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 PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND. APRIL 12 ASSUMES 

THE LEGAL TIMELINE CALENDAR IS MET.  

STAY TUNED 

Dear Congregants: 
 

     We have received a reasonable offer for our building from New Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 

whose current place of worship is in downtown Wilmington. The AKSE Board of Governors has 

approved the offer. An agreement of sale is being negotiated, which will require final approval 

by the Congregation. 

      Assuming the draft agreement of sale is approved by Mt. Olive and certain conditions are met, the 

closing and our exit date would be July 1, 2018. Though this date is quite soon, the strong 

recommendation of our real estate broker and attorney, as well as of the BOG, is that we should not 

jeopardize the sale by delaying. 

      The general plan, then, is to move into a temporary home--either at the JCC or Congregation Beth 

Shalom--in July. High Holiday services will likely be held in the JCC Auditorium. A committee is already 

developing options for our permanent home. Its work is picking up speed as our available funds and 

timing become clearer. 

       This is a very busy and exciting time at AKSE. Besides the permanent home committee, there is a 

committee that has identified temporary home options and will soon be making a recommendation. An 

asset disposition committee has been working long hours to inventory our "stuff" and make decisions 

about what will come with us and what will not. We will, of course, need to remove all of our assets that 

are not part of the agreement of sale when we vacate the building in July. Items we wish to retain will 

be moved either into our temporary home or into storage until our permanent home is ready. 

       Expect a formal "snail-mail" letter calling a special Congregational meeting at which the 

Congregation will learn more details of the sale and vote on its approval. The tentative date for 

the meeting is Thursday, April 12 at 7 p.m. 

          On page 13 there is a list of the activities and organizing taking place. Please read.   

        Thank you for your commitment to our wonderful congregation as we continue on the road to a 

new home that will meet our present and future needs. If you would like to take a more active role in 

this process, please let me know. As always I welcome your questions, feedback, and ideas. 
                            
Sincerely,  

Jonathan Jaffe   

AKSE President 

 
SAVE THE DATE  

 

CAF£ TAMAR   
MONDAY  

MAY 28  6:30 PM 
    

Please see page 4 for more details 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@akse.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

AKSE Website  www.akse.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Jonathan Jaffe,  President 
 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Kerry Shweiki, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Jerry Kritz,  VP Ways & Means 
 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

Eleanor Weinglass & Lisa Elliott 
Secretaries 

 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer  
Maintenance 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

                Rabbi Saksô Message 
 

Why is this holiday different from all other  
holidays?  

 
Pesach (Passover) is different because it is the first 
of holidays. It is no accident that Pesach falls in 
the first month on the Hebrew calendar, Nisan. As 
G-d was in the process of liberating Bõnei Yisrael 
(the Children of Israel), he presented us with the 
commandment of celebrating Rosh Chodesh  (the 
new month). By celebrating the new month which 
corresponds with the new moon, this newly freed 
people would now have its own calendar. The 
significance of presenting a newly freed people 
with their own calendar should not be overlooked. 
A free people should be free to mark time and do 
with their time as they ñand not their former 
masters ñsee fit.  
 
Yet, G -d did not free Bõnei Yisrael simply so we 
could be free. G -d freed us from slavery so we can 
partner with him in improving the world. Seven 
weeks after being liberated, this nascent nation 
arrived at Sinai to receive their roadmap for 
improving the world, in the form of the Torah . 
Bõnei Yisrael is to share this blueprint by serving 
as an Or Lagoyim  (Light unto the Nations) as 
Isaiah put it. Bõnei Yisrael is to serve as an Or 
Lagoyim  by example. But before Israel was 
commanded to lead by example, we had to learn 
by example. The best explanation I have heard for 
why G -d allowed his people to languish as slaves 
in Egypt comes from Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. 
Rabbi Sacks suggests that G -d did not want Bõnei 
Yisrael  to take their freedom for granted, and the 
best way to ensure that someone doesnõt take 
something for granted is to take it away. By taking 
away the peopleõs freedom temporarily, G-d 
ensured that the people not take freedom for 
granted when he returned it to them. 
Furthermore, their suffering would sensitize Bõnei 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Yisrael  to the suffering of others and help them to appreciate the frequently 
repeated command òdo not oppress the stranger,ó for, as the Torah reminds 
Israel, we were strangers in Egypt.  
 
Without the Pesach experience the Torah  would have seemed like a theoretical 
document mapping out how G -d would have preferred the world to be. This 
sounds like a great conversation for students of theology to kick around over a 
cup of coffee. The Pesach experience reminds us that there is much more at 
stake than a great conversation for theologically minded academics. Engraved 
in our national memory is the memory of what happens when G -d steps away 
from the world. Before G -d stepped back into our history to liberate us from 
Egypt, the mighty and wicked stood unopposed in their oppression of 
the  innocent and weak. Our job using G -dõs Torah  (Torah  means teachings) is 
to endeavor to ensure that G -d does not step back from humanity again by 
injecting G -dõs teaching into the world. 
 
Pesach is different from the other holidays because of its foundational nature. 
It lays the groundwork for Israel's calendar, which includes all other holidays. 
Without Pesach none of the other holidays would make sense. Shavuot , which 
celebrates the giving of the Torah , is referred to as Atzeret (Conclusion) in the 
Talmud  because it concludes the Exodus and spells out Israelõs sacred mission 
of improving the world, thus making us partners with G -d. The High Holidays 
celebrate our national relationship with G -d, a relationship which never would 
have developed without the Pesach experience. Sukkot  celebrates how we 
traveled in the desert after being liberated.   
 
Pesach is also unique in providing scriptural support for  the hope of a better 
life. During the Babylonian exile the Jews yearned for a òSecond Pesachó when 
they would be returned to their homeland. The Pilgrims saw their crossing of 
the Atlantic as an Exodus. And it is no surprise that one of the ships that 
carried Holocaust survivors to their ancestral homeland was named the 
Exodus.    
 
Pesach gives us hope, and that is the name of our song, òHatikvah, ó meaning 
òthe hope.ó 
 
Chag Kasher V'Sameach & Lõshana Habaõah BõYerushalayim, 
A Happy and Kosher Passover & Next Year in Jerusalem,  
 

Rabbi Steven Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The Worldôs best Megillah Readers getting it done at AKSE PURIM Celebration. 
 

While we cannot know for sure because of the costumes, satellite reconnaissance suggest the following: 
 
From Left to Right: Howard Stromwasser, Michael Leviton, Neil Lattin, and Mel Zussman 

AKSE PURIM FEBRUARY 28, 2018,  Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 
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CAF£ TAMAR   
 

MONDAY MAY 28  6:30 PM 
 

Community-wide musical 
celebration of Israel's 70th 
birthday featuring dancers, 
singers and musicians from 
throughout the community. 
This year's concert is 
dedicated to the memory of 
Alexander Vega. 

Lenny at 100 

 

Sunday  June 10, 9:30 am 
  
 
 

Sunday breakfast program jointly sponsored by AKSE 
Sisterhood and Men's Club. Following a sumptuous breakfast 
buffet, Anne Zwick Turner will present a lecture with musical 
excerpts celebrating the life and work of Leonard Bernstein, 
emphasizing his relationship to his Judaism and Israel. This year is 
the centenary of his birth. Anne is a professional musician, singer 
and voice coach who has studied Bernstein in depth. 

 

SAVE THE DATES! MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

 
Thursday, March 29 
 Search for Chametz after 8:04 PM 

 

Friday, March 30  Erev Pesach 
Morning Service & Siyum for the first born -7:30 AM 
Chametz may be eaten until 11:01 AM 
Latest Time to burn Chametz ï12:03 PM 
  

Mincha - Maôariv - 7:15 PM at CB Shalom 
AKSE  Community Seder at Cong Beth Shalom 7:45 PM 

Candle Lighting - 7:06 PM 
Kiddush for Seder after 8:07 PM 
  
Saturday, March 31  First Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha - Maôariv - 7:15 PM at CB Shalom 
AKSE  Community Seder at Cong Beth Shalom 7:45 PM 
Candle Lighting and Havdallah after -  8:07 PM 

Kiddush for Seder after 8:07 PM 
  
Sunday,  April 1 Second Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
 Mincha - Maôariv - 7:00  PM 
Havdallah -  8:07 PM  (only over wine) 
 

 
MondayðWednesday, April 2-4 Chol Hamoed 
Morning Service - 7:00 AM  

Mincha - 5:30 PM 
 
Thursday,  April 5 Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit - 7:00 AM  
   Mincha - Ma'ariv - 6:00 PM 
 Candle Lighting - 7:12 PM 
  
  Friday, April 6  Seventh Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service -  9:00 AM 
  Mincha Maôariv - 6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting 7:13 PM 
  
Saturday, April 7, Eighth Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service - 9:00 AM  
  Yizkor Service - 10:45 AM 
    Mincha - Ma'ariv - 7:10 PM 
    Torah Study 
  Havdallah  - 8:14 PM 
  

  
Do not eat any Chametz sold for you by Rabbi                                               
Saks prior to 9:00 PM.       
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Please Note on 

this and the 

following pageS.  

 

Federation has 

several events 

planned around 

Israel 

IndepeNDence 

day,  Yom 

Hazikaron AND 
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TORAH READERS SCHEDULE 2018 

          
                                                                                                6/2    Cantor Redfern  
                                                                                                6/9    Cantor Redfern 
                                                                                                6/16  Partnership Minyan 
                                                                                                6/23  Cantor Redfern 
                                                                                                 6/30  Cantor Redfern 
 4/7                   AKSE Gentlemen  / Pesach 
4/14                  Partnership Minyan 
4/21                  AKSE Gentlemen 
4/28                  Cantor Redfern  
5/5                    Cantor Redfern 
5/12                  Cantor Redfern 
5/19                  AKSE Gentlemen 
5/26                  Cantor Redfern      

 

Bell -Kursh Library  
 

Many of our shul ladies, including me,  are also members of the Hadassah Book Group.   We are all so grateful 
for the generosity of Sam Kursh who has made it possible for us to purchase books for the Bell-Kursh 
Library that our Book Group members may borrow. 
 
In this coming month we will be discussing "Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and their Epic Quest for Gold at 
the 1936 Olympics" by Daniel James Brown.  It is an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in 
the most desperate of times-  the improbable  account of how nine working-class boys from the American West 
showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant. 
 
 
Come to the library and read about this remarkable achievement!  
 
 

Ella Zukoff 

Parsha and Pizza  

 Study Torah with Rabbi Saks and fellow congregants 

Wednesdays following afternoon minyan, about 6 pm.  

Continues the Wednesday after Passover April 11 

 


