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Vol. XLVI I No. 1                       THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            SEPTEMBER  2019 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 5780-2019 
 

SELICHOT SERVICES (1801 Baynard Blvd) 
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Dialogue   and Refreshments                   9:00 PM 
Selichot Services                                      10:00 PM 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

               Sunday, September 22, 2019      1:00 PM 
(Alan Schoenberg Building , Jewish Community Cemetery)   

 

EREV (FIRST EVENING OF) ROSH HASHANAH 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 

Mincha/Maôariv Service                             6:00 PM 
Candle Lighting                                      6:30 PM 

 

FIRST DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Monday, September 30, 2019 

Birchot Hashachar                                     8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                     8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                             9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors              10:15 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                            10:45 AM 
Sermon  : ñHow being trapped like Jonah taught me 
not to cut of my nose to spite my faceò  11:10 AM                            
Musaf Service                                           11:30 AM 
Mincha Service                                           5:45 PM 
Tashlich                                                       6:15 PM 
Maôariv Service                                           7:00 PM 
Candle Lighting after                              7:26 PM 

 

SECOND DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Tuesday, October 1, 2019 

Birchot Hashachar                                     8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                     8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                             9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors              10:15 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                            10:45 AM 
Sermon : ñFour out of ten adults regret their life 
choicesò                                                11:10 AM                                        
  Musaf Service                                           11:30 AM 
 Mincha/Maôariv Service                            6:30 PM 
Havdallah                                               7:25 PM  
  

 

 FAST OF GEDALIA (1801 Baynard Blvd) 
Wednesday October 2,  2019 

Fast begins 5:47 AM  and concludes at 7:13 PM 
Shacharit                                                        8:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv Service                                    6:15 PM 

 

EREV (EVENING OF) YOM KIPPUR 
Tuesday, October 8,  2019 

Candle Lighting before                               6:47 PM 
Fast begins                                                6:15 PM 
Kol Nidre                           PROMPTLY at 6:45 PM 
Sermon: ñThank you Congresswoman Omar?ò 
                             

YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, October 9, 2019 

Birchot Hashachar                                        8:00 AM 
Shacharit                                                        8:30 AM 
Torah Service                                              10:00 AM 
Sermon : ñKaddish: Not an end but a  
beginningò                                                      11:00 AM   
 Yizkor Memorial Service                            11:45 AM 
Musaf Service                                              12:30 PM 
Rabbiôs Teach-In                                          4:15 PM 
Mincha Service                                              4:50 PM 
Neôilah                                                             6:00 PM 
Sounding of the Shofar &  
  Maôariv Service                                           7:13 PM  

 
Childrenôs services will take place in the JCC Senior 
Lounge. Members and their out-of-town guests are 
welcome at these services. Juice and sweets will be 
available at the JCC following the fast. Logistical 
issues prevent us from offering the usual full "break-the
-fast" of recent years. 

 Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services will take place in the Siegel 
JCC Auditorium.  
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

Transitional Home 

1801 Baynard Blvd. 

Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 
 

Mailing Address 

PO BOX 7305  
Wilmington, DE 19803-7305  

 
 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Alan Bleier,  President 
 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 
 

 

Lena Elzufon  
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 
 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 
 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

 
Shalom Chaverim, 

 

Judaism separates kedusha (holiness) into two spheres: 

time and place. The concept of holy time appears almost 

immediately, at the end of the creation story, as God proclaims 

Shabbat. Yet the concept of holy space doesnôt appear in Bereshit 

at all. It is introduced in Shemot at the Burning Bush as God 

commands Moshe to remove his shoes for he is standing on admat 
kodesch (holy ground). The concept of holy space is then 

expanded to the Mishkan (tabernacle) and unlimitedly to Eretz 
Yisrael. 

Why does holy time precede holy space? The answer is that 

space is only a tool, but how we choose to spend our time defines 

who we are. A family is not ultimately defined by the house they 

reside in but by their actions. In preparing the people to enter the 

Promised Land, Moshe goes to great lengths to remind them that 

they will only receive the promises of the Promised Land (its 

blessings of prosperity) if they make good use of their time. In 

other words, he is cautioning the nation that, though they have 

now reached their physical destination, they must continue to 

sanctify time by making time to perform acts of kedusha. 

It should be noted that the concept of sanctifying time is 

not limited to pre-ordained sanctified time such as Shabbat and 

Chagim (holidays), but should be expanded to the weekday by 

setting aside time for the performance of mitzvot, such as Bikor 
Cholim (visiting the sick) for example. By doing so we infuse the 

weekdays with kedusha as well. Moshe in essence warns that, if 

Bônei Yisrael fails to make time to infuse kedusha into their lives, 

they will be no better than the Canaanites who God has 

commanded them to displace.  

While we are all eager to find a permanent home for our 

AKSE family, we must remember that a physical residence is only a 
klipa (outer shell). What makes us who we are is how we choose 

to spend our time and energy. Though we do not yet have a 

permanent physical structure, now is the time to come home by 

joining us for the Yamim Noraim (High Holidays). I look forward to 

seeing you at High Holiday services taking place at the JCC. 

Lôshana Tova Uômetukah, 

 Rabbi Saks   
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These services take place at  

1801 Baynard Blvd 
 
 

EVENING OF (EREV) SUCCOT 
Sunday October 13, 2019 

  

  Mincha/Maôariv  Service                             6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting                                      6:07 PM 
  

FIRST DAY OF SUCCOT 
Monday, October 14,  2019 

  

  Shacharit                                                    9:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv Service                             6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting:                                    7:05 PM 
 

SECOND DAY OF SUCCOT 
Tuesday, October 15,  2019 

  

  Shacharit                                                    9:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv Service                             6:20 PM 
  Havdallah (wine only)                           7:04 PM   
  

 
These services take place at  

1801 Baynard Blvd 
 
 

HOSHANAH RABBAH 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

  

  Shacharit                                                  8:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv Service                           6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting                                   5:57 PM 
    

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Monday,  October 21,  2019 

  Shacharit                                                 9:00 AM 
  Yizkor Memorial Service                     10:45 AM 
  Mincha                                               6:00 PM 
  Maôariv Service                                     6:15 PM 
   Hakafot                                               6:30 PM  
  Candle Lighting                                  6:55 PM         
   

SIMCHAT TORAH 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

  Shacharit                                                9:00 AM 
  Hakafot                                                  10:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv     Service                     6:00 PM 
  Havdallah  (wine only)                       6:54 PM   

Thank you to Shirley Fisch, Jonathan Jaffe, Dianne Seidel & Mark Wagman for collating & 
stuffing the High Holiday mailing  é.Sharon Marshall  



 4       SHOFAR SEPTEMBER,  2019 

 

Presidentès Message 
 
Dear Fellow Congregants: 

 
We are now, as I write this note, into the last third of 2019! 
 
Much has changed for AKSE since this time last year.  A short list of the changes includes: 
 
Å   Relocation to our transitional home at the CBS Building and the accompanying sharing of space 
with Congregation Beth Shalom, following the sale of #4412, 

 

Å   Combining some events with CBS, such the Tikkun Leil Shavuot,  
 

Å   Establishment of an occasional ñMobileò Minyan for Mincha/Maôariv, 
 

Å   Holding Caf® Tamar in the JCC, and 
 

Å   Welcoming members of CBS who often have joined us in praying and in learning. 
 

As we approach the High Holidays, two noteworthy developments are: 
 

      Å   ALL services for Rosh Hashanah and for Yom Kippur will be held at the JCC; the main 
services will be held in the Auditorium and the childrenôs services will be held in the Senior Lounge.  

 

     Å   Other Holiday-related services will be held at the CBS Building, namely, Leil Selichot and all  
services between the end of Rosh Hashanah and the Morning Minyan on Tuesday, 8 October. 
 
We will resume services at the CBS Building the day after Yom Kippur, 10 October.  Sukkot,  Shemini 
Atzeret, and Simchat Torah will be celebrated in our transitional home. 

 

Important Current Activities.  Relocation to a permanent home in a timely fashion and keeping our 
AKSE family intact during this transitional period are top priorities.  Regarding the first one, the 
Permanent-Home Search Committee is pursuing its strategy to identify candidate facilities.  Please see 
the core strategy concepts outlined in the July-August issue of the Shofar. 
 

As for maintaining our AKSE family, you ought to have received your Dues Statement.  Please notify 
the Office if you did not receive yours.  If you have not already done so, please:  

(1) Notify the Office of your intent to renew membership at the earliest time possible, 
even if you typically spread payment over an extended time; and 

 

(2) Please submit monies as soon as you can. 
 

Rabbi Saks and I are resources for you in this regard.  Please direct any questions or concerns 
regarding the renewal of your membership to one of us.  Either of us will discuss them with you and, if 
needed, arrange for the appropriate individuals in the Shul to contact you to meet your needs. 
 
In closing, I invite you to contact me or any member of the Board of Governors with feedback on the 
topics addressed herein, to share your thoughts about our transitional location, and to discuss any 
other AKSE issue that concerns you.  We seek and, indeed, welcome your guidance. 
 
Because this issue of the Shofar is likely to arrive in the month of Elul, I extend to each 
of you and your family the traditional greeting, 
 
LôShanah Tovah Umetukah Tikateivu (ñMay you be inscribed for a good and sweet 
year)! 
 
  Alˉʘ   A_Bleier@verizon.net 
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Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth  
Endowed Honorees - 2019 (5780) 

/ÈÜÓÈɯ&ÖÙËÖÕ            #ÈÝÐËɯ!ÙÖÞÕ 

 ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ'ÐÎÏɯ'ÖÓÐËÈàÚɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌɯ/ÈÜÓÈɯ&ÖÙËÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ!ÙÖÞÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÏÖÕÖÙÚȮɯ
ÌÕËÖÞÌËɯÉàɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ *2$ȭɯ/ÈÜÓÈɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÖÜÙɯÏÖÕÖÙÌÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯËÈàɯÖÍɯ1ÖÚÏɯ'ÈÚÏÈÕÈÏȰɯ
#ÈÝÐËȮɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÌÊÖÕËɯ ËÈàȭɯ !ÖÛÏɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌÔɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÔÈËÌɯ ÌßÛÌÕÚÐÝÌɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÐÍÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÖÜÙɯ
ÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭ 

$ÈÙÓàɯ ÓÈÚÛɯ àÌÈÙɯ /ÈÜÓÈɯ ÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÜÕËÌÙÛÈÒÌɯ Èɯ ÏÜÎÌɯ ÈÕËɯ ÊÙÐÛÐÊÈÓɯ
×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɭÖÙÎÈÕÐáÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÝÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÜÙɯÚàÕÈÎÖÎÜÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɯ
!ÓÝËȭɯ.ÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÈɯàÌÈÙȮɯÚÏÌɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÊÖÜÕÛÓÌÚÚɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÐÕÎɯƙƛɯàÌÈÙÚɯ
ÖÍɯÈÊÊÜÔÜÓÈÛÌËɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÖÝÌÙÚÈÞɯÈÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯƘƔɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓÚɯ
ÏÌÓ×ÌËɯɁÚÖÙÛȮɯÚÊÏÓÌ×ȮɯËÐÚÔÈÕÛÓÌȮɯÉÜÐÓËȮɯÙÌ×ÈÐÙȮɯ×ÈÊÒȮɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌȭɂɯ6ÐÛÏɯÚÌÕÚÐÛÐÝÐÛàɯ
ÛÖɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÖÍɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯÝÈÓÜÌȮɯ/ÈÜÓÈɯ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ)ÌÞÐÚÏɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯ
ÖÍɯ #ÌÓÈÞÈÙÌɯ ȹ)'2#Ⱥɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ 4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯ ÖÍɯ /ÌÕÕÚàÓÝÈÕÐÈɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ ÈÕËɯ
ËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛɯÚàÕÈÎÖÎÜÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯ2ÏÌɯÚÈÞɯÛÖɯÐÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÊÌÚÚɯÉÖÖÒÚɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÛÌÔÚɯ
ÞÌÙÌɯÚÖÓËɯÖÙɯËÖÕÈÛÌËɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÙÖÞÕɯÈÞÈàȭɯ/ÈÜÓÈɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ
 *2$ɀÚɯ/ÌÙÔÈÕÌÕÛɯ'ÖÔÌɯ2ÌÈÙÊÏɯ"ÖÔÔÐŲÌÌɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ)'2#ɯÉÖÈÙËȭɯ
'ÌÙɯÓÐÍÌÓÖÕÎɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯ *2$ɯÙÜÕÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÏÌÙɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȮɯ'ÌÓÌÕɯ&ÖÙËÖÕɯ
ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÛÌɯ,ÌÕËÌÓɯ&ÖÙËÖÕȮɯÞÏÖɯÑÖÐÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÜ×ÖÕɯÈÙÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ
6ÐÓÔÐÕÎÛÖÕɯÐÕɯƕƝƙƙȭ 

#ÈÝÐËɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÖÜÙɯ!ÈɀÈÓɯ3ÖÒÌÈɯȹ2ÏÖÍÈÙɯ!ÓÖÞÌÙȺɯÚÐÕÊÌɯƕƝƛƔȭɯ6ÐÛÏɯÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ
ÏÜÔÐÓÐÛàȮɯ ÏÌɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÌÕÈÉÓÌËɯ ÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÕÛÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÍÜÓŗÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÔÐųÝÈÏɯ ÖÍɯ ÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ
ÚÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÖÍÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯƙƔɯàÌÈÙÚȭɯ#ÈÝÐËɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ
ÚÏÖÍÈÙɯÉÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÖÛÏɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÈÕËɯÈËÜÓÛÚȭɯ *2$ɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÏÖÔÌɯÛÖɯ
#ÈÝÐËɯ ÈÚɯÏÌɯ ÎÙÌÞɯ Ü×ȭɯ  ÍÛÌÙɯ ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÐÕÎɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÌÌÕÈÎÌɯ ËÈÕÊÌɯ ÎÙÖÜ×Ȯɯ ÏÌɯ
×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ *2$ɀÚɯÈËÜÓÛɯËÈÕÊÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ/ÏÐÓÈËÌÓ×ÏÐÈɯ)ÌÞÐÚÏɯ#ÈÕÊÌɯ
$ÕÚÌÔÉÓÌȭɯ'ÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÌËɯÐÕɯ(ÚÙÈÌÓɯÍÖÙɯ3áÈÏÈÓȭɯ ɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȮɯ#ÈÝÐËɯÏÈÚɯ
ÉÌÌÕɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÓÈÞÈÙÌɯ-ÈÛÜÙÌɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯÈÕËɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ&ÌÖÎÙÈ×ÏÐÊȮɯ
ÈÔÖÕÎɯ ÖÛÏÌÙÚȭɯ 'Ìɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÊÖÔÉÐÕÌËɯ ÏÐÚɯ )ÌÞÐÚÏɯ ÈÕËɯ ÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚɯ ÐÕɯ
ÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯ ÈÛɯ "ÈÔ×ɯ )""Ȯɯ &ÙÈųɯ 'ÌÉÙÌÞɯ 'ÐÎÏɯ 2ÊÏÖÖÓȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÈÛɯ Èɯ 2ÊÐÌÕÛÐÚÛÚɯ ÐÕɯ
2àÕÈÎÖÎÜÌÚɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÈÛɯ *2$ȭɯ'ÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌɯÈɯ/ÏÐÓÈËÌÓ×ÏÐÈɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ
2/-(ɯȹ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ-ÈÛÜÙÌɯÐÕɯ(ÚÙÈÌÓȺȭ 

Please join your fellow Congregants in recognizing our honorees by making a contribution 
to "endow" their honors. A special booklet distributed at High Holiday services will list 
all contributors ($25 minimum) for each honoree. Please return the form below to the 
AKSE office by September 18 to ensure that your name is included in the special leaflet. 

$-#.6$#ɯ'.-.1ɯ".-31(!43(.-ɯ%.1,ɯƖƔƕƝɯɯȹƙƛƜƔȺ 

ȹÔÐÕÐÔÜÔɯȜƖƙɯ×ÌÙɯÏÖÕÖÙÌÌȺ 
 

ɯɯ/ÈÜÓÈɯ&ÖÙËÖÕɯȹƕÚÛɯ#Èàɯ1ÖÚÏɯ'ÈÚÏÈÕÈÏȺɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

ɯɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ!ÙÖÞÕɯȹƖÕËɯ#Èàɯ1ÖÚÏɯ'ÈÚÏÈÕÈÏȺɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 

ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ3ÖÛÈÓɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯȜɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 
 

8ÖÜÙɯ-ÈÔÌɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍɍ 
(exactly as you wish it to appear in the listings; for example, Susan and Joseph Cohen) 
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By Mark Wagman, Member, j-VOICE Committee 

When David Brown comes up to the Bimah on the first day of the Jewish year 
5780 later this month, it will be the 50th straight Rosh Hashanah at which he has 
blown shofar for Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth. Though I have only been a member 
of AKSE for the last 38 years, I can tell you for sure the congregation treasures its 
Baôal Tokea (shofar blower). On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, AKSE will 
honor David for his dedicated service. 

David comes by his talent and love for music through his parents, Faith and Lou 
Brown. Lou has been a member of the AKSE High Holiday choir for nearly 70 
years. Faith and Lou founded AKSEôs popular Caf® Tamar musical celebration of 
Israel more than 60 years ago.  

This milestone seemed like an appropriate time to query David about his nearly 
lifelong calling. 

Mark: What originally attracted you to shofar blowing? 

David: I remember being fascinated by the shofar blowing of Tim Tomases, in what seemed like the far-off distance from 
where we were sitting at the Scottish Rite Cathedral where AKSE held its High Holiday services at the time. I guess you 
could say I heeded the sound of that shofar. 

M: You didnôt have the internet to help you learn how to blow the shofar. What was most important for you in learning to 
master the art?  

D: I tried different instruments in elementary school and by 5th grade played the Alto Horn. I have studied and practiced 
shofar through the years. I also studied the halacha and minhagim (laws and customs) of shofar with Rabbi Leonard 
Gewirtz, longtime spiritual leader of AKSE. 

M: As with any musical instrument, I would imagine that proper technique is essential to achieving good sound with the 
shofar. Can you share a couple key tricks of the trade that you teach to an aspiring Baôal Tokea? 

D: The shofar has a small mouthpiece so one has to focus the ñblowò into a small area. Without the shofar it sounds like a 
rude buzzing noise. The custom is to blow slightly right of center of one's lips. The shofar is always aimed upwards, 
whether it has one curve or many curves. 

I would remind potential shofar enthusiasts to remember to BREATHE. Also, like any instrument, practice is very 
important. Mindfulness is appropriate when practicing. 

M: Tell us about your shofar and what you like about it. 

D: My parents arranged with Rabbi Gewirtz to obtain a shofar for me when he went to Israel. He tried a number of shoferot 
and liked the sound of the one I now have. This shofar was my High School Graduation present from my parents. I 
appreciate how it arrived here, and it reminds me of my parentsô delight in getting it for me and of the wonderful memories 
I have of knowing Rabbi Gewirtz and his family. 

M: Is it correct that it is a mitzvah to listen to the shofar, but it is not a mitzvah to blow the shofar? When you are blowing 
the shofar, do you think about your relationship to the listener? 

D: Hearing the shofar is the mitzvah. I appreciate having the privilege of blowing shofar for the congregation, and it is 
important for me to do the best job I can so that everyone hears the notes. 

M: Can you tell us about a particularly memorable moment in your shofar blowing? 

D: Early on, a congregant said, "I didn't hear nine blasts for Teruah." I did nine, but just to make sure everyone heard at 
least nine I blew thirteen Teruah notes. I think I did this for two years and then went back to doing nine notes. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Greetings from Mitzi and Elliott Echt in Israel. They send their regards to AKSE family and miss everyone.  
Dianne and Jeff Seidel visited the Echts in Modiôin.  

It is memorable to stand with the choir when doing the blasts and also enjoyable to introduce younger children to shofar. 
Rabbi Saks has, on occasion, had children announce the blasts to get them involved. 

M: Your shofar blowing is always perfection, but I am particularly amazed by your Tekiah Gedolah. It is not only very 
long, but it is a pure, unwavering tone. Did it take a lot of trial and error to master it, and do you continue to push yourself 
to longer blasts? 

D: You are kind, but I am never totally satisfied with the shofar sounds. When I practice during the month of Elul, I build 
up to doing at least forty blasts, which is the most a Ba'al Tokea does at one time during the service. I focus on breathing, 
posture, and practicing the length of the blasts, which are supposed to be equal: One Tekiah equals three Shevarim equals 
nine Teruot. I especially have to take a good breath before the Tekiah Gedolah. Some Ba'alei Tokea are skilled in ñcircular 
breathingò and can blow for an amazing length of time. I am not one of them. My goal is to blow for ten seconds or more. 

M: Now that you have been blowing shofar at AKSE for nearly two generations, do you feel a desire and obligation to 
ñpass the shofarò to the next generation in your family and community? 

D: I have trained a number of shofar blowers through the years. Most have moved away. My current student is my age. In 
my family our youngest daughter is a gifted shofar blower. She has superior skills compared to me.  

M: Any final thoughts? 

D: I am grateful to Adas Kodesch for allowing me to be the Ba'al Tokea for almost 50 years. I always treat this honor with 
great appreciation and respect. If there is someone out there who would like lessons, please let me know! 

Photo credit: Mark Wagman 

Reprinted with permission from the September issue of the j-VOICE Monthly 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Saks family with Seidel Family: Mara, Tom, Gefen and Noga at their home in Kibbutz Netzer Sereni in IsraelΦ 

 

WOMENôS SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE:  THE TRADITION CONTINUES!!  
 
 
The 38

th
 annual AKSE Womenôs Simchat Torah service will take 

place on Tuesday morning, October 22
nd
, 2019. The service will 

begin at approximately 10:30 a.m., after the 7
th
 Hakafah. 

 
All women and girls in the community are welcome. Please contact 
Sylvia Wagman at 302-475-8351 or srwag8@comcast.net or 
Harriet Ainbinder at 302-478-6314 or haza@verizon.net if you 
would like to participate. 

mailto:srwag8@comcast.net
mailto:haza@verizon.net
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Mobile Minyan, Lodge Lane, Wednesday July 17. Scott Slomowitz leads the service. Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 
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Help Wanted 
V.P. Finance Needed 
 
Neil Rosen is on his second stint as V.P. Finance for AKSE, serving for about ten years 
altogether. Alas, he wants to make this fiscal year his last one, so effective June 30 2020, 
AKSE is in need of a V.P. Finance.  If we get underway early, there will be plenty of time to 
overlap with Neil to learn the ropes. After July 1, 2020, Neil will be ñaroundò to help the 
new V.P. Finance, but in a much reduced role. Please call the office at 302 762 2705 to get in 
touch with Neil.  

ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH CONGREGATION 
P.O. BOX 7305 

WILMINGTON, DE  19803-7305 
 
 

ORDER YOUR LULAV AND ETROG FOR SUKKOT 

 
One of the most colorful mitzvot is the mitzvah of Lulav and Etrog.  
The Lulav and Etrog are made up of four distinct species known as the 
Arbaôah Minim: the citron, palm branches, myrtle leaves and willow 
leaves. They are used in the Hallel service and in the Hoshanah pro-
cession during services on all the days of Sukkot (except Shabbat).  At home, too, each member 
of the family holds and the waves the Arbaôah Minim in all six directions indicating that G-dôs 
glory fills the entire universe.   
 
The prices for the complete set, including packaging and shipping, are as follows: 
 
STANDARD SET - $36.00       MUVCHARIM - $46.00       MôHUDARIM - $56.00 
 
Please complete the ñtear-offò section below, and return it to the Synagogue office, with your 
payment, so that we receive it no later than Monday, September 16

th . If you think your order 
may not reach us by this date, please call the Synagogue office and place your order by phone.  
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER AGAIN THIS YEAR, EVEN IF 
YOU ORDERED LAST YEAR. 
 
Best wishes for a healthy and prosperous New Year to all. 
 
Rabbi Steven Saks 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SUKKOT 5780 - 2019 
 

Please order a Lulav and Etrog for my/our use during Sukkot.  I have enclosed payment. 
 
    _______ Standard Set ($36) _______ Muvcharim ($46) _______ Môhudarim ($56) 
 
Name (please print) ____________________________   Phone No.  _______________ 
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Sharon Berry, from her last visit to Israel, provided these photos of the Gravestones of Rabbi Leonard 
and Mrs. Gladys Gewirtz. Thank you Sharon. Gravestones located in Eretz Hachaim Cemetery, near 
the city of Beit Shemesh. For further details, the website of the cemetery is: 
 

https://www.eretzhachaim.org/  

May their memory be for a blessing 

https://www.eretzhachaim.org/
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      Weekday Service Initiative 
 
Congregation : An assembly of people for religious worship or teaching (Websterôs New World  
Dictionary) 
 
For many years the congregants of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth could take pride in our twice-daily services. These 
services provide an opportunity to take a few minutes to pray to Hashem, to reflect on our personal successes and 
worries and to connect with our fellow congregants.  After most services, Rabbi Saks teaches for a few minutes.   
 

The problem.  In recent years, attendance at weekday services has dropped significantly.  While we still hold 
services twice a day, having a minyan at those services has become the exception and it is not uncommon to have 
fewer than five people at a service.  
 

A proposal: we are asking each member of our AKSE congregation, both men and women, to commit to 
attend at least one weekday service every month.   
 

Some questions you may have: 
What do you mean by weekday services?  We mean every service during the week with the exception of 
Shabbat morning**.  Thankfully, we have a steady core of congregants who attend Shabbat morning services.  If 
you are attending on Shabbat ï please donôt stop. 
 

Does it matter which weekday service I attend?  Please select a service that fits with your schedule so that you 
can attend regularly.  That said, there are some services which would benefit most from additional attendance:   

¶ Thursday morning we are often close to a minyan and attendance of a few more men would enable us to read 
Torah and say Kaddish. 

¶ Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv services are a beautiful way to bring in Shabbat ï and having 
more congregants present adds to the beauty of the service. 

¶ Wednesday afternoon ï come to pray and stay for Parsha and Pizza 

Å    Sunday morning ï services are a little later (8:00 am) and weôre not rushing off to work. 
 

What do you mean by each member of the congregation:  Women as well as men?  Yes ï prayer, reflection, 
connecting with congregants and learning are important for both women and men.  While we need ten men 
present to make a minyan, every service is enhanced when more people ï women and men - are present.   
 

How do I commit to attend one service a month?  Pick a date and time that you can attend.  Write it in your 
calendar or create a reminder on your phone or computer.  Call the AKSE office and put your name on the list. 
Sign up online. Do whatever works best to remember to attend.   
 

Will this guarantee a minyan at every service?  No.  Even if every congregant attends at least one weekday 
service a month, there will probably be services without a minyan.  But, attendance will be much better than it is 
now and the number of services when a minyan is present will be increased.   
 

What if I have trouble getting to services?  Call a congregant who can drive and ask for a ride.  Or call the 
AKSE office and ask to be connected with a congregant who can drive you.  Some of our congregants have 
limited mobility; at least once a month we plan to have services at alternate locations, such as Lodge Lane or the 
Kutz Home or Shipley Manor so that all our congregants can participate. 
 

Please contact any of the people listed below with your questions and comments.  We hope that youôll support 
your fellow congregants and hope to see you at services soon. 
 

Rabbi Steven Saks, Mel Zussman, Scott Slomowitz, Kerry Shweiki, Alan Bleier, Phyllis Feibus, Marty Zukoff 
and Maurice Linett 
 
 
** Weekday morning services are Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00 and Wednesday and Friday at 7:30 a.m.  Afternoon 
services are Monday through Thursday at 5:30 pm, Friday at 6:30 p.m. and Saturday one hour before Shabbat ends. 
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TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2019 

9/7  Cantor Redfern 
9/14 Cantor Redfern 
9/21 Cantor Redfern 
9/28 Partnership Minyan 
 

10/5 Cantor Redfern 
10/12 Cantor Redfern 
10/19 AKSE Men 
10/26 Cantor Redfern 
 

 

11/2 Cantor Redfern 
11/9 AKSE Men 
11/16 Cantor Redfern 
11/23 Cantor Redfern 
11/30 Cantor Redfern 

12/7 Cantor Redfern 
12/14 Cantor Redfern 
12/21 Cantor Redfern 
12/28 AKSE Men 
 

Plenty of AC at a recent Executive Board Meeting at Club Kef room at CBS. Tablecloth usage for warmth and a 
fashion statement. Lena Elzufon, Harriet Ainbinder, and Dianne Siedel as models. Photo by Jonathan Jaffe 


