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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 
PURIM 

 
Wednesday, March 20 

Fast of Esther  
begins 5:43 am, ends 7:44 pm 

Shacharit 7:00 am 
Mincha Maariv 6:45 pm 

  
 

Megillah reading approximately 8:00 pm 
  

Costume parade (adults and kids), 
then collect your Shalach Manot 

good wishes and treats 
  

Thursday, March 21 
Shacharit 7:00 am, with 

Megillah reading approximately 7:30 am 
 
 

Followed by 
Purim Seudah at 4:00 pm 

Pizza and Snacks 
Mincha Service 5:30 pm 

 
Reservations are requested for Seudah  

so we can have enough food.  
Please contact the office at 302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org 

 

Please see the flyer on page 4 showing how to participate in 
this yearôs AKSE Sisterhood Shalach Manot Program.  

  

Please note that all services and activities are now at our transitional home 
at 1801 Baynard Blvd. Our services will generally take place in the sanctuary. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

Transitional Home 
1801 Baynard Blvd. 

Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 
Mailing Address 

4412  Washington Blvd.  
Wilmington, DE 19802 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Alan Bleier,  President 
 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 
 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 
 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

AKSE -CBS Joint Session  to host 
Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester  

on March 16  

 
S ha l o m  C h av e r  i m : 

 
        Members of Congress are not the only ones who can 

hold a joint session. On Saturday, March 16 at 11:30 a.m., 

AKSE and CBS will join together in the main sanctuary in 
our own version of a joint session  to welcome Delawareõs 

Representative in Congress, Lisa Blunt Rochester. Blunt 

Rochester is an engaging figure who made history by 
becoming the first woman and the first African American to 

represent the First State in Congress.  She has turned to 

Jewish communal leader David Margules, among others, 

to increase her knowledge of issues relating to the vital 
U.S. -Israel alliance. We can all be part of that important 

effort.  

This session will be a wonderful opportunity for you to 

hear our energetic representative, ask questions of concern 
to the Jewish community, and get her thoughts on issues 

such as:  

The newly formed pro -Israel group Democratic Majority 
for Israel  

Anti -BDS legislation that passed the Senate and is 

headed to the House  

Israeli ð Palestinian relations  

Securing houses of worship, particularly in light of the 

Pittsburgh massacre  

         

After concluding services, AKSE and CBS will co -host 

their congregants and Representative Blunt Rochester for 
Kiddush luncheon in the social hall, where she will lead a   

Q-and -A session over a delicious kosher buffet.  Donõt miss 

this opportunity to hear her Shabbat address and help give 
Rep. Blunt Rochester a warm Shabbat welcome from the 

Jewish community of Delaware. I would like to thank Rabbi 

Beals and Congregation Beth Shalom for co -hosting this 

event with us.  

Please make every effort to attend as it is vital that we 
make our voices heard. As we prepare to celebrate Purim we 

should remember that the Jewish people were saved from 

Haman because of Estherõs political involvement.  

Purim Sameach, Rabbi Saks  
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Dear Fellow Congregants: 
 
ITôS HAPPENING - As I write this contribution to the Shofar, we have just concluded 
our first week of religious services in our transitional period in the CBS Building.  Mel 
Zussman oversaw and coordinated the move of the items that made this first week a 
success.  Thank you, Mel. 
 
In our interim home, Rabbi Saksôs weekly classes are now underway, and Eleanor Weinglass 
has begun her Siddur-oriented Learn to Read Hebrew classes on Shabbat mornings, starting 
at 9:15 AM and at 10:15 AM, respectively for beginning and advanced level students.  
Rehearsals for Caf® Tamar are proceeding, and preliminary discussions for identifying a 
venue for High Holiday Services have taken place.  So far, so good! 
 
To mark our first week sharing space in the CBS building, the CBS Religious Life Committee, the counterpart to 
our Ritual Committee, hosted AKSE in a Shabbat Kiddush Luncheon on Saturday, February 16th.  It was a 
wonderful welcome event, and the hospitality shown was much appreciated by the AKSE congregants in 
attendance. 
 
Key AKSE operations, such as the Rabbiôs Office, Business Office, and Kitchen are scheduled to be moved 
before the end of February.  The Synagogueôs telephone numbers have moved with us to the CBS Building.  
AKSE will rent a post office box to be used as the official mailing address, and I anticipate that you will already 
have been notified of the full, new mailing address by the time you read this note.  Lastly regarding the move 
itself, the closing on the sale of the building will either have also happened when you read this article or it will be 
imminent.  We thank Jonathan Jaffe for his leadership in bringing the sale to fruition. 
 
The one individual most responsible for the successful move underway is Paula Gordon.  She has, over the past 
year or so, overseen the cataloguing of inventory in our Synagogue, coordinated the donation of many items, the 
streamlining of the Library and education materials, worked with the clergy, the Office, the Kitchen, and other 
groups within AKSE.  Paula has also expertly developed storage plans and managed a cadre of volunteers who 
removed affixed religious items, such as memorial plaques and mezuzot, and attended to the general packing of 
items for the move to the CBS Building or to storage.  We are grateful, Paula, for the work you have done and 
continue to do for AKSE.  Thank you. 
 
As I wrote last month, I urge each of you to be engaged, to stay informed, and to be assured that I welcome your 
comments and suggestions during this interim period. 
 
Two objectives, among those I identified in the February issue of the Shofar, build on people-oriented 
relationships.  They are: 
 
To maintain our core identity as an inclusive traditional congregational family in which each member and 
visitor feels welcome and can endeavor to grow Jewishly at his or her own pace and comfort level, 

 
and   
 
To strengthen our relationship with our host congregation by pursuing suitable joint activities, including our 
already successful, twice-weekly Community Minyanim, the Community Seders established and led by 
Rabbi Saks, and fellowship in other areas such as Kiddushim and learning opportunities 

 
In order to accomplish these goals, your participation is vital.  Please pledge to contribute to our success in 
achieving these goals by selecting an interest - religious, educational, or social - through which you or a family 
member will increase your participation in AKSE activities. Your involvement will also assist our effort to identify 
a suitable permanent facility for our shul. 
 
Shalom!  Alˉʘ 
A_Bleier@verizon.net 
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A big thank you to all the people that 
helped make the January 19 AKSE Academy 

such a wonderful success. 
 
Steering Committee: 
Irene Plotzker, Faith Brown,  Elizabeth Davis, and Harriet 
Ainbinder (ex officio) 
Speakers: Alan Bleier, Paula Gordon, Ann Jaffe, Mark Wagman, 
Sylvia Wagman, and Jaidy Schweers  
A/V: Ron Makar and Mark Wagman 
Photography: Jonathan Jaffe 
Refreshments: Cathy Vinograd 
Desk: Marty Zukoff and Rich Plotzker 
Program: Dawn Abukasis 
Set-up & Clean-Up: Cliff Packer 

  An evening of learning at the Ninth Annual 

] AKSE ACADEMY  ] 

Jewish Poland: Past and Present (Mark & Sylvia 
 Wagman)  

Building a Community: The Evolution of j-VOICE 
Monthly (Jaidy Schweers) 
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Hidden 
Treasures: 
Exploring 
AKSE's 
Archives 
(Paula 
Gordon) 

Life in the 
Shtetl before 
the War (Ann 
Jaffe)  

Pirkei Avot,  
The Sages, and 
Seeking a 
Mensch-Like 
Life (Alan 
Bleier) 
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Community bids farewell to AKSE building 
     On February 3, AKSE members and guests attended a farewell ceremony to our building at 4412 Washington 
Blvd. Memories, long ago and recent were shared by many speakers. The theme of ñwe are a congregation, not a 
buildingò and G-d ñresides within us and our communityï not bricksò was also stressed. The Torah scrolls were 
carried out of the ark, headed to their new transitional home at the CBS Building, 1801 Baynard Blvd. Members 
of the AKSE High Holiday Choir sang some traditional songs and a Fiddler on the Roof tune modified to fit the 
farewell occasion.   

Top: AKSE High Holiday Choir.      Left: Judge Kevin Gross     Right: Rabbi Peter Grumbacher of Beth Emeth 
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Top Photo: Helen Gordon   At Left. Shirley Fisch 
Above: Harriet Ainbinder 


