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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Dear Congregants: 
 
This will be my last letter to the congregation as President.  It has been a privilege and an honor to serve. Thank 
you for the opportunity. And of course I need to thank all the many wonderful people who help out and 
contribute their time and keep the synagogue as the wonderful institution it is.  They are too numerous to list 
here, and I might forget someone by mistake. So I will seek them out individually to thank them.  
 
Shabbat worship, Festivals, High Holiday services, AKSE Academies, Caf® Tamar, Rabbiôs sermons ï so many 
things have gone by in what seems a quick flash. We can savor the memories, but here is not the place for me to  
relive them.  
 
While I think a lot about the last four years, it would be silly not to focus on the key issue facing the 
congregation: the decision to right size the congregation into a new home. A print version of the Shofar, with its 
long lead times, is not the best way to communicate and explain to the congregation.  As of this writing, the 
reported agreement of sale has been withdrawn. We are in discussions with Mt. Olive Baptist Church as to their 
current thought process and is there possible continued interest on their part, but perhaps in a different way. The 
building continues to be marketed by the Patterson-Woods realtor team.   
 
By now you will have received the required written notification of the annual meeting of our congregation which 
takes place on Wednesday June 13, 2018 at 7:30 PM. As described in the packet and as in past ï during the 
meeting the congregation will:  Receive reports from its officers and the Rabbi for the preceding year, review and 
ideally approve the budget for the coming year, be asked to provide approval for clergy contracts, and elect 
officers and the complement of governors which are due for election to the Board of Governors for the upcoming 
year. There is also a suggested by-laws change requiring congregational approval,  regarding the Board of 
Governors headcount requirements.   
 
As you might expect, the right sizing project discussion will be of utmost importance. It will entail 1) a status 
report on the possible or likely sale of the building, 2) a review and discussion, and if warranted, a congregational 
vote on the choice of temporary home for the congregation, 3) current thinking re the search for a permanent 
home. 
 
We will also discuss, should the sale take place:  how and where the office and staff might work, High Holiday 
location and other items. Please see pages 4 and 5  for more information on plaques, time capsule presentation, 
volunteers needed, and a potential closing or special ñlastò Shabbat.  
 
If you have made reservations (they were required by May 30 food ordering), there will be a kosher BBQ for you 
to enjoy. Beginning roughly at 6:30 p.m. items from the 1962 time capsule will be presented, discussed, and 
displayed. The Gift Shop will be open during the evening. There will also be a free book give-away, from our 
well stocked library, so allow some time for browsing as well.  
 
I look forward to seeing you on June 13. As always, feel free to contact me with thoughts and suggestions.  

Jonathan Jaffe 
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Rabbi Saksô Message 
 

Do A Mitzvah: Play Ball  

Jewish Community Softball is Back!  

Shalom Chaverim,  
A yeshiva  student met the great Rabbi 

Yisrael Meir the Kohen, known as the Chofetz 
Chaim,  on a train. The yeshiva student asked the 
Chofetz Chaim  where he was going, and the 
Chofetz Chaim explained he was going to see the 
Alps. The yeshiva student was shocked that this 
great rabbi would take time away from his Torah 
study to go sightseeing, after all isnõt that bitul 
Torah  (nullification of an opportunity to study 
Torah)?  

The Chofetz Chaim answered that when his 
time came and G -d said to him, òSo what did you 
think of my Alps, Rabbi?ó he didnõt want to 
answer, òI never made time to see them.ó In fact, 
according to the Talmud we are asked certain 
questions after our earthly life is over, as we seek 
admission to Olam Haba (The World to Come). 
One of those questions is, òDid you take 
advantage of all of the pleasures of this world?ó   

Like the Chofetz Chaim  we want to ensure 
that we take part in the pleasures of G -dõs 
beautiful world. Of course, there are many ways 
you can do this particularly over the summer. Let 
me suggest one in particular: joining on a Sunday 
morning to play softball in our Jewish community 
softball league. It is a great opportunity to play 
ball (no talent required) and schmooz  with friends 
while enjoying G -dõs beautiful outdoors.  I am 
looking forward to seeing you on the ball field 
(Please see the schedule on page 7 for times and 
information).  Before I conclude I would like to 
thank Brad Glazier for organizing Jewish 
Community softball. Play Ball!  

 

Kol Tuv,  

Rabbi Steven Saks 
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Is your birthday in June? 
 
Come and join us at our monthly birthday  
Celebration, June 16,  2018 
and enjoy our delicious birthday cake. 
 
Donations appreciated.  

The Jewish Leonard Bernstein 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  June 10  
 

Sunday breakfast program jointly sponsored by AKSE 
Sisterhood and Men's Club. Anne Zwick Turner will present a 
lecture with musical excerpts celebrating the life and work of 
Leonard Bernstein, emphasizing his relationship to his Judaism 
and Israel. This year is the centenary of his birth. Anne is a 
professional musician, singer and voice coach who has studied  
Bernstein in depth. A sumptuous breakfast buffet at 9:30 a.m. will 
be followed by the presentation at 10:00 a.m. Cost is $7 with an 
advance reservation by contacting the office at 302-762-2705 or 
office@AKSE.org by Friday June 8th at 12:45 p.m. Without a 
reservation the cost is $9. Payment at the door.   

 

GIFT SHOP NEWS 
 

 Up to 75 % Off all items 
(except candles and 
parchments) 

 

Please call Dianne at 302- 
479-0490 for appointment.  
Open Wednesday evenings, 

5:45ð7:15 pm 

 
Gift shop wonôt be available 

forever, act now ! 
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What about the Plaques? 
 

Memorial plaques (bronze name plates mounted on the large boards in the lobby): We plan to move all the 
bronze name plates to our new home to be mounted on memorial boards similar to the way they are now. 
(The mounting boards might have to be smaller, depending on the construction and weight-bearing capacity 
of the interior walls of our new building, but the traditional display and arrangement of the names will be 
preserved.) 
  
Commemorative and donation plaques and engraved leaves, branches and stones from the Tree of Life: We 
would like to display as many of these as we can in our new home, perhaps all together on one wall. We will 
also photograph them as they are now, with plans to memorialize the individuals and contributions these 
plaques represent in a commemorative book (publication date TBD). 
  
However, if you would prefer not to display your family memberôs memorial or commemorative/donation 
plaque in the new synagogue building and want to keep it instead, please call or e-mail the office by June 
22nd to let us know, and we will set it aside for you. We need enough information about the item to positively 
identify it. 

¶         Smaller plaques will be available for pick-up Wednesday June 27th through Friday July 20th during 
office hours. 

¶         Larger plaques and those mounted on brick walls will be available for pick-up Monday, July 16th 
through Friday July 20th during office hours. (Note change in dates.) 

¶         Office hours: MondayïThursday 10amï3pm; Friday 10amï1pm. 

¶         Any items not picked-up by 1pm July 20th will go into storage; items will again be available for pick-
up after we are settled in our new building. 

  
Call for Volunteers 

Call for volunteers for sorting and packing (aka SitônôSort): Prayer books, library books, educational 
materials. Ability to read Hebrew is useful for some tasks but not essential for all. Scheduled work 
sessions for June are listed below. Please call or e-mail the office or e-mail Paula Gordon 
at dbaPlanB@dca.net to sign up. If you are not available these days and times but would like to help, 
send Paula your e-mail, phone number, and days and times you are generally available so additional 
work sessions can be scheduled. 

Mondays: 6:30ï8:00 pm 
Tuesdays: 1:00ï3:00 pm and 6:30ï8:00 pm 
Wednesdays: 1:00ï3:00 pm 
 

Thanks all    Paula 

Paula Gordon is in charge of the arrangements for the physical moveðmoving the contents from AKSE to 
temporary home, or storage, or the dump, or as a return to individuals. Itôs a big job; letôs all help out as much as 
we can.   

SAVE the DATE 
 

Plans are being made for a ñdesanctificationò weekend, Friday, Saturday and Sunday July 27, 28 
and 29. There will be speakers (AKSE and non-AKSE) and some sort of ceremony where 
Mezuzahs and other sacred and important items are removed.  
 
 
It is likely the actual last Shabbat in the Berlin Chapel will be August 4 or 11.  

mailto:dbaPlanB@dca.net
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!Y{9 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 
 

Off The Beaten Track: A Night in China  

Sunday June 3, 2018 

YƻǎƘŜǊ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳũŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘǳΩǎ .ƛǎǘǊƻΣ .ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ   сΥлл ǇƳ 
{ǇŜŀƪŜǊτ5ǊΦ ²ŜƴŘȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŦƻǊ 5ǳƳƳƛŜǎΥ тΥол ǇƳ 

 

MAKING WAVES:  JEWISH MIGRATION TO SHANGHAI  
FROM THE OPIUM WAR TO WWII 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 5ǊΦ ²ŜƴŘȅ 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǾŜŘΣ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ 
¢ŀƛǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΦ  {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƻƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ 

 
5ƛƴƴŜǊ ςwŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ aŀȅ ол 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ hƴƭȅΥ                 Ϸмл 

Kiddush Levana sanctification of the Moon ceremony at AKSE after Shavuot, May 21, 2018 
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C   mmunity  {   ftball 
Please join us on Sunday mornings at the Siegel JCC for a friendly and not too competitive game of softball.  All 
members of the community are welcome (men, women, teens).  It is an opportunity to 

have fun, burn calories, & meet members from other area synagogues.   See schedule and 
info below.  Hope you will join us. 

 
 All games are at the Siegel JCC softball field. (Thank you JCC!) 

¶ Warm up 10:00-10:30. 

¶ Game 10:30 -12:00. We just make up teams each week based on who shows up. 

¶ Men, women and teens are invited and open to the entire community.  

¶ No charge. 

¶ We have a supply of bases and balls and even an extra glove, but please feel free to bring your own bat(s) if 
you have any. 

¶ The purpose of the community softball program is to have fun and burn a few calorieséwe welcome ALL 
levels of talent/skills. 

¶ If you know of others in the community who would be interested in playing, just bring them along, or send 
me their e-mail address and I will add them to the list. 

¶ Let me know if you have any questions/suggestions/issues, etc. 
   
Bring your used shoes to the Softball Game.  AKSE has been collecting used shoes that are sent to communities 
throughout the world (including the USA) to be distributed to those in need.  Please join in this Mitzvah project 
and bring any used (or no longer used new) shoes--men's, women's, children's shoes are all needed. 
  
Thanks for your support.  See you at the game. 
  

Brad Glazier 
 

302-547-1281 -- In case of questionable weather/field conditions, please feel free to call me on Sunday 
morning. 
 

Schedule for 2018 season: 
 
June 3 
June 10 
June 17 
June 24 
July 8 
July 15 
July 29 
August 12 
August 19 
August 26 
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14 SIVAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 SIVAN 11 SIVAN 12 SIVAN  7 SIVAN 8 SIVAN 9 SIVAN  10 SIVAN 

28 SIVAN 26 SIVAN 27 SIVAN 22 SIVAN 23 SIVAN 24 SIVAN 25 SIVAN 

  Softball at  
JCC, every  
Sunday, please 
see page 7 for 

details.                  
 
                                  
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

  

 
 
 
 

 

  

1 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:30 pm 

            
      
                                

2 
 
Kiddush 
Sponsored by  
Mollie Epstein- 
Makar 
 
 

 

 

3 
 

Off the Beaten 
Track.  
A Night in 
China 

Dinner and 
Lecture 
6 to 9 pm 
 

4 
   
 
   

 

  
 

5 
   
 

 

6 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

 

8 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:30 pm 
  
 
 

 
 

9 
Kiddush 
sponsored by  
Rabbi & Anne 
Saks in honor 
of Taliaôs Bat 
Mitzvah 
 
 
 

10 
 Sisterhood & 
Menôs Club 
Breakfast 
9:30 am 
The Jewish 
Leonard 
Bernstein 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

12 
  
 

 
    
 
 

 

13 
 
 
Congregational 
Meeting 7:30 pm 
BBQ 

 
Rosh Chodesh 

 

14 
 
 
 
 

 
Rosh Chodesh 
 
       

15 
Friday Night 
Service  
6:30 pm 
 
 

 

  
 

16 
 
Partnership 
Minyan 
 
 

Birthday 
Kiddush 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

20 
 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 
Jonathan Jaffe 
sponsors a thank 
you to the 
congregation 
kiddush 

 
 

24 
 
 
     

25 
 
  
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

 

 27 
 

 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm 

   28                29                  30 

                                 Friday Night 
                                 Service 
                                 6:30 pm                                                              
 

                  
                        

                                                

     
     

3 TAMMUZ 2 TAMMUZ 27 SIVAN 

14 TAMMUZ 

18 SIVAN 

29 SIVAN 

19 SIVAN 

13 TAMMUZ 

1 TAMMUZ 

12 TAMMUZ 15 TAMMUZ 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

JUNE 1 

JUNE 8 

JUNE 15 

JUNE 22 

JUNE 29 
 

8:06 PM 

8:10 PM 

8:14 PM 

8:16 PM 

8:16 PM 
 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha Maõariv  Havdallah 
Times 

JUNE 2 

JUNE 9 

JUNE 16 

JUNE 23 

JUNE 30 

7:50 PM 

7:55 PM 

7:55 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

9:07 PM 

9:11 PM 

9:14 PM 

9:16 PM 

9:16 PM 

30 SIVAN 28 SIVAN 

18 SIVAN 19 SIVAN 8 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ  10 TAMMUZ 7 TAMMUZ 6 TAMMUZ 5 TAMMUZ 4 TAMMUZ 

20 SIVAN 21 SIVAN 22 SIVAN 23 SIVAN   24 SIVAN 25 SIVAN 26 SIVAN 

11 TAMMUZ 16 TAMMUZ 17 TAMMUZ 

Kiddush 
sponsored by 
The Zukoffs in 
honor of 
Martyôs Bar 
Mitzvah  
Anniversary 
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WHAT'S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN?  

   
 
        Recipes change by the season and I have been waiting for Spring to spring to try some good 
hot-weather options. Now Spring finally has sprung.  I made vegetable soup a few days ago but it 
was warm outside, and my husband reminded me that it is not winter anymore, so it is in the freezer 
waiting to warm his tummy on a cooler day. 

     The recipe I am sharing this month is one that I have been anxious to try for a while.   It was featured in a magazine I 
found in the waiting room of my doctor's office.  Of course, I ripped it out of the magazine and thought it would be great to 
save for a summer meal.  We just had it for dinner and it was delicious and only took a few minutes to make, too!  Even if 
you do not cook for large families, you can make just a couple of burgers by cutting the ingredients in half. Many of you tell 
me that you don't cook much anymore. But all you need for this meatless burger is a bowl, a frying pan, and a paper 
plate.  How easy is that?  Just keep in mind that it calls for feta cheese, so it is a dairy meal.  I think it would be great with 
some kosher dills and potato salad too. 

 Greek Spinach Veggie Burgers 

1/4 cup olive oil 
1 clove garlic minced 
1 tsp. oregano** 
1 tsp. dill 
1 cup herb-seasoned stuffing mix bread cubes (pareve).  I used Streits farfel left over from Pesach (without the seasoning). 
2 eggs 
1 10-oz. package frozen chopped spinach thawed and well drained 
1/2 cup feta cheese (crumbled) 
 Whole wheat hamburger rolls (or rolls of your choice or wraps) 

 ** l did not use oregano because we don't like it, but I think basil might be a good spice to substitute. 

 Toppings 

Ranch salad dressing 
Plain yogurt 
Roasted red peppers 
Red onion thinly sliced 
 
In a medium bowl, combine all spices, oil, eggs, bread cubes and spinach. Mix well (I let it sit for a while for the bread 
crumbs to soak up the eggs and some of the flavors).  Form 1/2-inch thick patties. 
 
Heat griddle or large nonstick skillet over medium heat.  Add patties. Cook for 3 to 4 minutes per side until browned and 
heated through. 
 
Serve in buns with any toppings you choose. (I ate mine wrapped in lettuce leaves with red peppers. Oh, so yummy.) 

 My husband agreed that this is a great summer meal!   On those long, hot days, you can enjoy a meatless burger without 
having to stand over a hot grill!   

Until next time           Meryl 

PARSHA AND PIZZA  
 
The expectation is to continue the class at the JCC Pool on Wednesdays. Last yearôs pool parsha and pizza was 
quite a success. And by virtue of JCC food court, menu choices go well beyond pizza. The Torah remains the 
same. Details are being worked out. Call the office at 302-762-2705 for details.  



SHOFAR       11 JUNE,  2018 

 

 
TENTATIVE TORAH READERS SCHEDULE 2018          

6/2    Cantor Redfern                                  
6/9    Cantor Redfern                                                                                                
6/16  Partnership Minyan                                                                                                
6/23  Cantor Redfern                                                                                                 
6/30  Cantor Redfern                                                                                                  
 
7/7 Cantor Redfern  
7/14 Cantor Redfern  
7/21 AKSE Gentlemen 
7/28 Cantor Redfern  

             
                
 

 

Bell -Kursh Library  
 

Because of our anticipated move to a new location, we have been busy organizing our 
library books.  Many books will travel with us, some will be sold and others will be 
donated. Kindly return any library books that you may have at home to the shul asap. 
 
Many thanks. 
 

Ella and Marty Zukoff 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MAZEL TOV 
 

Mark Wagman, on your Birthday:  
 Judy & Howard Berlin 
Rhonda Shulman & Neil Lattin, on the Birth 
of your Grandson: Sylvia & Mark Wagman, 
The Zussman Family  
Sylvia Wagman, on your Retirement:  Judy & 
Howard Berlin; The Zussman Family; Kevin & 
Lolly Gross; Shirley Fisch 
Mark Wagman, on the 50th Anniversary of 
his Bar Mitzvah:  Shirley Fisch; Ella, Marty & 
Ed Zukoff 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

YAHRZEIT 
 

Helene Keil, Mother:  Charles & Barbara 
Keil 
Isadore Silverman, Father:  
 Barbara & Charles Keil 
Louis Balick, Father-in-Law:  Barbara 
Balick 
Sally Lazar:  Lynn & Martin Lazar 
Laura Klein, Mother:  
 Cynthia Kauffman & Family 
Bertha Stuzen, Mother & Grandmother:  
Nancy & Lionel Sandell 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

REFUAH SHLAYMAH 
(SPEEDY RECOVERY) 

 
Jake Hoffman:  The Zussman Family 

 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Barbara & Charles Keil:  
Thinking of you, Jake Hoffman 
Samuel Kursh:  Library Fund 
Melissa Domimirski:  Rabbi's Fund  
       
 

 

Received during the month of April, 2018 

8/4 Cantor Redfern    
8/11 Cantor Redfern   
8/18 AKSE Gentlemen   
8/25 Cantor Redfern  

9/1 Cantor Redfern  
9/8 AKSE Gentlemen  
9/10 11 Rosh Hashanah 
9/15 Cantor Redfern  
9/19 Yom Kippur  


