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Howard Stern, Pink Floyd & Israel
Parshat Noach 5776
October 17, 2015
Rabbi Steven Saks

I can’t believe I am about to say this, but many rabbis can learn from Howard Stern. The
rabbis that can learn from Stern are the ones that chose not to talk about the Iran deal in a
substantive manner over the High Holidays. Stern, during a seven minute rant on XM Radio,
asked “What 1s with Roger Waters (of Pink Floyd) and the Jews?” This was in response to
Waters’ accusation that, by performing in Tel Aviv, Bon Jovi was “standing shoulder to
shoulder” with “the settler who burned the baby,” referring to the arsonist, thought to be a Jewish
extremist, who firebombed a Palestinian home in August, killing a toddler and several family
members. Stern continued, ”The Palestinians are these Arabs that could live in Egypt; they could
live in Saudi Arabia; but guess what? Those countries don’t want them either.... Where do you
want the Jews to go Roger? Back to the concentration camps ... To the dark side of the moon,”
referring to the Pink Floyd album.

First of all, Waters misses the obvious. While Palestinian society by and large celebrates
terrorists as heroes, the vast majority of Israelis including the government harshly condemn
terrorist acts committed by Jews. Second of all, Stern raises valid points such as the fact that the
Arab countries have used the Palestinians as political pawns in order to sully Israel’s reputation.
They have protested Israeli attempts to improve living conditions and medical care (lest they no
longer appear to be beleaguered refugees), while discriminating against them themselves. The
Arab world has also encouraged the Palestinians not to take “yes” for an answer in negotiations
with Israel. Multiple times they have encouraged the Palestinians to walk away from generous
Israeli peace offers. And, of course, Stern reminds us that being a stateless people led to immense
persecution.

From an internal Jewish point of view, those rabbis that chose to avoid speaking about the
Iran deal, lest they offend anyone, can learn from Stern’s example. They can learn that when your
people’s homeland is under attack and you have the ability to speak up you better be willing to,
for that 1s your job as a spiritual leader. The job of a leader is not just to avoid controversy and
tell people what they want to hear, but at times it also means telling people what they need to
hear. In this case, though many did not want to hear criticism of the administration’s Iran policy,

Reminder please. November 14 Shabbat Toldot will be a dual service day. The usual service at 8:00 am
followed by a Partnership Minyan Service at 10:00 am. Please see page 4 for more details.
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they needed to hear it from their spiritual leaders, for the
survival of the Jewish state is not solely a political concern but is
a religious one as well.

Those rabbis who remained silent took the approach of
Noah. Noah can be translated as “rest, wellbeing or comfort.” If
G-d told you to build a huge ark and you began building one on
your front lawn, undoubtedly your neighbors would ask why
you were building it. Certainly, Noah was asked but did not use
it as an opportunity to encourage the wicked to repent, as our
sages point out. Though Noah was a good man, he was at rest
spiritually just going along for the ride and not willing to rock
the boat.

By contrast Abraham was willing to rock the boat. If G-d
had told Abraham that he was going to destroy the world,
Abraham would have encouraged the wicked to repent. When
Abraham hears that G-d is planning to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah, he challenges G-d by declaring “Would it not be
sacrilege for you? The judge of the entire earth shall not do
justice?” Of course, this is what G-d wanted Abraham to say,
this 1s leadership! This is why Abraham and not Noah is the first
Jew. When your homeland’s existence is threatened, one cannot
take the attitude of Noah--all is well, let’s not make waves and
let’s just go along for the ride. We must speak up like Abraham!

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations has designated this Shabbat, ‘“Sabbath of
Solidarity with Israel,” and it is heartening to see that Jewish
groups from across the spectrum are joining together in support
of Israel just as a wave of terror has again swept over the Jewish
state. However, it is easy to be opposed to terror; a decent but
passive man like Noah could support that. But will we be willing
to speak up if the administration again pressures Israel to make
dangerous concessions, while asking virtually nothing of the
Palestinians in return? Will we be willing to speak up if the
administration looks the other way as Iran breaks the agreement?

As descendants of Abraham our mission is to confront
evil and to teach goodness, and Israel has been a beacon of
goodness in a very bad region. G-d declares that he loves
Abraham because “he teaches his children and household the
ways of the Lord.” Senator “Scoop” Jackson of blessed memory
was once asked why he had championed the issue of Soviet
Jewry being that there was not much incentive for him to do so
as a representative of the state of Washington. He explained that
as a teenager he had worked in a store owned by a Jewish man
and that this man was subjected to much anti-Semitism. Despite
this, the man had always treated him well. Therefore, Jackson
decided that whenever he had the opportunity to ease the

(Continued on page 3)
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A TREAT FOR THE CONGREGATION

CHANUKAH DINNER o

A SPECIAL Chanukah Dinner with all the trimmings
Shabbat Services, a delicious Shabbat dinner
ALL with our Hebrew School, Families and Friends
THERE IS NO BETTER WAY TO CELEBRATE

DECEMBER 11th, 2015

Dinner will follow immediately after 6:00 pm services
led by AKSE Community Hebrew School

Reservations required — and must be paid for in advance.
Paid reservations to AKSE office

Reservations paid by December 4™
Adults $18.00
Children: (6-12) $9.00 and children under 5 free
FAMILIES: (2 Adults and 2 Kids) - $45.00 Additional children $7.00 each

ABSOLUTELY NO RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER
DECEMBER 4, 2015

Hope to see you all there,
any questions call Rhonda Shulman, 302-479-9789
or AKSE Office at 302 762 2705

(Continued firom page 2)
suffering of Jews, he would. This 1s a great example of how small actions can change the world
for the better. The next time you hear someone criticizing Israel, speak up. For all you know the
next “Scoop” Jackson may be listening and you may be helping to create a powerful friend of the
Jewish people.

I would like to conclude by asking you to join me in the singing of the Hatikvah (Israel’s
national anthem), not as a political statement but as a prayer. The Hatikvah is a modern psalm. It
expresses the Jewish longing to return to Zion just as Psalm 126 expresses the desire of the
ancient Jews of Babylon to return to Zion. Let us take action and unite in prayer with Jews
around the world as we pray for the wellbeing of the Jewish state. And let us remember that we
are not spiritual descendants of Noah but of Abraham and we must act!
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CHAI CLUB

ON BEHALF OF THE CHAI CLUB, JEFF AND DIANNE WANT TO THANK
ALL OF THOSE LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR MOST GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTIONS.

RAALR
THE CONTRIBUTIONS WILL KEEP OUR AKSE STRIVING.
WE ARE A BIG FAMILY WITH ALL THE SAME GOALS. MAY THIS YEAR BE FILLED WITH
HAPPINESS, GOOD HEALTH AND SAFETY.

IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN THE CHAI CLUB. CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE SENT INTO
THE AKSE OFFICE AT ANY TIME.

JOEL AND BARBARA ROISMAN
REX AND HUGUETTE PIHA
JUNE KLEBAN

JACOB HOFFMAN

ALAN AND VIVIAN GOLDBERG
SHIRLEY FISCH

NEAL AND BARBARA COHN
EILEEN COHEN

MORTON AND ROBERTA BROWN
LOUIS AND FAITH BROWN
ALAN BLEIER

HARRIET AINBINDER

GERALD AND SANDRA TURNAUER
ELLIOTT AND MITZI ECHT
BARBARA SCHOENBERG
JEFFREY AND DIANNE SEIDEL
EUGENE AND GAIL TOLPIN
MELVYN AND ROBERTA WOLOSHIN
DAVID AND SUSAN EPSTEIN
RACHEL EPSTEIN

PERRY AND SHEILA GOLDLUST
PAUL AND RITA GOTTESMAN

KEVIN AND LAWREN GROSS
JONATHAN JAFFE

RONALD AND MOLLIE MAKAR
HAROLD AND NAN PEZZNER

JULIUS AND SHEILA BERMAN
FRED AND SHOSHANA BERESKIN
MARK AND SYLVIA WAGMAN
PHILIP AND WENDY SHLOSSMAN

MAX AND JUDITH ROSENBERG

AGAIN WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
DIANNE AND JEFF SEIDELL CHAIRPERSONS

NOVEMBER 14, 2015 SHABBAT SERVICES SCHEDULE

As reported in detail in the September Shofar, AKSE will introduce a Partnership Minyan Service on
November 14, Shabbat Toldot. There will be the usual service at 8:00 am, followed by the Partnership Minyan
Service at 10:00 am. At the Partnership Minyan service men and women will read Torah and women will lead
other parts of the service in which men alone are not obligated. This service will have a mechitza and there is no
mixed seating. Men can fulfill their Halachic obligation to pray in the Partnership Minyan.

For those not attending the Partnership Minyan Service, there will be a traditional Kiddush in the Centennial
Room following the 8:00 am service. For those attending the Partnership Minyan Service, there will be a
sponsored Kiddush in the social hall, with hand washing, following that service.

If there are any questions, please call the office at 302 762 2705 or email me at Prez@akse.org

Johathanh Jaffe

SISTERHOOD SEEKS HAMANTASHEN INGREDIENTS:

AKSE Sisterhood needs Hamantashen dough ingredient donations so we can get a head start on making dough.
We appreciate the donation of any of the following, all with acceptable Hechshers: Eggs, Wesson regular
vegetable oil, Flour and Sugar, Gallon Zip Lock Bags, vegetable baking or cooking spray. Donations may be left
in the kitchen. Please mark the bag for Sisterhood Hamantashen Project. Monetary or Grocery Store Gift Cards
are always appreciated to help reduce our cost. Money or gift cards can be given to the office staff for
Sisterhood. Thanks in advance from the Hamantashen Project
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Shalom Chaverim

On October 3, 2015, Juliana Lucia Castillo became a Bat Mitzvah at an AKSE Women'’s
Tefillah Service. Her father, Matt Castillo, gave those in attendance a wonderful talk, and, at
the request of many who were there and wanted a way to somehow capture his thoughts,
and with his gracious permission, his remarks are reproduced below.

Shabbat Shalom,

Today, we are gathered together to witness and celebrate a very important milestone in Juliana’s spiritual
journey.

For the past 6 years, she has been coming to this synagogue to learn about Judaism and Hebrew. She always
looked forward to her time here, and tried to attend as much of it as possible. She was not able to attend as much
as she would have liked because of her music and family engagements, but otherwise, she always tried to be
present. In January of this year, she started preparing for her Bat Mitzvah. You may have noticed that we've been
attending Shabbat morning services more frequently these past few months, and I would like to let you all know
that the initiative came from Juliana. She asked if we could start attending services more and we gladly agreed.

I thought I'd share with you how it all started. ..

Rhonda and I decided early on to raise Juliana Jewish. Rhonda read Juliana many books about Judaism and tried
to have a Jewish home. When Juliana turned 4, we started making Shabbat more special with china service, a
white satin tablecloth, and beautiful Judaica. Rhonda would say the blessing for the candles and daughter, and I
would recite “The Woman of Valor”, followed by the Kiddush, handwashing, and Motzi. Shortly after beginning
the meal, we would ask each other the question “What are we grateful for?” After we finished dinner, we would
read and discuss the parsha for the week, concluding with another reading and discussion of an additional source
of Jewish writing such as the Bible stories, Jewish history, and folk tales. Through the years, celebrating Shabbat
at home has become very special for us and we look forward to it.

When she turned 6, Rhonda asked Juliana if she would like to go to Hebrew school. After looking at the
websites of several Hebrew schools in the area, we were fortunate enough to find AKSE, a welcoming
synagogue that advocated a traditional education. Rhonda grew up in a very secular home and did not have the
opportunity to be part of a synagogue or have any Hebrew education.

She felt that a firm foundation in traditional Hebrew would benefit Juliana and thought it would be great if she
could lead services in any synagogue anywhere in the world.

Juliana loved attending Hebrew school to the point of being upset when there were snow days. I remember she
would tell us to call Gail to ask for makeup days. She always looked forward to the classes and her excitement
was evident every time we dropped her off.

So today is Sabbath and, just like any other Sabbath, I ask myself “What am I grateful for?”

I would say that there is a lot to be grateful for.

I am grateful for family and friends that have joined us today, some coming from quite a distance.
I am grateful for Rabbi Saks and the AKSE congregation.

In the AKSE homepage it is written:

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued firom page 5)
“We are an embracing, engaging and enriching congregation and welcome you wherever you are in your spiritual
journey.”

Rabbi Saks and congregants, you have succeeded in building a welcoming Jewish community and all of you have
truly made us feel at home.

You have all been true to your words.

I am grateful for all the teachers in the Hebrew School, especially Gail Weinberg and Karen Moss, for your
dedication and passion for teaching. You are all remarkable.

I am grateful for Rhonda.

During services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, I was glancing through the High Holiday Prayer Book and
came across some phrases that caught my attention. These were:

“...permeate an atmosphere of a Jewish home.”

“...inculcate in the child a love for synagogue and Jewish learning.”

“It 1s the mother’s responsibility to create the child’s interest in religious education.”
“The future of Judaism rests in the hands of the mother.”

And last but not the least, I am grateful for Juliana.

Juliana, I am grateful not only for what you've accomplished today, but also for how you have embraced your
faith.

Your mother and I started you on this path but you did most of it on your own. We tried to help you as much as
we could, but our ability was greatly limited.

You have shown kindness, hard work and determination in your spiritual journey. Your vigor and passion in
embracing your faith is inspiring. You have certainly touched me on my spiritual journey and for that I am also
very grateful.

I love you and I am very proud of you. Mazel Tov.

AKSE SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP

READY FOR YOUR CHANUKAH SHOPPING
ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS ARE IN
AND SPECIAL 20% OFF ON CHANUKAH ITEMS

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
(some candles not on sale), (limited time for sale, in stock only)

interested in helping in the store, please call Dianne 302-479-0490
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WASHINGTON BLVD. and TORAH DRIVE
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802
PHONE: 762-2705

AKSE SISTERHOOD CALENDAR 2015-2016

Friday, December 11, 2015 Shabbat Dinner Please see page 3 for info
Friday, January 29, 2016 Federation Shabbat at AKSE
Saturday, February 20, 2016 Community Event @ Beth Shalom
Sunday, February 28, 2016 Joint Men’s Club Breakfast
March 2016 Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen
Sunday, May 15, 2016 Closing Event
! n
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Sisterhood October 1 1

Welcome Back Brunch

Judy Berlin, Chef extraordinaire. Judy,
thank you for all that you do!!

Mazel Tov Clara Mattes, raffle winner

Speaker Mark Brodinsky with parents
and his aunt and uncle, our own Faith
& Lou Brown

Thank you to Mark Brodinsky for an
enlightening presentation!

All
photographs
By Sylvia
Wagman
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AKSE Community Hebrew School—High Holiday Preparations
All photos by Gail Weinberg

Making apple cake for a
sweet year

Having fun in class

Shofar Blowing

Dear AKSE Community:

Are transportation issues preventing you from attending synagogue events? We may be able to resolve that
problem. There are members who might be able to provide transportation. Please call the office at 302 762 2705
or email to office@akse.org and explain your situation and or transportation need. We will try and line up
someone to help. This is not envisioned as a short notice or immediate problem solution, but rather a foreseen
situation, where with phone calls and some planning a solution might be possible.

Please let us know if we can help.

AKSE Board of Governors
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