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Vol. XLVI No. 2                            THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            OCTOBER 2018 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 AKSE IS WHERE ITüS HAPPENING 
 

37
TH
 ANNUAL WOMENôS SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICEðTuesday, October 2

nd
 

See details on page 3. 
 
 

A NIGHT IN CHINAðSunday, October 14
th

 
See details on page 9. 
 
 
 
 

 
SAKS ON SACKS: TEN PATHS TO G-Dð
Begins Thursday, October 18

th
 

New course taught by Rabbi Saks. See details on page 2. 
 
 
 
 

 
BOSCOVS FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS DAYð 
Tuesday, October 16

th
 

See details on page 13. 
 
 
 
 

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE AND DINNER CELEBRATING 
RABBI SAKSô TEN YEARS WITH AKSEðFriday November 16

th
 

See details on page 13.   
 
 

BUILDING SALE 
Negotiations are progressing toward a new sales agreement with Mt. Olive Baptist Church. Please be 
alert to email and snail mail updates, including a possible special congregational meeting and potential 
exit from our building to a temporary location before the end of the year. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Open,  President 
 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Jonathan Jaffe, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 
 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 
 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer  
Maintenance 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

           Saks on Sacks ï Ten Paths to G-d 

Iôm a big fan of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, but itôs not only because we 
share the same last name (though I spell it without the ñcò). The real reason 
Iôm a big fan of the former chief rabbi of Great Britain is because he is a 
master of making Torah applicable to our modern lives. Therefore, I was 
excited when congregants told me that they were interested in studying a 
new curriculum Rabbi Sacks has developed, Ten Paths to G-d.  

Rabbi Sacks laments that, though Jews are good at overachieving, 
Judaism itself tends to underachieve. By that he means that many Jews, 
though successful, often donôt realize that Judaismôs message speaks 
directly to them. The truth of the matter is that Judaism has a universal and 
timeless message that can help guide us through todayôs uncertainties.   

The curriculum seeks to make the Torahôs teachings accessible by 
examining ten dimensions of Jewish life: 

Rabbi Sacksô greatest passion is the Jewish future. He holds that 
Judaismôs heroes in securing that future are teachers, though these heroes 
are often unsung and not given adequate support and resources. His 
curriculum is meant to provide educators with a resource that can be used 
to provoke thought and discussion in a variety of settings such as 
synagogues and college campuses.  

We live in an age in which people often feel isolated and alone, 
despite the many ways we have at our finger tips to communicate. The 
word ñreligionò comes from the Greek religare, meaning to bind. Rabbi 
Sacksô curriculum reminds us that we Jews, who are bound together, have a 
message worth exploring ourselves and sharing with the rest of the world.  

I am excited to begin the new year of 5779 by teaching a class based 
on Rabbi Sacksô curriculum entitled Saks on Sacks ï A study of Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacksô Ten Paths To G-d. The class will meet Thursday 
evenings from 6 to 6:45 at AKSE, starting October 18. It is open to all 
free of charge. 

Rabbi Steven Saks  
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 
             Once again we capped off the Yamim Nora'im with a wonderful Break the Fast that was 
enjoyed by all in attendance. 
 
             A huge thank you to the people listed below who shopped, 
prepared food, set up and cleaned up. It was a pleasure working with 
such a wonderful and efficient group!  Many of these people could be 
found in the AKSE kitchen in the days immediately preceeding Yom 
Kippur.  Due to family commitments they were not even present at the 
Break the Fast to enjoy the fruits of their labor.  Yet they willingly helped 
out for the benefit of their fellow congregants. 
 
             Todah to Harriet Ainbinder, Judy Berlin, Elizabeth Davis, Ellen & Michael Feingold, Vivian 
Goldberg, Ann Jaffe, Mollie Epstein Makar, Karen Moss, Huguette Piha, Judi Rosenberg, Dianne 
Seidel, Cathy & Moish Vinograd, and Sylvia Wagman. A big shout out to Cliff Packer for all of his 
assistance!!   
 
          Thank you to the following for their contributions to help offset the cost of the Break the Fast: 
(list complete as of 9-20-18...any other contributions will be acknowledged in the next Shofar) 
 
Mollie (Epstein) & Ron Makar                                      Ellen & Michael Feingold 
Shirley Fisch                                                                Barbara & Charlie Keil 
Maurice Linett & Sandy Rosen                                    Judi & Max Rosenberg 
Cathy & Moish Vinograd                                             Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 Finally, be sure to join the over 50 women who have already sent in their Sisterhood dues! 
 
 
Please enjoy the Break the Fast Photos on the following pages. They were taken toward the end of 
the evening when both the crowd and the food supply had somewhat cleared out.  
 

Chag Sukkot Sameach!!    Sylvia Wagman 

 

Jonathan  
 
Jaffe 

 

Rhonda  
 

Shulman 

 
 
THE TRADITION CONTINUES!! The 37

th
 annual AKSE Womenôs Simchat Torah service will take 

place on Tuesday morning, October 2
nd
, 2018 in the Centennial Room. The service will begin at ap-

proximately 10:30 a.m., after the 7
th
 Hakafah. All women and girls in the community are wel-

come. Please contact Sylvia Wagman at 302-475-8351 or srwag8@comcast.net or Harriet Ain-
binder at 302-478-6314 or haza@verizon.net if you would like to participate.  

mailto:srwag8@comcast.net
mailto:haza@verizon.net
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Photos by Sylvia Wagman 
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PARSHA AND PIZZA  

 
Resumes again in October. Rabbi Saks will lead his Parsha 
of the week sessions at 6 p.m. every Wednesday. 
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NEWS FROM THE AKSE JUDAICA SHOP 

 
GREETINGS FROM THE GIFT SHOP!  Continuing the gift shopôs ñClean Sweep Sale,ò everything is on 
sale ï UP TO 75% off. (Excludes regular and decorative candles and parchments).  
   

If you would like to help out in the gift shop or need to do some shopping, please call Dianne at 302-479-0490. 
I am not there all the time, and the office 
staff is not available to help. 
 

The Judaica Shop provides major support 
for our AKSE Sisterhood, which in turn 
contributes to our shul. The Judaica Shop 
advertises in the Shofar and on the AKSE 
and Sisterhood website. 
 

Stop by. We still have free gift wrapping 
services!! There are still plenty of gift items 
for High Holidays, Hanukkah, baby gifts, 
new home items or just a ñbecauseò gift. 
There are plenty of paper items, mezuzahs, 
jewelry, kidsô toys or books, serving pieces 
for holidays, adultsô and kidsô cookbooks, 
kitchen sets, Hanukkah candles, big and 
small menorahs....and so much more....all on sale. 
 

Wishing the AKSE family and friends a healthy, safe and sweet new year 5779, 
 

Dianne Seidel   Chairperson 

THE FABULOUS TERRIFIC INCOMPARABLE ADAS KODESCH HIGH HOLIDAY CHOIR  
HIGH HOLIDAYS 5779 

                                                                                                                            Photo provided by Bob Weiner 
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22 TISHREI 

14 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 TAMMUZ 11 TAMMUZ 12 TAMMUZ  7 TAMMUZ 8 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ  10 TAMMUZ 

28 TAMMUZ 26 TAMMUZ 27 TAMMUZ 22 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 24 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 

                         1 
                                  
                             Shemini 
                       Atzeret 
                                   
                              Yizkor 

 2 

 
 

Simchat       
Torah 
  
 
 
 
 

   

    3 
    
  Parsha & Pizza 
  6  pm  

 
 
 
 
 

   

 4 
 
 
 
 

 

  

5 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 

            
      
                                

6 
 
 
 

 

 
 

7 
  
 

 

8 
   
 
   

 

  
 

9 
   
AKSE BOG  
Meeting  
7:30 pm 
 
 Rosh 
Chodesh 

10 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
  
Rosh  
Chodesh 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

 

12 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
  
 
 

 
 

13 
  
Kiddush 
Sponsored by 
Faith and Lou 
Brown 
 
 

 
 

14 
  

A Night in 
China 

 
6 pm Dinner 
7:15 pm Film 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

16 
  
 

 
 

   
  
 
 

 

17 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
 

 

 
 

18 
 
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
 
 

 

19 
Friday Night 
Service  
6 pm 
 
 

 

  
 

20 
 
Birthday 
Kiddush 
 
 

 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

24 
 
 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 

 
 

 

25 
 

 
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
 
 
 

26 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 

 
 
     

29 
 
  
 
 

30 
 
 

 

 31 
 

 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  

                                    
                                  
                                                                                                                                
                                    
                                        
                          
                                                

     
     

11 CHESHVAN 10 CHESHVAN 5 CHESHVAN 

22 CHESHVAN 

26 TISHREI 

7 CHESHVAN 

27 TISHREI 

21 CHESHVAN 

9 CHESHVAN 

20 CHESHVAN 

25 TISHREI 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

OCT  5 

OCT  12 

OCT  19 

OCT  26 

6:19 PM 

6:08 PM 

5:58 PM 

5:48 PM 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

OCT 6 

OCT 13 

OCT 20 

OCT 27 
 

6:15 PM 

6:00 PM 

5:50 PM 

5:45 PM 

 

7:17 PM 

7:07 PM 

6:56 PM 

6:47 PM 
 

8 CHESHVAN 6 CHESHVAN 

18 TAMMUZ 16 CHESHVAN 17 CHESHVAN  18 CHESHVAN 15 CHESHVAN 14 CHESHVAN 13 CHESHVAN 12 CHESHVAN 

28 TISHREI 29 TISHREI 30 TISHREI 1 CHESHVAN   2 CHESHVAN 3 CHESHVAN 4 CHESHVAN 

19 CHESHVAN 

24 TISHREI 23 TISHREI 

Note 
new 
time 
going 
fo rward 
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Decorating AKSE Succah!   
Thanks to Jim Lehr, Rosanne Cabelli, Dianne Seidel, Cliff Packer, and Jonathan Jaffe for the decorating 
work on September 16.  Jonathan took the photo, and he apologizes to Jim Lehr for not getting the 
pose correct, resulting in the full shadow on Jimôs face.  
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FREE BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS AS WE ñCLEAN HOUSEò: 
Congregants are invited to take books that are displayed on the clearly 
marked bookshelves located close to the library entrance. You will find a 
variety of prayer books, older and newer library books, books and magazines 
about Jewish pedagogy, and family-oriented books about holidays and 
rituals. For former Talmud Torah students, there are nostalgia (or fear?) 
inducing workbooks. Plus miscellaneous tchotchkes, childrenôs puzzle books, 
CDs, and video tapes. All are free for the taking. 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 
 

 Now Rescheduled                Off The Beaten Track:  

A Night in China  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   A scene from A Minyan in Kaifeng 

 

 

 

Kosher Chinese Buffet from David Chuôs Bistro, Baltimore:    6 pm 
 

Film:  7:15 pm    A Minyan in Kaifeng (2001) 74 minutes. The last rabbi of Kaifeng died well 
over a century ago, and today's descendants of the ancient Chinese Jewish community have 
never celebrated Shabbat, the Jewish day of rest. Now two curious families have invited a 
modern group of Jewish travelers into their homes, leading to a reunion one thousand years in 
the making. 
 
Cost: $18 
 

Please make your reservation by October 5.   
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SHABBAT TORAH READERS SCHEDULE 2018          
      

10/6 Cantor Redfern    
10/13 Cantor Redfern   
10/20 AKSE Men 
10/27 Cantor Redfern  

12/1 Cantor Redfern    
12/8 AKSE Men  
12/15 Cantor Redfern   
12/22 Cantor Redfern  
12/29 AKSE Men 

11/3 Cantor Redfern    
11/10 Partnership Minyan  
11/17 Cantor Redfern   
11/24 Cantor Redfern  

Dear Congregants: While there is plenty of sadness as we prepare to sell the buildingðthere are some good vibes 
being generated. Paula Gordon has been working hard on finding ñgood homesò  for prayer books, school 
materials and other items. This display is in the hallway near the school office. Stop by and have a satisfying 
read. 

Photo by Jonathan Jaffe 


