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How Important is the Synagogue to the Jewish
Community?

Vayetze 5779
Rabbi Steven Saks

The survival of Judaism depends on our
Ability, tomaintain our relationship with God. God
entered into a Brit (covenant) with our Avot
(forefathers) so they would be able to have a
relationship with him and bring his goodness into

the world.

VP The synagogue allows us to make Judaism

portable and maintain that relationship as a people
regardless of where we find ourselves. The ten
northern tribes of Israel disappeared from history
hécayse they were not able to find a way to make
Judaism portable. Their inability to find new ways
to, worship God after losing access to the cultic
centerse of gheir ghomeland made it inevitable that
thgfs§ ;riibress would adopt the practices of their host
1csommunities and assimilate.

Unf ortunatel vy, these tr
tigcire sfdréfathert Y a 6 a k @acob) had already
established a precedent for making Judaism
‘Pdrtable. Y a 0 a kway forced to endure exile in
order to escape the wrath of his brother Esav
(Esau), who sought to kill him. As Y a 6 a Kledywe
are told Vayifga Bamakom (he encountered the
pgiace). Rabbi Yossi ( Berachot 26b) teaches that
Vayifga (encountered) denoted prayer and Makom,
t hough meani ng opl ace, 0
Therefore, Vayifga Bamakom should be understood
t 81 memtms:ohe pr ayedYatdoa kEged

C

g}ts hight, Rabbi Yossi concludes that Yadat
enceunter represents the creation of the Mad a
(evening service). Why did God appear to Yaod a

using the name Hamakom (the place), a name God

(Conti nué)y

2

SHOFAR

JANUARY,

2



MEMORIAL (YAHRZEIT) NAME PLATES AND COMMEMORA TIVE
PLAQUES

We plan to retain the memorial (yahrzeit) name plates and mount them in our new
permanent home in the same order they are in now (new mounting boards will be made to fit
the new space). We also intend to display all the commemorative plaques, including Tree of
Life leaves, branches, and stones. The idea is to create a donor wall to display plaques that
identify contributions for physical areas that do not exist in the new building (e.g.,

classrooms and building renovations).

Please consider allowing AKSE to keep the plaques honoring your contributions and
memorializing the contributions and lives of your loved ones to display in our new home.

If you prefer to permanently remove memorial name plates or commemorative plaques,
please call or e -mail the office with specifications of the item(s) you wish to take, and
someone will contact you to set a date for pick -up. Please note that, if shipping is required,
the person requesting that the item(s) be removed is expected to cover the cost. The
requester is also responsible for clearing the decision with other family members. (In case of

a dispute, the wishes of the person(s) who paid for the plague or made the donation
commemorated by the plaque will take precedence; alternatively, the item will remain with
AKSE until all interested parties are in agreement about the disposition.)

The deadline for requesting name plates and plaques before we move is January 8.

Paula Gordon

JANUARY, 2019 SHOF AR3
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Building Sale Update and Oil Tank

Dear Congregation: You may have noticed ground flags and some diggings covered with hay on the

grassy strip to the right of the entrance. New Mt. Olive Church (NMOC) has made their offer on {
building, and in the process of checking the place out (due diligence period) the issue of an old burie
tank arose.

In 1962, when the building first opened, heating was done via oil, and a 6,000 gallon tank was buried
underground. We switched to natural gas in 1994, and the tank was simply disconnected, after pumping
out most but not all of the oil. In Environmental or DNREC (Delaware Department of Natural Resources
and Environmental Control) terminology, we have an improperly abandoned underground tank, which is
impediment to the sale going forward. We are working expeditiously to resolve this issue.

Initial work and sampling has been completed, and J & M Industries has been hired to 1) take and tqg
soil samples from around the tank and 2) fill the tank with concrete and properly seal it. This is expected
to be done in early January, taking one to two days. Visually the tank and soil seem OK, and we do not
believe oil has entered the ground; sample testing will confirm or refute this. If soil is clean, we should b
OK. If oil is detected in the soil, we will need to come to an agreement with DNREC and with this or a
future buyer on any further steps needed to resolve the matter.

Direct and recent discussions with NMOC have taken place. They are quite insistent that 1) oil tg
has to be dealt with and 2) they very much want to buy the building. Assuming soil is not contaminate
and oil tank remediation takes place in the time period expected, they will close on the deal February 1
as originally planned. Our understanding is that their bank is satisfied, and their appraisal supports t
expected building purchase price. (assuming no soil contamination)

| must also point out that DNREC is now involved in supervising and signing off on the process, a
AKSE is likely to be fined for improper tank abandonment way back when. Whether AKSE sells the builg
or not, we have to deal with the tank.

As always, please feel free to comment or ask questions.

Thank you
Jonathan Jaffe AKSE Facilities Manager
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(Continue@ from page

rarely uses? This was to remind Y a 6 a khatythough he was away from home,

he could access God in this new pl ace,
God happens to be in whichever place you find yourself to be.

Y a 0 a khenvdreamt of a ladder reaching to heaven. God appearing atop
the ladder affirmed the patriarchal Brit, promising to safeguard Yaobdalk
Y ad akaomwo k e, exclaiming o0Surely, the Lor
knowéthis is the abode of God and tthéa

had stumbled upon the worl dds first syn
away from home of connecting with God.

The descendants of Y a 6 a knanwely the kingdom of Judah, survived exile
precisely because they learned the lesson of Yaba&@e®vencounter
ways to make Judaism portable by creating synagogues. By the time the
second Temple was destroyed in 70 C.E. and sacrificial worship ended, the
synagogue had been developing and was able to offer an alternative form of
worship. In some places synagogues functioned primarily as prayer halls, in
others as study halls, and yet in others as meeting houses (the Hebrew
expression for synagogue is  Bet Knesset , a place of assembly). All three usages
have one thing in common: they allow Jews to connect with God and bring God
into this world.

Yaba&ksosvencounter reminds us that, eve
the strangest of ©places, God can appear
that God will appear in the nick of time. We can invite God to join us by
building houses that allow us to speak to God communally through prayer and

hear Godo6s voice through Torah study. N
us not forget that God is |l ooking to jo
By doing so, we remind ourselves of the covenant God made with our ancestors

and of our divinely sanctioned mission of bringing God into our world.

Rabbi Saks
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PARSHA AND PIZZA AND SALAD (and dessert)

Rabbi Saks will | ead his Par sha

of tlh e

NEWS FROM THE AKSE JUDAICA SHOP

GREETINGS FROM THE GIFT SHOP!

Continuing WKH JLIW VKRS2V §8&OHDQ 6ZHHS 6DOH -

everything is on sale ¥ 75% ENTIRE GIFT SHOP.
NOTHING HELD BACK

please call Dianne at 302479-0490. | am not

there all the time, and the office staff is not
available to help.

Dianne Seidel Chairperson
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