO SEND 
SWEET NEW YEAR GREETINGS  

TO FRIENDS & RELATIVES NATIONWIDE 
 

 
 
 
Send an eight ounce jar of pure honey, certified Kosher by the Orthodox 
Union, to friends and family anywhere in the US for only $10 (the same 
price as last year).  The honey arrives with a personalized card just in time 
for Rosh Hashanah.    
 

Ordering will be just as easy as last year.  In the summer you will receive directions on 
how to order online.  To ensure that your honey will arrive by Rosh Hashanah, you will 
need to place your order on the website by September 6, 2017. 
If you do not have internet access, we can place the order for you.  You will just need to 
send the following information along with a check to AKSE Sisterhood for $10 for each 
bottle ordered: 
 
From:                       To:                       Address of each recipient: 
 

Share wishes for a sweet New Year!! 
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Harriet Ainbinder                    Shoshana & Fred Bereskin                            

Alan Bleier                               Kevin Brown                            

Elliott & Mitzi Echt                  John and Lena Elzufon                           

Brad Glazier                             Jenna Glazier                            

Michelle Glazier                       Vivian and Alan Goldberg                            

Benjamin Cohen                      Jacob Hoffman                           

Ken Kamm                               Edward & Ann Knapper                            

Jerome Kritz                             Leonard Seltzer                     

Stephen Michlin                       Josh Schoenberg                            

Ehyal Shweiki                           Joel J. Roisman                           

Max Rosenberg                        Rabbi Steven & Anne Saks                          

Barbara Schoenberg                Jeffrey & Diane Seidel                           

Lewis Shapiro                           Wendy & Phil Shlossman                            

Kerry Shweiki                            Daniel Tanzer                           

Moshe Vinograd                       Gail Tolpin 

Cathy Vinograd                         Sylvia & Mark Wagman                           

Eleanor & Mark Weinglass        Eugene Tolpin    

Sharon & Daniel Berry              Lou & Faith Brown 

Robert S. Weiner                       Joel F. Glazier 

Cindy S. Goldstein                     Jonathan Jaffe 

Gail Kritz                                    Eleanor & Mark Weinglass 

Daniel Noznisky                        Judith Rosenberg 

Gregory Schiff                           Neil Lattin & Rhonda Shulman 

Anonymous (6)    

Thanks to the following individuals/couples who have 
committed to the future of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth. 
They signed Declarations of Intent to include AKSE in 
their estate plan. AKSE has earned $20,000  from 
Federation/Grinspoon foundation in recognition of the 
commitment of so many AKSE members. 

Play Ball !    Community Softball is back !    
 

Community Softball is back.  We hope to increase the number of participants this season, so please help us to 
spread the word to your friends, contacts, etc.  All games are at the Siegel JCC softball field. (Thank you JCC!) 
 

¶ Warm up 10:00-10:30.Game 10:30 -12:00. Men, women and teens are invited and open to the entire 
community. No charge. We have a supply of bases and balls and even an extra glove, but please bring bat(s) if 
you have any. The purpose of the community softball program is to have fun and burn a few calorieséwe 
welcome ALL levels of talent/skills. Let me know if you have any questions/suggestions/issues, etc. 
 

¶ All Sundays in July and August.  Thanks for your support.  See you at the game. Brad Glazier  302-547-
1281 -- In case of questionable weather/field conditions, please feel free to call me on Sunday morning. 
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CAFÉ TAMAR PHOTOS     
 

Please enjoy on the following pages a small sampling of the wonder that was Caf® Tamar. The photos cannot do 
Caf® Tamar  justice, but we can try. The best approach is to attend directly. 

Faith Brown as MC  

All photos by Jonathan Jaffe 

Eliezer Gutman on the violin 
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Irene Plotzker performs 
Yerushalayim Shel Zahav 
with pianist Peter Popper. 
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Juliana Castillo on the violin 

Cindy Goldstein, vocalist 
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Devon and Jordan Abukasis 

Talia and Rami Goren 


