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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

STAY CONNECTED TO AKSE THIS SUMMER 
 
      As discussed at the annual meeting, the sale of the building to Mt Olive Church has fallen 

through. We do not have a complete description of their thinking, but part of it was the 
significant repairs required may have been disconcerting and / or felt overwhelming. Patterson 
Woods, the realtor we engaged to sell the building, continues to market the building. If you 
know of any institutions that may have an interest in our building, please contact the office. 

 
  For a very nominal charge, (a part of) the Shweiki FamilyðKerry, Edin, Alekðhas taken 

over landscaping duties, so we donôt need to engage a full price ñregularò landscaping company. 
Grass cutting part is straightforward, and  there is also a lot of pick up and weeding to do. Thank 
you! Shweikis. 

 
      In a related areaðour succah needs work. The area still has detritus from last year 

(straw, cornstalks, branches etc.) on the ground, so some special clean up is required there.  The 
succah frame also has problems. AKSE will need a Succah fix up day late August or September, 
both to fix up and clean the existing one and come up with a plan for ñputting upò succah  
(repair, cornstalk acquisition, decorating etc.). Any Volunteers? Please Call the office at 302-
762-2705.  

 
Rabbi Saks is on vacation from June 24 through July 12, then again from July 15-19. 

Coverage - Rabbi Robinson 267-391-9816. 
 
Information and YIZKOR Book request forms were mailed in early June. Publication for the 

new season must get underway soon, Yom Kippur is early this year, Sept. 19. Please return your 
completed forms and payment NO LATER THAN JULY 27, 2018.  

 
Be an ambassador for AKSE! Tell your unaffiliated friends about us, or provide their 

names to the office. See the ad placed in the  Shalom Delaware Guide on page 3 of this Shofar.  

Look for more detailed information about the High Holidays in the mail. 
 
Have a great summer! Looking forward to seeing all of you at High Holiday services in 

September, right here in our synagogue building. 
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A Tale of Two Spies  
 

Excerpts of remarks delivered at the  

 annual congregational meeting  
June 13, 2018  

Rabbi Steven Saks  
 

       Yehoshua (Joshua) has a book of the Tanach  (Hebrew 

Bible) named after him. But what about the other good 
spy, Calev (Caleb), who also encouraged Bõnei Yisrael (the 

Children of Israel) to go up to the Promised Land? Though 
Yehoshua became the leader of the nation after Mosheõs 
(Moses) death, we should not overlook the vital 

contribution that Calev made.  
       When the other 10 spies returned from Canaan with 

their negative report dissuading the people from 
attempting to continue to the Promised Land, Yehoshua 
remained silent. It is only Calev who attempts to mitigate 

the damage done by the 10 spiesõ negative evaluation of 
the Promised Land. Why does Yehoshua, who was being 

groomed to be the next leader, remain silent, initially 
leaving the heavy lifting to Calev? Yehoshuaõs role as 
Mosheõs prot®g® explains his silence. As Mosheõs prot®g®, 

Yehoshua may have believed that it would be improper for 
him to take control of the situation in the presence of his 
teacher. Yehoshuaõs intervention could have been seen as 

an act of usurpation.  
        On the other hand, because he was not as close to 

Moshe, Calev had the luxury of being able to view the 
situation from a more clinically detached vantage point. He 
realized that Moshe was becoming burned out. Earlier on 

when G -d had threatened to destroy the people because 
they built the Golden Calf, Moshe rushed to their defense. 

But in the recent debacle of the manna, Moshe did not 
rush to their defense; rather, he whined to G -d that 
leading the people was a heavy burden. Therefore, it must 

have been no surprise to Calev that Moshe fell on his face 
in utter despair after witnessing the peopleõs mutinous 
response to the spiesõ report. Moshe appeared to be like a 

teacher whose unruly students had reduced him to tears.  
 Because Calev had the luxury of viewing the unfolding 

situation from a detached vantage point, he was able to 
quickly fill the void left by Moshe and Yehoshuaõs silence 
and speak up in defense of the Promised Land. Not only 

did he inspire Yehoshua also to speak up in defense of the 
Promised Land, but he also reinvigorated Moshe, who 

again saved Bõnei Yisrael from  destruction by convincing 
G-d not to destroy his wayward people.  
      This story is a tale of two spies. As Rabbi Alex Israel 

(Continued on page 3) 
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puts it, Yehoshua is the consummate insider and Calev is the consummate outsider. 
Yehoshua provides the nation stability by serving as a worthy successor to Moshe. As the 

outsider, Calev is able to analyze the situation with detached clarity and save the day.  
Yehoshua reminds us of the importance of stable communities. Hillel cautions us that 

one should not separate himself from the community (Avot 2:5). Calev reminds us that 

outsiders can benefit the community by bringing new perspective.  
Rav (Sota 34b) teaches an important lesson based on the discrepancy in the use of 

pronouns in Num. 13:22 òThey  [the spies] went up via the Negev, and he  came to Hebron.ó 

Rav points out that it should read òtheyó came to Hebron, not òheó [came to Hebron]. He 
explains that Calev alone went to Hebron to pray at the grave of our forefathers. Our first 

forefather Avraham (Abraham) was also a consummate outsider. Many of you are familiar 
with the Midrash  (rabbinic lore) which famously portrays him as an iconoclast smashing his 
fatherõs idols. But, more importantly, he is willing to abandon the advantages of living in the 

cosmopolitan Babylonian Empire for the backwaters of Canaan, in order to partner with G -d 
in building a society which was to be morally superior to that of the one he had just 

abandoned.  
        In light of Ravõs insight, it should not be surprising that the kingship in Israel hails from 
Calevõs Hebron. This connection teaches us that, though the king is the consummate insider, 

he should not behave like other kings who amass power. Rather, the king must remind the 
nation and the world of the value of Avrahamõs fresh and humane outsider perspective.  

 We here at AKSE are looking for new leaders. Even if (or perhaps because) you have not been 
involved in the management of the shul, you have the ability to bring new and valuable 

perspectives. Now is your Calev moment. Please come forward!   Rabbi Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 

Copy of advertisement in the Shalom DE Guide published by Federation. Thank you Mark Wagman and Carolyn 
Katwan for producing the copy and thank you Judi and Max Rosenberg for the photo.  
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GIFT SHOP NEWS 
 

 Up to 75 % Off all items 
(except candles and 
parchments) 

 

Please call Dianne at 302- 
479-0490 for appointment.  
Open Wednesday evenings, 

5:45ð7:15 pm 

Congregants enjoying BBQ dinner before the annual meeting on June 13.  Photo by Jonathan Jaffe 

       On behalf of the congregation I want to thank the Sisterhood and 
Men's Club for providing the funding for the BBQ, and also to thank 
Mollie Epstein-Makar and Dianne Seidel for doing the shopping, set up 
and clean up. Thank you also to Kerry Shweiki for providing and 
driving her trailer and camping strapping gear (and her expertise)  and 
picking up and returning the grills with me. Thanks to Wagmans, 
(Mark and Sylvia), and Goldbergs, (Alan and Vivian) and Elzufons 
(Lena and John) for the use of your grills. Also, Cliff Packer and Phillip Kelley for doing the hot 
work of grilling.   Jonathan Jaffe 
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What about the Plaques? 
 

What about the plaques, now that we are not moving this summer?  

Now that we are not moving in August, we will not remove any memorial name plates or 
commemorative plaques this summer. When we resume preparations for our move, we 
will set up a new timeline for removing plaques. For now, everything will remain in place. 
The long-term plan remains the same. We would like to keep all plaques and memorial 
name plates to display in our future home. (Those who already requested that their 
plaques be removed will be contacted.) 

 
 

AKSE TIME CAPSULE 
 

     At the June 13 Congregational meeting, attendees had the treat of looking at the 
contents from the just opened time capsule. The capsule was placed in the spot 
between the stone 10 Commandments on the Washington Street side of AKSE. The 
Time Capsule was deposited when the cornerstone to the building was laid on June 3, 
1962 and was extracted on June 12, 2018.  
 
A slideshow of the extraction is available at the AKSE.org website.   
 
One can also enjoy some of the slideshow photos on the following page and one on 
page 18 just for extra fun. 

 

SISTERHOOD CONTRIBUTION TO AKSE 
 
 
 
 
Sisterhood was very proud to present a check for $12,000 to AKSE at the Annual Meeting last 
month.  We all made this possible together!  If you made the dough/hamantashen or bought 
hamantashen, you helped.  If you shopped for/packed or sent Mishloach Manot bags, you helped.  If 
you worked in or shopped at our gift shop, you helped.  If you sponsored or shopped for/helped to 
prepare a Shabbat Kiddush, you helped.  If you sent honey for the High Holidays, you helped.  Finally, 
if you paid your Sisterhood dues or made a contribution during the year, you helped. 
 
Thank you all for your support!  Let's do it again next year!  Look for dues bills for next year to arrive in 
the mail in late August. 
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PARSHA AND PICNIC  

 
Rabbi Saks will lead his Parsha of the week sessions at 6 p.m. at the Siegel JCC in conjunction 
with the JCC BBQ. After an early July vacation time hiatus,  there will be two sessions at the 
JCC.  July 25 and August 1. On these days, Mincha will take place at 5:30 p.m. at the JCC, 
rather than at AKSE. By virtue of JCC BBQ,  the meat menu choices are more extensive but do 
not include  pizza. The Torah remains the same.  On August 8, regular Parsha and Pizza at 
AKSE resumes. Call the office at 302-762-2705 for details.  
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Part of the Audience   

On the following pages, please enjoy photos taken at Caf® Tamar Monday May 28. The pictures can only capture 
a very small fraction of the wonderful show.  Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 

 
7 Tammuz 5778  

June 21, 2018  
 

Dear Café Tamar Committee:  
 

Yasher Koach on putting together another wonderful Café  Tamar .  It is a 
blessing to see congregants and community members shine as they 
perform.  Seeing the performances reminds us that we are all uniquely created 
in the image of G -d with our own set of talents.  Your efforts provide the 
members of our community with the opportunity to share those talents.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Rabbi Steven Saks 
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Klezmer Band  
 

Jordan and Devon Abukasis 
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Talia and Rami Goren  
 

AKSE Adult Dancers  
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AKSE Tamar Singers  
 

Albert Einstein Academy Dancers  
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Violinist 
Eliezer 
Gutman 

 
and 

 
Pianist 
Lotus 
Cheng 

 
 

 
 
 

Cantor 
Mark  
Stanton 

 
Cindy  
Goldstein 


