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Delicious Latkes, Jelly Donuts, Magic and more

Fun, Music, and Dreidels galore!
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Saturday, December 12th
6:30-8:30pm
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth

#4712 Washington Eivd, Wilmington, DE 79802
RSVF: (302) 762-2705 OR office®akse-org
All Ages are Welcome & Encouraged to Attend
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ADAS KODESCH
SHEL EMETH

4412 Washington Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705
E-mail to office@akse.org
FAX (302) 762-3236

Delaware Community Hebrew School
(302) 762-3618
AKSE Website www.akse.org
Steven Saks, Rabbi

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor
Gail Weinberg, Educational Director

OFFICERS

Jonathan Jaffe, President
Max Rosenberg, Executive VP
Marty Zukoff, Acting VP Finance

Harriet Ainbinder
VP Education

Vivian Goldberg
VP Religious Affairs

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration
Open, VP Facilities
Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel
VP Membership
Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs

Awaiting Volunteer
VP Ways & Means

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer

Sharon Berry & Eleanor Weinglass
Secretary
Dan Berry & Len Seltzer
Men’s Club Presidents
Sylvia Wagman
Sisterhood President
STAFF
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager
Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant
Carol Burg, Bookkeeper
Cliff Packer,
Andrew Davis
Maintenance
The Shofar is published 11 months:
September through July/August.

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor
E-mail to shofar@akse.org

FROM THE PEN AND ELECTRONIC KEYBOARD OF RABBI SAKS

Shalom Chaverim,

Though I respect Caroline Glick, I must respectfully disagree
with her assertion made in the Jerusalem Post that AIPAC erred by
featuring Delaware Senator Chris Coons at a luncheon for its
members from the real estate industry, in light of his support of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), known as the Iran
deal. According to a Bloomberg report, these luncheons are perks
for pro-Israel lawmakers, and those who attend have deep pockets.
Furthermore, “The fact that Coons was featured as a speaker
signals that in some cases AIPAC is willing to forget the Iran vote
and focus on keeping friends inside the Democratic Party.”

Glick asserts that AIPAC is “exercising bad judgment” by
providing a platform to a Senator who supported the Iran deal,
which AIPAC opposed. Furthermore, Glick reasons, “If AIPAC
wants Democrats to support Israel they should seek out and
support Democrats who will support Israel even when the chips are
down.” However, Steve Rosen, a former foreign policy director for
AIPAC, explained that AIPAC will likely continue to hold
fundraisers for Democrats who voted for the deal because “it is not
practical for AIPAC to boycott 42 Democratic Senators.” Coons has
a pro-Israel record, therefore AIPAC will continue to work with him.

AIPAC’s calculation is correct. Despite Glick’s assertion that
AIPAC should be supporting Democratic candidates who will stand
by Israel “even when the chips are down,” the fact is that Coons
has supported Israel in the past and will support Israel in the
future. Despite my profound disappointment in Coon’s support of
the deal, I must credit the Senator for co-authoring The Iran Policy
Oversight Act of 2015, which aims to hold Teheran accountable and
provide Israel with protections. The proposed legislation includes:

e Accelerating the development of missile defense
systems bolstering the effectiveness of Israel’s
conventional deterrent.

e Ensuring that the President can take measures to
ensure Israel’s qualitative military edge.

e Continuing sanctions on Iranian terrorist entities.

e Appointing a State Department coordinator to ensure
that the nuclear steps to which Iran committed in the
JCPOA are fully implemented.

e Clarifies that no sanctions relief will be provided until
Iran meets its commitments related to the resolution
of potential military dimension issues.

It is in our interest to reconcile with a Senator who has
been supportive of Israel in the past and is advancing pro-
Israel legislation. Let us focus on the present and look to the
future.

Kol Tuv, Zablc Saks
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CHANUKAH DINNER =

&5

A SPECIAL Chanukah Dinner with all the trimmings
Shabbat Services, a delicious Shabbat dinner
ALL with our Hebrew School, Families and Friends
THERE IS NO BETTER WAY TO CELEBRATE

DECEMBER 11, 2015

Dinner will follow immediately after 6:00 pm services
led by AKSE Community Hebrew School

Reservations required — and must be paid for in advance.
Paid reservations to AKSE office

Reservations paid by December 4,
Adults $18.00
Children: (6-12 ) $9.00 and children under 5 free
FAMILIES: (2 Adults and 2 Kids) - $45.00 Additional children $7.00 each

ABSOLUTELY NO RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED AFTER
DECEMBER 4, 2015

Hope to see you all there,
any questions call Rhonda Shulman, 302-479-9789
or AKSE Office at 302-762-2705

SHOP AT AMAZON AND EARN MONEY FOR AKSE!!

Visit the AKSE website and scroll down to the “Shop at Amazon” link. Once this link is clicked, any purchases
you make from Amazon will earn AKSE 4%-10% of your purchase total! Further instruction is available on
the AKSE website. Let your friends and family know how easily they too can raise funds for AKSE!

Please email Kerry Shweiki at khshweiki@gmail.com if you have any questions. a
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Sisterhood Stuff

Sisterhood President Message

Behind the scenes in November, the beginnings of our major fundraiser - Hamantashen - are well
underway. Our dough making crew is halfway towards completion of our task. Be on the lookout for
hamantashen baking dates in the New Year. Not only will you help our Sisterhood help the
synagogue, but you will also enjoy some good company! | must comment on the Partnership Minyan
that took place November 14th. It was a wonderful service and thanks go out to all those that planned
and took part in the service.

Looking ahead, | hope to see a great crowd at our December 11th Chanukah Friday night dinner. Let's
support the Hebrew School who will take part in the service and celebrate Chanukah together! Even
further ahead, mark your calendar for Saturday, February 20th. The 5th annual community event
(which started here at AKSE) will be held at CBS. As a special treat, four synagogue Klezmer bands
will be performing. Finally, the date of our closing event will need to be changed from May 15th for a
good reason. Our Israeli shlicha, Dana, is planning a community Yom Ha'atzmaut event for that
Sunday.

Chag Chanukah Sameach, SW WM

AKSE SISTERHOOD CALENDAR 2015-2016

Friday, December 11, 2015 Shabbat Dinner Please see page 3 for info
Friday, January 29, 2016 Federation Shabbat at AKSE
Saturday, February 20, 2016 Community Event @ Beth Shalom
Sunday, February 28, 2016 Joint Men’s Club Breakfast
March 2016 Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen
TBD Closing Event
j SISTERHOOD SEEKS HAMANTASHEN INGREDIENTS: 4 \ﬁ}-«x’;
\J Hamantash dough making has already bequn!! Check out the smiling .J
‘ faces of our wonderful volunteers who have met twice and already (27
“ . made 20 batches of dough. We have two more sessions to go, and L,_, %

dough ingredient donations would be very much appreciated!! We need the following,

all with acceptable Hechshers: Eggs, Wesson reqular vegetable oil, Flour, Sugar, and vegetable baking or

cooking spray. Donations may be left in the office. Please mark the bag for Sisterhood Hamantashen
Project. Monetary contributions or Grocery Store Gift Cards are always appreciated to help
reduce our cost. Money or gift cards for Sisterhood can be given to the office staff. The
Hamantashen project is one of Sisterhood’s biggest fundraisers. Thank you in advance!

Please turn to page 5 to see the happy results of donating and / or working with
Hamantashen Ingredients!
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AKSE SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP

READY FOR YOUR CHANUKAH SHOPPING
ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS ARE IN
AND SPECIAL 20% OFF ON CHANUKAH ITEMS

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
(some candles not on sale), (limited time for sale, in stock only)

interested in helping in the store, please call Dianne 302-479-0490
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Huguette Piha, Elizabeth Davis, Lolly Gross, Wendy Shlossman, Shirley Fisch enjoying turning ingredients into
Hamantashen. Photo by Sylvia Wagman
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AKSE MEN’S CLUB 2015/16
CALENDAR

All congregants and guests are welcome to attend our Kosher Sunday
breakfasts featuring speakers on diverse topics including: current events,
history, medicine, and Judaism. The Men’s Club meets once a month from
September 2015 through May 2016 with breakfast at 9:00 AM and speakers at 9:30 AM.

The cost is $6.00 if you make a reservation in advance by calling the AKSE office at 302 762 2705. At the door,
the cost is $8.00.

On Sunday, December 20, 2015 please welcome:

Jack Vinokur
Please save the following dates:
January 24, 2016
February 28, 2016 March 20, 2016
April 17,2016 May 22, 2016

Thanks to our kitchen crew: Elizabeth Davis, Morris Freschman, Jake Hoffman, Maurice Linett, Betty
Slomowitz, Steve Willis and Moshe Vinograd.

Thanks, Dan Berry and Leonard Seltzer, co-presidents Jim Lehr, treasurer

Dear Congregants,

- cople Helping Peoy,,,
The 9th annual Day of Service at Mary Campbell Center is on! We are R e
needed to help the residents unwrap their holiday gifts and provide cheer to

them. No sewers (rhymes with mowers) are needed, so the maximum
number the Center can accommodate is 25; the minimum is 20
volunteers. Our day begins at 8:30 a.m. on December 25. Please sign up
with Ed Zukoff by e-mail: edzukoffl(@gmail.com. Thank you

SAVE THE DATE! The 7th Annual AKSE Academy will take place at
AKSE on January 16, 2016, 6:00 to 9:30 PM. Six classes will examine
different facets of Judaism as they play out in contemporary life. Speakers

Irene Plotzker, Mel Zussman, and Richard Plotzker. Still a bargain at $12
($10 if prepaid by January 14) shutterstock - 87171076

Dear AKSE Community:

Are transportation issues preventing you from attending synagogue events? We may be able to resolve that
problem. There are members who might be able to provide transportation. Please call the office at 302 762 2705
or email to office@akse.org and explain your situation and or transportation need. We will try and line up
someone to help. This is not envisioned as a short notice or immediate problem solution, but rather a foreseen
situation, where with phone calls and some planning a solution might be possible.

Please let us know if we can help.

AKSE Board of Governors

6 SHOFAR DECEMBER 2015


mailto:office@akse.org
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2158_com_zimbra_email%22));

Dear Congregation: On October 31, during Shabbat services, John Elzufon gave the d’var Torah that begins
below. It was a very powerful, informative talk, and many of us felt that it should be made available to other
members of the congregation. Also, by printing it in the Shofar, there is a record of it for potential future
discussions or talks. Thank you John Elzufon for this d’var Torah and all you do and have done for AKSE and
more importantly the entire Jewish community as an articulate spokesperson for Israel and other Jewish causes.

SURVIVING: THE JOURNEY OF OUR PEOPLE FROM ISAAC TO JACOB

AND THE CAUSE OF MODERN ANTI-SEMITISM

Shabbat Shalom

46 years ago today | had a lousy night's sleep. Now why do | remember that? Very easy. It was the day
before | was scheduled to leave home for a year's service in Vietnam.

I left on November 1st and one year later to the day, on November 1, 1970, | returned home safely.

Coincidentally enough November 1st is also my biological birthday and, as my father of blessed memory
often said to me, a war veteran has two birthdays: (1) the biological day of birth and (2) the day of arrival
home. In my case they so happen to be the same day--only 24 years apart.

So, on this, my personal special weekend, | am pleased to spend Shabbat with my AKSE family and friends
and tomorrow on the 45™ anniversary of my safe return, | will go to the Vietnam Memorial by Beth Shalom
and pay tribute to those who were not as lucky as I.

The main memorial to those who died in Vietham is in Washington, D.C. Although that memorial was
shrouded in controversy when built it is now the most visited memorial in our capital.

Washington D.C. is also the location of the U.S Holocaust Museum.

That Museum is a testament to the greatest catastrophe in the history of our people, and from the ashes of
the Holocaust arose the first Jewish state in nearly 2,000 years.

In the history of humanity no other people has re-established its historical homeland after such a long period
of time and no other people has survived for 2000 years without a homeland, without a means to defend
themselves and totally at the mercy of nations which were, at their core, not Jewish and in many cases, anti
Jewish.

Yet--we survived and, as the title of my talk suggests, it is relevant to today's Torah portion.
There are three key parts in today's Torah portion.

The first is Abraham's challenge to G-d to treat the people of Sodom with justice. Genesis 18:25. "Shall not
the judge of all the world act justly?" Abraham beseeched G-d for the survival of Sodom if enough righteous
people could be found. Alas, it did not happen but in those words the concept of linking ethics to divinity was
born and the world was never the same. From my chair it also establishes the primacy of ethics as the core
of Judaism.

The second key part is when Abraham banishes Hagar and Ishmael. We know that G-d assured Abraham

that both would survive. Ishmael went on the become the father of the nation of Islam and according to
Jewish tradition after the death of Sarah Abraham eventually married Hagar.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

The next part, and the most famous, is the story of the binding of Isaac.

Today | choose to focus on the story of Isaac's binding--not so much on the binding but on Isaac himself
and, from that, gain some insight into the background of 21st century anti-Semitism--especially as it pertains
to Israel.

In his memoirs, reflecting on the events in then British Palestine in the 1930’s, David Ben Gurion wrote:

"There should be one place in the world, in G-d’s whole world, where we could live and express
ourselves in accordance with our own character and make our contributions to civilization in our own
way and through our own channels.”

The Jewish people now have this place in the world and we call it Israel.

Of course, as we know the present situation in Israel is not good. | do not have to repeat the news on the
stabbings which capture the headlines.

Syria, the location of the world’s largest stockpile of chemical weapons, is in complete turmoil with no sign of
let up.

In southern Lebanon and in Gaza there are tens of thousands of rockets pointed at Israel.

Most ominously Iran, the world’s greatest sponsor of terrorism, has secured a “deal” which, at best, only
postpones her nuclear ambitions for 10 years — a blink of the eye in terms of history. | fear the results of
this “deal” and echo Rabbi Saks’ fears—but | also agree with him when | state that | hope history proves me
to be wrong on this.

Yet in the midst of this, all is not bleak and forlorn.

Secretary of State John Kerry has openly called on Mahmoud Abbas to condemn and stop the recent wave
of Palestinian violence.

Pope Francis recently declared that Israel has a right to exist and prosper.

U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton Carter has pledged to enhance “the entire spectrum” of strategic
cooperation with Israel and re-asserted the Pentagon’s longstanding commitment to maintaining Israel’'s
qualitative military edge.

Israel continues to be at the forefront of technological advances in science, medicine, agriculture, water,
energy and environment.

If any other nation had contributed so much to humanity in so short of period of time she would be held out
as a jewel of all nations, but not Israel. Why?

On this Shabbat let us look to history and scripture: particularly Isaac and Jacob.

We know lIsaac’s story and how he appeared to be a willing participant in his own planned sacrifice.
Acknowledging that Isaac had faith in his father, Abraham, and G-d, it is still the case that Isaac was
unassertive and passively trusted his fate and his life to others.

Isaac’s son, Jacob, was different. He did not passively accept the fate that might await him when wrestling
with the angel. He fought back. He defended himself. He did not give in. He was assertive. He pushed
back—and earned the name Israel. “Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for thou has
striven with G-d and with men, and has prevailed.” Genesis 32:29.

After the loss of our people’s homeland in 135 C.E. the world looked on the Jews as a people who could be
taken advantage of—a people who were, for the most part, reactive and passive. Without a homeland the
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
Jews were necessarily dependent on others. To the non-Jewish world we were Isaac—the passive,
unassertive and not to be feared “ghetto Jew.”

But during these same centuries the Jewish people, confronted with anti-Semitism in Christian countries and
second class citizenship (dhimmitude) in Muslim countries, and virtually powerless to change their lot, fought
back the only way we could. We maintained our faith and our heritage. And so it was that while the world
looked upon us as Isaac, to ourselves, we were Jacob.

In the late 1800’s we, as a people, changed with the advent of modern Zionism. We traditionally define
Zionism as the political movement to re-establish a homeland for the Jewish people. It is more. Zionism
was then and still is our people’s proclamation to the non-Jewish world that we, as a people, have
transformed ourselves from Isaac to Jacob. Israel is reborn and we, as a people, are no longer content to
be passive and reliant on others to determine our fate. We are now both literally and figuratively Jacob—
that is Israel.

We know from our history that Israel was attacked by five Arab armies within hours of Israel's declaration of
independence in May, 1948. The attacking armies expected to drive the Jews into the sea. They expected
Isaac but they found Jacob and, against all odds, the Jews prevailed.

Today, Israel (Jacob) is still wrestling to survive. 20 out of 22 members of the Arab League still refuse to
recognize her right to exist and at a time when the scientific, technical and agricultural contributions of Israel
to the world are at an all time high so are anti-Semitism and the efforts to demonize Israel.

There are many theories on why but at the core is, | maintain, this fundamental premise. After nearly 2,000
years of the world’s unchallenged ability to discriminate against, abuse, murder and poorly treat the Jewish
people, much of the modern world, excluding the United States, but absolutely including the Middle East,
has not come to grips with the presence of an independent Jewish State in its midst that will not be pushed
around, that is prepared to and does defend itself and declares in openly, forcefully and in no uncertain
terms that it will not go quietly into the night.

To be sure radical Islamic groups such as Hezbollah, Hamas and ISIS seek the per se elimination of Jews.
However, | believe the overwhelming majority of Muslims genuinely want peace — an opinion also stated in
a recent editorial in The Jerusalem Times. Thus, it is not the fact that there are Jews in the area of the world
we call Israel that is the core problem--but the fact that there are Jews "in charge" of land, which according
to the Muslim faith belongs, by virtue of it being conquered in 636, to Allah. This belief is not our belief, nor
is it the belief of the Christian world, but it is a deeply held belief to a good Muslim and we need to recognize
this belief is real to Muslims just as is our belief that G-d promised the land to Abraham is real to us and just
as is the Christian belief that this is Holy Land because it is where Jesus lived, taught, died and was
resurrected, is real to Christians.

That being said, why was Israel able to reach peace with Egypt and peace with the Palestinians is so
elusive? Many point to the settlements and while there is no doubt the settlement issue is a complicating
factor the fact remains that the first settlement built beyond the 1949 armistice lines was in 1967 and during
the 18 years from 1949 to 1967 there was no peace even though there were no settlements.

Bernard Lewis, the West's foremost scholar on the Middle East and Islam, likens the dispute between Israel
and Egypt to two neighbors arguing over a backyard fence line. Neither have historical claims on the land of
the other so compromising on where to place the fence breached no core values. Such is not the case
involving the West Bank and Israel. Both Israelis and Palestinians, as they are now called, claim that land
as their own. Both believe their claim is religiously and historically sound. Both claim the same "house" and,
even if we could devise a way to have one people on one floor and the other on the second floor there is still
only one kitchen--and that kitchen is called Jerusalem.

So, what do we do?
| wish | had a solution that | knew worked. If | did | would not be standing before you this morning. But | do

have some thoughts that | wish to share.
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

First of all we must acknowledge that there is a double standard as it applies to Israel. Criticism of Israel
policies and actions, even when legitimate, are way out of proportion to similar actions of Israel's
adversaries.

Some of us complain about this double standard.
| welcome it.
We should be held to higher standards.

As so concisely stated by Shimon Peres at a recent AIPAC Conference, the Jewish people prevailed in
history not by the force of 1,000 rifles but by the moral standards of 10 Commandments.

To be sure, Israel and Israelis have an absolute right to defend themselves and | am not suggesting that
adherence to ethical conduct is a suicide pact. However, we should always remember that we are to be a
"light unto nations" and while that does not mean we are perfect it does mean we cannot use the bad
behavior of our adversaries to justify our own bad behavior.

Let's be clear. There are extremists on both sides. It was a Jew that killed Rabin. It appears that a settler
set fire to a Palestinian house killing a baby. Now none of us here tolerate this conduct, we never should
and the Israeli government should pursue and prosecute the perpetrators of this evil act with the same
intensity as it prosecutes Palestinian terrorists. But having said that there is a fundamental difference that
needs to be mentioned. Jewish terrorist acts have been immediately condemned by Israel's government
and Jewish organizations worldwide. Palestinian terrorists are glorified by the Palestinian Authority.
Compare Baruch Goldstein and Dalia Mughrabi. Baruch Goldstein, an American-born Israeli physician,
attacked a Hebron mosque killing 29 and wounding 125 in prayer. Dalia Mughrabi was a Palestinian who,
many years ago, led an assault team that captured an Israeli bus eventually resulting in over 30 innocents
being killed. Goldstein’s actions were immediately condemned by the government of Israel and all Jewish
organizations. Compare that with the accolade given Mughrabi. The Palestinian Authority has named a
girls’ school in Hebron and several summer camps in her honor.  The difference is both profound and
disturbing.

However, | want to emphasize that the Palestinian Authority’s glorification of Mughrabi’s terrorist actions is
not representative of the Muslim community at large. | believe this because of my study of Islam and, as
Chair of Delaware’s Jewish Community Relations Committee, my interaction with members of Delaware’s
Muslim community.

We all remember the horrific terrorist attack in Mumbai, India. Little known is the fact that India's Muslim
community, which is the world's second largest, refused a religious burial to the terrorists killed in the attack
because these attacks on innocent people, including Jews, was contrary to the tenets of Islam. We must
keep this in mind.

We must also keep in mind that there is a great difference between defending the right of Israel to exist as
an independent Jewish state and defending the policies of the Israeli government.

Each of us can decide where we are as to Israel policies but we cannot flinch in our defense of Israel's right
to exist as an independent Jewish State. It is important to keep the big picture in mind — which, simply
stated, is this:

If Israel laid down its weapons, there would be no Israel.

If her foes laid down their weapons, there would be peace.

Furthermore, on this, the Shabbat of the “anniversary” of my return from Vietnam, | assert that my support of
Israel’s right to exist as an independent Jewish state is completely consistent with my loyalty to this country,

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

the United States of America.

| support Israel’s right to exist because | am Jewish. | also support Israel’s right to exist because | am a loyal
American. There is no conflict here.

Israel is the “little Satan” and in her struggle represents the civilized world, while ISIS, Hamas, Hezbollah, Al
Qaeda, Iran, Islamic Jihad and other radical Islamic groups, represent evil. Israel is the trial balloon. Israel
is the canary in the coal mine. Every death, every explosion, every grisly encounter against Israel is a
calculated, strategic probe into the heart, guts and soul of the West and the ultimate prize—the Great
Satan—our country, the United States of America.

During World War I, Hitler knew that he must break England or fail. The forces of radical Islam know they
must break Israel or they will fail.

A recent NY Times op — ed piece said it best.
“‘No state has an obligation to commit suicide because the world has tired of a conflict that it cannot
settle. No people has an obligation to disappear just to placate a world that no longer cares about its

existence. And the West has no moral right to make the Jews, once again, the victims of its own
moral failures and its unwillingness to do what is right.”

| close.

In Exodus 3:15 when G-d declared himself to Moses in the burning bush it was not as the G-d of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob but as “...the G-d of Abraham, the G-d of Isaac and the G-d of Jacob...” Why the repetition
of the phrase “...the G-d of...?” The rabbis teach us that reference to “the G-d of’ for three successive
generations means that each generation of Jews has its own special responsibility as Jews to our people.

It is not the responsibility of our generation to create Israel.

It is our responsibility to fight for her right to exist as an independent Jewish State and to send a message to
friend and foe alike that Israel and the Jewish people are here to stay.

Am Yisrael Chai Shabbat Shalom.

Cholent Fund

Do you remember the delicious Cholent that we had recently? Well, because it is |
very expensive, a Cholent Fund is being established. If you would like Cholent again
at a Shabbat Kiddush, then please send a check to the office made out to AKSE with
Cholent Fund written on the memo portion of the check. Thank you to Steve Novick
who donated the first $20 to this scrumptious cause.
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DECEMB

KISLEV-TEVET 5776

20

15

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Friday Candle Lighting |1 2 3 4 5
Evenings Friday Night
. Service December Birthday
DECEMBER 4 4:19 PM . 6:00 pm Kiddush
DECEMBER 11 4:19 PM g‘;ﬁ‘ & Parsha
DECEMBER 18 4:21 PM
DECEMBER 25 4:25 PM
JAN 1 4:30 PM T9KISLEV 20 KISLEV 2T KISLEV " 27 KISLEV y 23 KISLEV i
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Emmanuel School and
Erev Chanukah Dining Room Board of irrn & Sisterhood
Volunteer Effort | Governors glzﬁ‘ Parsha Chanukah Magical
Meeting 7:30 pm |\ 5P Shabbat Dinner |Chanukah
E ﬂ E W Eﬂﬂﬂ i Biﬂﬂw Wgﬂﬂﬂﬂ ﬂ Party HMEHMD
24 KISLEV i 25 KISLEV i 26 KISLEV i 27 KISLEV i 28 KISLEV i 29 KISLEV i 30 KISLEV i
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Friday Night Saks family
Pizza & Parsha Service provides cake for
Rosh Chodesh 6 pm 6:00 pm Kiddush in homor
of Gavriella’s
@ Chug Ivri 7:30 pm iﬁ birthday
TTEVET ZTEVET " 3TEVET i FTEVET i STEVET y 6 TEVET 7TEVET N
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Mary Campbell
Center 8:30 am
Pizza & Parsha Frid?y Night
Men’s Club 6 pm Service 6:00 pm
Breakfast
9:00 am %
8 TEVET i 9 TEVET i 10 TEVET i 11 TEVET i 12 TEVET i 13 TEVET i 14 TEVET i
27 28 29 30 31 Saturday  Mincha Havdallah
Evenings Ma’ariv Times
NO Pizza & DEC5 4:15PM  5:19PM
Parsha
DEC 12 4:15PM  5:19PM
DEC 19 4:20PM  5:21PM
DEC 26 4:25PM  5:25 PM
15 TEVET i 16 TEVET i 17 TEVET 18 TEVET i 19 TEVET i JAN 2 4:30 PM 5:31 PM
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Emmanuel Dining Room

On Sunday, November 8", we served a hot, nutritious meal to 122 hungry men,
women and children in Wilmington. Thank you to our hard working kitchen crew of
Jake Hoffman, Sharon and Jim Marshall, Rhonda Shulman and Wendy
Shlossman. Home baked desserts from Harriet Ainbinder, Carol Brown, The Castillo
Family, Shirley Fisch, Karen Moss, Meryl Pottock, Judi Rosenberg, Dianne $eidel, Sylvia
Wagman, and Ella Zukoff.

We will serve our next meal on Monday, December 7", 2015 and again on Thursday, January 7", 2016.
We are in need of cash donations to cover the cost of the ingredients that we purchase to make the
meals at Emmanuel Dining Room. The much appreciated cash or gift card donations will enable us to
continue this wonderful mitzvah project without using synagogue funds.

We are also in need of bakers. We typically ask 10-12 AKSE members to bake for the meal at EDR
each time so that we have enough desserts for everyone we serve.

If you can help in any way, please contact Rhonda Shulman ©479-9789 (acemaven0131@aol.com) or
Wendy Shlossman @479-5599 (pshlossman@comcast.net ). Thank you so much for help with this very
important mitzvah!

CI'G ate A Create A Jewish Legacy

Jewish tradition teaches that we have a responsibility to
make the world a better place for future generations.
One method of accomplishing this is to leave a Jewish
Legacy.

L E G A E Y Legacy gifts can be used to support Adas Kodesch Shel

Emeth and ensure that our synagogue remains stron
AProgram m(]m\ ish Federation ynago J

s and vibrant for future generations.
Of w OF DELAWARE \&’_

It's never too early to think about how you want to
leave your mark on our community, how you want to be remembered.

You don't have to be a millionaire to leave a legacy. The beauty of legacy giving is that you can make
a gift of any amount of your estate. If your estate is worth a few shekels or a few billion, your gift is
your legacy. And your legacy should live on!

You don't have to be a senior to leave a legacy gift. Seniors are an important and influential group,
but any person--no matter their age--can plan to support the causes and organizations they cherish
after they are gone. If you have assets, you'll want to be the one to decide how they should be
divided...at any age.

Since everyone has a unique family and financial situation, legacy gifts, of any size, can be designed to
match individual circumstances. Options include a simple bequest in a will or trust; an outright gift
using appreciated assets or cash; life insurance policies, IRA or pension funds; charitable remainder
trusts and charitable gift annuities.

A legacy gift can be made by anyone and be for any amount.

AKSE is working with the Jewish Federation of Delaware and the other synagogues and Jewish
organizations in Delaware to create the Jewish Fund for the Future.

For more information contact Max Rosenberg (execvp@akse.org) or Jonathan Jaffe (prez@akse.org).
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DONATIONS

Received during the month of October, 2015

MAZEL TOV

Gail & Mark Weinberg, on your son getting a
Ph.D.: Ella, Marty & Ed Zukoff

Dianne & Jeff Seidel on Adam's Marriage:
Ken Kamm

Loretta Augenbraun, on your Birthday: Lidia
& Avi Ini

Faith & Lou Brown on your 67th Wedding
Anniversary: Jackie Berger; The Wagman
Family; Libby Plafker; Dianne & Jeff Seidel &
family; The Zussman family

Rhonda & Mario Castillo on Juliana's Bat
Mitzvah: The Zussman family; Ella, Marty &
Ed Zukoff

Clara Mattes, on your Special Birthday:
Shirley Fisch

Ella Zukoff, on your Special Birthday:
Shirley Fisch

Roberta Woloshin and Steve Michlin, your
Special Birthday, Sister & Brother:

Cindy Michlin

Len Seltzer, on your Birthday: Avi & Lydia
Ini; Peter & Sharon Kopolovic

Michael Feingold, on your Birthday:

Avi & Lydia Ini

Ellen Feingold, on your Birthday:

Avi & Lydia Ini

Moshe Vinograd on your 70th Birthday:
Nedda & Howard Barth

Mort Brown, Welcome Home:

Rex & Huguette Piha

Ellen & Michael Feingold on the Birth of your
Grandson Adam: Mah Jong Group: Sandy
Rosen, Sharon Berry Cathy Vinograd, Adeline
Holob

Laurie Cowen & Mark Lewittes, on the
marriage of Charley and Brian: Ken Kamm
Karen Moss, on your Special Birthday:

Avi & Lydia Ini; Ella, Marty & Ed

YAHRZEIT

Jacob Glass & Aaron Samuel Berlin:

Judy & Howard Berlin

Anne Drucker, Sister: Libby Plafker
David Smith, Father: Libby Platker
Martin Berger, Husband: Elsa Berger
Marion Brenner, Mother: Joy Davis

Sara Baker Kozak: Roberta Goldstein
Mother: Huguette Piha

Father: Huguette Piha

Lewis Schendowich:

Jean Schendowich & Family

Morris Roisman: Barbara & Joel Roisman
Morris Weisman, Father: Roberta Brown
Anna Levine, Mother: Robert Levine

Leo Hirschhorn, Husband: Hilda Hirschhorn
Jules Segal: Marilyn Harwick

Philip Director, Zada: Sandy Concors
Fanny Cohen Bloom, Mother: Freda Jacobs
Sidney Kirshner, Father: Herbert Kirshner
Mark Sobel, Brother: Evelyn J. Haber
Helen Ainbinder, Mother-in-Law:

Harriet Ainbinder
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IN MEMORY OF

Gloria Vassalle, mother of Karen Dauphin:
Joy & Lenny Davis

Faye Goldstein, mother-in-law of Cindy
Goldstein: Barbara & Neal Cohn

Larry Miller, son of Doris & Joe Miller:

Ray & Morris Freschman

Eileen, niece of Mr. and Mrs. Stan
Wishnow: Phyllis, Cailah, Marla, Mark and
Daryl Garfinkel

Gerry, mother of Judy Frost:

Rhonda & Jim Lehr

Ben Lew, Grandfather: Rhonda and Jim Lehr
Mother of Anne Breikss: Rhonda & Jim Lehr

REFUAH SHLAYMAH
(SPEEDY RECOVERY)

Libby Plafker: Phyllis Garfinkel; Jackie Berger
Jeff Seidel: Marilyn Harwick

Dan Berry: Sharon, Arlene & Carol; Ray &
Morris Freschman; Charles & Barbara Keil;
Lydia & Avi Ini; Wendy & Phil Shlossman;
Judy & Len Seltzer; Shirley Fisch; Scott &
Cyndi Slomowitz & family; The Wagman
Family, Howard, Deborah, Nathan & Eva
Stromwasser; Peter & Sharon Kopolovic; The
Zussman Family; Sandy Rosen & Maurice
Linett; Jacob Hoffman; Eleanor & Mark
Weinglass; Ella, Marty & Ed Zukoff; Vivian
& Alan Goldberg; Rex & Huguette Piha; Jean
Hirshout; Nedda & Howard Barth; Sheila &
Perry Goldlust; Barbara & Joel Roisman; Judi
& Max Rosenberg

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS

Library Fund: Samuel J. Kursh

Thank You, Cantor Yehoshua Redfern, for
the many visits and calls during my
recovery: Libby Plafker

Thank You, Rabbi Saks for the many visits
and calls during my recovery: Libby Plafker
Thank you, Ed Zukoff for leading the
Holiday and Shabbat services at the Kutz
Home: Libby Plafker

Thank you, Rabbi Saks for your help with
the D'Var Torah for Juliana's Bat Mitzvah:
Rhonda & Mario Castillo

Thank you, David Brown, for coming to our
home to blow the Shofar on Yom Kippur:
Dianne & Jeff Seidel

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND:

Yahrzeit of father Norman

Greenblatt :Ruthann Goldstein Teder.
Yahrzeit of Rose May Porter: Sheila and
Julius Berman and Laurie Hazen

In appreciation of Gail Weinberg for being
a gabbait at Juliana's bat mitzvah: Rhonda,
Matt and Juliana Castillo

In appreciation of Gail Weinberg for
reciting a special birthday blessing for
Karen: Karen and Art Moss

In Memory of
Samuel Tolpin

Eugene & Gail Tolpin

Thank you to
Karen Moss for
Preparing Juliana for her
Bat Mitzvah

The Castillo Family

In Appreciation for
Yom Kippur Hospitality
and

In honor of our daughter
Kayli Spialter

Howard & Elise Spialter

In Memory of our
Beloved Mother

Pauline Shapiro

Lewis & Jonathan
Shapiro
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DONATIONS

(Continuned)
Received during the month of October, 2015

In Appreciation of In Memory of our Mother In Memory of:

The Men's Toba Gross Charles Brown Davis
High Holiday Choir Toba Beila Bas Thomas Grant Moore
Yehuda Leib George A. Davis
George A. Davis, Jr.
Alice Brown Davis
Jonathan Jaffe Ron & Rosie Gross
Philip Gross
Elizabeth A. Davis

A generous anonymous donor for made it possible for every member of the
congregation to offer a personal Refuah Shlaimah to Dan Berry!
This was shown in the paper “snail mail” copy mailed to postal Shofar customers.
Thank you anonymous donor

e
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H.O.S. - HELP OUR SYNAGOGUE

It’s no secret that, in the past several years, we have been losing members. This results in a
severe drain on our finances since two thirds of our revenue is from dues. Even though our 2015
-2016 budget shows a breakeven (revenue = expenses), we will inevitably incur deficits due to
this loss of revenue. This will make our financial situation very precarious and will limit the
number of years we’ll be able to keep our wonderful synagogue open and thriving. However,
there is a way to “stop the bleeding.”

We can do it with gift cards. SO, PLEASE RESPOND TO OUR H.O.S.

If you are not purchasing gift cards, start as soon as possible.

If you are not purchasing regularly, please do so.

If the congregation responds, members will also benefit directly by avoiding the necessity of
future dues increases. If you have any problem that prevents you from purchasing gift cards,
please contact me. If possible, I will try to resolve the problem.

Mﬂ/rtij Zukaﬁ, Chair, Gift Card Committee

New AKSE Fundraiser -
50/35/15 Raffle J
Support AKSE, Obtain Opportunity to Win Cash Prizes ?r”f,\‘;
& _*)

Beginning December 1, 2015 AKSE will conduct a 50/35/15 raffle. Our goal ~S®®¥ News
is to raise $10,000, by selling 200 raffle tickets for $50 each. Assuming our

goal is met, $5000 will go to AKSE, and $5000 will be given out as cash prizes, $3500 to the first place winner,
and $1500 to the second place winner.

This is your chance to help AKSE and have a good chance of winning a prize. The odds of a winning ticket in
AKSE’s raffle is 100 to 1. In a typical state lottery the odds of a winning ticket is 18 million to 1.

Raffle tickets will be available for sale until mid-February 2016, or until the goal is reached. We plan to draw the
winning tickets and announce the winners at a joint AKSE Men’s Club, Sisterhood breakfast on February 28,
2016.

To purchase tickets, stop by the AKSE office during normal working hours, or complete the form below and mail
it with payment to AKSE, 4412 Washington Boulevard, Wilmington, DE 19802

AKSE 50/35/15 Raffle Ticket Order Form
$50 per Raffle Ticket

Yes, I want to aupport AKSE and obtain a chance to win cash prizes.

Enclosed is my check for $ for raffle tickets.

Name:

Street Address:
City, State:
Telephone number:

Upon receipt of order form and payment, the AKSE office will record your payment and ticket numbers and mail
you the stub of your raffle tickets.
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WHAT'S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN?

How about a recipe for soup that is great in the winter and has a light, refreshing

flavor for the warmer seasons, too? | hope it sounds good to you. It really caught

my eye when | saw it online. And for once, | had all the ingredients to try this version .
of Lemon Chicken Orzo Soup. It is a bit different from the traditional Avgolemono

Greek soup. That is a delicious soup that my son makes. He likes thicker soups and

uses egg to achieve a creamier consistency. This recipe is more like traditional

chicken soup with a whole array of different flavors. It is chockful of

hearty vegetables and tender chicken in a refreshing, lemony broth. It is pure

comfort food in a bowl!

Lemon Chicken Orzo Soup

2 Tbsp. olive oil, divided

1 Ib. boneless, skinless chicken thighs, cut into 1-inch chunks
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

3 cloves garlic, minced

1 onion, diced

3 carrots, peeled and diced

2 stalks celery, diced

1/2 Tsp. dried thyme (I left out the thyme, because | do not like it)
5 cups Kosher chicken stock (I always make my own)

2 bay leaves

3/4 cup orzo pasta, uncooked

1 sprig rosemary

Juice of 1 lemon (I used 2 for more flavor)

2 Tbsp. fresh parsley leaves, chopped

1 cup water

Heat 1 Tbsp. olive oil in a large stockpot or Dutch oven over medium heat. Season chicken thighs
with salt and pepper to taste. Add chicken to the stock pot and cook until golden, about 2-3 minutes.
Set aside.

Add remaining 1 Tbsp. olive oil to the stockpot. Add garlic, onion, carrots and celery and stir
occasionally until tender about 3-4 minutes**** Stir in thyme until fragrant, about 2-3 minutes. Whisk
in chicken stock, 1 cup of water and bay leaves. Bring to a boil. Stir in orzo, rosemary and parsley.
Season with salt and pepper to taste and serve immediately.

****| like to soften the vegetables by cooking them a bit before adding them to soup. | also cooked the
orzo separately so that it did not blow up and make the soup too starchy. If your family likes more
noodles, feel free to add more orzo.

Recipe adapted from Foodiecrush.

Happy Chanukah .... until next time  Meryl

The Rabbi’s popular PIZZA AND PARSHA
classes take place Wednesdays at 6 pm. See you then!!
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AKSE FAMILY NEWS

December
Anniversaries

17 Gerry and Sandy Turnauer

18 Neil Lattin & Rhonda Shulman
19 Rabbi and Anne Saks

22 Harold and Nan Pezzner

Special Anniversaries

25  Melvin and Marsha Levy

Speedy Recovery

Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes
and prayers for a complete
recovery to:

Dan Berry
Morton Brown
Charlie Keil
Libby Platker
May the Lord our G-d send a per-

fect healing from heaven to all his
sick children. Amen.

Is your birthday in
December? Come and join
us at our monthly birthday
celebrations December 5,
2015 and enjoy our deli-
cious birthday cake.

S
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December
Birthdays

Mazal Tov

3 Irene Plotzker

4  Annette Chason

5 Jacob Frankfurt

9 Jack E. Shattuck

12 Lena Jacobs Elzufon

15 Sheila Goldlust

17 Marsha Levy

20 Alvin Meizell

21 Laurie Cowan

23 Arnold Drescher

26 Charlotte Lawson

27 Rachel Epstein
Arnold D. Klein
Neil Lattin

28 Joel Teder

29 Jennie Vershvovsky

30 Irma Skversky
William Weintraub

Special Birthdays

e FEllen & Michael Feingold upon
the birth of a grandson, Adam
Feingold

e Cindy Goldstein for singing the
National Anthem at the Veterans
Day Observance on November 11

e Lanny & Richard Gordon upon
the recent marriage of their
daughter, Stefanie, to Yoni
Schenker.

e Ray & Morris Freschman upon
the engagement  of  their
granddaughter, Samara Leah,
daughter of Robin Jacobs
Freschman, to Evan Scott, son of
Drs. Ferne and Mitch Cohen of
New Jersey.

I Dianne Seidel
23 Alan Goldberg
27 Terry A. Sipress

We Invite You to Sponsor
a Shabbat Kiddush

Dear Fellow AKSE Congregants:

The members of the Kiddush
Fund Committee invite every
family to sponsor at least one
regular Shabbat Kiddush every
year for $36. Your name will be
posted in the Shabbat newsletter
as the sponsor of the Kiddush
that morning. Please think of a
Simcha that is coming up that
you would like to share with your
congregational family such as a
birthday, anniversary, retirement
or any other happy occasion.

Please contact the office at 302-
762-2705 to find out if your
desired Shabbat date is available

CONDOLENCES TO -

Ron and Mollie Makar
upon the passing of their nephew
Matthew Makar
May the Lord comfort the families

among the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem and may they know of]

for sponsorship. Please contact
Judy Berlin at 302-762-3649 to
discuss your special requests.
Additional items like a special
cake or kugels can be included for
an additional charge. Thank you in
advance,

DECEMBER 2015



$ D EC E M B E R YA HRZEI TS $ PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates
2 14 23 which corespond to he Hebrew
Gertrude Ginsburg Eli Lax Irving A. Rutstein dates of death.
4 Joseph Mattes Stanford Sirkin
Rose Simon 15 Eva Teder
Harry Tappman Benjamin Wellin Jacob Zimmerman
S 16 24 AKSE
Charles Cheitlin Abraham Kruger Louis Blume Daily Service Times:
Beatrice Roisman Herman Myers ~ Matthew Hirshout 8%
Paul Sayer 17 25 Monday,Tuesday,Thursday
6 Rose Elizabeth Isadore Tanzer 7:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Caroline Fisch Baker Maurice Winston Wednesday 5:30 p.m.
Hannah Schweizer : 26 Fridav Evenin
Robert Wiener Milton Elzufon Sarah Szczepanski Citron 6:0y0 p.m. ®
7 Solomon Goldberg e Galperin C itv Mi
Edward Clark 18 Milton Hertzfeld O Wednoudays.
Alfred D. Miller Grina Cheitlin 27 7:30 a.m. at Beth Shalom
8 Barbra Sue Marshall Sarah R Citron 730 frl;dggZKSE
Herman Meyer Meritz Imrich Schwarcz Max Feldman Excluding Rosh Chodesh and
10 Abraham Shapiro Kate Kates other special days.
Lorraine Goldman Jacob1(9ioo nin John Izlg/[alsel _ Shabbat
Services at 9:00 a.m.
Berthal "fanzer 20 Irving L. Cohen SEE CA y
: : EE CALENDAR for
Samuel Cohen Charles SglllendOWICh AmMOld ng Concors Mincha Ma ZZriv tin{Zs.
. olly Polsky HOLIDAY TIMES MAY
Gertrude G. Lomish Morris Schultz Jack Safian DIFFER.
Isadore Rubin 22 Herman M Silverman
Nathan Sitzer Max I. Ackerman 29
12 Alex Klein Sylvia Sheckman
Isabelle Fisch Judy Kimmel Spiller 30
Irving H Garfinkel Paul H. Spiller Ilya Lande
Phyllis Kraft Jaime Waserstein  Blanche Sitkoff
13 Jacob Wellikson Harvey Splller
Sylvia Silverman

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL
In the hallowed tradition of our faith ...
a dignified setting with reverence for customs
and observances in strict accord
with family wishes.

519 Philadelphia Pike
762-0334
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WE ARE STRONGER

GETHER

JLWlSh Federation
ShalomDelaware.org OF DELAWARE
BOSCOV’S
Entertaining Made Easy! /‘4[4 C
CATERING SERVICE
. From a small, intimate gourmet dinner
Order Your Famn:te Kosher Foods to a banquet for several hundred . . .
O I'"I|II'"IE from a cocktail party to a formal dinner . . .
Boscov’s A La Carte makes entertaining easy.
WWWSHOPRITECOM/CATERING We’ll bring the party to you . . .
or prepare it in your kitchen, if you prefer. . .
'I‘ | | F perfectly tailored to your specifications,
O ree and very affordably priced.
1-B44-5R-CATERS
fL844 772.2637) The best party you ever gave
is just a phone call away.
el Fimger S dhwich Plafiers, Sm cloed Fish Platters, Frui Plafies, 610-370-3718

et Pl fers, Mini Bage | & Lox Plafle s, Yege table & Dip Pliters
pls Dielicious Rotis serie Chickers, Sabbath Meals and more
all jus i a dick or phone call sreay

- 7

Dl it B Pt off gy e g b S sl i Al e
el e S e v i of Hh ) md e o =D rverm

el e gt gee el HARRIET JACOBS

1300 ROCKY RUN PARKWAY, WILMINGTON, DE
WNWSHOPRMECOM (3074773270

Realtor
Home 302 655 5600 Direct Dial 576 6816

Residential Real Estate
3711 Kennett Pk. Ste. 130
Greenville, Delaware

HOISON o s
hwartz -mail jacobs@psre.com |
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Bayshore, the ONE-STOP-SHOP for all your personal and commercial vehicle needs!

P e — Y
Bayshore Bayshore

“The TRUCK Store”  commerciatused rock cemter 1076 CAR Store”
Hwy

DuPont Hwy 2217 N DuPont
u:?z:ao, DE 19720 New Castie, DE 19720
{m; 241-6644 (800) 241-6644
302) 656-3160 (302) 656-3160 856! 6783311

2015 Focus 2015 Fusion Hybrid 2015 Mustang

s

3wy

2015 Flex—>» Passenger

Transit Connect

VIESTERH STAR

k0 DESEL ELECTRIG O ALTERNATIVE

www.BayshoreFord.com
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH
4412 WASHINGTON BLVD.
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802-1226

Did you know?

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS
FROM AKSE RAISES MONEY o
FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 0O
AT NO COST AND WITHOUT
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.

SUPERMARKETS AND WALGREENS

PLEASE CALL AKSE OFFICE AT 302 762
2705 OR SEE PAGE 18 FOR DETAILS

AMAZON PURCHASES CAN BE MADE VIA
THE AKSE WEBSITE AND NET 4-10% OF
THE PURCHASE PRICE BACK TO AKSE.
PLEASE SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS

Bayshore Ford

21

Please visit the
AKSE website

www.akse.org

Updated daily with current info
and news for you!

DEADLINE FOR JANUARY SHOFAR
IS DECEMBER 15, 2015

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org or mail,
Fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office.
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