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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 CANTOR REDFERN 
RETURNS 

 
November 19, 2016 

 
After a nearly 10 
month absence due 
to health issues, 
Cantor Redfern will 
be layning Torah at 

Shabbat Services on November 
19. Cantor Redfern and his wife Roberta will drive up 
from Rockville MD on the Friday before and attend 
Friday evening services as well.  
 
Cantor Redfern is planning on reading Torah again 
November 26, December 10 and 24. After that, the 
Cantorôs and our  hope and expectation is that a 
regular return to AKSE will be possible.  
 
Please join us for a Kiddush Luncheon on November 
19, in honor of Cantor Redfern's return and in 
gratitude to the AKSE congregants--men and women-
-who read Torah in his absence. 
 
Welcome Back Cantor Redfern !  

 

Other dates to get on your calendar 
 
AKSE ACADEMY January 21, 2017 
6-9:30 pm 
 
Community Game and Klezmer Night 
Beth Shalom on January 7, 2017  

 

AKSE MENõS CLUB  
 

All congregants and guests are welcome to attend our 
Kosher Sunday breakfasts featuring speakers on diverse 
topics including: current events, history, medicine, and 
Judaism. The Menôs Club typically meets once a month 
from November  through May with breakfast at 9:00 AM 
and speakers at 9:30 AM.  
 
The cost is $6.00 if you make a reservation in advance by 
calling the AKSE office at 302-762-2705. At the door, 
the cost is $8.00.  
 
On Sunday, November 20, 2016 please welcome 
AKSEôs very own  
 

Marty Zukoff,  
 

whose talk is entitled: 
 

 Israel, The Palestinians & The New Anti-Semitism  

 
 

Please save  the following dates:  
December 18, 2016 
January 22, 2017 
February 19, 2017 
March 19, 2017 
April (TBA) 
May 21, 2017                                                           
 
Thanks to our kitchen crew:  Elizabeth Davis, Morris 
Freschman, Jake Hoffman, Maurice Linett, Betty 
Slomowitz, Steve Willis and Moshe Vinograd. 
 

Dan Berry and Leonard Seltzer, co-presidents                                    
Jim Lehr, treasurer 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@akse.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

AKSE Website  www.akse.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
Jonathan Jaffe,  President 

 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Marty Zukoff, Acting VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Kerry Shweiki, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Awaiting Volunteer 
VP Ways & Means 

 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 
 
 

Eleanor Weinglass Secretary 
 

Dan Berry & Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club Presidents 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant 

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer,  

Charles Wiley 
Maintenance 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

Tomorrow Ainõt as Bad as It Seems 
Yizkor sermon ð Yom Kippur 5777  

Rabbi Steven Saks  
 

                     We have all longed for òthe good old daysó when life was 

supposedly easier, simpler and just better. As we return the 
Torah, we will again long for the good old days as we will 
sing Jeremiahõs words, òReturn us to you G-d, so that we 

shall return, renew our days as of old.ó In other words, we 
are asking G -d to bring back our ògood old days.ó  

                   This longing for òthe good old daysó is nothing new. The 
Midrash Echia Rabba  notes that already during the first 
temple period Isaiah was longing for òthe good old days.ó 

According to Isaiah òthe good old daysó were the days of 
Moses. But were they really òthe good old daysó? Letõs listen 

to what Moses has to say. òHow can I alone carry your 
contentiousness, your burdens and your quarrels?ó The 
people are driving Moses crazy and at times even want to 

return to Egypt. The people had even begun to view the 
slavery of Egypt as òthe good old daysó after the passage of 
only a short period of time. But, clearly, those were not òthe 

good old days.ó 
                    So when were òthe good old daysó? The Midrash makes 

another suggestion ñthat the days of King Solomon were 
òthe good old days.ó It seems to makes sense. The first 
temple had just been built. A people who had been a 

nomadic people were now truly settled in their land. But the 
Book of Kings uses language to describe Solomon that is 

reminiscent of Pharaoh. Solomon is being portrayed as an 
Israelite Pharaoh! He enslaved the people and imposed 
draconian taxes on them, not only in order to build the 

temple but his palace as well. His harsh treatment of the 
people led to a division of the kingdom. Clearly, these were 
not òthe good old days.ó 

                        The Midrash  again attempts to locate òthe good old daysó 
and makes a third suggestion ñthat the days of Adam were 

òthe good old days.ó It cites the verse, òHe drove out man 
and placed at the east the Cherubim to guard the path back 
to the Tree of Life.ó There is a wordplay here. The word for 

òeastó Kedem also means òoldó as in òrenew our days as of 
old.ó The sun rises in the east; it is the first, or old, part of 

the day and represents òthe good old days.ó Though the 
Midrash is suggesting the Garden of Eden represents òthe 
good old days,ó we Jews have never tried to locate the 

Garden. Frankly, we donõt care where it was. Why? The 
message is that if you want to live in the past, you will 

inevitably be disappointed. You cannot return to the past.  

(Continued on page 10) 



SHOFAR       3 NOVEMBER,  2016 

 

SISTERHOOD NEWS  
 

  
 
As we look back on the holidays, we are very thankful for all those who worked so hard to make them 
so enjoyable, especially from a food perspective:)  Our wonderful 9th Annual Break the Fast would not 
have happened without the shopping, cooking, setting up, and cleaning up on the part of Harriet 
Ainbinder, Judi Berlin, Sharon Berry, Elizabeth Davis, Ellen & Michael Feingold, Harriet Jacobs, 
Mollie Epstein Makar, Karen Moss, Sharon Murphree, Huguette Piha, Judi Rosenberg, Wendy 
Shlossman, Eyal Shweiki, Cathy & Moshe Vinograd, Sylvia & Mark Wagman, and Ella & Marty 
Zukoff!  Cliff Packer, as always, was such a great help!!   
 
We appreciate the contributions, which helped to defray the cost of the Break the Fast, from the 
following : 
 
Harriet Ainbinder                                 Barbara & Charlie Keil           
Sharon & Dan Berry                           Maurice Linett & Sandy Rosen 
Alan & Margie Bleier                           Mollie & Ron Makar 
Ellen & Michael Feingold                    Libby Plafker 
Shirley Fisch                                        Barbara & Joel Roisman 
Vivian & Alan Goldberg                      Gina & Josh Schoenberg 
Rachel & Brian Gottesman                Dianne & Jeff Seidel    
Jonathan Jaffe                                   Cathy & Moishe Vinograd 
Debbie & Mel Zussman 
(list complete as of the printing of this Shofar) 

 
 

Sylvia Wagman  ,     Sisterhood Advisor,         sisterhood@akse.org 

  
AKSE SISTERHOOD TENTATIVE CALENDAR 

  

     
Saturday, January 7, 2017                 Community Event @ Beth Shalom 

Friday, January 27, 2017                    Federation Shabbat @ Beth Emeth 

March 2017                                        Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen 

 
Missing or Taken inadvertently?  A red tallit bag disappeared from the main 
sanctuary during the afternoon of Yom Kippur. If found, please return to AKSE office. 
Thank you 

PARSHA AND PIZZA IS BACK!   WEDNESDAYS 6ð7 PM   RABBI SAKS AND ATTENDEES 
DISCUSS THE PARSHA OF THE WEEK. ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2072_com_zimbra_email%22));
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SUCCAH GET READY TEAMðThanks Tom Murphree, Jonathan Jaffe, Jim Lehr (organizer) Lewis Shapiro, 
Jerry Kritz, Dan Berry, and Joel Panitz and Mel Zussman (not shown) for preparing the Succah for Sukkot.  

Thanks to Minyanaires/Chaverot for helping to decorateðJared Schwartz, Ben Slomowitz, Jordan and Devon 
Abukasis and Amy Schwartz. Mel Zussman not shown.  
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Tom Murphree and Mark 
Weinberg making pizza for the 
Parsha and Pizza class held in 
the Succah October 19.  

Gary Panitz, Joel Panitz, 
Harriet Ainbinder, Rabbi Saks, 
Ben Smith,  Barry Solan, Alan 
Bleier enjoying Tom and 
Markôs kitchen handiwork  in 
the Succah. 
 Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 
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New Maintenance and Event Planning Tools now in place at AKSE  

 

The prior approach re maintenance and event type planning has been a bit too relaxed. 
Cliff Packer as maintenance guy (and Kerry as Facilities Manager) gets pulled many 
different directions by people asking him to do things. Cliff is terrific, but even he cannot 
be in two places at once, or satisfy two contradictory requests from congregants. We 
have also had folks plan events at AKSEðwhich are great ideas and letôs cheer for 
themðbut did not have right amount of  ñahead of time considerationò given to 
maintenance staff or whatever else might be going on in the building. In the office, there 
is now a white notebook, with two forms in it:  
 
Special Events/meeting room set-up request form  
 
Maintenance Request Form 
 
The forms ask for things you might expect: what needs fixing, leak 
noticed,  date of event, location, estimated head count, food, contact 
number etc. Please utilize these forms going forward; we will all benefit. If you have any 
questions, please call me, Kerry Shweiki, or the office at 302-762-2705. Thank You 
Kerry 

THE CIRCLE CLUB CAMPAIGN 
  
The Circle Club's 20th annual voluntary contribution campaign is underway. The Club is composed of four 
categories of giving: Mitzvah ($300), Chai ($600), Presidentôs ($1200), and Super Chai ($1800).  Your 
participation helps ensure that the needs of the Synagogue and its members are met. 
  

We are grateful to the following members who have joined The Circle Club this year 
 
SUPER CHAI 
Harriet Ainbinder, John & Lena Elzufon 
 
PRESIDENTôS 
Elliott & Mitzi Echt, Jonathan Jaffe, Harold & Nan Pezzner, Gene & Gail Tolpin, Gerry & Sandy Turnauer and 
Mel & Roberta Woloshin 
 
CHAI 
Alan Bleier, David Epstein, Rachel Epstein, Paul & Rita Gottesman, Kevin & Lolly Gross, Ron & Mollie Makar, 
Rex & Huguette Piha, Max & Judi Rosenberg, Jeffrey & Dianne Seidel, Eyal Shweiki, and Mark & Sylvia 
Wagman 
 
MITZVAH 
Julius & Sheila Berman, Lou & Faith Brown, Morton & Roberta Brown, Neal & Barbara Cohn, Shirley Fisch, 
Alan & Vivian Goldberg, Jacob Hoffman, June Kleban, Libby Plafker, Joel & Barbara Roisman, Rabbi Steven & 
Anne Saks, Stephen Seidel, Bernice Tomases and Michael & Jan Weiss 
  
*If you would like to join the Club (it is NEVER too late) please contact the synagogue office at 302-762-2705.  
L' Shana Tova - A Healthy and Happy New Year. 
  
Jeffrey & Dianne Seidel  Chairpersons, Circle Club 
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KESHER COMMITTEE: The Kesher Committee 
consists of AKSE members who willingly give of 
their time to help other members in need. If an AKSE 
member needs meals prepared, a ride to an 
appointment, an errand done, or just a friendly visit, 
those on the committee are there to help. Debra 
Zussman is the chairperson and can be reached at 

302-529-1054. If you would 
like to participate or if you 
know someone in need of 
help, please call. 

The incomparable, fabulous, outstanding, superb,  awe inspiring AKSE Menôs High Holiday Choir.  
From left to right: Lou Brown, Mark Wagman, Bob Weiner, Michael Cabelli, Cantor Gordon Piltch, David 
Epstein, Ben Russell, Howard Stromwasser, Mark Weinberg. Photo by David Epsteinôs camera 

SHOP AT 
AMAZON AND 
EARN MONEY 
FOR AKSE!!   

Visit the AKSE website and scroll down to the ñShop at 
Amazonò link.  Once this link is clicked, any purchases 
you make from Amazon will earn AKSE 4%-10% of 
your purchase total! Further instruction is available 
on the AKSE website. Let your friends and family know 
how easily they too can raise funds for AKSE! 
 

Please email Kerry Shweiki at khshweiki@gmail.com if 
you have any questions. 

MAKE A NEW YEAR�¶S RESOLUTION FOR 5777 
SUPPORT OUR SYNAGOGUE BY PURCHASING GIFT CARDS  

Take that extra few minutes to exchange your money for GIFT CARDS. For every $100 you spend, you receive 
$100 worth of GIFT CARDS. For every $1,000 we buy, the store charges us $950, thereby contributing $50 to 
our GIFT CARD program. Itôs a WIN-WIN situation. You receive full value for your money, and we receive a 
5% discount for buying in quantity.   
 

HOW TO PURCHASE GIFT CARDS - CASH OR CHECKS ONLY: 
From the Synagogue office (in person):  Monday - Thursday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Also from the Gift Shop during Gift Shop hours and two ñsatellite  offices in North Wilmington. Please call the office at 
302-762-2705 with any questions. Thank you. 


