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FIRST CONGREGATION                        

AKSE WELCOMES A NEW RABBI 
By Mark Wagman, V.P. Community Affairs, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth 

Originally published in Jewish Living Delaware 

On July 1, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth will welcome a new Spiritual Leader, Rabbi Abraham 

Rabinovich. AKSE congregants and Rabbi Abe, as he prefers to be called, share the excitement as 

the congregation embarks on the next chapter in its 138-year history. 
(Continued on page 12) 

A Message from Rabbi Abe 
 
Dear AKSE Members and Friends, 
 
Storytelling in Judaism is more than merely a form of art or entertainment; 

rather it is an essential vehicle of affirmation and expression of our identity 

as individuals and community at large. Therefore, it is no coincidence that 

the Torah begins with the historical narratives of creation, Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, and the Exodus to teach us the consequential role stories play in the 

formation of our history as a Jewish people, as explained by the Hasidic 

Master, Rebbe Yisrael of Rushin (1796-1850).  
(Continued on page 5) 

TIME TO ORDER YOUR ROSH HASHANAH HONEY!!! 
 
Send Rosh Hashanah greetings with honey to 
 Fellow AKSE members (details on page 6) 

 Non-member family and friends (details on page 7) 

AKSE ACADEMY IS BACK!!! 
Sunday, August 13 from 1 to 4 PM 

See details on page 3. 
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Dear Congregants: 

Exciting Times Ahead: Welcoming 
Rabbi Abe to Our Synagogue! 
  
As we march into the sunny month of July, we 
are thrilled to welcome the arrival of our 

esteemed new rabbi, Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, who is joining our 
synagogue community as of July 1. With Rabbi Abe's wealth of 
knowledge, compassionate spirit, and enthusiasm, we are entering a 
new era of spiritual growth, warmth, and inspiration. 
  
Rabbi Abe comes to us with an impressive background in Jewish 
studies, history, and language. His passion for fostering connections 
and nurturing the spiritual journey of each individual aligns perfectly 
with our synagogue's core values. We are confident that his engaging 
sermons, insightful teachings, and genuine care for our members will 
invigorate our community and deepen our collective bond. 
 
So, let us join hands and hearts as we warmly welcome Rabbi Abe 
into our synagogue family. Together, we will create a thriving and 
inclusive community where everyone feels valued, inspired, and 
connected. The journey ahead promises to be remarkable, and we 
invite all our members and the wider community to share in our 
celebration of Rabbi Abe's arrival and the bright future that lies 
ahead for our synagogue. 
 
To showcase the talents within our synagogue and community, we 
recently presented Café Tamar, bringing together our AKSE members 
and friends for an unforgettable and vibrant evening of dancing, 
singing, music, and jubilant expressions of joy and love for Israel. 
After missing three years due to COVID restrictions, this was a much 
needed and welcome activity. 
 
The performance was a resounding success, with both AKSE and 
community performers enthusiastically participating and showcasing 
their artistic flair. The stage radiated with energy as dancers 
gracefully moved to the rhythm, singers harmonized in perfect unity, 
and musicians lit up the room with their incredible talents. We truly 
demonstrated the richness of our congregation and community, 
where diverse talents and passions converge to create something 
truly special. 
 

 Martin Cohn 

President’s Message 
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Upcoming Torah Talk Speakers 

July 22 Devarim Tom Leitch 

July 29 Va’etchanan Joel Chodos 

August   12 Re’eh Irene Plotzker 

Sept 2 Ki Tavo Scott Slomowitz 

Clear out summer’s mental cobwebs!
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth invites the entire community to an  

afternoon of learning at our twelfth 

 AKSE ACADEMY   

Sunday, August 13, 2023, 1 to 4 PM 

Immanuel Church, 2414 Pennsylvania Ave, Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
1:00 Check-in 

1:15 First session – choose one 
 Jews and Climate Change (David Brown) 
 King David and his Psalms: Lessons of Courage and Inspiration for 

Tough Times (Eric Doroshow)   

2:00 Break 

2:15 Second session – choose one 
 Portrayal of Orthodox Jews on Screen Today (Barry Solan) 
 Halacha and Meat Substitutes (Irene Plotzker) 

3:00 Break 

3:15 Third session – choose one 
 Introduction to Jewish Genealogy (Mark Weinberg) 
 Healing and Judaism (David Epstein) 

 
$15 at the door, $12 if pre-registered by August 10. To pre-register, please contact 
the AKSE office at 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org. 

Our plan is to continue the (very 
successful!) Torah Talk speaker 
program in place of a sermon on a 
Shabbat when Rabbi Abe is chanting 
the Torah portion. The approximate 
frequency will be once a month. 

 

mailto:office@akse.org
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JULY, AUGUST 
 

Shabbat Services—every Shabbat 
Friday—Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:30 PM 
Saturday—Shacharit at 9 AM 
Saturday—Mincha/Torah Study/Ma’ariv/Havdallah 
(7/1, 7/8, 7/15 and 7/22 at 8:15 PM, 7/29 and 8/5 at 8 
PM, 8/12 at 7:45 PM, 8/19 and 8/26 at 7:30 PM) 
 

Thursdays at 9 AM (7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27, 8/3, 8/10, 
8/17, 8/24, 8/31) Shacharit with Torah reading 
 

Fast of 17 Tammuz (Fast begins at 4:28 AM and ends at 9:22 PM on 7/6) 
7/6 at 9 AM—Shacharit, 7/6 at 7 PM—Mincha 
 

Fast of Tisha B’Av (Fast begins at 8:21 PM 7/26 and ends at 9:07 PM 7/27) 
7/26 at 8 PM—Mincha/Ma’ariv/Eicha/Kinot 
7/27 at 9 AM—Shacharit/Kinot, 7/27 at 7 PM—Mincha 
 

Services take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave.  
 

Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is recommended but not required at indoor 
services for all attendees. ALL attendees must have received a COVID vaccine/
booster within the 12 months preceding the event they are attending. 
Compliance is the responsibility of each attendee. The Health Committee must 
approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building. 

SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE  
 

7/1   Cantor Redfern                   8/5  Cantor Redfern 
7/8   Cantor Redfern                   8/12 Rabbi Abe            
7/15 Cantor Redfern                   8/19 Cantor Redfern 
7/22 Rabbi Abe, AKSE Men      8/26 AKSE Men 
7/29 Rabbi Abe, AKSE Men                                          

TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICE—RAIN OR SHINE!!! 
Here are the particulars: 
DATES: Tuesdays—July 4, 11, 18, 25; August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (Time—3:30 PM) 
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Kehillah Lounge or the adjacent courtyard (weather permitting).  
 

Just as in our own building, mask wearing is voluntary (recommended, but not required). 

CALLING ALL JULY, AUGUST BIRTHDAYS!!! 
 

Please join us for Shabbat services on Saturdays, July 8 and 
August 5. All those with July and August birthdays will receive a 
special blessing, and there will be a special Kiddush including, of 

course, a birthday cake and ice cream. 
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Sisterhood News 
  
We are starting the new year out on a sweet note again this year! Check out the 
information in this Shofar on how to order jars of honey to friends and family outside of 
AKSE. In the near future you will receive a personalized email that will allow you to add 
your name to the list of those sending a jar of honey to each member of the AKSE family 
for a contribution of just $118. Remember that August 1

st
 is the deadline to enjoy the 

benefit of free shipping for the honey jars. 
  
A big thank you to those that participated in our honey sale last year. Thanks to the money raised 
from honey sales, dues and contributions, Sisterhood was able to present AKSE with a check for 
$8000 at the Annual Meeting! We look forward to a successful year again this year that will include a 
special Friday night Shabbat dinner after the Fall holidays to welcome Rabbi Abe and Ariel to AKSE. 

 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks writes: “The Israelites had not yet left Egypt, and yet already Moses was 

telling them how to tell the story. That is the extraordinary fact. Why so? Why this obsession with 

storytelling? The simplest answer is that we are the story we tell about ourselves. There is an 

intrinsic, perhaps necessary, link between narrative and identity. In the words of the thinker who did 

more than most to place this idea at the center of contemporary thought, Alasdair MacIntyre, ’man is 

in his actions and practice, as well as in his fictions, essentially a story-telling animal.’ We come to 

know who we are by discovering of which story or stories we are a part.” 

 

Furthermore, Judaism affirms that each and every one of us plays a crucial character role in our 

people’s story, and together we continue to create, explore, study, write, and rewrite our everlasting 

narrative. For “To be a Jew is to see yourself as part of the larger Jewish story, to make it alive in our 

time, and to do your best to hand it on to those who will come after us.” 

 

I am excited to be embarking on a new chapter of my personal story by transitioning from New York 

to Wilmington to be part of the AKSE community, and I am very much looking forward to sharing and 

creating beautiful and inspiring stories together with all of you. I look forward to getting to know each 

one of you and to hearing your personal story with great anticipation. 

 

While I am still configuring the schedule for AKSE’s educational programing and events for the 

coming year, I promise (bli neder) that you will be hearing from me about any updates regarding our 

exciting weekly study sessions and wonderful programing we have in store for you. Meanwhile, 

please do not hesitate to contact me via the AKSE office or via email at RabbiAbe@AKSE.org to 

schedule an in-person meetup. 

 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

B’Ahavah, 

Rabbi Abe 

(Continued from page 1) A Message From Rabbi Abe 
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Members of our AKSE family 

Take advantage 

of this 

wonderful 

opportunity to 

send sweet 

Rosh Hashanah 

greetings to 

members of our 

AKSE family 

For those unable 

to order online, or 

for any other 

questions, please 

contact: 
Sylvia Wagman at  

srwag8@comcast.net 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Sisterhood invites 

you to send New Year’s greetings to 

 

                             For a donation of just $118, your                   
                        Rosh Hashanah greetings will 
                        accompany a jar of honey 
                        sent to every AKSE member.           
                        This is similar to the way  
                        Sisterhood had been sending  
                        Purim greetings for many  
                        years. 
                      
                         The recipient will receive one   
                          jar of honey along with a   
                         letter containing the names & 
                       messages of all the contributors. 
                     
Another option is to send greetings to 
individual AKSE members for the reduced 
cost of $5 per greeting. Again, the recipient 
will receive one jar of honey along with a letter 
listing all the greetings. 
 
You can order through a personal link in an 
email that you will receive soon. There will be 
easy step-by-step directions to place your 
order and even personalize it with your own 
greeting. 
 
Remember, this project is for sending 
greetings/honey to AKSE members only. 
 

 

Here’s how to send honey greetings to 
fellow AKSE members: 
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Here’s how to send honey greetings to 
non-member family and friends: 

 

 

 

 

Wish family, friends and business 
associates a Sweet & Happy New Year! 

Send the sweetest of all Rosh Hashanah greetings! 
 

FREE shipping through August 1st* 

Just in time for Rosh Hashanah, we will ship an 8 oz jar of 
Kosher clover honey with a personalized card reading: 

 

“Shana Tova - Wishing you a Healthy and 
Happy New Year.” - signed with your name. 

 

Cost is $14.00 per jar. 
Order by August 1st for free shipping within the U.S.  

 
Ordering is quick and easy! 

Simply go to www.honeyfromtheheart.org/AKS 
 

* Shipping 
➢ After August 1st add $7.00 per jar for 

shipping within the U.S.  
 

Order through August 25th for delivery by Rosh 
Hashanah. Last day to order is September 15th. 

AKSE SISTERHOOD THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

If you are unable to order online or have any other questions,                                    

contact Sylvia Wagman at srwag8@comcast.net 
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AKSE Security Upgrades 

Dear Fellow Congregants: 

Here, I summarize the report I gave at the recent Annual Meeting on the status of the Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program (NSGP) to upgrade security at AKSE. In the time since the previous Annual 
Meeting in June 2022, the two major efforts of the Security Committee have been: 

(1) To ensure that AKSE’s project meets the administrative environmental and historical 
requirements of FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency,  and the oversight 
requirements of DEMA, Delaware’s analogous agency, regarding operating policies, 
progress reports, and procurement guidelines that would smooth the reimbursement 
process under the NSGP award and 

(2) To set a detailed strategy to accomplish the nine milestones in our approved project. The 
major ones provide for (a) the replacement of the building’s doors and selected windows, 
(b) the inclusion of an improved access control system to the building, (c) the additions of 
improved exterior lighting, exterior and interior cameras to feed a network video-recording 
(NVR) system,  which is similar in operation to a DVR system you may have at home, (d) 
the establishment of a security training series for clergy, staff, and congregants, and (e) 
the hiring of contract security personnel. 

Having met the critical administrative requirements, AKSE received permission from DEMA in late 
May to start committing funds for the project. Current efforts of the Security Committee include the 
setting of hardware specifications, the identification of candidate vendors for each milestone, and the 
launching of the required bidding process to justify the ultimate  reimbursement by FEMA. Other 
critical efforts are to arrange for initial security training and to identify candidate contract security 
companies. 

I serve as the Chair of the Security Committee. The following individuals also serve on the 
Committee: Martin Cohn, Brad Glazier, Lidia Ini, Jonathan Jaffe, Ron Makar, Max Rosenberg, Scott 
Slomowitz, Kathleen Taylor, and Sylvia Wagman. All have contributed to this progress made since 
we received notice of the award in mid-September. 

Have a wonderful July and August! 

Shalom,    Alan   A_Bleier@verizon.net 

AKSE’s Men’s Club Is Returning!!! 

Alan Bleier is leading the effort. Program ideas and plans are being developed. Let 
Alan have your thoughts please. To get your creative juices flowing... 

 

Some Men's Club Ideas: Events/Activities to Start after the High Holidays 
 

Avodah (Service, Prayer) 
MC Shabbat 
Sukkah (Up/Down) 
MC Shacharit 

 
 

In-Person Organizational Meeting: July 2023, Date/Time TBD      
Contact: AKSE Office (302-762-2705, office@AKSE.org) or Alan Bleier (A_Bleier@verizon.net) 

Tzedakah (Chesed) 
Help with Shoes 
Clothing Drive 
Meals-on-Wheels 

Kehillah (Community Participation) 
Breakfast Programs 
Tours 
Picnic (with Sisterhood) 

mailto:A_Bleier@verizon.net
mailto:office@akse.org
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                     1 
 
 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 
9:24 pm 
 

 

                 2               
 
 
 

                  3 
 
 

                  4 

 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 

                   5 
 

 
 
 
 

                   6 
FAST OF 
TAMMUZ 
Fast begins 4:28 am 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

In-person 
Mincha 7 pm 
Fast ends 9:22 pm 

                 7 
 
 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

                                8 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

BIRTHDAY 
KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv  
8:15 pm 
Havdallah 
9:22 pm 
 

                 9 
 

                10 
 
 
 
 

 

                       11 
 
 
 

Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors  
Meeting 7:30 pm 
 
 

                 12 
 
 
 

                 13 
 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                14 
 
 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  

In-person        15 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:15 pm 
Havdallah  
9:18 pm 

               16 

 
                17 
 

                18 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
 

                 19 
ROSH  
CHODESH 
Zoom  
Shacharit & Hallel 
8 am 

 
 
 

                           20 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

                        21 

 
 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  
 
 
 
 

                             22 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:15 pm 
Havdallah  
9:12 pm 

               23 
 
 
 

 

                  30            

                24 
 
 
 
 

                31 
 
 

 

                25 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

                 26 
 
 

EREV TISHA 
B’AV 
Fast begins 8:21 pm 
In-person/Zoom 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 
Eicha/Kinot 8 pm 

                 27                  28 

TISHA B’AV                               
In-person 
Shacharit/Kinot 
9 am 
 
In-person 
Mincha 7 pm 
 
Fast ends 9:07 pm 

     
     

6 AV 5 AV 

12 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 AV 2 AV 

13 AV 

28 TAMMUZ 

26 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 20 TAMMUZ 

 15 TAMMUZ 

22 TAMMUZ 24 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 21 TAMMUZ 

3 AV 1 AV 29 TAMMUZ 27 TAMMUZ 

13 TAMMUZ 16 TAMMUZ 17 TAMMUZ 19 TAMMUZ 

7 AV 

18 TAMMUZ 14 TAMMUZ 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

JUNE 30 

JULY  7 

JULY 14 

JULY 21 

JULY 28 

8:16 pm 

8:14 pm 

8:11 pm 

8:07 pm 

8:01 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

9 AV 

Saturday 

Afternoon 

Mincha 
Ma’ariv 

Havdallah 

JULY 1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:15 pm 

8:00 pm 

9:24 pm   

9:22 pm 

9:18 pm 

9:12 pm 

9:05 pm 

8 AV 11 AV 10 AV 12 AV 

In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  

                29 
 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:00 pm 
Havdallah  
9:05 pm 

WELCOME 
RABBI ABE 
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                  1 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm    
 
DEADLINE for 
honey orders with 
free shipping 

                   2                         
 
 
 

                   3 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                  4 
 
 
                   

                    5 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

BIRTHDAY 
KIDDUSH 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
8:00 pm 
Havdallah 
8:56 pm 
 

                 6               
 
 
 

                  7 
 
 

                  8 

 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
Zoom Board of 
Governors  
Meeting 7:30 pm 

                   9 
 

 
 
 
 

                 10 
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

 
 

                11 
 
 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

                         12 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv  
7:45 pm 
Havdallah 
8:47 pm 
 
 
  

               13 
 
AKSE 
ACADEMY 
1 - 4 pm 
 

                14 
 
 
 
 

 

                      15 
 
 
 

 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

                 16 
 
 
 

                 17 
ROSH  
CHODESH 
In-person 
Shacharit & Hallel 
9 am 

                18 
ROSH 
CHODESH 
Zoom Shacharit 
& Hallel 8 am 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  

                   19 
In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 
7:30 pm 
Havdallah  
8:36 pm 

               20 

 
                21 
 

                22 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
 

                23    
 
 
Zoom Chug Ivri 
4 pm 

 
 
 

                           24 

In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 
 
 

                        25 

 
 
In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm 

                             26 

In-person 
Shacharit 9 am 
 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
7:30 pm 
Havdallah  
8:25 pm 

               27 
 
 
 

 

                              

                28 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 

 

                29 
 
 
Mincha at the JCC  
Kehillah Lounge 
3:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

                 30 
 

                 31                   
                               
In-person 
Shacharit 
9 am 

                       
 

                          
 

     
     

14 AV 15 AV 18 AV 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9 ELUL 7 ELUL 

11 ELUL 

4 ELUL 

2 ELUL 1 ELUL 26 AV 

 21 AV 

28 AV 30 AV 29 AV 27 AV 

8 ELUL 6 ELUL 5 ELUL 3 ELUL 

19 AV 22 AV 23 AV 25 AV 

12 ELUL 

24 AV 20 AV 

Friday  

Evening 
Candle 

Lighting 

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

AUG 4 

AUG 11 

AUG 18 

AUG 25 

 

7:54 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:36 pm 

7:26 pm 

 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

 

14 ELUL 

Saturday 

Afternoon 

Mincha 
Ma’ariv 

Havdallah 

AUG  5 

AUG  12 

AUG  19 

AUG  26 

 

8:00 pm 

7:45 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

 

8:56 pm   

8:47 pm 

8:36 pm 

8:25 pm 

 
13 ELUL 

16 AV 17 AV 

10 ELUL 

In-person 
Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
6:30 pm  
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AKSE “Lanetzach Tzi’irim” (Forever Young) Adult Dancers 
Performed for an Appreciative Audience at Lodge Lane 

June 25, 2023 

All photos by Hayim Weiss 
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For the congregation, this occasion is the culmination of an eight-month search process, with over 

20 applicants, numerous Zoom interviews, and three Shabbat visits by the top candidates. It has 

been heartening to be able to decide among several highly qualified candidates. Search Committee 

co-chair Alan Goldberg noted that “our committee spent countless hours looking for a new Spiritual 

Leader who exemplifies the traditional values of Delaware's oldest Jewish Congregation and 

possesses an innovative mindset focused on the future. In Rabbi Abe Rabinovich, we found such a 

leader." 

Rabbi Abe is a graduate of RIETS, the Rabbinic Seminary of Yeshiva University, where he received 

the prestigious Beren Graduate Research Fellowship in Higher Talmudic Studies. He also holds a 

B.A. and M.A. in Jewish Philosophy from YU and a Ph.D. in Religion and Education from Fordham 

University.  

Rabbi Abe has 18 years’ experience as a spiritual leader, chaplain, pastoral care provider, and 

religious educator. While leading congregations, he has also served as a chaplain for hospitals and 

nursing facilities. Since 2012, he has been the Director of Religious Education and Interfaith Affairs 

for the New York State Chaplains Task Force, an organization of several thousand volunteer 

chaplains of different faiths. 

Rabbi Abe is proficient in ancient and modern Hebrew, Yiddish, and Aramaic. His broad education 

enables him to teach a wide range of courses, including history, philosophy, theology, Jewish 

mysticism/Kabbalah, medical ethics, moral education, Jewish Law, and Talmud. We look forward to 

the benefits that his broad knowledge and teaching skills will bring to the congregation and 

community. 

Rabbi Abe embodies the ideals of AKSE, being committed to tradition, while also being open-

minded and progressive within the bounds of Halacha (Jewish law) and a strong advocate for a 

pluralistic Judaism. He loves the slogan of the congregation: “Embracing, Engaging, Enriching.” He 

describes us as a “unique and historic congregation, small but mighty, with many members who are 

knowledgeable and talented; AKSE provides many opportunities for members to exhibit their 

religious, intellectual, and musical skills.” He has already found both the congregation and 

community to be very warm and welcoming. 

Rabbi Abe’s philosophy of life is aligned with the teaching of Rabbi Akiba that “to love thy fellow 

neighbor as thyself is the essence of Judaism. The highest values,” he proclaims, “are kindness and 

respect. No one should be judged. We are family and friends—Chaverim Kol Yisrael.” I have already 

witnessed how he “lives” his philosophy. He exhibits a loving and caring demeanor to all and is 

personable and engaging with both those he is first meeting and those he already knows. 

We look forward to sponsoring several events and other opportunities for both AKSE and community 

members to meet and get to know Rabbi Abe once he assumes his full-time role as Spiritual Leader 

on July 1. If you are interested in being involved in either a group or one-on-one activity with Rabbi 

Abe, please contact the AKSE office at 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org. You can also check our 

synagogue newsletter at www.AKSE.org for the latest schedule of services and other activities at 

which you can meet Rabbi Abe. 

(Continued from page 1) AKSE WELCOMES A NEW RABBI 
 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
http://www.AKSE.org
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Wednesday, 7/19 at 8 AM—Shacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH AV) 

Wednesday, 7/26 at 8 PM—Mincha/Ma’ariv/Eicha/Kinot for TISHA B’AV 
with in-person service 

Friday, 8/18 at 8 AM—Shacharit/Hallel (ROSH CHODESH ELUL) 

Wednesday, 8/23 at 4 PM—Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club) 

 

Two options to connect via Zoom: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR JULY, AUGUST 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) has one 
summer meeting. Please join us on  August 23  at   
4  PM  for  a  Hebrew  speaking/reading/understanding 
session. The members are at different levels of Hebrew 
ability, and we help each other. We are starting a new 
year. New people are welcome.  
L'hitraot!  Use the AKSE Zoom link (see above). 

? 
Anyone interested in an informal Yiddish class with a focus on fun and 
interesting vocabulary and phrases should contact Joel Chodos at 
joelchodos@gmail.com, 302-777-7090 (home), or 302-455-1980 
(office). Those interested in a separate class in Yiddish writing and 
grammar should contact Martin Cohn at martin.cohn@ymail.com 
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July/August 
Birthdays 

7/3 

7/6 

 

7/12 

7/22 

7/25 

8/4 

8/6 

8/7 

 

 

8/12 

 

8/13 

8/15 

 

 

8/24 

8/25 

8/26 

8/29 

Amy Leviton 

Lisa Elliott 

Lenore Tocker 

Nan Pezzner 

Michael Leviton 

Eugene Tolpin 

Sally Levine 

Mel Zussman 

Kevin Gross 

Jerry Heisler 

James Marshall 

Annette Baruch 

Harold Pezzner 

Michael Cabelli 

Phyllis Feibus 

Barbara Balick 

Rebecca Jaffe 

Charlotte Levin 

Wendy Shlossman 

Martin Cohn 

Linda Jaffe 

Special Birthdays 

7/17  Meryl Kauffman 

7/19  Neal Cohn 

8/8    Sandy Rosen 

8/10  Kevin Rudolph 

8/11  Paul Gottesman 

8/11  Faith Tomases 

8/16  Stephanie Rudolph 

July/August 
Anniversaries 

7/20 

8/5 

8/9 

8/14 

8/17 

8/25 

Rita & Paul Gottesman 

Riva & David Brown 

Stephanie & Kevin Rudolph 

Irene & Richard Plotzker 

Debra & Mel Zussman 

Felicia & Will Rosen 

Special Anniversaries 

Sylvia & Mark Wagman 7/24 

Speedy  
Recovery 

Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes and 
prayers for a complete recovery to: 
 

Jeff Seidel 
 

May the Lord our G-d send a perfect 
healing from heaven to all his sick 
children. Amen. 

Condolences to 

 
Rachel Epstein, Mollie 

Epstein-Makar,  
Ron Makar and 

Family  
  

upon the passing of  
Mollie’s and Rachel’s 

father,  
 

Stanley Haywood Epstein 
 
 
 
 

Faith and Julia Tomases 
and Family 

 
upon the passing of  

Faith’s aunt and Julia’s 
great aunt, 

 
Helen Tomases Schutzman 

 
 
 

May the Lord comfort the 
families among the 

mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem and may they 
know of sorrow no more. 

Amen. 
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 IN MEMORY OF 
 

Clara Mattes: Roberta Brown;  
Judy & Howard Berlin 
Leslie Lattin, brother of Neil Lattin: Neal & 
Barbara Cohn; Amy & Michael Leviton; Judy & 
Howard Berlin; Debra & Mel Zussman 
Art Moss: Eleanor & Mark Weinglass; Amy & 
Michael Leviton; Debra & Mel Zussman; Sheila 
& Julius Berman and Laurie & Peter Hazen 
Edie Slovin: Roberta Brown; Cynthia Kauffman 
Yehoshua Yakov Weinglass, Father of Mark 
Weinglass: Kathleen Taylor; Judy & Howard 
Berlin; Karen Moss; Sandy Rosen & Maurice 
Linett; Rhonda & James Lehr 

 
 MAZEL TOV 

 
Kevin & Stephanie Rudolph on your new 
daughter: Debra & Mel Zussman 
Faith Brown, In Honor of Your 
Granddaughter Emma’s Wedding: Debra & 
Mel Zussman; Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Amy & Michael Leviton on the engagement of 
your daughter Ally: Karen Moss 
Wendy & Phil Shlossman on the engagement 
of your son, Scott: Amy & Michael Leviton 
Karen Moss on the engagement of your son, 
Noah: Eleanor & Mark Weinglass 

 
YAHRZEIT 

 
Lester Jacobs: Judith A. Jacobs 
Betty Cutler: Alan Cutler 
Dan Berry, Husband: Sharon Berry 
Joseph S. Tannen, Father & Grandfather: 
Judith & Max Rosenberg and Family 
Dave H. A. Rosenberg, Father & 
Grandfather: Judith & Max Rosenberg and 
Family 
Isadore Silverman, Father: Vivian Limmina 
Joseph Stutman: Barbara Balick 
Morris Weintraub: Ruth Ann Jarin 
Rhoda Weintraub Meizell: Dorette 
Weintraub 
My Parents: David Stiebel    
 

 
GENERAL 

 
Chaim Kopolovic: For my Aliyah 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                             

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Received in May, 2023  

 

Yahrzeit 
 

Lila B. Fleischman 
 

Amy Tursky 

       

 
General Donation 

 
 
 

Gerald and Sandye 
Turnauer 

 
 

 

General Donation 

 
Mark Lewittes 

      
  

General Donation 
 
 
 

John Carew 
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 JULYYAHRZEITS  
ju 
 

       23 
        Barbara Goldstein 

      24 
F      Florence Goodman 

        Leonard Pevar 
       Mervin Stein 

       25 
        Helen Concors 

       Anita Elliott  
Se      Selma Harriet Epstein 

         Simon Newman 
         Estella Seltzer 

      26 
         Annie Schoenberg 

      27 
        Gussie Berman 

           Samuel Herman Bronfin 
         Abraham Citron   

M       Manya Frydman Perel 
         Hyman Polsky 

A       Albert Rubenstein 
        Nathan Sklut 

        Morris Tomases 
   28 

      Jessie Goldlust 
      Rita Kraft 

      Evelyn Ritter 
    29 

     Irving Davis 
      Marlene Ritter 

       Bertram Samuels 
     Mollye Sklut 

      30 
D     Dorothy Berkowitz 
        Fannie Goodman 

     31 
       Frima Cohen 

       Erich Heimann 

1 
Lena Galperin 

Steven Krigstein 
Albert Seidel 

2 
Joel Glazier 

Jean Goldstein 
3 

Rose Arsht 
Pauline Salus 

4 
Ernst Dannemann 

Jacob Granite 
Helene Hanau 

Henrietta Sirkin Lipsen 
Chana Waserstein 
Saul Waserstein 

5 
Samuel Zagha 

6 
Stephen Seidel 

7 
Harry Cutler 

Jacob Grossman 
Reuben Jacobs 

Gerald Jarin 
Jack Wagman 

8 
Harold Holob 
Jennie Simon 

9 
Abraham Golden 

Rae Holtzman 
10 

S. David Ran 
Max Seltzer 

11 
Hilda Hirschlorn 

 
 

12 
Pauline Kaye 

Irwin Septimus 
Louis Weiner 

13 
Alan Axler 

Lottie Drucker 
Isadore Frankfurt 
Annette Jacobs 

Sharon Marshall 
Ida Sund 

14 
Daniel Haber 

15 
Joachim Kallir 
Nathan Porter 

16 
Sandra Jacobs Bonkoski   

Celia Erdman 
Harry Meizell 

Eve Mohl 
Lena Samonisky 

17 
Mildred Lattin-Yura 

Israel Plafker 
18 

Jacob Abrams 
Sadie Gordon 

Murray Solomon 
19 

Pauline Greenstein 
Isadore Kreshtool 

20 
Morris Freschman 
Sylvia Katzman 

21 
Samuel David 
Jean Drowos 

22 
Zarah Ainbinder 

 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Our Office Manager, 
Kathleen Taylor, is 
available during the hours 
of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday to Thursday 
(except holidays). 
 
Contact her by emailing 
office@AKSE.org or 
bookkeeper@AKSE.org 
or calling the office 
phone number  
302-762-2705. 

SCHOENBERG 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

 
 

In the hallowed tradition 
of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting with 
reverence for customs 

and observances in  
strict accord with  

family values. 
 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike   
762-0334 
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 AUGUSTYAHRZEITS  

ju 
 

        22 

     Daniel Adler 
      Nathan Balick 

       23 
       Harvey Brown 

        Mollie Feldman 
        Erica Goldberg 

       24 
        Max Engel 
        Leah Linett 
        Anna Miller 

       25 
        Laura Myers 

        Edith Winston 
       26 

E      Ernest Fleischman 
        Sarah Kaye 

       28 
        Justin Creed 

V      Victoria Freedman  
Sa      Sarah Menkes Kauffman 

        29 
       Walter Elliot 
       Harold Gunn 
       Lena Hayman 

IdI    Ida Bestock Kamm 
        Laura Leibowitz 

      30 
        Harry Ainbinder 

      Ann Griff 
        Sara Tziral Melamed 

        Ruth Rosenberg 
       31  

Zi     Zipporah Heimann 
 

1 
Norman Brager 
Dorothy Laskin 

2 
Laurie Cowan 
Leon Jacobs 

Helen Pottock 
Ruth Silverman 

Louis Weiss 
3 

Samuel Closic 
Alice Feldman 
Louis Golden 
Miriam Kursh 

Alfred Schweizer 
Ralph Tomases 

Zelma Weinberg 
4 

Bert Hirsch 
George Paris 

5 
Israel Brown 

6 
William David Brown 

7 
Sol Lehr 

8 
Isadore Drowos 

Ruth Holob 
Philip Simon 

Harry Skolnick 
10 

Gershon Katzman 
Caceil Laskin 

11 

Shirley Klein 

12 
Lillian Jean Stein Davis 

Anna Liebowitz Harwick    
Judith Schwarcz 
Steven Turnauer 

13 
Anna Vinokur 
Alex Vitriol 

14 
Tillie Sayer 

15 
Nathan Dresin 

Louis Leon Raskow 
Louis Turnauer 

16 
Alexander Drucker 

17 
Eliahu Augenbraun 
Esther Augenbraun 

Estelle Cohn 
Maurice Goodman 

Hyman Vittes 
18 

Jennie Aronoff 
Joseph Augenbraun 

Solomon Levine 
19 

Luisa Cohen 
Fannie Goldstein 

Alexander Lessner 
Morris Salinsky 

20 
Helen Finerosky Haber 

Lillian Kemper 
21 

Shimon Augenbraun 
Maurice Klein 
Sylvia Raskow 

Mary Sandrowitz 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
Our Office Manager, 
Kathleen Taylor, is 
available during the hours 
of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday to Thursday 
(except holidays). 
 
Contact her by emailing 
office@AKSE.org or 
bookkeeper@AKSE.org 
or calling the office 
phone number  
302-762-2705. 

 

GIFT CARDS  
"FOR SALE"  

PURCHASE  ACME  
SHOPRITE  GIANT  

 

Available from Marty 
Zukoff: 302-478-4734 
and Dianne Seidel: 302-
479-0490. Utilizing the 
gift cards from AKSE 
raises money for our 
synagogue with no cost 
or inconvenience to 
YOU! We deliver and 
even mail...it’s a no 
brainer!! You can even 
call the office as 
well...302-762-2705. 
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH 

2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

   SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL         16 

   SHOPRITE                                                                 15    

AKSE CALENDARS, JULY & AUGUST      9,10 

AKSE FAMILY NEWS          14 

AKSE “FOREVER YOUNG” DANCERS AT LODGE 
LANE—PHOTOS 

        11 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES IN JULY, AUGUST                       4                                                   

AKSE ACADEMY RETURNS!! SEE FLYER FOR DETAILS         3 

AKSE ZOOM EVENTS SCHEDULE IN JULY, AUGUST              13                                                                    

BIRTHDAY KIDDUSHES JULY, AUGUST                                     4                   

CHUG IVRI—HEBREW SPEAKING CLUB UPDATE                   13                              

DONATIONS                                                                                  15 

GIFT CARD REMINDER AND REQUEST                                     17 

MEN’S CLUB IS RETURNING!! DETAILS ON PAGE                                    8 

MINCHA SERVICE AT JCC                                                            4    

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                                              2 

RABBI’S MESSAGE                                                                    1,5 

SECURITY UPGRADE UPDATE                                                    8 

SHOE BOX RECYCLING REMINDER                                            9 

SISTERHOOD NEWS & NEW YEAR HONEY PURCHASE     5,6,7 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE                                                                           4 

“TORAH TALK” SCHEDULE OF PRESENTERS                                           3                     

WELCOME RABBI ABE ARTICLE                                            1,12 

YAHRZEITS JULY, AUGUST                                                   16,17              

YIDDISH LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES                                       13                                 
DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER SHOFAR   

IS AUGUST 15, 2023 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the 

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or 

mail, fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

  
Please note that improvements are 

underway on our website 
  

www.AKSE.org 

 

 Thank you for your patience 
during this process. 

 
Our email newsletters will 
continue to provide useful 

information on a regular basis. 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE 
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO EXTRA COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 
 

PLEASE CONTACT AKSE 
OFFICE AT 302-762-2705 
OR OFFICE@AKSE.ORG 
FOR DETAILS. 
 

http://www.akse.org

