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Vol. XLIV No. 1                              THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                           SEPTEMBER 2021 

 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 

EREV (FIRST EVENING OF) ROSH HASHANAH 
Monday, September 6, 2021 

Mincha/Maôariv                                         6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting                                      7:07 PM 

 

FIRST DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

Shacharit                                                     8:45 AM 
Torah Service                                             9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors              10:15 AM 
Mask Break                                           10:30 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                            10:45 AM 
Sermon  : ñHow did AKSE survive the 
              pandemic?ò                                    11:10 AM                                                              
Musaf                                                      11:30 AM 
Mincha                                                        6:30 PM 
Candle Lighting after                               8:04 PM 

 

SECOND DAY OF ROSH HASHANAH 
Wednesday, September 8,  2021 

Shacharit                                                     8:45 AM 
Torah Service                                             9:30 AM 
Awarding of Endowed Honors              10:15 AM 
Mask Break                                           10:30 AM 
Sounding of the Shofar                            10:45 AM 
Sermon : ñStop hiding behind the 
                 concept of TIkkun Olamò     11:10 AM                                        
  Musaf                                                    11:30 AM 
 Mincha/Maôariv                                          7:15 PM 
Havdallah                                                8:04 PM 
   

 FAST OF GEDALIA 
Thursday, September 9, 2021 

Fast begins 5:26 AM  and concludes at 7:41 PM 
Shacharit   (Zoom)                                     8:00 AM 
Mincha/Maôariv (Zoom)                                   6:15 PM 

  

                  Sunday, September 12, 2021       
Tashlich                                                 12:30 PM 
(Park at Lea Blvd. and Washington Blvd.) 

Cemetery Yizkor Service                        1:30 PM 
(Alan Schoenberg Building , Jewish Community Cemetery)   

 

EREV (EVENING OF) YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, September 15,  2021 

Fast begins                                                7:06 PM 
Mincha                                                       6:30 PM 
Kol Nidre                         PROMPTLY at 6:45 PM 
Candle Lighting before                              6:52 PM 
Sermon: ñMaking up with dearly departed loved onesò 
                             

YOM KIPPUR 
Thursday, September 16, 2021 

Shacharit                                                        8:45 AM 
Torah Service                                              10:00 AM 
Mask Break                                                   TBD 
Sermon : ñRecycling Yourself: Learning from 
                   AKSEôs own heroesò                        11:00 AM  
 Yizkor Memorial Service                            11:45 AM 
Musaf                                                          12:15 PM 
Mincha                                                           5:30 PM 
Neôilah                                                             6:50 PM 
Sounding of the Shofar, Maôariv 
and Havdallah (end of fast)                       7:51 PM  
  

Childrenôs services will take place in our building 
(2412 Pennsylvania Ave.) at approx. 11 AM on both 
days of Rosh Hashanah and 10:45 AM on Yom Kippur. 

 Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services 
will take place in Miller Hall in Immanuel 
Church at 2414 Pennsylvania Ave. See 
parking information on page 3. 

Please bring any Machzor you have belonging to AKSE to Rosh Hashanah or Kol Nidre services. 

Please note that, due to COVID safety considerations, all attendees over 12 years old must be fully 
vaccinated, with proof on file or presented at the door. All attendees over 3 years old must wear a 
mask during services. Services this year are shortened and with mask breaks for your comfort. 
See page 3 for resources for at-home holiday observance for those not able to gather in person. 



                                                                            PAGE   2 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

 
ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

(Please use the above address 
rather than the P.O. Box 
address to send us mail) 

 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Alan Bleier,  President 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 

Martin Cohn, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Lena Elzufon,  VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 

 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe Shofar Editor 
Mark Wagman Asst. Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Rabbi Saksô Message 

 
 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 
Weathering the pandemic has been an emotional 
rollercoaster. There was relief for many that coronavirus was 
beginning to subside as vaccinations became available and 
cases plummeted. However, the emergence of the Delta 
variant has robbed a return to a sense of normality which had 
appeared to be around the corner.  
 
With the guidance of our Health Committee, which was 
formed to help AKSE reopen safely, we have successfully 
held Shabbat services throughout the summer and are 
planning to have in-person High Holiday services. Some 
safety guideline information was included in the High 
Holiday packet you received in the mail in early August, 
but these guidelines have already changed due to the 
changing situation. 
 
If you have additional health concerns regarding in-person 
services, as your rabbi I strongly encourage you to speak to 
your doctor; share AKSEôs current COVID guidelines with 
him/her, which can be found in this Shofar and at 
www.AKSE.org. Please follow your doctor's advice, as 
Pekuach Nefesh (safeguarding life) is of paramount 
importance. I am happy to speak to your doctor as well as 
to explain our safety procedures.  
 
Please note that recordings of High Holiday services will be 
made available online as they were last year, particularly for 
those who feel uncomfortable gathering in person. If you 
have any questions, please donôt hesitate to contact me. Let 
us pray that this upcoming year of 5782 is a year in which we 
can safely return to living without the anxiety of coronavirus. 
May we all be inscribed in Sefer Hachayim (the Book of 
Life). 
 

Shana Tova, 

Rabbi Steven Saks 
stevensaks5@gmail.com 
302.494.7928 

http://www.AKSE.org
mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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RESOURCES FOR AT-HOME HIGH HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE 
 
Because of the pandemic situation, we realize that some of you may be unable to attend in-person services, or 
may just feel uncomfortable doing so. We are doing our best to provide you with the tools you need for a 
meaningful and enjoyable holiday observance. Here are some of those resources: 

¶ Many of you should still have the materials we distributed last year before the High Holidays, including a 
Machzor, Yizkor Book, and instructions for davening alone on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Please 
utilize these again this year. We plan to also provide a link to these instructions in an email blast. 

¶ We will again provide links to video recordings of the High Holiday services, including this yearôs sermons 
by Rabbi Saks. You can view these whenever you wish. 

¶ We are planning many Zoom events before and after the actual holidays, including Yizkor services before 
Yom Kippur and before Shemini Atzeret, and the Kol Nidre prayer together with in-person services. See 
details of Zoom events on page 5. Rabbi Saks is also giving a class via Zoom in preparation for Yom 
Kippur; see a flyer with details on page 7. 

¶ There will be an outdoor Shofar blowing on both days of Rosh Hashanah at approx. 10:45 AM, outside our 
building at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. 

PARKING INFO FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 
 
Please park in the parking lot behind Immanuel Church (2414 Pennsylvania Ave.), which is also adjoining the 
AKSE building at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave. The entrance to the parking lot is on Greenhill Ave. After you park, 
look for a sign marking the church entrance to access Miller Hall. 
 
If the parking lot is full, consider these other parking options: 

¶ Greenhill Avenue: Between 7th and 11th Streets (Northbound side between Lancaster Pike and 
Pennsylvania Avenue). There is a parking lane that can be used ï Keep wheels off curb and grass. 

¶ In the Wawaset Park neighborhood off Greenhill Avenue (between 7th and 11th Streets) parking is 
available, EXCEPT: 

-  11th Street off Greenhill Avenue, between Greenhill Avenue and Nottingham Road and 

- All of MacDonough Street. 
  
Please be sure to abide by any parking signs, and DO NOT block driveways. 
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Presidentôs Message 
 

Dear Fellow Congregants: 

Rosh Hashanah begins the evening of Monday, September 6. I can hardly believe that 
the start of 5782 is already upon us! May it be a year of health, peace, prosperity, and 
joy for you, your loved ones, friends, our congregation, the community, and for all Israel. 

We are excited to be in our new home, and we look forward to assembling for in-person 
High Holiday services in Miller Hall, the large social hall of Immanuel Church next to our 
building. The Leadership wishes that we could accommodate everyone who wants to attend, but it is not 
possible to do so due to the social distancing demands currently in place. Services will not be fully 
ñnormal.ò They will be somewhat curtailed because the required masking would challenge most of us over 
the durations of the typical High Holiday services. A revised schedule of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services appears earlier in this issue of the Shofar. Please consult it when making plans to attend the 
services that you recently requested. 

Even with its constraints, this yearôs arrangement is a substantial advance over last yearôs situation. We 
fervently hope that Adas Kodesch will be able to offer a set of services next year unfettered by Covid-19. 

Within a day of the recent mailing of the High Holiday packet, the AKSE Health Committee responded to 
the then new CDC recommendation for all persons to be masked when indoors, regardless of their 
vaccination status. This constraint complicated our use of the information you provided on the required 
request forms for attendance to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. 

Further difficulties arose when the State of Delaware released data on the increased level of Covid-19 
cases within its purview. The timing of this release coincided with the deadline for the forms requesting 
attendance to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. In response, the Health Committee decided to 
restrict in-person services to fully vaccinated applicants for whom documentation will have been received 
by Adas Kodesch no later than August 31. This criterion applies to all individuals 12 years old and older. 
For attendance, proof of vaccination is not needed for children under the age of 12 years, and all 
attendees 3 years of age and older will be required to wear a mask. These stipulations exist for the safety 
of our congregants and guests in attendance. 

Requests for Attendees. Last year, Adas Kodesch distributed Machzorim and Yizkor books to 
congregants. Since then, some of you have returned these davening resources; yet, most of you have 
held onto them, which is okay. We ask that you return any Machzorim you still have that belong to AKSE 
when you attend Rosh Hashanah services or on September 15 prior to the Kol Nidre service. Please 
avoid carrying them to services on Yom Kippur. There will be Machzorim at services for your use on that 
day. 

You are welcome to keep the Yizkor books, but, if you donôt want them, please bring them on Rosh 
Hashanah. The Shul will collect them for proper burial. New Yizkor books will be made available for your 
use on Yom Kippur. 

Alternatively, you may return these resources any time to the Office during normal business hours, 10 AM 
to 2 PM, Monday-Thursday. 

The Adas Kodesch Leadership wishes each family ñLôShana Tovah.ò Although we have resumed in-
person Shabbat services, we nonetheless miss those congregants who have not attended services since 
the pre-Covid days. The Board cares very much for each member, and during this extended pandemic 
period when vaccines are available for most of us, we hope to make our offerings as safe and personally 
rewarding as possible. 

In closing, I heartily extend to each of you and your family the traditional greeting, 

LôShanah Tovah Umetukah Tikateivu (May you be inscribed for a good and sweet year)!              
Alˉʘ    A_Bleier@verizon.net 
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AKSE ZOOM EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

HOW TO CONNECT TO ALL AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS 
Two options: 

 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 
Monday, 9/6 at 6:30 PMðMincha for Erev Rosh Hashanah*    

Wednesday, 9/8 at 8:04 PMðHavdallah after Rosh Hashanah*  

Thursday, 9/9 at 8 AMðShacharit (Tzom Gedalia) 

Thursday, 9/9 at 6:15 PMðMincha (Tzom Gedalia) 

Monday, 9/13 at 7 PMðRabbi Saksô UTJ class in preparation for Yom 
Kippur (see flyer with special Zoom registration info on page 7) 

Wednesday, 9/15 at 3:30 PMðYizkor (Erev Yom Kippur) 

Wednesday, 9/15 at 6:45 PMðKol Nidre (signing off by 7:10 PM)* 

Thursday, 9/16 at 7:51 PMðShofar blowing, Maôariv, Havdallah after 
Yom Kippur* 

Monday, 9/20 at 6:30 PMðMincha for Erev Sukkot* 

Wednesday, 9/22 at 7:41 PMðHavdallah after 2
nd
 Day Sukkot* 

Monday, 9/27 at 8 AMðShacharit (Hoshanah Rabbah)* 

Monday, 9/27 at 6 PMðYizkor (before Shemini Atzeret), followed by 
Mincha for Hoshanah Rabbah* 

Wednesday, 9/29 at 7:29 PMðHavdallah after Simchat Torah* 

*These events are together with an in-person service. 

ONGOING VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

ThursdaysðParsha & Pizza - Mincha at 5:45 PM; class at 6 PM (9/23) 

Fridays at 6:30 PMðKabbalat Shabbat with in-person service until 
Mizmor Shir LôShabbat (9/10, 9/17, 9/24) 

Saturday NightsðHavdallah with in-person service (9/11 at 7:59 PM,  9/18 
at 7:47 PM, 9/25 at 7:36 PM) 
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OUTDOOR MINCHA SERVICE will not meet in SEPTEMBER   

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Shabbat Services 
Every Shabbat in September: 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat at 6:30 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM 
SaturdayñMincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(9/4 at 7 PM; 9/11, 9/18, 9/25 at 6:45 PM) 
 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
See schedule of services on page 1. 
 

Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat Torah 
See schedule of services below. 
 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services are in Miller Hall in the lower 
level of Immanuel Church at 2414 Pennsylvania Ave. All other services 
take place in our chapel at 2412 Pennsylvania Ave.  
 

Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is now required by all attendees over 3 
years old at indoor services. For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, all 
attendees over 12 years old must be fully vaccinated, with proof on file or 
presented at the door. For all other services, those not presenting proof of 
vaccination may attend, but must maintain at least 6 feet distance from 
other attendees. No food may be consumed at these events. Any changes 
in our safety guidelines will be communicated in email blasts and be 
posted at the entrance to our building. 

 
EVENING OF (EREV) SUKKOT 
Monday, September 20, 2021 

  

  Mincha/Maôariv                                           6:30 PM 
  Candle Lighting                                       6:44 PM 
 

FIRST DAY OF SUKKOT 
Tuesday, September 21,  2021 

  

  Shacharit                                                     9:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv                                           6:45 PM 
  Candle Lighting  after                             7:42 PM 
 

SECOND DAY OF SUKKOT 
Wednesday,  September 22  2021 

  

  Shacharit                                                     9:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv                                           6:45 PM 
  Havdallah (wine only)                             7:41 PM  

 
CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT 

Thursday, September 23 to Sunday, September 26 

 
HOSHANAH RABBAH 

Monday, September 27, 2021 
  

  Shacharit     (Zoom)                                    8:00 AM 
  Yizkor (Zoom)                                         6:00 PM 
  Mincha/Maôariv                                          6:15 PM 
  Candle Lighting                                       6:32 PM 
    

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Tuesday, September 28,  2021 

  Shacharit                                                      9:00 AM 
  Yizkor Memorial Service                         10:45 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv                                        6:00 PM 
  Hakafot                                                    6:30 PM  
  Candle Lighting after                               7:31 PM   
        

SIMCHAT TORAH 
Wednesday, September 29, 2021 

  Shacharit                                                      9:00 AM 
  Hakafot                                                        10:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv                                            6:30 PM 
  Havdallah (wine only)                              7:29 PM   
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GIFT CARDS  "FOR SALE"  
PURCHASE  ACME  SHOPRITE  GIANT  

 
Available from Marty Zukoff: 302-478-4734 and 
Dianne Seidel: 302-479-0490. Utilizing the gift cards 
from AKSE raises money for our synagogue with no 
cost or inconvenience to YOU! We deliver and even 
mail...itôs a no brainer!! You can even call the office as 
well..302-762-2705. 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is 
meeting monthly. Please join us on October 6 
at 3:00 p.m. for a Hebrew speaking/reading/
understanding session. The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help 
each other.  

L'hitraot!  Use the AKSE Zoom link (see page 5) 

 

WOMENôS SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE:   
THE TRADITION IS BACK!!  

 

 The  39
th

 annual AKSE Womenôs Simchat Torah service will 
take place on Wednesday morning, September 29, 
2021. The service will begin at approximately 10:30 AM, after 
the  7

th
 Hakafah. All women and girls in the community are welcome. Please con-

tact  Sylvia Wagman (302-475-8351 or srwag8@comcast.net) or Harriet  
Ainbinder (302-478-6314 or haza@verizon.net) if you would like to participate. 

 
 

SHABBAT TORAH READING SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2021 

9/4 Cantor Redfern 
9/11 Cantor Redfern 
9/18 Cantor Redfern 
9/25 AKSE Men 
 

mailto:srwag8@comcast.net
mailto:haza@verizon.net
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Report of Meeting with Shop-Rite Management 
Mollie Epstein - 10 August 2021 
 
Rabbi Saks, several members of the Vaôad and a few 
interested congregation members met recently with the 
management of the local Shop-Rite store on Route 202 
in North Wilmington. The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the selection and quality of the kosher food 
available at Shop-Rite. 
 
The group toured the kosher deli, the refrigerated kosher section next to the deli, the fresh 
kosher meat display and the two kosher food freezers. (Did you know that there are frozen 
kosher food items in two separate upright freezer locations within Shop-Rite?) Many 
suggestions regarding the quality and selection of products offered were made by the group. 
The Shop-Rite staff was very welcoming of the comments and stated that they would look 
into the accessibility of the products requested. 
 
Suggestions were made regarding changing the brand of sliced deli and fresh raw meat 
offered at Shop-Rite. The managers are looking into a higher quality of those items. The 
frozen food manager will be seeking more prepared frozen items. Among those suggested 
were ravioli and tortellini. 
 
While the managers are working on the upgrades, here is a guide to the fresh and frozen 
kosher food offerings at our Shop-Rite. 
The Kosher Deli ï located at the rear of the store adjacent to the non-kosher deli. 
(Separated by a closed door.) 

Rotisserie chickens ï available daily and located in the refrigerated case adjacent to the 
kosher deli. 

Fresh kosher meat ï located at the rear of the store, along the back wall, opposite the non
-kosher meat. 

Frozen chickens and turkeys ï in the bin in the center of the floor opposite the non-kosher 
meat. The kosher area is at the far left end of the bin facing the front of the store. 

Frozen raw chicken wings, hamburger patties and veggie burgers ï in the upright freezer 
along the back wall of the store at the end of Aisle 9. The kosher products are in 
between the headings ñInternationalò and ñSmoked Meat.ò 

Frozen dairy and parve products ï Blintzes, gefilte fish, pizza bagels, and Tabatchnick 
soups can be found in the upright freezer on the left wall close to the front of the store. 

Kosher fish ï can be obtained by calling Devon in the fish department. Please give Devon 
some lead time to order the fish for you. 

Questions regarding the Deli may be directed to Cassandra in the Kosher Deli.  Please 
allow plenty of time to get your answer or your order produced. 

 
The people at Shop-Rite expressed their appreciation of the comments and questions arising 
from todayôs meeting. They said that they are very interested in filling the needs and the 
requests of the kosher community. They thanked us for our input and candor. 
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July 12, 2021 Washington, DC Rally 
Against Anti-Semitism 

 
Rabbi Saks with daughter Gavriella and 

Richard Plotzker 


