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A Tale of Two Spies
Excerpts of remarks delivered at the
annual congregational meeting
June 13, 2018
ADAS KODESCH Rabbi Steven Saks
SHEL EMETH
4412 Washingtlon BlykiHbshua (Joshua) has a book of the ~ Tanach (Hebrew
Wil mingtonl2D& 1 %iglg) named after him. But what about the other good
Synagogu80DR7 @SB B|spy, Calev (Caleb), who also encouraged Bdnei Ythe|r ae
E'mI?A)E) g Ef) “2) )% g-gpg‘zK S B Children of Israel) to go up to the Promised Land? Though
AKSE Website.owwyw.Yﬂlb§EShua became the Ieader o f t
St evenpraBaks (Mos.es)‘ death, we should not overlook the Vvital
Yehoshua, Readf @rr hcontribution that Calev made.
OFEE| CERS _ When the other 10 spies retqrned from Canaan with
their negative report dissuading the people from
OpeRresident attempting to continue to the Promised Land, Yehoshua
Max ROS&Rdoeur gy b remained silent. It is only Calev who attempts to mitigate
_ the damage done by the 10 sp| es
Neil RRsF@mance |he promised Land. Why does Yehoshua, who was being
Harri et Ainbj| nldgreomed to be the next leader, remain silent, initially
VP Education | eaving the heavy |lifting to C
¥iPVRie<'71in i%%LdAbreffdlgpssheés prot®g® explains his |sil
9 Yehoshua may have believed that it would be improper for
Wendy Shlvessdmanilstngifo%ake control of the situation in the presence of his
Jonat hawp Fatifigtitteacher. Yehoshuads intervent] on
Lena EIl zuf on & |Dianactef ussigpatidre |
Mar k VV\F/’a M;]rggs rrannS [P .. On the other hand, because he was not as close to
v ’ Y IOIoshe, Calev had the luxury of being able to view the
Opewr Ways & Melan sgiyation from a more clinically detached vantage point. He
Max Ros.@nda®siuge¢r |realized that Moshe was becoming burned out. Earlier on
David Epstei rseé&r dtiasvhenil-d has tthreatened to destroy the people because
Len Seltzer they built the Golden Calf, Moshe rushed to their defense.
Meds Club PresiHesBuUtinthe recent debacle of the manna, Moshe did not
Syl via Wagmgn |fush to their defense; rather, he whined to G -d that
Sisterhood Advl|i sl|deading the people was a heavy burden. Therefore, it must
have been no surprise to Calev that Moshe fell on his face
SharOSnTAMEfFiSd‘]ealMlanaierr] utter despair after witnefpsi
Kathl een BToa)ykwarpegrresponse to the spiesd report)| \
teacher whose unruly students had reduced him to tears.
Cliff Packe|lr |Because Calev had the luxury of viewing the unfolding
Mai ntenance situation from a detached vantage point, he was able to
qguickly fild@l the void | eft byl M
Th&hofarpubl i shegd|aghd speekiup hdéefense of the Promised Land. Not only
Sept etmbredwdty / Aulg | §id he inspire Yehoshua also to speak up in defense of the
JE?mnaaitlshhatoscbhaﬂ)rECSAfKeSpE Pr8r’@is§ad Land, but he also reinvigorated Moshe, who
again saved Bo n e i Yfriors rdesguiction by convincing
G-d not to destroy his wayward people.
This story is a tale of two spies. As Rabbi Alex Israel
(Continué&d on
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(Continue@ from page

puts it, Yehoshua is the consummate insider and Calev is the consummate outsider.
Yehoshua provides the nation stability by serving as a worthy successor to Moshe. As the
outsider, Calev is able to analyze the situation with detached clarity and save the day.

Yehoshua reminds us of the importance of stable communities. Hillel cautions us that
one should not separate himself from the community (Avot 2:5). Calev reminds us that
outsiders can benefit the community by bringing new perspective.

Rav (Sota 34b) teaches an important lesson based on the discrepancy in the use of
pronouns i n NTUhey [the §ies? Rentap via the Negev, and he came t o Heb
Rav points out that it should read o0theyodo c &ege
explains that Calev alone went to Hebron to pray at the grave of our forefathers. Our first
forefather Avraham (Abraham) was also a consummate outsider. Many of you are familiar
with the Midrash (rabbinic lore) which famously portrays him as an iconoclast smashing his
fatherds i1idol s. But , more i mportantly, he is Wil
cosmopolitan Babylonian Empire for the backwaters of Canaan, in order to partner with G -d
in building a society which was to be morally superior to that of the one he had just
abandoned.

I n Iight of Ravdés insight, it should not be |[su
Cal evds Hebron. This connection teaches wus that
he should not behave like other kings who amass power. Rather, the king must remind the
nation and the world of the value of Avrahamds| fr
We here at AKSE are looking for new leaders. Even if (or perhaps because) you have not been
involved in the management of the shul, you have the ability to bring new and valuable
perspectives. Now is your Calev moment. Please come forward! Rabbi Saks

We’d love to tell you about it.

Better yet, why not join us ...
for a service, class or fun activity?

YOUR FIRST YEAR MEMBERSHIP IS FREE.
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Congregants enjoying BBQ dinner before the|annt
On behalf of the congregati -~ ' -~ 4|t o
Men's Club for providing the r
Mol | i e-MABksatreiamd Di anne Seidel sme)j=¢ - t
and clean wup. Thank you al so JJ J‘JIJ St
driving her trailer and campi ng
picking up and returning the t h
( Mark and Syl via), and Gol dbergs, (Al apn
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What about the Plaques?

What about the plaques, now that we arej|n:t
Now that we are not moving in August, we \
commemorati vesphmguesWhbenswe resume prepal
will set up a new timeline for removing|pl
The Jtemgn pl an remains the same. We woul
name plates to display in our future home.
pl agues be removed wil/ be contacted.)
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SISTERHOOD CONTRIBUTION TO AKSE

Si sterhood was very proud to present a ¢c¢h
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CORMERSTONE COITENTS FOR AEQORD Rooy
CONOREGATIONS CONGREOATION:
Heabersiip st Noabershtp 11st
Constitution

Ghovra Kadisha Comz.

Choral & Danee Oroups Groral & Dancs srous
= & ploture oz

Yiskor Book - 1961

List of Nen's Club offisizs Lat of Nen's Club
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scHo0L scHo0L:

Hebrew School Hobrew School
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List of Sehool Board List of School Board

BUTLDING FUNDY BUILDING FUNDs
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Time elapsed from depos:r to withdrawal = 56 years
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Coawens onE DEORATION. SUNDAY. PoNE 3. % €. 14

PPY SHAVOU
CORNERSTONE DENCHION SUNDAY, IUNE 3 2 P. M.

" i | @ 2018 Sylwa Wagman

Paula Gordon holdmg the newly extracted capsule, ﬂanked by Howard Berlin and
Lena Elzufon, who were both present when the capsule was originally placed in 1962.
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A Big Thank You to the Sit'n'Sort™ Superstars!

Harriet Ainbinder, Alan Bleier, Michael Cabelli, Lena Elzufon, Phyllis Feibus,
Shirley Fisch, Helen Gordon, Jonathan Jaffe, Linda Levi, Clara Mattes,
Barbara Roisman, Joel Roisman, Rabbi Saks, Gene Tolpin, Mark Wagman,
sylvia Wagman, Eleanor Weinglass

Your name could be herel

Join us for more Sitn'Sort™ sessions this fall (dates TED)
Contact Paula Gordon at dbgaPlanB®@dcg net if interested

_‘H:H 't[“'H ‘u‘ill.‘&.‘ull R 0 il |
mm il : _],'fl'j r”“ﬂ e,

It's easy — just SIT and S0ORT!

' &  rarsHaAND PICNIC @

Rabbi Saks wil |l | ead his Parsha of the |[we
with the JCC BBQ After an early July yac
JCC. July 25 and August 1. On these djay
rather than at AKSE. By virtue of JCC B|BQ
not i ncl ude pi zza. The Torah remains [th
AKSE resumes Carlei2 7 } gy
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On the following pages, pl ease enjoy photos t
a very smal/l fraction of the wonder ful show.
7 Tammuz 5778

June 21, 2018

Dear Café Tamar Committee:

Yasher Koach on putting together another wonderful Café Tamar. It is a

blessing to see congregants and community members shine as they
perform. Seeing the performances reminds us that we are all uniquely created

in the image of G -d with our own set of talents. Your efforts provide the
members of our community with the opportunity to share those talents.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Steven Saks
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AKSE Tamar Singers

Al bert Einstein Academy Dance
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