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Dear Congregants, 

  

My thanks to all those who participated in the recent meetings where we discussed and debated and got a little 

frustrated and sometimes unhappy and shared ideas and sometimes laughed and voted on a course for the future. 

I must say the effect of (unexpectedly) concluding the October 17 meeting with various songs (Hatikvah and 

Oseh Shalom) was really quite wonderful. 

  

The congregation voted overwhelmingly to pass the three motions as proposed, without amendments, and on 

Thursday, October 19, I formally signed an agreement at the office of Patterson Woods to place our building on 

sale. On a personal note, though I was professional in my meeting with Marvin Sachs and Chris Moore, I was 

pretty sad inside as I signed the contract. 

  

Though this path is not the one any of us want to be on, it is the best one for our congregation. The timing of the 

building sale, temporary and permanent moves are unknown, but there is undoubtedly much work to be done, 

and all us can and should play a role in helping us move forward. If this topic comes up in any interactions you 

have with non-AKSE folks, please be a good ambassador for AKSEðwe are not going away, but rather facing 

our challenges in a systematic manner and determined to extend the 132-year tradition of AKSE. 

  

The current areas of focus are:  

ǒ forming a negotiating committee as per the motion. 

ǒ deciding on the best temporary home, which will likely be either JCC or Beth Shalom.  

ǒ organizing an inventory/disposition committee to think through how we deal with Torahs, plaques, photos, etc.  

ǒ forming a permanent home committee, which is ultimately the most important, though its work will not be in 

full gear until we know the amount and timing of funds available from the building sale.   

  

As always, I welcome comments, suggestions and constructive criticisms. Please let me know your ideas and 

how you would like to be involved in securing our future. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jonathan Jaffe 
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The Kotel (Western Wall) Controversy 

Kol Nidre, 5778 
Rabbi Steven Saks 

 
 

Just eight weeks ago we gathered here on Tisha BôAv, sat on the 
floor and wept over the destruction of our temples. But after thinking 
about it, I asked myself, ñIs it really such a bad thing that we no longer 
have a temple?ò After all, look at how we fight over the Kotel (Western 
Wall), which is just a retaining wall of the Second Temple. If we had a 
temple, we would have even more to argue about. Who would serve as 
the Kohanim (priests) in the temple? Who would make decisions 
regarding temple ritual, the Kohanim or rabbinic authorities? 

The Israeli governmentôs decision to suspend plans to create an 
area for mixed gender prayer at the main Kotel plaza ignited outrage in 
much of the Jewish world. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Reform 
movement, stated, ñThe decision cannot be seen as anything but a 
betrayal.ò Rabbi Daniel Gordis, a leading voice for Conservative 
Judaism, urged American Jews to ñcancel their El Al tickets and fly 
Deltaò and suggested ñwithholding money from Israeli hospitals.ò 
Many in the diaspora are suggesting that they need to ñrethinkò their 
relationship with the Jewish state, which sounds like a thinly veiled 
threat to cease support of Israel. 

Regardless of how one feels about creating a mixed prayer 
section at the main plaza (a small one already exists at the south end of 
the wall known as Robinsonôs Arch), one should be able to understand 
why the advocates of such an idea are upset. A compromise had been 
reached, but due to political pressure the government failed to honor it. 
We must acknowledge and validate the feeling of betrayal.   

While it is certainly tempting to blame Netanyahu for 
capitulating to those on the right who pressured him to suspend the 
compromise plan, Alan Dershowitz reasons that Netanyahu had no 
choice. If he had not capitulated, his government would have fallen and 
a government to his right would have likely succeeded him, taking an 
even harder line. What is most troubling is not Netanyahuôs 
capitulation, which was an act of political survival, but the fact that 
ñreligious partiesò forced him into abrogating an agreement. You do not 
have to search hard in Jewish sources to conclude that it is a sin to fail 
to live up to an agreement. Based on ñHe shall not break his 
wordò (Num. 30:3), the Rambam teaches that there is a command 
prohibiting one from failing to fulfill an obligation to which one has 
committed, even if the obligation was made without taking a formal 
oath (Sefer Hamitzvot, Negative Mitzvah 157). Furthermore, Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks observes that it is no accident that Torah broaches the 
topic of vows and oaths as the people approach the Promised Land. 
Authoritarian societies can coerce. The Israelites were freed from 
slavery not to build yet another coercive society, but to build a free 
society. As Rabbi Sacks puts it ñFreedom depends on people keeping 
their wordò and the failure to do so leads to disorder which eventually 
circles back to authoritarianism. Jeremiah, who lived through the 
destruction of the first Temple, lamented ñThey are valorous in the land 
for treachery, not for their honesty.ò 

(Continued on page 13) 



SHOFAR       3 NOVEMBER,  2017 

 

AKSE MENõS CLUB BREAKFAST 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3  9:30 AM 

 

Speaker: Chanan Smith 
Topic: Israel, the Palestinians and the Settlements 

 
 

AKSE member Chanan Smith is a reserve 
lieutenant in the elite Special Forces Givati unit of 
the IDF. He is especially qualified to present his 
views about the settlements since he grew up in one 
and, while in the IDF, served in Judea and Samaria 
(i.e., the West Bank). 

Whatever your views on the settlements, please come to listen and to engage Chanan with 
your questions.  

During his military career, Chanan trained and commanded counter-terror units in the Gaza 
Strip and worked with the Israel Security Agency. He has trained soldiers in Krav Maga, 
counter-terrorism, fighting and gaining control over terrorists armed with weapons, and 
defense against stabbing attempts by terrorists and against soldier kidnapping. Chanan has 
also worked as a security expert for protection personnel, public transportation, and border 
control. He is an experienced trainer in the institutional and private sectors and is actively 
involved in training security units. 

The sumptuous buffet breakfast will start at 9:30 AM, and the talk will begin at 10:00 AM. The 
cost is $7 if a reservation is made in advance by contacting the office at 302-762-2705 or 
office@AKSE.org by Friday, December 1 at 12:45 PM. Reservations are important so weôll 
know the number of attendees to prepare for: how much food, how many tables, etc. Without a 
reservation, the cost is $9. Payment is at the door.      

 
Thanks to our kitchen crew: Elizabeth Davis, Maurice Linett, Moshe Vinograd, Jim Marshall and 
Cliff Packer. 

Parsha and Pizza has resumed. 

 Study Torah with Rabbi Saks and fellow congregants 

Wednesdays following afternoon minyan, about 6 pm.  

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 

This is YOUR Sisterhood!!  Make it what YOU want it to be!! 
 

AKSE SISTERHOOD TENTATIVE CALENDAR 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018             Community Event @ Temple Beth El                                                      
Friday, January 26, 2018                   Federation Shabbat @ Beth Shalom 
March 2018                                         Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen 

Mazel Tov to the Women's Simchat Torah service on their 36th anniversary! 
 
Pictured are some of the many women who have participated in the 
Annual Women's Simchat Torah service over the past 36 years. 

Photo by Alan Goldberg 

A time for thank yous to all those who made the 10th Annual Break the Fast such a wonderful event 
 

We really appreciate contributions from the following families:  Elzufon, Epstein Makar, Feingold, Fisch, 
Golden, Keil, Klein, Rosenberg, Seidel, Seltzer, Vinograd, and Zussman! 
 
A huge thank you to these people who shopped, prepared food, set up and cleaned up.  It was a pleasure 
working with such a wonderful and efficient group!: 
 
Devon & Jordan Abukasis, Harriet Ainbinder, Judy Berlin, Sharon Berry, Elizabeth Davis, Harriet Jacobs,  Karen Moss, 
Sharon Murphree, Huguette Piha, Judi Rosenberg, Dianne Seidel, Wendy Shlossman, Kerry & Eyal Shweiki, Cathy & 
Moish Vinograd, Sylvia & Mark Wagman, Ella & Marty Zukoff.  Of course Cliff Packer helped every step of the way!! 
 

Sylvia Wagman      sisterhood@akse.org 
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10th Annual  

Break the 

Fast  

 

 

September 30,  
2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by  
Sylvia Wagman 
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OFFICE AND MAINTENANCE AVAILABILITY CHANGES AT AKSE 
 
Dear Congregation: 
 
     In response to some of the changes in our AKSE world, we have made changes to office 
times and how we schedule maintenance.  Thanks to Executive Board members Kerry 
Shweiki, Facilities, and Wendy Shlossman, Administration, for their efforts in this regard. 
And much thanks to the office staff, chiefly Sharon Marshall, Arlene McLaren, and Kathleen Taylor, for their 
flexibility.  
     After 37 years of service to our shul, Arlene MacLaren has decided to (actually, really) retire on Nov 21. 
Arlene has been one of the smiling helpful faces and voices that greet members and non-members whenever the 
phone rings or an office visit takes place.  We wish Arlene and her family the very best as she begins this new 
chapter in her life.  Arlene, you will be sorely missed. All AKSE members say thank you for what you have 
meant to AKSE and how much you have helped AKSE these past years.  
 

Jonathan Jaffe 

. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW AKSE OFFICE HOURS  !!! 
 

 

Monday - Thursday:  10:00 am  - 3:00 pm 

Friday:  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

These new office hours more accurately reflect our needs and are 

helping us to reduce expenses.  So far, things seem to be working out.  
 

Thank you for your understanding. 

MAINTENANCE (Cliff Packer) Availability 
 
The ñholidayò season required lots of time and effort on Cliffôs part, and we are fortunate to have Shabbat 
Kiddushes and the November 12 Ann Jaffe/Hadassah event on the horizon.  Having said that, there is no Hebrew 
school, and in some ways there are fewer requirements, (some ways more, e.g., Church Group presence here on 
Sunday morning) for Cliff to do.  In any event we are no longer tying Cliff down to a ñregularò or predictable 
availability or schedule at AKSE.  If you call the office during the week, if Cliff is there at that moment you may 
be connected to Cliff, but it is more likely you will have to leave a message with the office for Cliff which will 
go in Kerryôs and Cliffôs box. 
 
Of equal importance, Cliff gets a lot of requests and some of them have perhaps neither been fair nor suitable to 
have Cliff do. Or the request was of an ñimmediateò nature, and it may be that Cliff was scheduled off, or doing 
something else, and these ñdrop in requestsò are sometimes not really workable without being unfair to Cliff or 
just not really doable. There is a maintenance request form for major events which should be utilized.  If you are 
seeking a commitment that particular work can be done,  please check with Kerry or me.  
 
 
Thanks again for your understanding.  
 

Jonathan Jaffe 
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Dear Congregation: 
 
I received the following email/letter from Gladys Gewirtz (with Yossiôs assistance, who also made clear: please 
feel free to share Mom's message with others, if you consider that appropriate)  just a few days before the 
October 17 Congregational meeting. Below it is my reply.   
 
Dear Jonathan, 
 
The emotions I felt in reading your letter to the Congregation are surely matched many times over by what you 
all feel back in Wilmington. Yet, please know that though I no longer live among you there, my bond with 
AKSE is eternal. And so it pains me to see that such a difficult crossroads has been reached.  
 
In your letter, you have well described a very problematic situation, and have logically set into motion a process 
to deal with that situation effectively. It's important for me to express through you to others in AKSE my deep 
identification with the entire Congregation, and with its leadership, at all times, and particularly at this time. I 
trust that all the opinions on this very sensitive and fateful subject will be voiced and heard with wisdom, 
compassion and faith. 
 
For my own part, I hope to be reassured that any solution adopted, even tentative or temporary, will ensure the 
uninterrupted continuity of AKSE's distinct frameworks of prayer, Torah study, religious observance and 
communal cohesiveness.  
 
My thoughts and prayers are with you all, and I look forward to hearing about decisions or developments that 
will follow. 
 
With respect, love and b'Shalom, 
 
Gladys Gewirtz 
 
 

Dear Yossi and Gladys,   thank you for your notes and I wish safe travels to Yossi and good health to all. I 
appreciate your taking the time to write.   Yes AKSE is in a tough patch at the moment, and though we have 
some ideas about the way forward, clearly there are a lot of unknowns at this point.  I will say that the easiest 
and agreed part by all - was amazingly described in your letter Gladys, and I will quote you: For my own part, I 
hope to be reassured that any solution adopted, even tentative or temporary, will ensure  the uninterrupted 
continuity of AKSE's distinct frameworks of prayer, Torah study, religious observance and communal 
cohesiveness.  
 
Though we did not articulate it as well as you did, that concept was an organizing principle we all agreed to at 
the beginning and now as well as the change process gets underway.   
 
The Shofar newsletter and the occasional email blast will I hope keep all informed as to "what's up?", as my 
kids would say. As I am putting the November Shofar together today, I will happily share your message 
Gladys.  
 
      Thanks again and all the best.   Jonathan 
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TORAH READER SCHEDULE  
        
        
      
11/4/2017           Cantor Redfern  
11/11/2017         Cantor Redfern                              12/9/2017           Cantor Redfern 
11/18/2017         Partnership Minyan                      12/16/2017         AKSE gentlemen  
11/25/2017         Cantor Redfern                              12/23/2017         Cantor Redfern  
12/2/2017           Cantor Redfern                              12/30/2017         AKSE gentlemen  
 
 
RABBI SAKS VACATION SCHEDULE 
 
November 3/4 
November 24/25 
 
 

EMMANUEL DINING ROOM 
 
       We are once again gearing up to cook and serve a meal at Emmanuel Dining Room in Wilmington.  The 
dining hall we serve from is one of a network of 3 dining halls created and run by the Ministry of Caring, to help 
ensure that Wilmington's neediest citizens do not go hungry.  Meals are provided daily by area churches, 
synagogues and civic groups.  Three times a year AKSE congregants prepare a hot lunch for sometimes up to 
200 men, women and children.  For many EDR clients, this is their only meal of the day, so it is very important 
that we provide a hot, nutritious meal. 
         We often receive generous donations of meat to help us prepare our meal. We are in need of cash donations 
to cover the cost of the ingredients that we purchase to make the meal at EDR.  The much appreciated cash or 
Shop Rite gift card donations will enable us to continue this wonderful project without using general synagogue 
funds. 
         We also are in need of donations of baked goods to serve as dessert at EDR.  
 
          We will serve our meals on Tuesday, November 7th, Thursday, 
December 7th, 2017, and on Sunday, January 7th, 2018. 
 
          If you can help in any way, please contact Rhonda Shulman at 479-
9789 (acemaven0131@aol.com) or Wendy Shlossman at 479-5599 
(pshlossman@comcast.net).  
 
Thank you so much for taking part in this very important mitzvah! 
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As the organizer of decorating the succah, I would like to thank all those who gave 
   advice and  help,  shlept,  and decorated the prettiest succah AKSE has had in a very long time! 
   The reviews were wonderful. Sorry if you missed out, but there is always next year.... 
 
A thank you to Jim Lehr for keeping good records on how much corn stalks and hay we needed. 
A thank you to Jerry Kritz for getting and bringing the bales of hay down to us. 
A thank you to all .. Moshe Vinograd, Alan Goldberg, John and Lena Elzufon for getting the 
    corn stalks ready for the top and on the poles. 
A thank you to the minyonaires, Amy Schwartz, Ben Slomowitz, Fathers Scott Slomowitz, 
    Howard Schwartz, Mel Zussman for all the hanging decorations, up and down ladders. 
A thank you to Lewis Shapiro for also getting up and down the ladder and agreeing to Dianne's  
     changing of mind multiple times.  
A thank you to Tom Murphree for helping me spread the hay and building the best ramp 
     for those that needed a way into the succah. 
A thank you to Jeff S. for helping me make all those chains during football games (I learned a lot  
     about the sport, GO EAGLES ) 
A thank you to Cliff for hanging the lights and seeing they were all lit and keeping the mums watered, 
   since this is the first year, that I CAN REMEMBER, it hardly rained. 
A thank you to Judy Berlin for making the trays of pastry and fruit for all the days of Sukkot.  
 
I had a lot of fun working with all these fellow friends, I will agree to do it again next year... 
Till then....Dianne Seidel 

Editorôs notes to congregation: 1) Please enjoy the succah photos on the following pages, taken by Dianne Seidel 
and 2) You should also please thank the folks Dianne listed above and  3) You must certainly thank Dianne as 
well for her hard work.   
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