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Vol. XLIV No. 9                               THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                           MAY  2017 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 

AKSE Congregational Meeting 
 

June 14, 7:30 PM 
 

Preceded by 2nd Annual Barbecue 
5:30 PM 

Gail Weinberg to be Honored at a 
Hebrew School Retirement Brunch on 

June 18  
 

Please see pages 4 & 5 for details  

Café Tamar presents 
Lõdor Vador 

(From Generation to Generation) 

Monday, May 29th 6:30 PM 

MARK YOUR JUNE CALENDARS PLEASE 

 

   Join the celebration of 60 years of Cafe Tamar and 50 years of reunification of Jerusalem. Featured 
performers include violinists Eliezer Gutman and Juliana Castillo, solo vocalists Cindy Goldstein, Talia 
Goren and Irene Plotzker, and dancers Devon and Jordan Abukasis. Enjoy performances by dancers 
from AKSE and the Albert Einstein Academy and by the AKSE Klezmer Band. More details, pp. 6-10 
   Don't miss the celebration! Admission is $10 paid in advance by May 25, $12 at the door, and 
children under 12, $5. For reservations and information call 302-762-2705 or email office@akse.org. 

mailto:office@akse.org
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
E-mail to office@AKSE.org 

FAX 302-762-3236 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
Jonathan Jaffe,  President 

 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Marty Zukoff, Acting VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Kerry Shweiki, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Awaiting Volunteer 
VP Ways & Means 

 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 
 
 

Eleanor Weinglass Secretary 
 

Dan Berry & Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club Presidents 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant 

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer,  

Charles Wiley 
Maintenance 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

From the desk of Rabbi Saks  
 
A Joke: A Jewish man who is stranded on a 

deserted island builds two synagogues. When he is 
rescued, he is asked why he built two  synagogues. 
He points to one and exclaims òThis is the 
synagogue which I go toó and then points to the 
other and exclaims òThis is the synagogue which I 
refuse to go to.ó The joke is funny because there is 
an element of truth in it, and we can relate to it. 
As we say òTwo Jews, three opinions.ó Yet one of 
the most popular Jewish songs is from Psalms 
133:1: Hinei mah tov uõmahnayim, shevet achim 
gam yachad. Behold, how good and pleasant is the 

dwelling of brothers also  in unity.  
Why does the psalm say that the brothers were 
òalso dwelling in unityó? Should it not just simply 
say that they were òdwelling in unityó and leave 
out the world òalsoó? 

The òalsoó teaches us that, despite  their 
differences of opinion, the brothers were able to 
unite. Unity without a difference of opinion is easy 
and can even be dangerous under certain 
circumstances. Just think of the Bay of Pigs fiasco, 
which historians blame on the dynamic of òGroup 
Thinkó in which all of President Kennedyõs advisors 
failed to identify possible downsides to the plan 
because they were in such close agreement with 
each other.  

Part of the secret of Americaõs success is that 
it has often had the ability to take in diverse 
people from around the world and unite them in a 
common culture while, at the same time, 
cherishing each groupõs individual customs. 

We can see American Jews following this 
successful model at the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) conference every year in 
Washington D.C. Israelõs supporters from across 
the spectrum unite to ensure that the Israeli -
American alliance remains strong. Are we all 
18,000 AIPAC delegates of one mind? Certainly 
not! AIPAC delegates span the political and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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religious spectrum; some find the policies of the current Israeli government in 
power favorable, while others object. Some may support the status quo 
relationship between synagogue and state, and others may not. Despite not 
being all of one mind, we realize the importance of uniting as one, in other 
words gam yachad  òalso as one.ó Our differences of opinion on a variety of 
issues do not preclude us from joining together for the greater good.  

Psalm 133 is one of a select group of psalms which begin Shir HaMalot  (a 
Song of Ascent). We are able to ascend in strength by joining together despite 
our differences, as witnessed by AIPACõs remarkable success in strengthening 
the U.S. ðIsrael relationship.    

Please consider ascending with your fellow congregants and me and 
joining us at next yearõs AIPAC conference.  

 

Kol Tuv,  

Rabbi Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Delaware  AIPAC delegation outside of Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochesterôs office on Capitol Hill.  
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SISTERHOOD NEWS  
 

We are looking forward to celebrating the success of all of our fundraisers (honey sales, hamantashen 
& mishloach manot, Sisterhood gift shop) next month at the congregation meeting  when we present 
our annual contribution to Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth.  Your support throughout the year makes this 
possible.  Thank you!! 
 
Ann & Ed Jaffe were inadvertently left off last month's list of the $185 contributors through whose 
generosity everyone in the shul received a wonderful bag of treats.  Our apologies to them. 

Gail Weinberg to be Honored at a Hebrew School Retirement Brunch on June 18  
 
Lifelong Jewish educator, Gail Weinberg, will be honored at a brunch at Adas Kodesch 
Shel Emeth on June 18 for 33 years of dedication to Jewish education in our 
community.  She has also educated Jewish youngsters in Boston, Lexington and Lowell, 
Massachusetts, as well as in St. Louis.  As she steps down from her position as principal 
of the AKSE Talmud Torah, Gail has logged in nearly 45 years of experience as a 
Jewish educator, touching the lives of countless students.  
 
Gail came to AKSE in 1983 with boundless energy and enthusiasm and an unwavering 
commitment to Jewish education.  She also came with impressive credentials.  Gail 
received a BA and MA from Simmons College in Boston and a Master of Social Work 
degree from the Brown School of Social Work at Washington University of St. Louis.  
Her Judaic education includes a Bachelor of Jewish Education degree, cum laude, with 

teaching certification from Hebrew College of Brookline, Massachusetts.  In addition, she spent a year of study 
at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
 
After serving as a teacher for nine years, Gail was asked to become school principal.  She served as a marvelous 
mentor to her staff, handled administrative issues with tremendous attention to detail and continued to teach 
students whenever needed.  Gail always gave one hundred percent of her prodigious skills, knowledge, energy 
and talent to her school, teachers and students. 
 
Gailôs retirement brunch will be held at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, 4412 Washington Blvd., on June 18 at 11 
a.m.  The cost is $20 per person, paid in advance.  For further information about Gail Weinbergôs retirement 
brunch, please contact the Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth office at 302-762-2705 or office@akse.org   
 
In addition to the celebratory brunch, a Memory Book with Hebrew School photos and well wishes is being 
assembled to be presented to Gail at the brunch.  If you would like to place a greeting in this book, contact Dawn 
Abukasis dabukasis@yahoo.com or see the flyer on the following page.  

Shalom all, 
 
Please note that beginning May 5 we will move Friday evening services to 6:30 pm and this 
will be the time for the summer season. This follows the practice of previous years. 
 
Thanks 
Rabbi Saks 

mailto:office@akse.org
mailto:dabukasis@yahoo.com
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Lou and Dave Brown 
 

AKSE Celebrates 60 Years of Celebrating  

 

 

By Mark Wagman 

Every May Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth presents a 
celebration of Israel in song, dance and music. It is a 
unique Delaware synagogue and community tradition 
that has flourished now for 60 years. 

The precursor to the celebration was the formation of a 
Yiddish song group by Faith and Louis Brown in 
1955. Together with several friends, including Naomi 
Goldstein and Bert Tanzer, they entertained seniors at 
the Bichor Cholem home, the predecessor to the Kutz 
Home. The president of Adas Kodesch, Isadore Tanzer, suggested 
the formation of a choral group. Then, in 1957, the choral group under Faithôs direction and 
dancers under Faith and Louôs direction presented a concert, and a new tradition was born. 

For the first several years, the concert was called the Festival of Jewish Music. Faith recalls that 
Avi Ini suggested that the name be changed to Caf® Tamar. The name stuck, and for many years 
an Israel caf® format was used, with the audience sitting around tables with refreshments, and 
occasionally a full meal, available. 

Caf® Tamar has long been a feather in AKSEôs cap, earning the congregation a well-deserved 
reputation for musical talent. The program has evolved and expanded, encompassing Israeli, 

Yiddish, Chassidic, Klezmer, cantorial, 
Broadway, folk, barbershop quartet and 
classical music, always with a Jewish 
connection. A typical program includes vocal 
and instrumental soloists and ensembles, and 
youth and adult dancers. In recent years, 
concert organizers have gone outside the 
congregation to expand its pool of talent and 
make the concert a truly community-wide 
celebration of Israel. The AKSE choral, dance 
and Klezmer groups have also spread musical 
joy well beyond the venue of Caf® Tamar, 
performing throughout the community and 
region, as far away as New York City. 

Caf® Tamar has always presented a mix of new 
and old music and new and returning 

(Continued on page 7) 

       Devon and Jordan Abukasis 



SHOFAR       7 MAY  2017 

 

 Faith Brown conducting  AKSE choral group 

performers. New acts keep the show fresh for 
a loyal audience. But there are also perennial 
favorites. Lou and the Brownôs son, David, 
have performed a Chassidic dance called 
Rikud Shebalev on several occasions over the 
years. Each time it is a rousing crowd pleaser. 
Accordionist David Gesterak performed 
annually for a quarter century. The 
professional violinist Eliezer Gutman has 
become a regular performer at Caf® Tamar. 
And one year members of the visiting Russian 
Ballet Theatre took the stage and surprised and delighted the audience 
with their take on Israeli and Chassidic dance. 

The Browns have had a long love affair with Israel and with Jewish music and dance. Soon after 
their marriage in 1948, they left to work on a kibbutz in the young Jewish state. Their long-
standing leadership of Caf® Tamar was a way for them to perpetuate and share their love of 
Israel. Just 3 months after each show, they would begin planning and preparing for the next 
yearôs show. Faith said ñit was exhausting, but a labor of love.ò The audiences have always been 
appreciative. For many years, their number one fan was Rabbi Leonard Gewirtz, the longtime 
spiritual leader of AKSE. Every year he would send the Browns a thank you letter after the 
ñinspiring concert.ò Once he noted ñWe were transported to Aretz (i.e., the Land of Israel) and 
lived in its song and dance!ò 

This yearôs concert is entitled ñLôdor Vador ï 
From Generation to Generation.ò It is a fitting 
theme as the Browns gradually pass on the 
treasure and the responsibility of Caf® Tamar 
to subsequent generations. This yearôs 
celebration marks both the 60th anniversary of 
Caf® Tamar and the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Shweiki Family 

Cantor 
Mark 
Stanton 
and 
Cindy 
Goldstein 

      AKSE Dancers 2016 
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AKSE choral group 1958 AKSE Dance Group 2016 
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Albert Einstein Academy Dancers 

Sharon Berry and Talia Goren 

AKSE Klezmer Band 
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On Sunday, May 7, 2017, the Siegel JCC will be 

hosting the Mid-Atlantic Junior Maccabi Games for the 

first time in over 10 years. We are so looking forward 

to celebrating with our children their athletic efforts, as 
well as their Jewish heritage. We anticipate hosting 

over 18 delegations and 850 athletes, participating in 9 

sporting events.  

The athletes will be competing in the 
following sports:  

Boys & Girls Basketball  
Boys & Girls Soccer  
Swimming   
Tennis  
Baseball  
Chess   
Four Square  

  
The following North Wilmington venues 
will be utilized to host the games:  

Siegel JCC  
Springer Middle School   
Naamans Little League Complex  
Wilmington Friends School  
Brandywine YMCA   

Lotus Cheng on the piano with violinists Rami Goren and Eliezer Gutman. 

 

One last Caf® Tamar photoðenjoy 


