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Wednesday, March 28 
 Deadline for Authorization for Sale of Chametz 
 
Thursday, March 29 
 Search for Chametz after 8:04 PM 

 

Friday, March 30  Erev Pesach 
Morning Service & Siyum for the first born -7:30 AM 
Chametz may be eaten until 11:01 AM 
Latest Time to burn Chametz ï12:03 PM 
  

Mincha - Maôariv - 7:15 PM at CB Shalom 
AKSE  Community Seder at Cong Beth Shalom 7:45 PM 

Candle Lighting - 7:06 PM 
Kiddush for Seder after 8:07 PM 
  
Saturday, March 31  First Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha - Maôariv - 7:15 PM at CB Shalom 
AKSE  Community Seder at Cong Beth Shalom 7:45 PM 
Candle Lighting and Havdallah after -  8:07 PM 

Kiddush for Seder after 8:07 PM 
  
Sunday,  April 1 Second Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
 Mincha - Maôariv - 7:00  PM 
Havdallah -  8:07 PM  (only over wine) 
 
 

 
MondayðWednesday, April 2-4 Chol Hamoed 
Morning Service - 7:00 AM  

Mincha - 5:30 PM 
 
Thursday,  April 5 Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit - 7:00 AM  
   Mincha - Ma'ariv - 6:00 PM 
 Candle Lighting - 7:12 PM 
  
  Friday, April 6  Seventh Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service -  9:00 AM 
  Mincha Maôariv - 6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting 7:13 PM 
  
Saturday, April 7, Eighth Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service - 9:00 AM  
  Yizkor Service - 10:45 AM 
    Mincha - Ma'ariv - 7:10 PM 
    Torah Study 
  Havdallah  - 8:14 PM 
  

  
Do not eat any Chametz sold for you by Rabbi                                               
Saks prior to 9:00 PM.       

 AKSE is hosting community seders 
beginning at 7:45 PM, the first and second 
nights of Passover, March 30  and March 

31. Please see page 6 for details.  

Congregational meeting March 13  
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And mark your calendars. Thank you  
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The Shofar is published 11 months: 
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Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

                Rabbi Saksô Message 
 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 
Please find below ñPESACH  MYTHS AND FACTSò prepared by 
Rabbi Jeffrey Rappoport, Editor in Chief of the Union for Traditional 
Judaismôs Kosher Nexus Daily Blog. 
 
CLEANING AND CLEANING SUPPLIES: 
 
MYTH: Cleaning supplies used for Pesach must be KP. 
FACT: Not true. Cleaning supplies are not edible and are not foods. 
Should you swallow some by accident and live to tell the tale, it still 
would not be food and thus not subject to Pesach certification.  
A few years ago, a company proudly announced that they were selling 
Kosher for Passover window cleaner. We still havenôt figured that one 
out!! 
 
MYTH: You cannot make a microwave KP. 
FACT: Not true. Clean the interior of the microwave. Place a clean 
bowl of water in the unit. Nuke the water until the entire interior of the 
microwave is covered with moisture. Move the bowl of water to a 
different spot and nuke for just a bit more. And that, dear reader will 
make your microwave KP. 
 
MYTH: You canôt kosherize your oven for Pesach. 
FACT: Plain and simple, take the oven apart as much as possible. 
Remove any part that is removable, and scrub, scrub, and scrub some 
more. Basically, clean it until it wonôt come any cleaner! Use a lot of 
oven cleaner, but if you have a ñcontinuous-cleanò oven, check your 
ownerôs manual before applying an oven 
cleaner. Some oven cleaners will destroy the finish on continuous-clean 
ovens. After a complete cleaning, put it all back together and turn on the 
oven full blast for one full hour. When cool, cover your racks with 
aluminum rack covers, found inexpensively at the supermarket, or use 
new racks for Pesach. Your broiler pan cannot be kashered for Pesach 
unless you use a blowtorch! It must be brought to a higher temperature 
than it is normally used for, hence the blowtorch. 
 
FOOD: 
 
MYTH: There is nothing to eat on Passover. 
FACT: There is a lot to eat on Passover if you eat simply and eat fresh. 
In addition, todayôs consumer is faced with an array of Pesach goodies 
the likes of which have never before been seen. One company is selling 
KP ñwhite breadò even. Frankly, we do not want to even taste it! 
Here are some questions that come up every year: 
Can I use an unopened container of pure maple syrup? Yes. However, 
you do have to open it first. 
Is Quinoa kosher for Pesach? Yes. 
Is there a KP corn starch? No. Of course, Ashkenazim would not be 
allowed to eat it anyway. 
Does apple cider vinegar need KP certification? Yes. 
What about canola oil? The Chief Rabbis of Israel have ruled that it is 

(Continued on page 3) 
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AKSE MENõS CLUB 
BREAKFAST  

 

 SUNDAY, MARCH 18 9:30 AM 
 

Speaker:  Ellen Meyer 
Topic:  J StreetðIts Mission and a Report  
on Its Recent Trip to the West Bank 

 
Ellen is a member of J Street, which ñorganizes and mobilizes pro-Israel, pro-
peace Americans who want Israel to be secure, democratic and the national 
home of the Jewish people.ò Whatever your views on the Israel-Palestinian conflict, 
please come to listen and to engage Ellen with your questions. 
 

The sumptuous buffet breakfast will start at 9:30 AM and Ellen will begin speaking at 
10:00 AM. The cost is $7 if a reservation is made in advance by contacting the office at 
302-762-2705 or office@AKSE.org by Friday, March 16 at 12:45 PM. Reservations are 
important, so weôll know the number of attendees to prepare for: how much food, how 
many tables, etc. Without a reservation, the cost is $9. Payment is at the door. 
 
Thanks to our kitchen crew:  Elizabeth Davis, Maurice Linett, Moshe Vinograd, Jim 
Marshall and Cliff Packer.  

kitniyot. We do not agree. UPDATE: The Chief Rabbinate of Israel has reversed their former stance and now 
allows canola oil.  
Why do my friends eat peanuts on Pesach? Because they can. In his Iggrot Moshe, the late Rabbi M. Feinstein 
wrote that peanuts are ok to eat on Pesach.  
Matzah does a number on my lower track- help! Metamucil powder (unflavored) is ok to use. Also the capsules 
of same are good, too. Oh, and good luck! 
I donôt get itðwhat is the true story with green beans? The Remôa (Rabbi Moses Isserles) ruled in his gloss to the 
Shulchan Aruch that string beans are fine for Pesach. The UTJ holds by that ruling.  
So whatôs the story with sweet potatoes? Enjoy them! Fresh ones are fine. Canned ones need KP certification 
according to some.  
 
MYTH: Peanut oil cannot be kosher for Pesach? 
FACT: Totally not true. Peanut oil may most certainly be used on Pesachðjust try finding some that is certified! 
Even for those who think that peanuts are kitniyot (like corn), ñmei kitniyotò (liquid pressed from kitniyot) is 
totally acceptable on Pesach. For some reason, none of the large kashruth agencies will allow these kinds of oils. 
A rep from one of the very largest agencies told us that people wonôt use the stuff and that, therefore, companies 
will not go to the expense of making it.  
 
MYTH: I have to ñgift wrapò my entire kitchen for it to be truly kosher for Pesach. 
FACT: Totally, completely, one hundred percent WRONG. Although most Ashkenazim cover the counters for 
Pesach, there is NO halachic necessity to do so. The Mishna Brura is abundantly clear that we need not cover the 
counters. Sefardim certainly donôt cover them. Clean your counters. Purge them with boiling water. Mop the 
floor. Voila- your counters are KP. 
 

 hag kasher võSameach!     Rabbi Steven Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 

mailto:office@AKSE.org
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{ŀƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳŜǘȊ ŀƴŘ wŀōōƛΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǝƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ !ǇǇŜŀƭ 
  

The Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund is an important vehicle for tzedakah within AKSE.  Numerous requests 
appealing for funds are received throughout the year, especially before the holidays. Many of the requests are 
from extremely worthwhile organizations, as well as from individuals who find themselves in need.  

We turn to you each year at this time, Erev Pesach, to support the Discretionary Fund as part of the 
Mechirat Chametz process. The Discretionary Fundôs approach to tzedakah is to make a significant gift. In most 
cases $36 is the minimum contribution given by this fund and checks have been issued for as high as $500 when 
the need arises. 
            Please give careful consideration to this vital instrument of tzedakah within AKSE and the charities it 
supports when selling your Chametz this year.  
  

Best wishes for a Happy and Kosher Pesach.  Rabbi Steven Saks  

  
Authorization for the Sale of Chametz 5778, 2018 

Please return by mail or in person by Wednesday March 28, 2018 

I (we) hereby authorize Rabbi Steven Saks or his agent(s) to be my (our) agent to sell all chametz that may be 

in my (our) possession at the locations listed below or such other locations as my (our) chametz may be. Such sale 

will take place at 10:30 am Friday March 30, 2018. Chametz is defined as any food (at a minimum fit for a dog 

to eat) that contains one or more of five types of grain (wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye), which has come in contact 

with water and was not baked within the amount of time prescribed by Jewish law. I (we) further authorize Rabbi 

Steven Saks or his agents to rent the areas and/or properties designated below for the purpose of storage of the 

chametz which is sold until such time as the buyer should come to pick up the chametz, or 9:00 pm Saturday, April 7, 2018, 

whichever comes earlier. I (we) understand that at the time the chametz is sold, it will cease to be my property unless 

and until the chametz is bought back on my behalf and that the buyer has the right to take the chametz which is sold. 

Locations of chametz: (Please be specific, including address and area where the chametz will be stored. 

Include home and business addresses as appropriate.) 

  

 

Please sign and print your name(s) below. If married, both spouses should sign this document. 

                                                                                                                                                     Date: 
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LOOKING FOR KOSHER MEAT? 
 

As those of you who ordered from Simonôs Meats in Philadelphia 
know, that store has been closed.  I checked with the Philly Vaôad 
and they said there are no more kosher butcher shops in Philly.  They 
go to ShopRite.  So, I went to the ShopRite on the Concord Pike and 
talked to John, the meat manager.  He said that all the kosher meat 
comes from the same place.  I asked whether ShopRite would be will-
ing to special order meats for us for Passover and the manager agreed 
to do it. Let him know several weeks in advance what you need and 
when you will pick it up.  If it works to our liking, weôll try for four 
times a year.  For more information, call Harriet, (302)478-6314. 

A message from the President  

 

Dear Congregants 
 
       A Special Congregational Meeting is being called for Tuesday, March 
13 at 7:30 pm.  Per AKSE by-laws requirements, written notification with 
full particulars will be mailed to your home with 10-day notice. But I 
wanted to take this Shofar opportunity to alert you as well.  
 
There are three by-laws changes to be voted on, summaries only here.   
 
One new addition to the by-laws:  
ǒ Increased legal immunity for members of the Board of Directors 
Two Changes to existing by-laws: 
ǒ Allowing two or more co-presidents to serve (in the event that we cannot engage a suitable 

candidate willing to serve as President). Current by-laws allow for only two co-presidentsΦ 
ǒ Allowing for the Board of Governors to approve sale or other disposition of AKSE assets 
worth less than $1000, as recommended by the existing Asset Disposition Committee. Existing 
by-laws require congregational approval for the sale of any asset belonging to the Congregation. 
We are thinking school desks, books, etc. nothing of memory or symbolic value.  
 
     The above by-laws changes and additions have been approved by the Board of Governors.  
In addition to discussion and then voting on the above by-laws changes, I will take this 
opportunity to inform the congregation of the status of the building sale. 
     As always please call or email with any concern or questions. Please be on the look out for the 
snail mail package with more complete details and plan to attend the March 13 congregational 
meeting. Thank you 
 

Jonathan Jaffe 

AKSE President 

(Not from one of these) 
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Why is AKSE Community Seder at Beth Shalom this year?  
 
It is not complicated and very understandable:  Rabbi Saks and family cannot travel those days and  
want to be together. If CBS is the location,  then Rabbi and family can stay in hotel nearby and walk to 
CBS. Also, Anne Saks is the main organizer of the seder and needs to be present at the seders to help 
make them successful.  

 
Please Note:  Jewish Federation has announced that due to circumstances beyond 
their control, the March 11, Know Your Genes program had been cancelled. No new 
date yet.  
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A big thank you to all the people that 
helped make the January 27 event 
such a wonderful success.  
Steering Committee:  
Irene Plotzker, Faith Brown, Lou 
Brown, Elizabeth Davis, and Harriet 
Ainbinder (ex officio) 

Speakers: Joel R. Chodos, Amanda 
Doroshow, John A. Elzufon, Paul 
Gottesman, Rakel K. Israel,  
Thomas M. Leitch 

A/V: Ron Makar, Mark Wagman, 
and Gene Tolpin 

Photography: Jonathan Jaffe 

Refreshments: Cathy Vinograd 

Desk: Harriet Ainbinder and  
Bobby Miller 

Program:  Dawn Abukasis 

Set-up: Cliff Packer 

] AKSE ACADEMY  ] 

Tom Leitch discussing  ñThe Opposite of Faith; Why We Believe the Things We Doò 

Snacks and spirited discussion between sessions. 
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John Elzufon presenting on his topic of Anti-Semitism 

Book Fair and spirited discussion on break between presenters 
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TORAH READERS SCHEDULE 2018 

          
3/3                    AKSE Gentlemen                                         6/2    Cantor Redfern  
3/10                  Cantor Redfern                                             6/9    Cantor Redfern 
3/17                  Cantor Redfern                                             6/16  Partnership Minyan 
3/24                  Cantor Redfern                                             6/23  Cantor Redfern 
3/31                  AKSE Gentlemen  / Pesach                         6/30  Cantor Redfern 
 4/7                   AKSE Gentlemen  / Pesach 
4/14                  Partnership Minyan 
4/21                  AKSE Gentlemen 
4/28                  Cantor Redfern  
5/5                    Cantor Redfern 
5/12                  Cantor Redfern 
5/19                  AKSE Gentlemen 
5/26                  Cantor Redfern      


