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Vol. XLVIII No. 10                              THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                           JUNE 2021 

                   FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Zoom connection info and full listing of virtual events on page 3 

Annual Congregational MeetingðWednesday, June 16 at 7:30 PM 
(look for special mailing with details) 

IN-PERSON SHABBAT SERVICES ARE BACK IN JUNE!!! 
 
The AKSE Health Committee met recently to review the successful in-person outdoor Shavuot 
services and to consider the impact of rapidly changing guidance from the CDC and State of 
Delaware. The committee has concluded that it is now safe for us to meet indoors 
in our new building for services, with the following guidelines: 
Masks 
Á Optional for fully vaccinated individuals 
Á Mandatory for unvaccinated individuals 
Distancing 
Á No limitation for fully vaccinated individuals living together 
Á Maintain 3-ft separation for fully vaccinated individuals not living together 
Á Maintain 6-ft separation for unvaccinated individuals 
Hand sanitizers, masks, and gloves will be available for anyone. Air purifiers will 
be used, and windows opened for improved ventilation consistent with comfort. 
For the time being, it is also recommended that we limit loud singing. 
 
We have decided to hold in-person indoor services in our new building at 2412 Pennsylvania 
Avenue for two Shabbatot in June: June 11-12 and June 25-26. Both Rabbi Saks and Cantor 
Redfern will be present for a full schedule of services as follows: 
 
Friday, June 11 at 6:30 PM  Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat, Maôariv 
Saturday, June 12 at 9 AM  Shacharit, Torah reading, Musaf 
Saturday, June 12 at 8 PM  Mincha, Torah reading, study session 
Saturday, June 12 at 9:20 PM  Maôariv, Havdallah 
 
Friday, June 25 at 6:30 PM  Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat, Maôariv 
Saturday, June 26 at 9 AM  Shacharit, Torah reading, Musaf 
Saturday, June 26 at 8 PM  Mincha, Torah reading, study session 
Saturday, June 26 at 9:20 PM  Maôariv, Havdallah 
 
No sign up is needed. For those who cannot attend in person, connection via Zoom will be 
available for services taking place before (Fri. at 6:30 PM) and after (Sat. at 9:20 PM) Shabbat. 

Yes, itüs time to 
order your Rosh 
Hashanah honey. 
See pages 8 & 9. 
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Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
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Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  
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The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe Shofar Editor 
Mark Wagman Asst. Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Rabbi Saksô Message 
 
Shalom Chaverim, 
 

The matsav (situation) in Israel is deeply troubling. As I write this on 
May 14, again our brothers and sisters in Israel have been forced by 
terrorists to take refuge in shelters. It remains to be seen if hostility will 
have ended by the time you receive this letter in the Shofar. Even if 
there is a ceasefire, my request is an important one because Israelôs foes 
will use such a quiet period to prepare for another round of violence. 
 
We must show our solidarity with our fellow Jews who are on the front 
line of our battle, the battle for the one Jewish State. Not only is it 
important that Israel receive support from diaspora Jewry, it is also 
important that we in the diaspora feel that we have a role in preserving 
the Jewish homeland.  
 
I am asking that you donate to my discretionary fund so I can make a 
generous contribution to The Bayit Brigade on behalf of Adas Kodesch 
Shel Emeth. The Bayit Brigade helps Lone Soldiers (people who move 
to Israel without family and serve in the army) find a home. I have 
chosen this organization because of the wonderful work it does and 
because there is a Delaware connectionðMara Seidel, daughter of Jeff 
& Dianne. Mara made aliyah and now works for the Bayit Brigade. By 
supporting this organization, we are supporting Israel and olim (those 
who immigrate there). 
 
Aaron Loyn, president and founder of the Bayit Brigade, reported 
during the first week of the conflict: 
ñWe are taking steps on the ground to support our soldiers. We have 
one new soldier that was called to the Gaza border within the last 24 
hours. He was in the process of moving and was unable to move his 
belongings into his room. We are working hard to furnish and complete 
his room so he'll have a personal space to return to where he can rest 
and regroup. It's with the ongoing support of our donors that we are able 
to ensure everything will be in place for his heroic return. Thank you.ò 
 
For more information about the Bayit Brigade, please visit https://
www.bayitbrigade.org. Mara and the Bayit Brigade were also featured 
in the May Shofar. 
 
Thank you for joining me in showing our support for Medinat Yisrael 
(the State of Israel). 
 
To contribute please make out a check to: 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, AKSE 
Memo: Bayit Brigade 
and send to: 
AKSE, 2412 Pennsylvania Ave., Wilmington, DE 19806 
 
Todah Rabbah & Am Yisrael Chai, 

Rabbi Steven Saks 
stevensaks5@gmail.com 
302.494.7928 

https://www.bayitbrigade.org
https://www.bayitbrigade.org
mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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AKSE ZOOM EVENTS FOR JUNE 

 
 

ONGOING VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

WednesdaysðParsha & Pizza - Mincha at 5:45 PM; class at 6 PM 
(6/2, 6/9, 6/23, 6/30) 

ThursdaysðHistory ClassðDead Sea Scrolls - Mincha at 5:45 
PM; class at 6 PM (6/3, 6/10, 6/24) 

Fridays at 6:30 PMðKabbalat Shabbat, Torah reading (1st 
Aliyah), Dôvar Torah (6/4, 6/18); Kabbalat Shabbat with in-person 
service until Mizmor Shir LôShabbat (6/11, 6/25) 

Saturday NightsðMaôariv, Havdallah (6/5, 6/19 at 9:30 PM); 
Maôariv, Havdallah with in-person service (6/12, 6/26 at 9:20 PM) 

 

HOW TO CONNECT TO ALL AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS 
Two options: 

 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join 
Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, 6/9 at 3 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club) 

Thursday, 6/10 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh 
TAMMUZ) 

Friday, 6/11 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh TAMMUZ) 

Wednesday, 6/16 at 7:30 PMðAnnual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, 6/27 at 9 AMðShacharit (Fast of 17 Tammuz)ð              
in-person and Zoom 

Sunday, 6/27 at 6:30 PMðMincha/Maôariv (Fast of 17 Tammuz)ð
in-person and Zoom 
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These popular ñquickò services will continue in JUNE (weather permitting).  
 

Here are the particulars: 
DayðTuesdaysðJUNE 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 (Timeð3:30 PM) 
PlaceðSiegel JCC, outside by the far parking lot beyond the swimming pool 
 

If you would like to sit during the service, please bring a lawn chair or other portable chair; also, 
please bring your siddur. Consistent with current CDC regulations, mask wearing is only 
required for those who are not fully vaccinated. 
 

If you plan to attend, please let Rabbi Saks know by texting or phoning him at 302-494-7928 or 
emailing him at stevensaks5@gmail.com. That way we can ensure a minyan and also inform you 
of any changes due to weather. A decision will be made by 12 noon on the day of the service in case 
of inclement weather. 

OUTDOOR MINCHA SERVICE 
Join us for a weekly get-together in JUNE 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JUNE 
 

Shabbat Services (details on page 1) 
Friday and Saturday, June 11 and 12 
Friday and Saturday, June 25 and 26 
 

Fast of 17 Tammuz Services (in-person and Zoom) 
Sunday, June 27 at 9 AMñShacharit 
Sunday, June 27 at 6:30 PMñMincha/Maõariv 
 
These services will take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Please note that mask wearing is only required for those who 
are not fully vaccinated. 

Our Chapel:  

Potential Configura-
tion Shown; Aron 
and Unit on Left 
Wall donated by 
Barney & Claire 
Kantar  

Photo courtesy of 
Kathleen Taylor 

mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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Presidentôs Message 
 

Dear Fellow Congregants: 

A Shavuot Success! 

Adas Kodeschôs in-person services for Shavuot were held on Monday and 
Tuesday, May 17 and 18. Everyone who attended celebrated and was grateful for 
the ability to participate. For the first time, Rabbi Saks and Cantor Redfern stayed 
in our new home over the holiday. 

I extend a heartfelt Yasher Koach to the many individuals who worked to ensure a successful service 
each morning. Many people contributed. Their efforts addressed diverse issues: health concerns, the 
streamlining of the services to a Halachically valid and meaningful ritual activity, the preparation of 
Shavuot cheesecake treats, logistics for the effective use of the parking lot including an inclement-
weather backup plan, preparation of the building for our clergy, and the application/notification 
process for attendees. Above all, Todah Rabbah to all congregants who attended. 

KadimaðMoving Forward! 

Building on this achievement for Shavuot, the Leadership is planning other in-person events for the 
period between now and the High Holidays. Both indoor and outdoor activities are being planned. 
See page 1 for details of our next stepðShabbat services in our building two times in June. 

With the guidelines of the CDC and the State of Delaware changing rapidly these days, the Health 
Committee, the clergy, the Ritual Committee, and the Board of Governors will be increasingly 
involved in setting the path forward toward a new ñnormalò routine for us. 

Contributing to this transition, Adas Kodesch moved many of our stored items to our new location on 
Thursday, May 20. The Chapel is taking shape. It now contains an attractive new unit, donated to 
AKSE by Barney and Claire Kantor (CBS members), that is being transformed into an Aron Kodesch 
and the Shulchan from the sanctuary at 4412 Washington Blvd. Please see some pictures of our 
new home at the end of this article.  

The Aron Kodesch from the Centennial Room at #4412 will be used in Miller Hall. Brian Appelbaum 
(also a CBS member) is fabricating a base cabinet on 6 casters for the Aron that will permit its easy 
movement between Miller Hall and the room in which it will be stored between AKSE events in that 
hall. Brian does quality work - if you have been to the Alan Schoenberg Memorial Building on Foulk 
Road, you may have seen its Shulchan which he built. We are excited that Brian is helping us in our 
transition to 2412 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

As we move into June, please be aware that I am asking for congregants to volunteer in various 
ways: unpacking items moved from storage, cataloguing siddurim and other prayer items, decorating 
the building, and attending to other needs. 

Annual Meeting in June 

Also, the Annual Meeting will be held Wednesday, June 16, 2021. It will be a Zoom meeting. The 
mailing for it, including the agenda and other materials, ought to arrive early in the month. Added to 
many of the usual agenda topics will also be a discussion of plans to celebrate our new home and to 
solicit your ideas for what you would like Adas Kodesch to do at this exciting time in our new 
location. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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With Hashemôs guidance and support as Adas Kodesch begins a new chapter, let us say Chazak 
Chazak Vônitchazek (ñLet us be strong, let us be strong, and let us strengthen others as well.ò) 

Kol Tov and Shalom, 

  Alˉʘ 
A_Bleier@verizon.net 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

Social Hall: 
Double doors 
shown on left 
will be used as 
the main 
entrance when 
services are 
being held. 
 
Photo courtesy 
of Dianne Seidel 

Front 
Entrance:  
2412 
Pennsylvania 
Ave. 
 
Photo courtesy 
of Dianne Seidel 

See photo of Chapel with furniture on page 4. 

 

mailto:A_Bleier@verizon.net
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Rabbiôs Office: 
(second floor) 
Desk to far left 
 
Photo courtesy 
of Dianne Seidel 

Business Office: 
(second floor) Left 
- Sharon Marshall,  
Secretary;  
Right - Desk for  
Kathleen Taylor, 
Bookkeeper 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Dianne Seidel 

Kitchen: Fall 
2020, prior to 
move-in 

Photo courtesy 
of Ron Makar  
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Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
fellow AKSE members: 
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Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
non-member family and friends: 
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RALLY FOR ISRAEL AND AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM 
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021 IN PHILADELPHIA 

(Photos provided by Sylvia Wagman) 

(L to R)  
Sylvia Wagman,  
Eynat Gutman,  
Rabbi Saks,  
Seth Bloom, and  
Karen Moss 

(L to R)  
Rabbi Saks, 
Sylvia Wagman,  
Susan Warner, 
David Warner, and 
Karen Moss 

Approx. 300 
gathered under the 
Israeli flag on 
Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway to show 
their support. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

CAFÉ TAMAR RETURNS 

(ALBEIT NEXT YEAR) 

SUNDAY, MAY  29, 2022  

JCC AUDITORIUM  

      " PM7*QP/ PB >BQ *MBW@ 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is 
meeting monthly. Please join us on JUNE 9 at 
3:00 p.m. for a Hebrew speaking/reading/
understanding session. The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help 
each other.  

L'hitraot!     Use the AKSE Zoom link (see page 3) 



                                                                            PAGE   12 JUNE 2021 

 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 
We just concluded reading Vayikra, which deals with the construction and 
maintenance of the Mishkan (Tabernacle). At our Parsha & Pizza class for Parshat 
Bômidbar, we learned about how the Kohanim and Leviôim were charged with the 
holy work of caring for the Tabernacle (and later the Temple). Those who have toiled 
to prepare our new AKSE home have continued to perform the holy work of the 
Kohanim and Leviôim. On behalf of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, I thank you for 
helping our extended family find its way home by preparing our new home. Your 
efforts are invaluable to our congregation and deeply appreciated. 
 
Todah Rabbah, 
Rabbi Steven Saks 

Dear AKSE New Home Committee, 
 
Roberta and I greatly appreciate the marvelous job that the committee did on 
fashioning and meticulously arranging my room in our beautiful new building. We 
visited our new synagogue for the first time yesterday (5/11), and we were very happy 
to see how well arranged were the furnishings and every room on every floor.  
 
So many people volunteered their time and effort to make our new home warm, 
welcoming, truly ñhemische.ò We appreciate it very much. 
 
The Torah says in Parshat Tôrumah, when Hashem speaks to Moshe Rabeynu, saying: Vôasoo Li Mikdash; 
Vôshachanti Bôtocham. They shall make a Sanctuary for Me - so that I will dwell among them. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone on Shavuot and in the coming months on Shabbat. 
 
 Lôhitraot 
Sincerely, 
Cantor Yehoshua Redfern 

NEW HOME APPRECIATION 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 
Baruch Hashem (Praise God) things are gradually opening up again. Life was drastically altered by the 
pandemic, which forced businesses to adjust accordingly. As we gradually begin to return to some form of 
normality, The Kenny Family Shoprite would like to hear from you so they can serve you in the best possible 
manner. Please let Shoprite know what type of products you are looking to see in the Kosher deli, bakery and 
store in general by contacting: Benjamin Simons at 302-225-6880 ext. 2121, ben.simons@wakefern.com 
 
Of course, you can always bring any suggestions to me as I am happy to facilitate a strong relationship with 
Shoprite, which provides a wonderful service for us and our community. 
 
Todah Rabbah, 
Rabbi Steven Saks 
302-762-2705 
rabbi@akse.org 

SHOPRITE 


