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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

The AKSE Education Committee has organized a rich set of 
programsðclasses, films, and special eventsðfor the year 
ahead. See details on page 5. See page 6 for details of the first 
film programðWelcome to Kutsherôsðwhich can be viewed 
online Oct. 2-4, followed by a discussion via Zoom on Oct. 5. 

Dear Fellow Congregants: 

We held a successful set of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services in Miller Hall. Our services would 
not have been possible without the efforts of several committees, service participants, clergy, and staff, 
and without your flexibility and support. Thank you to those who attended and participated. Very much, 
we missed those who did not attend. We fervently hope that we will be able to offer a full set of services 
next year without the challenges of COVID-19. 

In my address to the Congregation on Yom Kippur (published here on pages 9-12), I stressed that the 
success of Adas Kodesch rests on three pillars: Membership, Leadership, and Financial Strength. 
Respectively, each relies on your support of the Shul: 

By attending in-person and online events and by being an óóambassadorò in our efforts to gain new 
members, 

By volunteering in areas that match your passions and skills: (a) to help with particular projects and 
activities or (b) to assume a formal position in the Shulôs governance, and 

By contributing financially. 

I encourage you to increase your support of Adas Kodesch in these ways detailed in the Appeal.  

Reading the Kol Nidre Supplement will help you to channel your efforts. If you did not receive a copy at 
Yom Kippur services, you can find it at the AKSE internet site, www.AKSE.org, under ñQuick Linksò on the 
left side of the home page. Lena Elzufonôs contribution lists our new members; please welcome them 
when you see them. Also, please check out the form T   T  N  Yô R . 
Complete and return it to let us know how you would like to enrich your life by becoming more active in 
Adas Kodesch. 

The Adas Kodesch Leadership wishes each member family a healthy and prosperous 5782. We miss 
those of you who have not attended services since the pre-COVID days. Be assured that, during this 
extended pandemic period, we strive to make our offerings as safe and personally rewarding as possible. 
Please join in services and other events on a regular basis, whether they be in-person or online. Your 
presence would gladden all in attendance. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Shalom, 

 Alan    A_Bleier@verizon.net 

Presidentôs Message 

http://akse.org
mailto:A_Bleier@verizon.net
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 

(Please use the above address 
rather than the P.O. Box 
address to send us mail) 

 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Alan Bleier,  President 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 

Martin Cohn, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Lena Elzufon,  VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 

 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe Shofar Editor 
Mark Wagman Asst. Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Rabbi Saksô Message 
 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 
The Rambam teaches that one of the Taryag Mitzvot (613 
Commandments) is to be happy. But happiness is an emotion, 
and emotions are hard to control. So how can we fulfill the 
mitzvah of being happy?  
 

Dale Carnegie observes that most people are unhappy not 
because they donôt have enough, but because they donôt take 
the time to enjoy what they already do have. Ben Zoma posed 
the question ñezehu asherò (who is happy) and 
answered ñhasmeach bôchelkoò (he who is content with his 
portion). In other words, though he may desire more, he takes 
time to appreciate that with which he has already been 
blessed. The daily recitation of berachot (blessings) is meant 
to train us not to overlook, but rather to be grateful for life's 
daily blessings. 
 

In the spirit of thankfulness, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our board members and other 
congregants who helped us transition to our new home and to 
produce our successful High Holiday services despite the 
challenges posed by Coronavirus. Thanks to them, our new 
year began on the right foot. 
 

Todah Rabbah, Thank you very much! 
 
Rabbi Steven Saks 
stevensaks5@gmail.com 
302.494.7928 
 
 

mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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AKSE ZOOM EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 

 

HOW TO CONNECT TO ALL AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS 
Two options: 

 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 
Saturday, 10/2 at 6 PM to Monday, 10/4 at 6 PMðOnline viewing of film 
Welcome to Kutsherôs (link to be shared via email) 

Tuesday, 10/5 at 7 PMðDiscussion of film Welcome to Kutsherôs 

Wednesday, 10/6 at 8 AMðShacharit (Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan)  

Wednesday, 10/6 at 3 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club)  

Thursday, 10/7 at 8 AMðShacharit (Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan) 

ONGOING VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

WednesdaysðHistory of Jewish Thought - Mincha at 5:45 PM; class at 
6 PM (10/13, 10/20, 10/27) 

ThursdaysðParsha & Pizza - Mincha at 5:45 PM; class at 6 PM (10/7, 
10/14, 10/21, 10/28) 

NO ZOOM Kabbalat Shabbat on Fridays from October to March 

Saturday NightsðHavdallah with in-person service (10/2 at 7:24 PM,  10/9 
at 7:13 PM, 10/16 at 7:03 PM, 10/23 at 6:53 PM, 10/30 at 6:44 PM) 
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AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 
 

Shabbat Services 
Every Shabbat in October: 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat at 6 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM 
SaturdayñMincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(10/2 at 6:15 PM; 10/9 at 6:10 PM; 10/16 at 6 PM; 
10/23 at 5:45 PM; 10/30 at 5:40 PM) 
 
 

Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is now required by all attendees over 3 
years old at indoor services. Masks should cover the nose and mouth and 
fit snugly. Those not presenting proof of vaccination may attend, but must 
maintain at least 6 feet distance from other attendees. No food may be 
consumed at these events. Any changes in our safety guidelines will be 
communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our 
building. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES NOW BEGIN AT 6 PM ON 
FRIDAYS. THEY WILL REMAIN AT THIS TIME UNTIL MARCH. 

OUTDOOR MINCHA SERVICE RETURNS 
Join us for a weekly get-together in OCTOBER 

These popular ñquickò services resume in October (weather permitting).  
 

Here are the particulars: 
DayðTuesdaysðOCTOBER 5, 12, 19, 26 (Timeð3:30 PM) 
PlaceðSiegel JCC, outside by the far parking lot beyond the swimming pool 
 

If you would like to sit during the service, please bring a lawn chair or other portable chair; also, 
please bring your siddur. Because we are outdoors, mask wearing is only required for those 
who are not fully vaccinated. 
 

If you plan to attend, please let Rabbi Saks know by texting or phoning him at 302-494-7928 or 
emailing him at stevensaks5@gmail.com. That way we can ensure a minyan and also inform you 
of any changes due to weather. A decision will be made by 12 noon on the day of the service in case 
of inclement weather. 

Photo by 
Mark Wagman 

mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 2021-2022 
 
The Adult Education Committee has developed a year of learning for you. Mark your calendar immediately after 
the holiday! Whether the activity is in-person or virtual is indicated. However, the format is subject to change 
depending on the pandemic situation. 
 

ONGOING CLASSES:   
 

Rabbi Saks will again lead the popular Parsha and Pizza (without the Pizza due to COVID) class.  Have 
a slice of Torah and a slice of pizza. Virtual weekly on Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

 
Rabbi Saks will lecture on ñThe History of Jewish Thought,ò based on Dr. David B. Rudermanôs Jew-

ish Intellectual History. How Jewish thinkers have attempted to reconcile Jewish belief with the reality of Jewish 
life. Virtual weekly on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. beginning 10/13. For more information, please see page 7. 

 
Learning Hebrew with Eleanor Weinglass. In person Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. beginning 10/7. 
 
Learning Torah Trope, taught by Karen Moss. Beginners welcome. For more information, please see 

page 7. In person weekly at time TBA. 
 
Chug Ivri (Hebrew speaking club). An opportunity to listen to and converse in Hebrew, read part of a 

story and translate it, and even sing a song or two. You are welcome whatever your level of proficiency. We help 
each other. Leaders:  Ed Zukoff and Sylvia Wagman. Virtual monthly on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. 

 

MOVIES: Please see page 6 for more information.  
 
Welcome to Kutsherôs Exploring the full Dirty Dancing-era Catskills Experience. Virtual. Available 
from 10/2 to 10/4/2021. Discussion led by Faith Brown, the night of 10/5/2021. 

On the Banks of the Tigris A film about an Iraqi-Australian, who discovers a hidden history of the Jew-
ish role in Iraqi music. Discussion led by Irene Plotzker. In person showing in our new building on 
2/27/2022. 

In Search of Israeli Cuisine A portrait of the Israeli people told through food. Israeli dinner followed by 
showing of movie, followed by discussion. In person 5/22/2022. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
 
AKSE ACADEMY: 
Six classes on different facets of Judaism as they play out in contemporary life. This year: Healing after COVID 
- David Epstein, Jews and Climate Change - David Brown, Halacha and Meat Substitutes - Irene Plotzker, Por-
trayal of Orthodox Jews in Movies Today - Barry Solan, King David and his Psalms: Lessons of Courage and 
Inspiration for Tough Times - Eric Doroshow, American Jewish Womenôs Activism: A Brief History - Melissa 
Klapper. In person the evening of 1/15/2022. 
 
TAKE A TRIP TO TEL AVIV - Mara Seidel will lead us on a virtual tour of Tel Aviv and tell us how it       
came to be a tourist destination. March 2022 date TBA. 
 
For more information, call Harriet at 302-478-6314. 

Mark your Calendars!   No excuses now! 
(As shown in the Kol Nidre Supplement, but no calendar updating while at Services)   
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aƻǾƛŜǎΗ aƻǾƛŜǎΗ aƻǾƛŜǎΗ 
The AKSE Education Committee is offering a film series with something for everyone. We will be 
screening three documentaries in three different formats: online viewing with Zoom discussion, in-
person showing with live discussion, and a dinner and a movie event. The schedule is: 
 

 
Saturday to Tuesday, Oct. 2-5, 2021 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ YǳǘǎƘŜǊΩǎ 
CƛƭƳ όмлκн ǘƻ млκпύΣ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ όмлκрύ 
English  73 minutes 
 
Kutsher's Country Club was the last surviving Jewish resort in the 
Catskills. One of the legendary Borscht Belt hotels during its hey-
day, Kutsher's was family-owned and operated for over 100 
years. Exploring the full Dirty Dancing-era Catskills experienceð
and how it changed American pop culture in the comedy, sports 
and vacation industriesðthis award-winning documentary captures 
a last glimpse of a lost world as it disappears before our eyes. 
 

Discussion Leader:  Faith Brown 
 

Online viewing window: 
Saturday, October 2 at 6 PM to Monday, October 4 at 6 PM 
 

Online discussion via Zoom: 
Tuesday evening October 5 at 7 PM 
 

Links for viewing the film and Zoom discussion will be 
emailed to congregants. 
 

 
Sunday evening, Feb. 27, 2022 

hƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎǊƛǎ  
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ  фп ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
¢ƘŜ ŬƭƳ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aŀƧƛŘ {ƘƻƪƻǊΣ ŀƴ LǊŀǉƛ-!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ aǳǎƭƛƳ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ - ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ LǊŀǉƛ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬƭƳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ aŀƧƛŘϥǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ LǊŀǉΣ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŜȄƛƭŜŘ LǊŀǉƛ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘŜ 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ [ƻƴŘƻƴϥǎ .ŀǊōƛŎŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎΦ 

Discussion Leader:  Irene Plotzker 
Format:  In-person showing in social hall of AKSE building followed by discussion 
 
Sunday evening, May 22, 2022 

Lƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ CƻƻŘ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ  фп ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
Lƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ /ǳƛǎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻƻŘΦ Lǘ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ŦŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ tǊƻŬƭƛƴƎ 
ŎƘŜŦǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻƻƪǎΣ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ǾƛƴǘƴŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ млл ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ς WŜǿπ
ƛǎƘΣ !ǊŀōΣ aǳǎƭƛƳΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴΣ 5ǊǳȊŜ - ŀ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎΦ 

Discussion Leader:  TBD 
Format:  Israeli meal in large social hall (Miller Hall) followed by movie and discussion 
                Thank you to AKSE Sisterhood for preparing the food. 
 
The movies are free to AKSE congregants. Contributions to the Torah Fund are welcome.  
For the May event: There will be a charge for dinner. Reservations will be required. 
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Rabbi Saksõ NEW weekly Zoom history Class beginning on Wednesday, Oct. 13 at 6 PM 

 

History of Jewish Thought  

Based on lecture series Jewish Intellectual History  
by David B. Ruderman, Ph.D. (Univ. of Pennsylvania)  
 
An examination of how leading Jewish thinkers have attempted to reconcile 
Jewish belief with the reality of Jewish life. We shall examine questions 
such as: 

¶ In a world having a history of untold sufferingðespecially, it seemed, for Jewsðwas the 
existence of an all-powerful and comforting G-d still tenable? 

¶ What were the purpose and meaning of Jewish practices and customs, given the increasing 
number of Jews who placed greater value on their own autonomy? 

¶ Could Jews still justify the notion of a "chosen people" in a society where Jewish integration and 
full participation with the rest of humanity had become the norm? 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is 
meeting monthly. Please join us on October 6 
at 3:00 p.m. for a Hebrew speaking/reading/
understanding session. The members are at 
different levels of Hebrew ability, and we help 
each other.  

L'hitraot!  Use the AKSE Zoom link (see page 3). 

 
 

SHABBAT TORAH READING 
 SCHEDULE - OCTOBER 2021 

10/2 Cantor Redfern 
10/9 Cantor Redfern 
10/16 AKSE Men  
10/23 Cantor Redfern 
10/30 Cantor Redfern 

Calling all existing or would be 
Torah Readers! 

 

I will be teaching a beginning Torah trope 
class for anyone who would like to learn to 
chant from the Torah, or refresh prior skills. 
Musical background is not necessary, but 
basic Hebrew reading skills are required.  
 

Weekly in person at time TBD. 
 

If interested, contact Karen Moss at 
mossaz@verizon.net 

mailto:mossaz@verizon.net
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A SWEET THANK YOU!!! 
  

Sisterhood thanks all our congregants who participated in our honey fundraiser. Aside 
from being a fundraiser, this project reached out with a sweet jar of honey to every 
congregant. Thank you to the 17 families who sent 133 individual jars to friends and 
family and to the 33 members of our AKSE family listed below who, along with 
Sisterhood, helped send a jar to every member. We raised a little over $3500. 
  

Harriet Ainbinder                                                         Amy & Michael Leviton and family 
Judy & Howard Berlin                                                 Sandy Rosen & Maurice Linett 
Alan Bleier                                                                  Mollie & Ron Makar  
Rosanne & Michael Cabelli and family                       Karen & Art Moss 
Lorraine & Martin Cohn                                              Huguette & Rex Piha 
Barbara & Neal Cohn                                                 Judi & Max Rosenberg 
Lena & John Elzufon                                                  Dianne & Jeff Seidel  
Rachel Epstein                                                           Wendy & Phil Shlossman 
Shirley Fisch                                                               Cyndi & Scott Slomowitz 
Vivian & Alan Goldberg                                              Kathleen Taylor                                               
Helen & Paula Gordon                                               Gail & Gene Tolpin 
Lolly & Kevin Gross                                                    Cathy & Moshe Vinograd 
Lidia & Avi Ini                                                              Sylvia & Mark Wagman 
Cindy Goldstein & Jonathan Jaffe                              Jan & Michael Weiss  
Sharon & Peter Kopolovic                                           Marty & Ed Zukoff 
Rhonda & James Lehr                                                Lisa Elliott & Tom Leitch  
Deborah, Howard, Nathan, and Eva Stromwasser 
 

Thank you to Ruth Jarin and Sally Levine for their contributions to Sisterhood 
in appreciation for the Rosh Hashanah honey! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you to Sisterhood for providing juice boxes and fruit bars after the 
shofar blowing on Yom Kippur! 

THE CIRCLE CLUB CAMPAIGN   (updated listing) 
 

The Circle Clubôs 24th annual voluntary contribution campaign is underway. The Club is composed of four cat-
egories of giving:  Mitzvah ($300), Chai ($600), Presidentôs ($1,200) and Super Chai ($1,800). As 
of September 20, 2021, 23 members/families have contributed a total of $19,800. Your participation helps 
ensure that the needs of AKSE and its members are met. 
 

We are grateful to the following members who have joined The Circle Club this year: 
 

SUPER CHAI 
Harriet Ainbinder, Alan Bleier, John & Lena Elzufon, Jeff & Dianne Seidel, Martin Zukoff    
PRESIDENTôS 
David & Susan Epstein, Rachel L. Epstein, Ron & Mollie Makar, Nan & Hal Pezzner 
CHAI 
Martin & Lorraine Cohn, Vivian & Alan Goldberg, Helen C. Gordon, Judith & Max Rosenberg,  
Judy, Leonard & Larry Seltzer, Mark & Sylvia Wagman 
MITZVAH 
Julius & Sheila Berman, Melissa & Evan Brodsky, Eileen Cohen, Neal & Barbara Cohn, Shirley Fisch,  
Paula Gordon, James & Rhonda B. Lehr, Rabbi Steven & Anne Saks 
 

If you would like to join the Club (it is NEVER too late) please contact the office at 302-762-2705. 
 

LôShana Tova ï A Healthy and Happy New Year, 

Lena & John Elzufon  


