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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

  An evening of learning at the NinthAnnual 

] AKSE ACADEMY  ] 

 

Saturday, January 27th, 2018, 6:30-9:30 pm at AKSE 

Still a bargain at $12 ($10 if preregistered by January 25
th
) 

Open to the community!  Invite your friends! Book Giveaway! 
 

   6:30 Registration, book giveaway, snacking, schmoozing 

   6:45 First session ï choose one 

   U.S. Immigration and Detention: What Has Changed?  

  (Amanda Doroshow)                   

          Growing up Jewish in the USSR  

   (Paul Gottesman)  

    7:45 Second session - choose one 

 Black and Jewish in Americañ Part 2  
    (Rake Israel)  
 Why So Many Jews Are Liberal   

    (Joel Chodos) 

    8:45 Third session - choose one 

 The Opposite of Faith; Why We Believe the Things We Do  

  (Thomas Leitch)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Antisemitism: The Unmasking and Rise of Historyõs Longest Hate  

    (John Elzufon)            
 

Please call the AKSE office at 302-762-2705 to preregister. Preregistration is encouraged but not required.   
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Shalom Chaverim,  
 Please find below my article which was published in the 
News Journal regarding President Trumpõs decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israelõs capital and relocate the U.S. 
embassy to Jerusalem. Though I understand that some will 
disagree with my views, I nevertheless present my views to 
you because our tradition celebrates Machloket (intellectual 
dispute) as long as it is argued Lõshem Shamayim (for the 
sake of heaven). In other words, the point of the argument 
should not be to win the argument but to serve heaven. 
Though we may have differing views regarding Israel, if we 
remember that we all love and want the best for Israel, we 
should be able to civilly share our views with each other 
regarding our homeland.  
 
Think Again: Trumpõs Jerusalem Decision May Actually 

Revitalize the Peace Process  
Rabbi Steven Saks  

Conventional wisdom is that President Trumpõs 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israelõs capital and decision to 

move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem will hinder the peace 
process. But this òwisdomó ignores realityñthe reality that 
Jerusalem has been Israelõs capital for 69 years, a reality 

acknowledged by an overwhelming bipartisan majority of 
Congress in passing the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 .  

The true hindrance to the peace process has been a 
Palestinian narrative that refuses to recognize Israelõs right 
to exist. Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud Abbas 

has stated, òThe Palestinians wonõt recognize the 
Jewishness of the State of Israeló and even referred to the 
ancient Jewish Temple in Jerusalem as the òalleged 

temple.ó According to this narrative, the Jewish people 
have no historical connection to Israel and are to be viewed 

as modern crusaders who were gifted land in the Levant 
due to guilt over the Holocaust. This narrative denies 
accounts in the Gospels mentioning the Temple as well as 

overwhelming archeological evidence.  
By acknowledging Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 

Trump has publicly rejected this false narrative and 

instead embraced the historic ties of the Jewish people to 
Israel and Jerusalem. Many have criticized Trump for 

tipping the scale in favor of Israel, but an honest 
assessment reveals that Trump has only balanced the 
scales, and in doing so perhaps found a way to revive a 

process that can finally result in peace.  
For decades and culminating with President 

Obamaõs decision not to veto the one-sided U.N. resolution 
declaring the West Bank and Jerusalem (including even 

(Continued on page 7) 
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AKSE MENõS CLUB BREAKFAST UPDATE AND 
FUTURE BREAKFASTS 

 

Chanan Smith was to talk on December 3 on the Topic of: The Occupation and the 
Settlements.  Unfortunately two funerals and a meal of condolence suddenly had to be 
scheduled that day. Chanan will be rescheduled for sometime in 2018.  

 
Please save the following dates on your calendar:  
 
February 25: Scott Slomowitz; The Real William  
Shakespeare and the Jewish Connection 
 
March 18: Ellen Meyer: J Street, its mission and a 
report on its recent trip to the West Bank.   

 
 

 These interesting talks begin at 10:00 am, preceded by a sumptuous buffet breakfast starting at  
9:30 AM. The cost is $7 if a reservation is made in advance by contacting the office at 302-762-
2705 or office@AKSE.org by 12:45 pm on the Friday preceding the breakfast Sunday. 
Reservations are important so weôll know the number of attendees to prepare for: how much 
food, how many tables, etc. Without a reservation, the cost is $9. Payment is at the door.      

 
Thanks to our kitchen crew: Elizabeth Davis, Maurice Linett, Moshe Vinograd, Jim Marshall and 
Cliff Packer. 

Parsha and Pizza  

 Study Torah with Rabbi Saks and fellow congregants 

Wednesdays following afternoon minyan, about 6 pm.  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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Community Shabbat Dinner @ 5:45 PM 

Shabbat Services @ 7:30 PM with Oneg to follow 

Join our state-wide synagogues from Wilmington, Newark, Dover and Rehoboth Beach at Congregation Beth Shalom. Share the Ruach 
at Federation Shabbat. Kosher Buffet Dinner is $25/per adult and $12/per child(ages 6-13) with a maximum of $67 per family. 
Reservations for dinner are required and must be received no later than January 17th. To RSVP, please send a check to CBS, 1801 
Baynard Blvd., Wilmington, DE 19802. Please contact CBS with any questions at info@cbswilmde.org or 302-654-4462. 

Location: Congregation Beth Shalom, 1801 Baynard Boulevard, Wilmington, Delaware 19802 

For questions please contact: Wendy@ShalomDel.org  (302) 427-2100 

SOME IMPORTANT GOINGS ON WITHIN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

 

Please note: While several members of AKSE leadership and clergy will be present and even 
participating in the Federation Shabbat, we shall also provide our regular 6 p.m. Friday evening 
service at AKSE on January 26. 
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Dear Congregants. Below is a reprint of Mark Wagmanôs article which appeared in the December Jewish Voice 

 

 AKSE Takes Big Step Towards a Smaller Home  

The High Holidays, approached properly, are a time for honest introspection and for making the sometimes 
difficult resolutions that will allow us to proceed towards a better future. This year, congregants at Adas Kodesch 
Shel Emeth felt this purpose not only personally but on behalf of their beloved congregation as well. 

At two well attended congregational meetings in October, synagogue president Jonathan Jaffe reviewed our 
current status and the plans for securing our future. Following a period of spirited discussion and debate at the 
second meeting on October 17, congregants overwhelmingly approved a motion to list our synagogue building at 
4412 Washington Blvd. for sale. This action is a necessary step in the plan to move to a new smaller home that 
will match the current and future needs and resources of the congregation. 

Jaffe recounted that, despite new members joining each year, AKSEôs net membership has declined over a period 
of decades. Two main forces have dominatedðone economic, one religious. Because of the local business 
environment, there has not been a significant influx of Jewish families into the Brandywine Valley for many 
years. This factor has impacted all of the area congregations. 

The other factor is particular to AKSEôs positioning as part of the religious center of Judaism. There has been a 
long-term trend of increased polarization of Jewish religious life in America. The Conservative movement has 
moved to the left closer to the Reconstructionist and Reform movements, while the mainstream Orthodox 
movement has moved further to the right. This split has left Traditional congregations like AKSE with both the 
challenge and the opportunity of filling the gap. 

AKSEôs current synagogue building is an impressive one, designed by the leading synagogue architect and 
innovator of modern synagogue design, Percival Goodman. It has been a significant asset both for the 
congregation and the community. Dedicated in 1963, it was designed for a congregation of 500 families. In 
recent years, however, there has been a growing mismatch between the building and the congregation, which 
now consists of fewer than 200 families. 

In placing our situation in perspective, Jaffe has often reminded us that ñwe are a congregation, not a building.ò 
Rabbi Steven Saks, spiritual leader of AKSE, notes that ñfamilies move yet remain intact. AKSE is a family that 
will do the same.ò Of course, this will not be the first time the congregation has moved. Founded in 1885, Adas 
Kodesch bought the Zion Lutheran Church at Sixth and French Streets in 1898, the first synagogue building in 
Delaware. In 1907, the building was razed, and a new building was dedicated at the site in 1908. In 1959, soon 
after the merger with Chesed Shel Emeth, a building committee was formed, resulting in the construction and 
dedication of our current building on Washington Blvd. 

The decision to list our building for sale is actually the result of several years of review and discussion. 
Moreover, it is only one milestone in our ongoing efforts directed at realizing a new permanent home for the 
congregation. These efforts must take into account the uncertain nature and duration of the transition to a new 
home, including the time until the building is sold, when a new location will be ready, and whether temporary 
facilities will be needed as a bridge. Board member David Epstein acknowledges that we are not alone in this 
major effort: ñWeôre grateful for the support of the larger Jewish community, which has generously offered 
important resources to help smooth our transition.ò 

Faced with the need for change, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth is choosing to create the change rather than have it 
ñhappenò to us. Rabbi Saks sums it up this way: ñWhen change rears its beautiful head, embrace it!ò V.P. 
Education Harriet Ainbinder notes that ñalthough we will be sad to leave our beautiful building, we are looking 
forward to creating a wonderful future for AKSE.ò It helps that the congregation is united in this effort, and, like 
a family, supports one another as we move forward together. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Also, like Judaism itself, the most essential and unique aspects of our congregation are portable. To long-time 
member Faith Brown, these include weekly Parsha and Pizza sessions, Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club), the 
annual Academy evening of learning, an Israeli dance group, a Klezmer Band, and Caf® Tamar, the annual 
musical celebration of Yom Haôatzmaut. To Gladys Gewirtz, our former rebbetzin, and to many congregants, 
what is most important is the ñcontinuity of AKSEôs distinct frameworks of prayer, Torah study, religious 
observance and communal cohesiveness.ò We look forward to continuing these programs and practices at our 
new location. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

PHOTOS 
 
Top 
 
AKSE Caf® Tamar 2012  
Performers at Caf® Tamar, 
AKSEôs annual musical 
celebration of Israel 
Photo by Ben Weitz 
 
 
Right 
 
AKSE 125th anniversary 2010  
 
Congregants and friends 
celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of AKSE 
Photo by Max Rosenberg 
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the Western Wall) to be occupied territory, the 
strategy for achieving peace has been the same 

regardless of which party controls the White House. 
It has been to pressure Israel into making 
concessions while not holding the Palestinians 

accountable for continued terrorism. Feckless pleas 
have done nothing to stop the PA and Hamas from 
inciting and glorifying terror and even rewarding 

terrorists and their families financially. After the 
Oslo Accords were signed in 1993, launching the 

òpeace process,ó terror attacks against Israel 
increased sharply, with a toll now of thousands of Israeli civilians injured and murdered.  

It is no wonder why this strategy has failed; there has been no incentive and no 

pressure for the Palestinians to make concessions. The Palestinians have had the luxury of 
spurning generous Israeli peace overtures such as the one made at Camp David in 2000. 

Frustrated by then PA president Yasser Arafatõs unwillingness even to propose a counter 
offer, President Clinton admonished him, òYou and the Palestinians did not come to this 
summit with sincere intentions.ó Shortly after walking out of the Camp David talks, Arafat 

launched the bloody second Intifada.    
Trumpõs decision is a watershed moment. It puts the Palestinians on notice that the 

failure to negotiate in earnest has negative repercussions. If he remains consistent in his 

message, the Palestinians will realize eventually that they can gain more at the negotiating 
table than by engaging in a war of attrition against Israel through the use of terror and 

unilateral efforts at achieving statehood and demonizing Israel at the U.N.  
It has been said that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing again and again 

and expecting different results. Though I often find myself disappointed with the president, I 

must commend him for stopping the insanity of denying a reality that is obvious to anyone 
who is serious about achieving peace. That is that Jerusalem is and will remain Israelõs 
capital.   

This recognition does not preclude the Israeli government from making future 
concessions even regarding Jerusalem, as Prime Minister Ehud Olmert did in 2008.   Olmert 

was prepared to forgo sovereignty of the Temple Mount, Judaismõs holiest site, proposing 
that the area containing the religious sites in Jerusalem be managed by a special committee 
consisting of representatives from five countries: Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Palestine, the United 

States and Israel.   
Those who are concerned that Trumpõs decision will spur increased terrorist attacks 

should consider Alan Dershowitzõs warning that òterrorists should not have a veto over 
American policy.ó Over the long run what emboldens terrorists the most is success. Holding 
American policy hostage to their threats of violence would be an act of capitulation that 

would only encourage more threats and violence.  

 

Kol Tuv,   Rabbi Steven Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 
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TORAH READERS SCHEDULE  
 
      
          
1/6/2018           AKSE Gentlemen 
1/13/2018         Cantor Redfern 
1/20/2018         Cantor Redfern 
1/27/2018         Cantor Redfern 
2/3/2018           Partnership Minyan 
2/10/2018         Cantor Redfern 
2/17/2018         Cantor Redfern 
2/24/2018         Cantor Redfern 
3/3/2018           AKSE Gentlemen 
3/10/2018         Cantor Redfern 
3/17/2018         Cantor Redfern 
3/24/2018         Cantor Redfern    
3/31/2018         AKSE Gentlemen   / Pesach                   
 
 
 
 

 
SIXTH ANNUAL  

COMMUNITY GAME NIGHT 
 

January 20 th , 2018 
 

7-10 pm 
 

Congregation beth el  
 

Join Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, Congregation Beth Emeth, Congregation 
Beth Shalom, and Temple Beth El friends as they gather together at 

Temple Beth El for the Annual Community Game Night with food, fun and 
cash bar.   Cost: $15 per person  in advance and $18 at the door.   For more 

information contact Temple Beth El at (302) 366 -8330.  


