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AKSE UPDATES AND HAPPENINGS 
 
 

The 12th annual  AKSE  Dec. 25 day of service at Mary Campbell 

Center is on!   20 of us are needed to sit with MCC residents and add 

to their holiday cheer as they open their Christmas 

presents.    Please see page 6 for complete details.  

 
 

 
  

 

Save the Date!  The 11th AKSE ACADEMY will be 
held on Sunday, January 19, 2020, 2:00 pm. to 5:00 
pm. Six classes on different facets of Jewish life. 
Cost: $10 in advance (by Jan. 16), $12 at the door. 
 
 

 
 

 Delaware Jewish Community Bowling event - 
January 18, 2020 7:00-9:30 pm... More info to come.  

Join AKSE and Beth Shalom on Tuesday, December 
24 at 5:30 pm for Chinese Dinner and a Movie - 

Hanukkah Style! Lighting of Chanukiyot will be 
followed by a delicious Chinese buffet dinner and 

then the critically acclaimed film Heading Home: 
The Tale of Team Israel.  Cost per person: $12 ages 

15 and under, $15 ages 16 and over. Please see 
details on page 3.  
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Shalom Chaverim,  

 

          A question was recently posed to me: What is your 
favorite holiday, and why?  

 This is a particularly difficult question to answer, 

because all the holidays are distinct and are beautiful in 
their own way. I met my wife on Purim , so I have an 

emotional attachment to Purim . I love the outdoors, so I 

enjoy long meals in the Sukkah  on a crisp autumn day. And 

who does not experience a sense of pride and relief when we 
finally sit down at a beautiful Seder  and retell the story of 

how G -d actually stepped into history to save us?  

That being said, I am going to have to go with 
Chanukah . Yes, the latkes and the jelly donuts are great. 

And illuminating the darkness of winter cheers everyone up; 

but what is truly inspiring is the symbolism of the lights. In 
our hour of darkness, a small but courageous group of Jews 

fought against overwhelming odds to save Judaism, and 

succeeded with G -dõs help. The reason why I chose 

Chanukah  is because we should not  just view it as an 
ancient eight -day festival commemorating events that took 

place thousands of years ago.  

The strong were given into the hands of the weak; the 
many were given into the hands of the few, as G -d took up 

the grievance of his people and avenged their wrongs. If this 

sounds familiar, it should. These are the words of the Al 
Hanisim  prayer we read on Chanukah . Yom Haõatzmaut is a 
modern -day Chanukah !  In both cases, small groups of 

brave Jews rose up out of the darkness and, with the help of 

G-d, revitalized Judaism and reestablished Jewish 
sovereignty. It is not surprising that the early Zionists loved 

the Hasmoneans (Maccabees), at least the original ones. The 

later ones gave Rome a foothold in Judea, which brought 
Jewish sovereignty to an end.  

 It is important not to lose sight of the fact that the 

Hasmoneans and the modern Zionists understood that the 

Jewish people did not need additional saints; they needed 
heroes. As Yoram Hazony puts it, òBoth are religious men. 

Yet the saint makes a token effort towards power and leaves 

the rest to G -d, while the hero leaves nothing to G -d until he 
reaches exhaustion.ó In fact, the Talmud  cautions that, 

though we believe in miracles, we should not rely on them. 

The Hasmoneans and religious Zionists understood that 
national redemption would not occur simply by divine fiat; 

rather G -d was waiting for his people to initiate the 

redemptive process. According to Buber, òWe can only be 
redeemed to the extent we see ourselves.ó G-d wants us to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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see the possibility of redemption and work towards it.  

 The Hasmoneans were aware of a precedent of taking action to precipitate 

redemption. Remember, though Avraham was initially promised the land, he and his 
descendants had to endeavor mightily to bring G -dõs promise to fruition. Avraham himself 

was twice forced to leave Canaan due to famine, and he had to pay an outrageously large 

sum to obtain a burial plot for his wife in a land that had already been promised to him. 

Yet, Avraham and his offspring did not desist, and several hundred years later the first 
Israelite state was born. Of course, what applied during the time of Avraham, of the 

Hasmoneans, and of the early modern Zionists applies to us. We are charged with taking 

action that will preserve the State of Israel and the Jewish people.  
 We can learn one final thing from the Hasmoneans: Judaism does not ask us to reject 

modernity. The Hasmoneans did not reject all things Greek; rather they rejected those parts 

of Hellenistic culture that interfered with the observance of Judaism. We learn from them 
that we should embrace the outside world, while fiercely protecting our Jewish identity.     

 

Rabbi Saks   

(Continued from page 2) 
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Presidentôs Message 

 

 
 
Dear Fellow Congregants: 

 
As I reported to you in previous articles and in person on Yom Kippur, the 
Permanent-Home Search Committee is aggressively pursuing a new location for 
the Shul.  Progress in our search will be reported to you in a timely fashion.  A Congregational vote will 
ultimately be needed for the move to a permanent home. 
 
Still, because we will have been in our transitional home for 9-to-10 months and, as I write this article, 
our next home has not yet been identified, AKSE will enter negotiations for a follow-on lease 
agreement with Congregation Beth Shalom.  The duration of that arrangement has not yet been set.  
When it is, I will inform you of it. 
 
Turning to Shul activities, as you know from previous issues of the Shofar, the Mobile Minyan was 
successfully held twice during Summer 2019.  Plans to hold monthly Mobile Minyanim are advancing.  
One attractive possibility is that this event can be combined with Parsha & Pizza, if suitable 
arrangements can be made with the off-site location for the kosher pizza consumed at this fun class.  
Stay tuned.  When established, the schedule will appear in the Shofar and regular announcements will 
appear in the Shabbat Newsletter.  

 
Regarding the participation for Parsha & Pizza, we have seen an increase in attendees since 
Summer.  I thank all who attend and participate in this learning activity.  
 
Lastly, several congregants have given me positive feedback regarding my request on Yom Kippur 
that individuals consider attending at least 1 more service or activity each month.  Some have thusly 
responded.  If you are not among those taking this approach to help boost Shul participation, please 
do think about selecting an additional service or activity each month.  The Kol Nidre Supplement, 
available at the AKSE internet site, http://akse.org, under ñQuick Linksò on the left side of the home 
page, offers guidance for selecting an additional service, class, or other activity.  Information for travel 
assistance is also available in the Supplement. 
 
Please contact me, any member of the Board of Governors, or our clergy, to share your thoughts 
about any AKSE issue that concerns you.  We seek and we welcome your guidance. 
 
 

Shalom, 
  Alˉʘ 
A_Bleier@verizon.net 
 
 

http://akse.org
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In November 1940, days after the Nazis sealed 450,000 Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto, a secret 
band of journalists, scholars and community leaders decided to fight back. Led by historian 
Emanuel Ringelblum and known by the code name Oyneg Shabes, this clandestine group 
vowed to defeat Nazi lies and propaganda not with guns or fists but with pen and paper. Now, 
for the first time, their story is told in the documentary film "Who Will Write Our History" 
featuring the voices of three-time Academy Award nominee Joan Allen and Academy Award 
winner Adrien Brody. 
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Gift Cards Delivered to 
 Your Door! 

 
AKSE sells gift cards for  Shop Rite, Giant, and Acme.  
 
Congregants, friends, relatives, and neighbors can call Dianne Seidel (302-479-0490) or Marty Zukoff 
(302-478-4734) for store gift cards. Dianne or Marty will make arrangements to deliver them to you. 
 
Or you can pick them up at the AKSE office at 1801 Baynard Blvd. (Call 302-762-2705 to make sure the 
gift cards you want are "in stock.") 
 
Buy store gift cards from AKSE. 
It doesn't cost extra for you, but it helps AKSE! 

 

COLD?  We are trying to replace our shawls which 
were given away when AKSE moved.  You will find a 
box in the hall outside the Sanctuary.  Please help us 
fill it with shawls you no longer need or want.  

 
 

 Thank you. 

MARY CAMPBELL DAY OF SERVICE  

VOLUNTEER REQUEST  

 

 

     The 12th annual  AKSE  Dec. 25 day of service at 

Mary Campbell Center is on!   20 of us are needed to 

sit with MCC residents and add to their holiday cheer as they open 

their Christmas presents.    For those residents without the manual 

dexterity to open gifts, we will help.    

        Our day starts at 8:15am   with   breakfast  till   8:45am.   

Orientation   a  n  d  announcements  from 8:45am till 9am.   The 

volunteering will    start at 9am and conclude when all of the 

residents have received their presents.   Please keep in mind that 

our presence there allows more staff to be home with their 

family.   Please email edzukoff1@gmail.com  to sign up.   Thanks so 

much.  

mailto:edzukoff1@gmail.com
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Parsha & Pizza 
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Friday Night 
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6:00 pm  
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Erev 
Chanukah 
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Chinese Dinner & 
Movie, jointly with 
CBS, 5:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
 
Mary Campbell 
Center Day of 
Service, 8:15 am 

26 
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Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

28 
Shabbat 
Rosh Chodesh 
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 Rosh Chodesh 
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1 TEVET 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 KISLEV 11 KISLEV 12 KISLEV  7 KISLEV 8 KISLEV 9 KISLEV  10 KISLEV 

28 KISLEV 26 KISLEV 27 KISLEV 22 KISLEV 11 KISLEV 24 KISLEV 25 KISLEV 

23 KISLEV 22 KISLEV 17  KISLEV 

7 KISLEV 

19 KISLEV 

9 KISLEV 

 3 TEVET 

 21 KISLEV 

2 TEVET 

5 KISLEV 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

DEC 6 

DEC 13 

DEC 20 

DEC 27 

 

4:19 PM 

4:19 PM 

4:22 PM 

4:26 PM 

  

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

DEC 7 

DEC 14 

DEC 21 

DEC 28 

 

4:15 PM 

4:15 PM 

4:20 PM 

4:25 PM 

 

5:19 PM 

5:19 PM 

5:22 PM 

5:27 PM 
 

20 KISLEV 18 KISLEV 

18 KISLEV 28  KISLEV 29 KISLEV 27 KISLEV 26 KISLEV 25 KISLEV 24 KISLEV 

10 KISLEV 12 KISLEV 13 KISLEV 14   KISLEV 15 KISLEV  16 KISLEV 

8 KISLEV 6 KISLEV 3 KISLEV 4 KISLEV 
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Jewish Communities in Cuba Need Your Assistance 
 
Aida Waserstein, Eric Doroshow, Harriet Ainbinder and Karen 
Moss will join members of the Seaside Jewish Community of 
Rehoboth Beach in a humanitarian mission bringing much 
needed aid to several struggling Jewish communities in Cuba. 
Mission delegates are collecting donations and household goods 
to distribute in late January. A box has been set up in front of the 
Beth Shalom office (turn right when you enter the building) for 
donations of the following: 
New dish towels 
New hand towels 
Fabric or other re-usable shopping bags 
Ziploc bags 
Dental supplies-toothbrushes, floss, etc. (consider asking your dentist for extra samples) 
 

We are also accepting monetary donations. These will be used to purchase numerous miscellaneous 
items desperately needed by these communities. Please make checks out to Seaside Jewish 
Community (write ñCuba missionò on the memo line) and mail to SJC, P.O. Box 1472, Rehoboth 
Beach, DE 19971. 
 
The story of the Jews of Cuba is all at once tragic and triumphant. There were approximately 15,000 
Jews in Cuba prior to the Cuban Revolution in 1959. Jewish merchants from around the world had 
come to the island to make their fortunes in tobacco, rum, textiles and sugar cane. They built 
magnificent synagogues in Havana: Beth Shalom, the Patronato Jewish Community Center, The 
Sephardic Synagogue and Adath Israel, the Orthodox synagogue which today houses a beautiful 
upstairs museum sanctuary.  
 
Today, the Jewish population has dwindled to roughly 1,500, and is quite poor; those who could afford 
to leave, fled to the United States before the Revolution. For decades, the community has faltered and 
struggled to keep their Jewish roots vibrant and alive. 
 
Today, Jewish communities from around the world visit Cuba in order to assist and bring aid to the 
growing numbers of faithful Jews around the island. Thank you for being a part of this aid effort! 
 
For further information about donations, contact Karen Moss at mossaz@verizon.net. For information 
about the Cuban mission, contact Reb Lisa Levine, spiritual leader of Seaside Jewish Community and 
Cuba Mission leader, at  reblisa@yahoo.com. 

mailto:mossaz@verizon.net
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RECYCLE YOUR SHOES 
 

BRING YOUR SHOES TO SHUL 
 

 
This worthwhile program is still ongoing. You bring 
your gently used shoes to the AKSE shoe bin now 
placed in the CBS coatroom. Brad Glazier does what he 
has been doing for many years.  
 
The shoes are donated to help people in need in 
communities in over 50 countries and the USA. 
 
Your recycled shoes help people, stay out of landfills, 
give you more closet space, and AKSE receives a small 
fee. And you can feel good you did a Mitzvah.  
 
Your shoes and Bradôs efforts have also generated over $12,000 for AKSE to date.  
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IN MEMORY OF  
 

Betty Slomowitz:  Sylvia & Mark Wagman; 
Charlie & Barbara Keil; Bobby Miller; Judi & 
Max Rosenberg & Family; Judy & Howard 
Berlin; Howard, Deborah, Nathan & Eva 
Stromwasser; Marty & Ed Zukoff; Bobby 
Miller; Sharon & Jim Marshall; Hershey 
Schloss; Shirley Fisch; Sandy Rosen & Maurice 
Linett; Vivian & Alan Goldberg;  
Huguette & Rex Piha 
Ella Zukoff:  Barbara & Mitchell James 
Betty, Mother of Larry Gordon:  
 Jan & Michael Weiss 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 
Debra & Mel Zussman, on the Birth of their 
Grandson:  Judy & Howard Berlin; The Cabelli 
Family; Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Cindy Goldstein, on the Marriage of her 
Daughter, Lara:  The Cabelli Family 
 
 
 
 

 

YAHRZEIT 
 

Father, Leo Sirkin:   Sally Levine 
Abraham Piha:   Rex Piha 
Isadore Greenberg:   Sharon & Jerome Smith 
Mother & Grandmother, Ruth Rosenberg: 
Max and Judith Rosenberg & Family 
Jacob Glass:  Judy & Howard Berlin   
Peter Sandowitz:  Peter Goldfinger 
Father, Abraham Piha:  
 Huguette & Rex Piha 
Father, Isadore Greenberg:  Lolly Gross 
Harold Goodman:  Al Goodman 
Aaron Samuel Berlin:   
Judy & Howard Berlin 
Rosa May Porter:  Julius & Sheila Berman 
Father, Morris Weisman:  Roberta Brown 
George Ashman:  Bernie & Elizabeth Ashan 
 

   ENDOWED HONORS 
 

Jackie Berger 
Sophie & Michael Longwill 
Rita & Paul Gottesman 

 
 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Received during the month of October,  2019 

 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2019/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       
  General Contribution to AKSE 

            
Jacques Luben 

12/7 Cantor Redfern 
12/14 Cantor Redfern 
12/21 Cantor Redfern 
12/28 AKSE Men 
 

 
 

In Memory of 
 

 Julia Ramirez 
          
   

 Craig Shapiro 
 
 
 
 

 

         

The Beautiful 
Rosh Hashana Service 

            
  Marilyn & Stanley Epstein       

1/4 Cantor Redfern 
1/11 Cantor Redfern 
1/18 AKSE Men 
1/25 Cantor Redfern 
 

2/1 Cantor Redfern 
2/8 Cantor Redfern 
2/15 Partnership Minyan 
2/22 Cantor Redfern 
2/29 Cantor Redfern 
 

3/7  Cantor Redfern 
3/14 AKSE Men 
3/21 Cantor Redfern 
3/28 Cantor Redfern 
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DECEMBER 
Anniversaries 

17 

18 

 

22 

25 

Gerald & Sandra Turnauer 

Neil Lattin & Rhonda 

Shulman 

Harold & Nan Pezzner 

Melvin & Marsha Levy 

Special Anniversaries 

19  Rabbi and Anne Saks 

DECEMBER 
Birthdays 

1 

3 

12 

15 

17 

20 

23 

26 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

Dianne Seidel 

Irene Plotzker 

Lena Jacobs Elzufon 

Sheila Goldlust 

Marsha Levy 

Alvin Meizell 

Alan Goldberg 

Charlotte Lawson 

Rachel Epstein 

Terry Sipress 

Neil Lattin 

Andrew Klein 

Edina Buzgon 

 

Special Birthdays 

All birthdays are special  

Mazal Tov 

 
Å Debra & Mel Zussman on 
the birth of their grandson 
Ethan Reuben, son of Rachel 
and David Zussman  
 
 

December Birthday?  
 
Come and join us at our 
monthly birthday 
celebration on 
DECEMBER 7, 2019  
and enjoy our delicious 
birthday cake. 
 
Donations appreciated.  


