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Please Note: Special Congregational Meeting scheduled for  
Tuesday, January 7, 7:30 pm 

Snail Mail Letter coming to you, and more details on page 4 of this Shofar 
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Rabbiõs Letter 
 

Shalom Chaverim,  

 
I was recently asked what goes through my mind when I 

hear Hatikvah.  

 
 òOur hope is not lost, the hope of two thousand years.ó 
 
These words remind us that the Jewish story is an 
unfinished story. Who is to write the ending of our story? 

The very words Hatikvah provide us with a veiled answer. 

For a people to have hope, they must control their own 

destiny. After witnessing the French Jewish officer Alfred 
Dreyfus being railroaded in France of all places, the home of 

emancipation, Theodore Herzl realized that Jews needed to 

be able to control their own destiny; and he realized that 
would only be possible if the Jews had a land of their own. 

The horrific events that occurred in Europe after Herzlõs 

death serve as stark confirmation of Herzlõs prophetic 
realization.  

 

But do the establishment and remarkable success of the 
modern Jewish state provide us with a happy ending to the 

story? Israelõs establishment and success represent one of 

humanityõs great stories. Though no other people has 
survived 2,000 years of exile and oppression to return hope 

and reestablish a state, it doesnõt mark the end of the 

Jewish story. Isaiah teaches that:  

In the last days, that the mountain of the Lordõs 
house shall be established éand all nations shall flow 

to it.  

And many people shall go and say, Come, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 

G-d of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 

will walk in his paths; for from Zion shall go forth 
Torah, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

In the above verses, Isaiah foretells a messianic era (the 

ending of the story) in which the nations of the world will 
learn ethical monotheism by studying the Torah. Who is to 

preserve the Torahõs teachings of ethical monotheism? The 

Jewish people. But, as history has taught, we will only be 

able to preserve our identity as a people if we have a 
homeland.  

 

Has Israel done a good job of sharing G -dõs teachings of 
ethical monotheism with the world?  

Below is a post from Aboud Dandachi, a former Syrian 

(Continued on page 3) 



SHOFAR       3 JANUARY, 2020 

 

refugee who created the website òThank You Am Yisraeló to thank Israel and the Jewish 

people for helping Syrian refugees:  

At Haifaõs Rambam Hospital , the medical staff treated a Syrian child with severe 
injuries received from being caught in a crossfire between two warring Syrian militias. 

Rambam Hospital has over the past few years been one of the major Israeli hospitals 

treating Syrians wounded in the war.  

What gave this particular childõs story an extraordinary aspect  is what happened 
after her treatment for her wounds. Doctors at the hospital discovered that the child 

also suffered from cancer. The doctorsõ own medical ethics would not allow them to 

release the child from their care until she had been treated.  
Israelõs security services helped to locate one of the girlõs relatives for a bone marrow 

transplant. And locate one they did. In another Arab country, officially at war with 

Israel.  
And they brought that relative to Israel to save the childõs life. 

Dandachi concludes his post:  

Israelis might not have any oil, but Israeli society has something much more valuable 
and precious: boundless compassion, even towards those who regard it as an 

adversary.  

 

Yet, we all know too well our world is far from perfect. The Hatikvah  reminds us that there 
is still hope and it is our job to teach the world that it is within our power to fix it.  

 

Kol Tuv, Rabbi Saks   

(Continued from page 2) 

 
Presidentôs Message 

 
Dear Fellow Congregants: 

 
AKSE received official word in the first part of December that CBS agreed to extend 
our lease.  Some aspects of the follow-on lease agreement, which would 
commence mid-February, remain to be negotiated.  Examples include the duration 
and the monthly fee.  When the details of the follow-on arrangement have been set, 
I will inform you. 
 
The search for a permanent home for AKSE continues.  To date, more than twenty (20) sites have 
been identified, but most of them have been rejected for one reason or another.  Some are being 
investigated further for their suitability.  Please stay tuned ï youôll be kept up to date. 
 
On a personal matter, I express gratitude for the kindness and understanding that many of you have 
displayed as Margie and I deal with her complicated health.  She was diagnosed in Summer 2019 with 
lung cancer that stems from radiation treatments which she received as part of the successful regimen 
to combat breast cancer in the mid-1980s.  Currently, she is undergoing immunotherapy.  We are 
comforted by your prayers and kind remarks.  Thank you. 
 
Margie and I wish you all the best in 2020. 
 
Shalom,   Alˉʘ 
A_Bleier@verizon.net 
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Gift Cards Delivered to 
 Your Door! 

 
AKSE sells gift cards for  Shop Rite, Giant, and Acme.  
 
Congregants, friends, relatives, and neighbors can call Dianne Seidel (302-479-0490) or Marty Zukoff 
(302-478-4734) for store gift cards. Dianne or Marty will make arrangements to deliver them to you. 
 
Or you can pick them up at the AKSE office at 1801 Baynard Blvd. (Call 302-762-2705 to make sure the 
gift cards you want are "in stock.") 
 
Buy store gift cards from AKSE. 
It doesn't cost extra for you, but it helps AKSE! 

ñMOBILE MINYANò SERVICE AND PARSHA AND PIZZA AT LODGE LANE 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020:  

 
All congregants are invited to attend a special AKSE Maôariv service at Lodge Lane at 6 p.m., 
followed immediately by the Rabbiôs Parsha and Pizza class. Residents there include AKSE 
congregants Faith and Lou Brown. Lodge Lane Assisted Living is located at 1221 Lodge Lane, 
Wilmington, DE 19809 

Please Attend. Special Congregational Meeting 
Tuesday January 7, 2020. 7:30 pm 
Social Hall at Beth Shalom 

 
The purpose of this Meeting, in accord with the By-Laws, is for the 
Congregation: 

To receive a report on the negotiated contract for the Rabbi, 

To discuss this proposed contract, and 

To conduct a vote regarding its approval. 

           To receive a report on the status of permanent home search. 
 

Snail mail letter with more information has been sent to all congregants.  

LOCKED MAILBOX TO BE INSTALLED 
 

 

This is for the convenience of AKSE congregants that need to get 
correspondence to our office, either during or after office hours.  It 
will be placed outside the CBS office on the first floor.  
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Join Our Fine Fitness Food 

Wednesdays 

February 5, February 19, and March 4 
 

 

between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
 

 

This is your opportunity to enjoy learning how to 
ÃÏÏËȣand taste mouthwatering meals  

from our wonderful cooks! 

 
Learn from: 

TBA ɀ February 5 (Vegan) 

Sylvia Wagmanɀ February 19 (Gluten-free) 

Gail Weinberg ɀ March 4 (How to modify a recipe to be healthier) 

Cost:  $10 each or $25 for all three. 

Please contact office (302-762-2705) to register and for location. 

                  Sign up early before they sell out!  Attendance is limited. 

 



SHOFAR       7 JANUARY, 2020 

 

4 SHEVAT 5 SHEVAT 

 
                                  
                                                                
    

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

   

  1 
Happy New Year 
 
Community 
Minyan Service 
9:00 am 
 
No afternoon Svc 

 

  2 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

3 
 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 
 
  
                                

4 
 

 
 
 
 

5 
  
 
 
 

6 
   
 

 
   

 

  
 

7 
 Special 
Congregational 
Meeting 7:30 pm 
 

Asarah 
BôTevet Fast 
Begins 6:11 am 
Ends 5:26 pm 

8 
 
 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
& Mobile Minyan 
6 pm  
Lodge Lane 

9 
 
 

 

10 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 
 
 
  

 

11 
 

 
Birthday 
Kiddush 

12 
 
  

 

 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
  
   
  Exec Board 
Meeting 6:30 pm 
 Board of 
Governors  
Meeting 7:30 pm 
 
 

 

15 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
 

 
 

16 
 

 
 

 
       
 

17 
Friday Night 
Service  

6:00 pm  
 

 

18  
 
 

 
 
J-Community 
Bowling Night 
7 pm 

 

19 
 
AKSE 
ACADEMY 
2 pm 

20 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

22 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

24 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 
 

Federation 
Shabbat 
Beth Emeth 
 

 

25 
 
 

 
 
 

26 
 
Federation 
Super Sunday 
 

                
  

27 
 
 
Rosh 
Chodesh 

 
 

28 
 
 

 
 
 

 29 
 

 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  

30                    31       
                        Friday Night 
                                   Service 
                                   6:00 pm 

 
 
 

                          
                                   
                                                                                                                             

     
     

3 SHEVAT 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 TEVET 11 TEVET 12 TEVET  7 TEVET 8 TEVET 9 TEVET  10 TEVET 

28 TEVET 26 TEVET 27 TEVET 22 TEVET 9 TEVET 24 TEVET 25 TEVET 

21 TEVET 20 TEVET 15  TEVET 

5 TEVET 

17 TEVET 

7 TEVET 

 2 SHEVAT 

19 TEVET 

1 SHEVAT 29 TEVET 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

JAN 3 

JAN 10 

JAN 17 

JAN 24 

JAN 31 

4:33 PM 

4:39 PM 

4:47 PM 

4:55 PM 

5:04 PM  

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

JAN 4 

JAN 11 

JAN 18 

JAN 25 

FEB 1 

4:30 PM 

4:35 PM 

4:45 PM 

4:55 PM 

5:05 PM 

5:34 PM 

5:41 PM 

5:48 PM 

5:56 PM 

6:05 PM 

18 TEVET 16 TEVET 

18 TEVET 26  TEVET 27 TEVET 25 TEVET 24 TEVET 23 TEVET 22 TEVET 

8 TEVET 10 TEVET 11 TEVET 12   TEVET 13 TEVET  14 TEVET 

6 TEVET 4 TEVET 
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IN MEMORY OF  

 
Betty Slomowitz:  Deb & Mel Zussman; Lolly 
& Kevin Gross; Irene & Richard Plotzker 
Ralph Friedberg:  Harriet & Eddie Engel 
Paul Cohen:  Harriet & Eddie Engel 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 
Debra & Mel Zussman, on the Birth of your 
Grandson:  Karen & Art Moss; Irene & Richard 
Plotzker; Dianne & Jeff Seidel; Shirley Fisch 
Faith Brown, on your Special Birthday:  
David & Riva Brown & Family; Shirley Fisch; 
Harriet Jacobs 
Clara Mattes, on your  Birthday:   
Shirley Fisch 
 
 

YAHRZEIT 
 

Morris Roisman:   Joel & Barbara Roisman 
Estelle Lehr:   Jim & Rhonda Lehr 
My Mother- in Law:   Harriet Ainbinder 
Sophie Jacobs: Harriet Jacobs 
Lillian, Imma, Savta:  Cabelli Family   

Mark Sobel:  Evelyn Haber 
Eve Clingman:  Lionel Clingman 
Mother, Marion Brenner:  Joy Davis 
Mollie Rosenfeld:  Norman Rosenfeld 
David & Howard Smith:  Sharon & Jerome 
Smith 
Paul & Hilda Chesler:  Rabbi Keith Chesler, 
Wife & Family 
Uncle, Joe Sollander:  Shirley Fisch 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

General Fund:  Allen Kagel 
Kiddush Fund:  Lewis Shapiro 
Break the Fast Kiddush :  Lewis Shapiro 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Received during the month of November,  2019 

 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

In Memory of our Beloved 
 

Father, Abraham Shapiro 
 

Lewis & Jonathan Shapiro   

         

   In Memory of  
 

Isadore Fisch, Father 
Caroline Fisch, Mother  
Isabelle  Fisch, Sister 

            

Shirley Fisch 

1/4 Cantor Redfern 
1/11 Cantor Redfern 
1/18 AKSE Men 
1/25 Cantor Redfern 
 

2/1 Cantor Redfern 
2/8 Cantor Redfern 
2/15 Partnership Minyan 
2/22 Cantor Redfern 
2/29 Cantor Redfern 
 

3/7  Cantor Redfern 
3/14 AKSE Men 
3/21 Cantor Redfern 
3/28 Cantor Redfern 
 

 

In Memory of Mother 
 

Eve Schwartz 
            

Marsha & Mel Levy  

 

In Memory of our Beloved  
 

Mother, Pauline Shapiro 
 

Lewis & Jonathan Shapiro    

       
  General Contribution to AKSE 

            
John Carew 

 
In Memory of our dear Grandson and Nephew 

 
Ben Zukoff 

 
 

Marty and Ed Zukoff 
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JANUARY 
Anniversaries 

 

16 

 

Aida Waserstein and  

Eric M. Doroshow 

Special Anniversaries 

All Anniversaries are special 

January  
Birthdays 

8 
14 
 
16 
17 
 
22 
24 
30 
31 
 
 

Alisa Litan Weiner    
Lidia Riley Ini 
 Ruth Jarin 
Joel Roisman 
Julius L Berman 
Kerry Shweiki 
Helaine Gordon    
Cindy Weiner 
Bernard Lazarus 
David Marc Epstein 
Geri F. Brosbe 
Rhonda Shulman 

Special Birthdays 

Barbara Roisman   
Jeffrey M. Seidel   
Jim Lehr 

4 
 
5 

Mazal Tov 

Å To Jeff Wagman, son of 
Sylvia and Mark Wagman, 
on his graduation from 
Columbia University with a 
Masters Degree in the 
Mathematics of Finance 
 

January Birthday?  
 
Come and join us at our 
monthly birthday 
celebration on 
JANUARY 11, 2020 
and enjoy our delicious 
birthday cake. 
 

Donations appreciated.  

Jewish Communities in Cuba Need Your Assistance 
 
Aida Waserstein, Eric Doroshow, Harriet Ainbinder and Karen Moss will join members of the Seaside Jewish Community 
of Rehoboth Beach in a humanitarian mission bringing much needed aid to several struggling Jewish communities in 
Cuba. Mission delegates are collecting donations and household goods to distribute in late January. A box has been set up 
in front of the Beth Shalom office (turn right when you enter the building) for donations of the following: 

New dish towels 
New hand towels 
Fabric or other re-usable shopping bags 
Ziploc bags 
Dental supplies-toothbrushes, floss, etc. (consider asking your dentist for extra samples) 
 

We are also accepting monetary donations. These will be used to purchase numerous miscellaneous items desperately 
needed by these communities. Please make checks out to Seaside Jewish Community (write ñCuba missionò on the memo 
line) and mail to SJC, P.O. Box 1472, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971. 
 
Today, the Jewish population has dwindled to roughly 1,500, and is quite poor; those who could afford to leave, fled to the 
United States before the Revolution. For decades, the community has faltered and struggled to keep their Jewish roots 
vibrant and alive. 
 
Today, Jewish communities from around the world visit Cuba in order to assist and bring aid to the growing numbers of 
faithful Jews around the island. Thank you for being a part of this aid effort! 
 
For further information about donations, contact Karen Moss at mossaz@verizon.net. For 
information about the Cuban mission, contact Reb Lisa Levine, spiritual leader of Seaside 
Jewish Community and Cuba Mission leader, at  reblisa@yahoo.com. 


