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Vol. XLVI No. 5                           THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            JANUARY 2019 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

U An evening of learning at the Tenth Annual 

] AKSE ACADEMY  ] 

 

Saturday, January 19th, 2019, 6:15-9:30 pm at AKSE 

Still a bargain at $12 ($10 if preregistered by January 17) 

Open to the community! Invite your friends! Book Giveaway! 
 

6:15 Registration, book giveaway, snacking, schmoozing 

6:45 First session ï choose one 

 Black and Jewish in America, Part 3 (Dezmon Faulkenstein)  

 Building a Community: The Evolution of j-VOICE Monthly (Jaidy  
    Schweers) 

7:30 Break 

7:45 Second session - choose one 

 Life in the Shtetl before the War (Ann Jaffe)  

 Hidden Treasures: Exploring AKSE's Archives (Paula Gordon) 

8:30 Break 

8:45 Third session - choose one 

 Jewish Poland: Past and Present (Mark & Sylvia Wagman)  

 Pirkei Avot, The Sages, and Seeking a Mensch-Like Life (Alan Bleier) 

Please call the AKSE office at (302)762-2705 to preregister. 
Preregistration is encouraged but not required.   

REMINDER: Congregational Meeting Jan 2 7:30 pm. Clergy Contract approval and President vote. An update on the move 
status will be provided with discussion and questions. Your attendance will be most helpful.   
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4412 Washington Blvd. 
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Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
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Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
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Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
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Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 
 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 
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The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

   

  How Important is the Synagogue to the Jewish 

Community?  

Vayetze  5779  

Rabbi Steven Saks  

   

  The survival of Judaism depends on our 
ability to maintain our relationship with God. God 
entered into a Brit  (covenant) with our Avot  
(forefathers) so they would be able to have a 
relationship with him and bring his goodness into 

the world.  

The synagogue allows us to make Judaism 
portable and maintain that relationship as a people 
regardless of where we find ourselves. The ten 
northern tribes of Israel disappeared from history 
because they were not able to find a way to make 
Judaism portable. Their inability to find new ways 
to worship God after losing access to the cultic 

centers of their homeland made it inevitable that 
these tribes would adopt the practices of their host 

communities and assimilate.  

Unfortunately, these tribes didnõt realize that 
their forefather Yaõakov (Jacob) had already 
established a precedent for making Judaism 
portable. Yaõakov was forced to endure exile in 
order to escape the wrath of his brother Esav  
(Esau), who sought to kill him. As Yaõakov fled, we 
are told Vayifga  Bamakom  (he encountered the 
place). Rabbi Yossi ( Berachot  26b) teaches that 
Vayifga (encountered) denoted prayer and Makom,  
though meaning òplace,ó can also refer to God. 
Therefore, Vayifga Bamakom  should be understood 
to mean òhe prayed to God.ó Since Yaõakov prayed 

at night, Rabbi Yossi concludes that Yaõakovõs 

encounter represents the creation of the Maõariv 
(evening service). Why did God appear to Yaõakov 
using the name Hamakom  (the place), a name God 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  
 

  tŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǳƴǎŎǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎΣ ǿǊŀǇ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜΣ ǇŀŎƪ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ōƻȄŜǎΣ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻȄŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ōƻȄŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ƻǊ ǾŀƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǳƭŀ DƻǊŘƻƴ ŀǘ Řōŀtƭŀƴ.ϪŘŎŀΦƴŜǘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  
   

  MEMORIAL (YAHRZEIT) NAME PLATES AND COMMEMORA TIVE 
PLAQUES  
   
 We plan to retain the memorial (yahrzeit) name plates and mount them in our new 
permanent home in the same order they are in now (new mounting boards will be made to fit 
the new space). We also intend to display all the commemorative plaques, including Tree of 
Life leaves, branches, and stones. The idea is to create a donor wall to display plaques that 
identify contributions for physical areas that do not exist in the new building (e.g.,    
classrooms  and   building    r  e n o v a t  io  n s).         
 
Please consider allowing AKSE to keep the plaques honoring your contributions and 
memorializing the contributions and lives of your loved ones to display in our new home.  
   
If you prefer to permanently remove memorial name plates or commemorative plaques, 
please call or e -mail the office with specifications of the item(s) you wish to take, and 
someone will contact you to set a date for pick -up. Please note that, if shipping is required, 
the person requesting that the item(s) be removed is expected to cover the cost. The 
requester is also responsible for clearing the decision with other family members. (In case of 
a dispute, the wishes of the person(s) who paid for the plaque or made the donation 
commemorated by the plaque will take precedence; alternatively, the item will remain with 
AKSE until all interested parties are in agreement about the disposition.)   
 
The deadline for requesting name plates and plaques before we move is January 8.   

 

Paula Gordon 

¢9athw!w¸Η  ah±9 ¢h /.{ ¦t5!¢9  όǘŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴύ  
 
[ŀǎǘ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ !Y{9  
hǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ŀǘ !Y{9 ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нсΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
нт ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀǘ !Y{9Φ  

   
CƛǊǎǘ ²ŜŜƪŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ /.{  

!ƭƭ ǿŜŜƪŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ /.{ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нуΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ŀǘ /.{ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
м ŀƴŘ нΦ ό5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ /.{Φύ  

   
5ŜǎŀƴŎǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ !Y{9  

¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ !Y{9 ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŘŜǎŀƴŎǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ оΣ ŀǘ мл ŀƳΦ wŀōōƛ {ŀƪǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƻŶŎƛŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ    
 

mailto:dbaPlanB@dca.net
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FREE  
TO GOOD HOME 

 
 
 
 
NOSTALGIA ITEMS  
 
Limited number of NCSY T
-shirts available in youth 
sizes medium (10-12) and 
large (14-16) and adult 
size small (34-36). Also 
available are AKSE kippot. 
Contact the synagogue 
office if interested.   
 

Building Sale Update and Oil Tank  
 

    Dear Congregation: You may have noticed ground flags and some diggings covered with hay on the 
grassy strip to the right of the entrance.  New Mt. Olive Church (NMOC) has made their offer on the 
building, and in the process of checking the place out (due diligence period) the issue of an old buried 
tank arose. 

    In 1962, when the building first opened, heating was done via oil, and a 6,000 gallon tank was buried 
underground.  We switched to natural gas in 1994, and the tank was simply disconnected, after pumping 
out most but not all of the oil. In Environmental or DNREC (Delaware Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control) terminology, we have an improperly abandoned underground tank, which is an 
impediment to the sale going forward. We are working expeditiously to resolve this issue. 
      Initial work and sampling has been completed, and J & M Industries has been hired to 1) take and test 
soil samples from around the tank and 2) fill the tank with concrete and properly seal it.  This is expected 
to be done in early January, taking one to two days.  Visually the tank and soil seem OK, and we do not 
believe oil has entered the ground; sample testing will confirm or refute this.  If soil is clean, we should be 
OK.  If oil is detected in the soil, we will need to come to an agreement with DNREC and with this or a 
future buyer on any further steps needed to resolve the matter. 
      Direct and recent discussions with NMOC have taken place. They are quite insistent that 1) oil tank 
has to be dealt with and 2) they very much want to buy the building. Assuming soil is not contaminated 
and oil tank remediation takes place in the time period expected, they will close on the deal February 13 
as originally planned. Our understanding is that their bank is satisfied, and their appraisal supports the 
expected building purchase price. (assuming no soil contamination) 

    I must also point out that DNREC is now involved in supervising and signing off on the process, and 
AKSE is likely to be fined for improper tank abandonment way back when. Whether AKSE sells the building 
or not, we have to deal with the tank.  

     As always, please feel free to comment or ask questions.  

 
Thank you 
Jonathan Jaffe AKSE Facilities Manager 
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rarely uses? This was to remind Yaõakov that, though he was away from home, 
he could access God in this new place, for God is òThe Place.ó In other words, 

God happens to be in whichever place you find yourself to be.  

Yaõakov then dreamt of a ladder reaching to heaven. God appearing atop 
the ladder affirmed the patriarchal Brit , promising to safeguard Yaõakov. 
Yaõakov awoke, exclaiming òSurely, the Lord is in this place, and I did not 

knowéthis is the abode of God and the gate to heaven.ó In essence Yaõakov 
had stumbled upon the worldõs first synagogue, for he had found a way even 

away from home of connecting with God.  

The descendants of Yaõakov, namely the kingdom of Judah, survived exile 

precisely because they learned the lesson of Yaõakovõs encounter and found 
ways to make Judaism portable by creating synagogues. By the time the 
second Temple was destroyed in 70 C.E. and sacrificial worship ended, the 
synagogue had been developing and was able to offer an alternative form of 
worship. In some places synagogues functioned primarily as prayer halls, in 
others as study halls, and yet in others as meeting houses (the Hebrew 
expression for synagogue is Bet Knesset , a place of assembly). All three usages 
have one thing in common: they allow Jews to connect with God and bring God 

into this world.  

Yaõakovõs encounter reminds us that, even in the darkest of times and in 
the strangest of places, God can appear to us. But we shouldnõt simply hope 
that God will appear in the nick of time. We can invite God to join us by 
building houses that allow us to speak to God communally through prayer and 
hear Godõs voice through Torah study. No matter where we find ourselves, let 
us not forget that God is looking to join us. Letõs be prepared to welcome him. 
By doing so, we remind ourselves of the covenant  God made with our ancestors 

and of our divinely sanctioned mission of bringing God into our world.  

Rabbi Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Come early (starting at 7:00 pm) to the 
Congregational Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 2nd and bring 
your checkbook!!  We will be selling 
dishes, glasses and other items that 
we will not be taking with us for use in 
our future home.  

Thanks, Sylvia 
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[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ς ǘƻ .ǳōōŜΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ 
  

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нтΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ мо 

  

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ тΥлл ŀƴŘ фΥол ǇΦƳΦ 

  

This is your opportunity to enjoy learning how 

to cookéand  taste mouthwatering meals  like   

Bubbe would have made  

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ !Řŀǎ YƻŘŜǎŎƘ ŎƻƻƪǎΗ 
 

[ŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳΥ 
!ƭŀƴ DƻƭŘōŜǊƎ ς CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мо 

aƻƭƭƛŜ 9ǇǎǘŜƛƴ-aŀƪŀǊ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ {ŜƛŘŜƭ ς CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нт 
WǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ {ŜƭǘȊŜǊ ς aŀǊŎƘ мо 

  
                                          

/ƻǎǘΥ    
Ϸмл ŜŀŎƘ ƻǊ Ϸнр ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ    

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻŶŎŜ όолн-тсн-нтлрύ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ   

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǳǘΗ   
!ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ 
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The packing has begun...in the kitchen...Thank you to 
Shirley Fisch, Vivian Goldberg, Lolly Gross and Maurice Linett (not 
pictured here), Karen Moss, Judi Rosenberg, and Sylvia Wagman  
 
(pictures by Karen Moss, except the one of Karen was taken by 
 Sylvia Wagman) 
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 1 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

   

    2 
  Parsha & Pizza 
   6 pm 
 

   Kitchen Items           
   Sale 7 pm 
 

   Congregational  
   Meeting 7:30 
 

 3 
 SAKS ON 
 SACKS 
 CLASS    
 6 pm 

 
 

 

4 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
  
                                

5 
Kiddush 
Sponsored by 
Lidia & Avi Ini 
in honor of  
Lidiaôs 65th 
birthday 
 
 
 

6 
  
 

 

7 
   
Rosh Chodesh 
 
   

 

  
 

8 
   
AKSE BOG  
Meeting 7:30 pm 
E Board 6:30 pm 
 
  

9 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
  
 
 

10 
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS   
 6 pm 
 
 

 

11 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 

  
 
 

12 
Kiddush 
sponsored by Al 
& Fred Kagel in 
memory of 
father, Sam 
Kagel 

13 
 
  

 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

15 
  
 
 

 
   
  
 
 

 

16 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
 

 

 
 

17 
 

SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
 
 

 

18 
Friday Night 
Service  

6 pm  
 

19 Birthday 
Kiddush &Kiddush 
sponsored by 
Berlin & 
Kopolovic 
families in 
memory of Ester 
& Solomon 
Kopolovic  

20 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 
 

 

TuôBishvat 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm 

 
 

 

24 
 

 
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
 
 
 

25 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
 
 
 

 
 

26 
Kiddush 
sponsored by 
Ann Jaffe in 
honor of her  
upcoming 
birthday. 
Partnership 
Minyan 

27 
 
 
 

                     
 
     

28 
 
   
 

 
 
 

29 
 
 

 

 30 
 

 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm 

 31      
                              

SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
                               
                                                                                                                                

                                

     
     

14 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 TAMMUZ 11 TAMMUZ 12 TAMMUZ  7 TAMMUZ 8 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ  10 TAMMUZ 

28 TAMMUZ 26 TAMMUZ 27 TAMMUZ 22 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 24 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 

13 SHEVAT 12 SHEVAT 7 SHEVAT 

24 SHEVAT 

27 TEVET 

9 SHEVAT 

28 TEVET 

 23 SHEVAT 

11 SHEVAT 

22 SHEVAT 

24 TEVET 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

JAN 4 

JAN 11 

JAN 18 

JAN 25 

FEB 1 

4:33 PM 

4:39 PM 

4:47 PM 

4:55 PM 

5:04 PM 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

JAN 5 

JAN 12 

JAN 19 

JAN 26 

FEB 2 

4:30 PM 

4:35 PM 

4:45 PM 

4:55 PM 

5:00 PM 

5:34 PM 

5:41 PM 

5:48 PM 

5:56 PM 

6:05 PM 

10 SHEVAT 8 SHEVAT 

18 TAMMUZ 18 SHEVAT 19 SHEVAT  20 SHEVAT 17 SHEVAT 16 SHEVAT 15 SHEVAT 14 SHEVAT 

29 TEVET 1 SHEVAT 2 SHEVAT 3 SHEVAT   4 SHEVAT 5 SHEVAT 6 SHEVAT 

21 SHEVAT 25 SHEVAT 

26 TEVET 25 TEVET 
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Purchases of art and booklet may not be eligible for a charitable contribution. Consult your tax advisor. 

THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL: 
AN ARTISTIC AND HISTORICAL JOURNEY 

BY ERIC M. DOROSHOW 
Artist  Author  Attorney 

 
 
For only $60.00 (including shipping) you will receive: 

ÅOne signed archival print of the 12 Tribes, size 16òx 20ò for easy framing. The high 
end giclee printing process was used to achieve an excellent color and detail 
reproduction of the 12 original watercolors.  Heavy weight Somerset Velvet paper 
was used for each print for long term durability and a radiant look and feel for each 
print.  

ÅA compendium booklet entitled: The Twelve Tribes of Israel: An Artistic and 
Historical Journey. 

ÅAll proceeds to be donated to Jewish charities. 
 

Two ways to order:  
Order online with credit card: imagesinspired.net or  
complete order form below and send with check 

 
To order, fill out the below form and send with your check for $60.00 payable to:  
Weldin Park Associates, LLC, 1202 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, Delaware 
19805. 

Name:   ____________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

Email:  _____________________________________________ 

Signed: _____________________________________________ 
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PARSHA AND PIZZA AND SALAD (and dessert)  

 
 Rabbi Saks will lead his Parsha of the week sessions at 6 p.m. every Wednesday.  

 

2/2 Cantor Redfern    
2/9 Cantor Redfern 
2/16 Cantor Redfern   
2/23 AKSE Men 
 

NEWS FROM THE AKSE JUDAICA SHOP 
 
GREETINGS FROM THE GIFT SHOP!  
Continuing �W�K�H���J�L�I�W���V�K�R�S�ª�V���§�&�O�H�D�Q���6�Z�H�H�S���6�D�O�H���¨��
everything is on sale �¥  75% ENTIRE GIFT SHOP.  
NOTHING HELD BACK  
   
please call Dianne at 302-479 -0490. I am not 
there all the time, and the office staff is not 
available to help. 
 
 
 

Dianne Seidel   Chairperson 

1/5 Cantor Redfern    
1/12  Cantor Redfern  
1/19 Cantor Redfern   
1/26 Partnership Minyan 

3/2 Cantor Redfern    
3/9 Cantor Redfern 
3/16 Cantor Redfern   
3/23 Cantor Redfern  
3/30 Partnership Minyan 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2019 


