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Vol. XLIII No. 5                                   THE NEWS OF DELAWARE’S                            JANUARY 2016 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

U An evening of learning at the Seventh Annual 

] AKSE ACADEMY  ] 

 

Saturday, January 16th, 2016. 6:00-9:30 pm at AKSE 

Open to the community!  Invite your friends! 

6:00 Registration and schmoozing 

6:30 First session – choose one 

  Psychiatry, Judaism and a Search for Meaning (Matt Castillo) 
  My Experience with Birthright: The Hardest Yet Most Worthwhile Trip (Anna  
Slomowitz) 

7:15 Snacking and schmoozing    

7:35 Second session - choose one 

  Growing up Jewish in Heimische Cuba (Aida Waserstein) and Sephardic  
Casablanca and Barcelona (Sophie Longwill) 
  How Kosher is Your Horoscope? Astrology and Jewish Thought through the Ages 
(Irene Plotzker) 

8:20 More snacking and schmoozing 

8:40 Third session - choose one 

  The Many Ways of Being Jewish (Mel Zussman) 
  The Sages' Guide to Computerized Medicine in the Modern Age (Richard Plotzker) 

Still a bargain at $12 ($10 if prepaid by January 14) 
 

Preregister (optional) by calling 762-2705 or sending a check to  

Adas Kodesch at 4412 Washington Blvd, Wilmington, DE 19802. 
 

KIDS NIGHT OUT ALSO, SAME TIME SAME PLACE, SEE PAGE 8 FOR DETAILS 
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The Syrian Refugees & the Torah:  

 Beyond the Knee Jerk Reactions  
Parshat Miketz/ Chanukah 5776  

 

We have repeatedly seen comparisons made between 
the Syrian refugees and refugees from the Holocaust who  
were not given asylum. As Jews, we have known since well 

before the Holocaust what it is like to be an outsider. Right in 
the Parsha we are told: òThe Egyptians could not bear to eat 

food with the Hebrews, it being an abomination to the 
Egyptiansó (Gen. 43:32). Still today Jews are made to feel as if 

they are outsiders, as evidenced by the reemergence of anti -
Semitism in Europe and the demonization of Israel. 
Furthermore, according to the Talmud (Baba Metsia 59b), the 

Torah warns us 36 times not to wrong a stranger and at 
times explains that the reason for the injunction is òfor you 

were strangers in Egypt. I am the Lord.ó In other words, you 
know what it is like to be the stranger.  

So of course we sympathize with the Syrian refugees, 
whose plight is heartbreaking. In fact, over 1,000 rabbis 

recently signed a letter that was published on the  Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society website to urge Congress to allow the 
Syrian refugees to enter.  But before we conclude that 

allowing the refugees in is the Jewish view, we must fully 
assess the situation to the best of our abilities. We must 

remember that there is a crucial distinction between the 
Holocaust refugees and the Syrian refugees. Unlike the 

Holocaust refugees, todayõs refugees come from a part of the 
world that is dominated by anti -Western radicalism. Polling 
has repeatedly shown that many from this part of the world 

support the use of violence (in other words, terrorism) as a 
means of defeating the enemy, which often refers to the U.S., 

Israel, and the West. A 2014 Pew study found that, when 
asked whether òsuicide bombings can be justified against 

civilians in order to defend Islam from its enemies,ó only 45% 
of Lebanese and 32% of Palestinians answered ònever.ó 
Though there were no data regarding Syria, presumably due 

to the war, it is clear that we are not speaking about a few 
bad apples, but about a culture that celebrates terror.  While 

the vast majority of these refugees are certainly not violent, it 
is not hard to imagine that a small number of these refugees 

may engage in terror activities against the U.S. if given the 
opportunity to enter the country.  

It has been suggested that we vet the refugees before 
they are allowed to enter. Sounds great, but how? 
Unfortunately, they come from a country ruled by a 
sociopathic dictator struggling to keep power amidst a civil 
war. The information needed to do a sufficient background 
check may be impossible to obtain because of the 
circumstances on the ground. It is not as if we are going to 

(Continued on page 4) 
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send federal agents into a war zone to do background research on these refugees.   
Many in the Jewish world are of the view that regardless of the security risks the 

refugees should be let in because of the biblical injunctions not to forget the stranger. That 
is certainly a fair and powerful argument, but we should not forget that the Torah also 
commands us to aggressively confront and defeat evil. As Moses taught, the teachings of the 
Torah are ònot in heaven.ó The Torah is a book meant to be applied to this world, a world 
that contains evil. The Torah understands that in order to defeat evil the wicked must be 
confronted, and that may require getting your hands dirty.  After the Amalekites cowardly 
attacked the weakest of the Israelites, the Israelites were commanded ònot to forget.ó But 
this time they are not being commanded not to forget the plight of the stranger, but to wipe 
out the memory of Amalek. In other words, part of defeating evil means defeating it on the 
battlefield.  

Even Lincoln, who wisely emphasized a policy of reconciliation as opposed to 
retribution as the Civil War drew to a close, was willing to get his hands dirty because he 
understood that winning the war was a prerequisite to reconciliation. Lincoln suspended the 
right of Habeas Corpus, reasoning it was permissible to temporarily suspend a portion of 
the constitution in order to save the Union, and allowed Sherman to conduct his devastating 
march to the sea to ensure victory.  

We must think like Lincoln and balance compassion with the need to protect our own 
citizens and defeat evil. For if we do not defeat this radical perversion of Islam, the world for 
Muslims and non -Muslims alike will be a darker place.  In the wake of the San Bernardino 
attack, letõs remember that the reason there has not been another successful attack of the 
magnitude of 9/11 is because of the strong counter -terrorism measures that have been 
implemented. Laxity on our part will certainly be exploited by terrorists. On the other hand, 
we must safeguard our American soul and not endorse the extremism of Donald Trump who 
suggested that Muslims not be allowed to enter the U.S. To the best of our abilities we must 
make rational distinctions and distinguish between, for example, a Muslim accountant from 
Toronto who has a clean record and an individual from a part of the world that is a hot bed 
of radicalism who cannot be properly vetted.  

To put it another way, we want to guard not only our souls, but our bodies. We care 
about doing the right thing, but we have to worry about our physical safety. The Mishna 
Berurah explains that the reason why we are obligated to recite Hallel  (songs of praise), but 
not to have a Seudah (festive meal) on Chanukah, is because the Greeks did not seek our 
physical destruction, only our spiritual destruction.  Therefore, we celebrate with our 
spirituality through joyful praise, as opposed to with our bodies through eating. On 
Chanukah we celebrate the spiritual salvation of our souls. Yet, on Purim, we are not 
obligated to say Hallel, but we are obligated to take part in a  Seudah  because we were 
threatened with physical destruction. Therefore, we celebrate in a physical manner with our 
bodies. If not for the physical salvation of the Jews during Estherõs day, there would not 
have been a Jewish body or soul to save during Judahõs day. We should not underestimate 
the importance of security.              

Therefore, though we do not want to repeat the mistakes of the past and turn away 
refugees, we must consider the most recent history as well. An overly liberal immigration 
policy in Europe has created an epidemic of homegrown terror. In other words, good 
intentions do not guarantee good results: just ask the people of Paris, London, and Madrid. 
The Syrian refugee question is a complex one, and intelligent people can disagree. I do not 
know for a certainty what the right decision regarding the admittance of the refugees is, and 
only time will tell. While we instinctively compare the current situation to the Holocaust, a 
responsible assessment requires that we make the proper contrasts as well. Only then 
should we speak out.   

 Kol Tuv, Rabbi Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 
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AKSE 50/35/15 Raffle Ticket Order Form 

$50 per Raffle Ticket 
 

Yes, I want to support AKSE and obtain a chance to win cash prizes. 
 
Enclosed is my check for $ ____  for ____   raffle tickets. 
 
Name: 
Street Address: 
City, State: 
Telephone number: 
 
Upon receipt of order form and payment, the AKSE office will record your payment 
and ticket numbers and mail you the stub of your raffle tickets. 

New AKSE Fundraiser 

50/35/15 Raffle  

Support AKSE,  Gain Opportunity to Win Cash Prizes 

 
 

 AKSE is conducting a 50/35/15 raffle.  Our goal is to raise $10,000 by 
selling 200 raffle tickets for $50 each.  Assuming our goal is 
met, $5,000 will go to AKSE, and $5,000 will be given out as cash prizes -
- $3,500 to the first place winner and $1,500 to the second place winner.  
 
 This is your chance to help AKSE and have a good chance of winning a 
prize.  The odds of a winning ticket in AKSEôs raffle are 100 to 1.  In a 
typical state lottery the odds of a winning ticket are 18 million to 1.  Raffle 
tickets will be available for sale until mid-February 2016, or until the goal 
is reached.   

 
We plan to draw the winning tickets and announce 
the winners at a joint AKSE Men’s Club-
Sisterhood breakfast on February 28th, 2016.   
 

To purchase tickets, stop by the AKSE office during normal working hours, 
or complete the form below and mail it with payment to AKSE, 4412 
Washington Boulevard, Wilmington, DE 19802 
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AKSE SISTERHOOD CALENDAR 2015-2016 
  

Friday, January 29, 2016                         Federation Shabbat at AKSE 
Sunday, February 28, 2016                     Joint Menôs Club Breakfast 
March  2016                                             Purim: Mishloach Manot/Hamantashen 
TBD                                                          Closing Event 

 

AKSE MENõS CLUB 2015/16 

CALENDAR 

 
All congregants and guests are welcome to attend our Kosher Sunday 
breakfasts featuring speakers on diverse topics including: current events, 

history, medicine, and Judaism. The Menôs Club meets once a month from September 2015 
through May 2016 with breakfast at 9:00 AM and speakers at 9:30 AM.  
 
The cost is $6.00 if you make a reservation in advance by calling the AKSE office at 302 762 2705. At the door, 
the cost is $8.00.  
 
On Sunday, January 24, 2016 please welcome AKSEôS very own  

                                                                         Dr. Gene Tolpin, whose talk is entitled: 
 

Anesthesia: Itôs like flying an airplane 
 

Please save the following dates:  
February 28, 2016                                                                March 20, 2016                                                                     
April 17, 2016                                                                      May 22, 2016                                                                    
 
Thanks to our kitchen crew:  Elizabeth Davis, Morris Freschman, Jake Hoffman, Maurice Linett, Betty 
Slomowitz, Steve Willis and Moshe Vinograd. 
 

Thanks,  Dan Berry and Leonard Seltzer, co-presidents                                    Jim Lehr, treasurer 

Sisterhood Presidentõs Message 
 
 
After a lovely service featuring the Hebrew School children, 101 people enjoyed a festive Chanukah 
Shabbat dinner.  This evening would not have been possible without the dedicated work of a few. 
Rhonda Shulman took on the leadership role to insure that we would have a dinner.  Dianne Seidel 
came in during the week to set up the room even though she was unable to attend the dinner.  The 
room looked wonderful!  Even though Mollie Epstein Makar was also unable to attend, she ordered and 
delivered our sufganiyot (donuts).  Joining Rhonda on the kitchen crew were Sharon Berry, Rosemary 
Russell, Wendy Shlossman, and Sylvia Wagman.  We appreciate everyone pitching in to help serve 
and clean up, especially Ellen and Michael Feingold!  Some people were already asking when the next 
dinner will be held.  We have the Federation Shabbat dinner at Adas Kodesch on January 29th.  If we 
want to have more dinners, we will need more people to get involved.  Just let me know.  

 Sylvia Wagman 
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SHOP AT AMAZON AND EARN MONEY FOR AKSE!! 
 

Visit the AKSE website and scroll down to the ñShop at Amazonò link.  Once this 
link is clicked, any purchases you make from Amazon will earn AKSE 4%-10% 
of your purchase total!  Further instruction is available on the AKSE website.  Let 
your friends and family know how easily they too can raise funds for AKSE! 
 

Please email Kerry Shweiki at khshweiki@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

 

SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

      The Sylvia & Isadore N. Silverman Scholarship Fund will be 
awarding its 27th annual scholarship to a deserving youth for a Jewish 
summer experience in camp or Israel.  Applications may be obtained at 
the Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Synagogue office, 4412 Washington 
Street Ext.,  Wilmington, DE 19802 (302-762-2705), and should be 
returned to the synagogue office by Tuesday, March 1, 2016. 
      The Fund was established in 1989 in honor of the Silvermans’ 
55th wedding anniversary, by their four daughters and many friends. 

KIDS NIGHT 
OUT   

 
You learn, kids 

play  
 
 

Enjoy the AKSE Academy evening while 
your children (from age 3) enjoy a 
children's play evening! 
 
Snacks...movie...gamesé 
 
AKSE Rec Room second floor 

 
Dress your kids in pajamas 
so that they will be ready 
for bed before you leave 
AKSE! 
 
Cost: $2 only! 
 
Please call the office at 302 
762 2705 to let us know how 

many children will be coming  

mailto:khshweiki@gmail.com
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December Chanukah Celebration 
and  Havdallah December 12  
 
Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 
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Hebrew School Chanukah Treat Making 
Photo by Gail Weinberg 

 

Magical Night of Chanukah 
Community Party at AKSE 
December 12 
 
Photo by Jonathan Jaffe          
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At the 
support 
Israel and 
Global 
Hatikvah 
Singing 
JCC  
December 
12  

Chanukah Evening Candle Lighting 
Photos by Jonathan Jaffe 

Photo by JCC Staff 
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21 SHEVAT 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

TEVETTEVETTEVETïïïSHEVAT 5776SHEVAT 5776SHEVAT 5776   

13 SHEVAT 11 SHEVAT 12 SHEVAT 7 SHEVAT 8 SHEVAT 9 SHEVAT 10 SHEVAT 

14 SHEVAT 

28 TEVET 26 TEVET 27 TEVET 22 TEVET 23 TEVET 24 TEVET 25 TEVET 

6 SHEVAT 

20 TEVET 

5 SHEVAT 29 TEVET 

18 SHEVAT 19 SHEVAT  16 SHEVAT 

2 SHEVAT 

21 TEVET 

17 SHEVAT 

4 SHEVAT 

15 SHEVAT 20 SHEVAT 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle Lighting 

JANUARY 1 

JANUARY 8 

JANUARY 15 

JANUARY 22 

JANUARY 29 

4:30 PM 

4:36 PM 

4:45PM 

4:45 PM 

5:00 PM 
 

3 SHEVAT 1 SHEVAT 

                      
               
 
 
                              

 
 
 

 
  
 

   
 
 
    

 
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

 1 
Community 
Morning Minyan 
9:00 am 
AKSE 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 

 

 2        
 

 
 

3 
 

 

4 
   
   

  

 
 

5 
   
 

6 
 

 
Pizza & Parsha 
6 pm 

7 
 
 
 
 

  

  

8 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6:00 pm 

 
 

                               
 

9 
 
 
Birthday 
Kiddush 

10 
 

 
 
 

11 
 
Rosh Chodesh 

 
 

 
 

 

12 
  
 

 
    
 

 

13 
 

 
Pizza & Parsha 
6 pm 
 
Chug Ivri 7:30 pm 

 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

Friday Night 
Service  
6:00 pm 
 

 

  
 

16 

 
AKSE Academy 
6-9:30 pm 
 

  
 

 

17 
 
 
 

 

 

18 
 

 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

Pizza & Parsha 
6 pm 

 
 

 
 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

Friday Night 
Service 6:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
Men’s Club  
Breakfast  
9:00 am 

 
 

31 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

26 
 
Board of 
Governors 
Meeting 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

27 
 
Pizza & Parsha 
6 pm 
 

 
 

 28                   29                   30 

                                 Federation 
                                 Shabbat 
                                 Dinner  6:15 pm 
                                 Services  7:30 pm 

     
     

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

JANUARY  2  

JANUARY 9 

JANUARY 16 

JANUARY 23 

JANUARY 30 
 

 4:30 PM 

4:35 PM 

4:45 PM 

4:45 PM 

5:00 PM 
 

5:31 PM 

5:37 PM 

5:45 PM 

5:53 PM 

6:01 PM  

January is 
special because 
it has 26 days 
when one can 
buy AKSE gift 
cards. Just do it! 
(AKSE gets 5% 
back from your 
purchase!) 
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Create A Jewish Legacy  
 
Jewish tradition teaches that we have a responsibility to 
make the world a better place for future generations.  
One method of accomplishing this is to leave a Jewish 
Legacy. 
 
Legacy gifts can be used to support Adas Kodesch Shel 
Emeth and ensure that our synagogue remains strong 
and vibrant for future generations. 
 
Itós never too early to think about how you want to 

leave your mark on our community, how you want to be remembered.   
 
You donôt have to be a millionaire to leave a legacy.  The beauty of legacy giving is that you can make 
a gift of any amount of your estate.  If your estate is worth a few shekels or a few billion, your gift is 
your legacy.  And your legacy should live on! 
 
You donôt have to be a senior to leave a legacy gift.  Seniors are an important and influential group, 
but any person--no matter their age--can plan to support the causes and organizations they cherish 
after they are gone.  If you have assets, you'll want to be the one to decide how they should be 
divided...at any age. 
 
Since everyone has a unique family and financial situation, legacy gifts, of any size, can be designed to 
match individual circumstances. Options include a simple bequest in a will or trust; an outright gift 
using appreciated assets or cash; life insurance policies, IRA or pension funds; charitable remainder 
trusts and charitable gift annuities.  
 
A legacy gift can be made by anyone and be for any amount. 
 
AKSE is working with the Jewish Federation of Delaware and the other synagogues and Jewish 
organizations in Delaware to create the Jewish Fund for the Future. 
 
For more information contact Max Rosenberg (execvp@akse.org) or Jonathan Jaffe (prez@akse.org). 

                                                      Emmanuel Dining Room  
 
On Monday, December 7th, our hard working kitchen crew prepared and served up a 
hot, nutritious meal for some of the neediest people in Wilmington. Thanks to Jake 
Hoffman, Judi and Max Rosenberg,  Rhonda Shulman and Wendy Shlossman.   

Delicious desserts were baked by Harriet Ainbinder, Shirley Fisch, Vivian Goldberg, 
Ann Jaffe, Meryl Pottock, Karen Moss,  Judi Rosenberg,  Dianne Seidel,  Sylvia 
Wagman and Ella Zukoff.    

We will serve our next meal on Thursday,  January 7th.  We are in need of many bakers and of cash or 
Shop Rite gift cards which we use to purchase the ingredients for the meal at no or little cost to our 
shul.   

 
If you can help in any way, please contact Rhonda Shulman @479-9789 (acemaven0131@aol.com) or 
Wendy Shlossman @479-5599 (pshlossman@comcast.net ).  

Thank you for your help in this very important mitzvah!  

mailto:execvp@akse.org
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1911_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1912_com_zimbra_email%22));
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Received during the month of November,  2015 
 

MAZEL TOV 
 

Estelle Greenberg, in honor of your 
granddaughter Jamie's marriage:  
 Libby Plafker 
Ella Zukoff, in celebration of  your birthday:  
Rhonda Falk 
Laurie Cowan & Mark Lewittes, in honor of 
Charlie's marriage:  Libby Plafker 
The Zussman Family, in honor of the birth of 
a granddaughter:  Shirley Fisch 

 
                

YAHRZEIT 
 

Mother, Gertrude Ginsburg:  Annette Chason 
Husband, Alfred B. Miller:   
Bobbie Miller & Family 
Mother, Amelia Glazier:  Joel Glazier 
Fred N. Cohn:  Selma Barshay 
Father, William Plotzker:   
Richard & Irene Plotzker 
Father-in-Law, Joseph S. Jacobson:  
 Jacob Hoffman 
Mother & Grandmother, Amelia Glazier:  
Bradford, Michelle & Jenna Glazier 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Ruth Falk, Sister of Ella Zukoff:  Charlie & 
Barbara Keil; Sharon, Arlene & Carol; Huguette 
& Rex Piha; Jake Hoffman; Marilyn Harwick; 
Vivian & Alan Goldberg & Family; Shirley 
Fisch 
Matthew, Nephew of Ron & Mollie Makar: 
Dianne & Jeff Seidel & Family; Lena & John 
Elzufon; The Zukoffs  

 
 

REFUAH SHLAYMAH 
 (SPEEDY RECOVERY) 

 
Libby Plafker:  The Zukoffs, Shirley Fisch; 
Clara Mattes 
Jeff Seidel's Complete Recovery:  Lena & John 
Elzufon 
Dan Berry:  Lena & John Elzufon; Rita & Paul 
Gottesman 
Charlie Keil:  the Zukoffs  
Miriam Sawyer:  AKSE 

 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Library Fund:  Samuel J. Kursh 
Brad Glazier, Thank you for your lovely 
photographs:  Sophie & Michael Longwill 
Adin Shweiki, Thank you for participating in 
afternoon minyan when asked:  Jonathan Jaffe 
Mel Zussman, in honor of your amazing work 
with Minyonaires:  Sophie & Michael Longwill 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thanking AKSE for 
the Hospitality over 
the two Shabbatot  

when I was visiting,  
and making me feel  

at home. 
 
 

 Jeffrey Elikan 

   

 

 
Kiddush Fund 

 
 
 

 Jonathan Jaffe 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

Yahrzeit of  
 
 
 

Sarah Shulman 
 
  
 

  Marilyn Goldberg 

 
 

Yahrzeits of 
 
 

Samuel Avigdor Shore 
 

Reba Shore 
 

Joseph Shore 
 
 
 
 

Martin H.  Shore 

 

 

Yahrzeits of  
 

Father & Mother,   
Isadore & Caroline Fisch 

 Sister, Isabelle Fisch 
 

Shirley Fisch 
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Come and Feast with Us 

 

Vibrant Vegetarian Cooking 
 

 

February 16, March 6, and March 15 

 

between 7:00 and 9:30 p.m. 

 

This is your opportunity to enjoy learning how to 

cookéand taste delicious vegetarian meals 

from our wonderful Adas Kodesch cooks! 
 

Learn from: 

Uri Epelbaum ð February 16 
Sophie Longwillð March 6 

Anne Saks ð March 15 
 

Cost:  $10 each or $25 for all three.   

 Please contact office (302-762-2705) to register.   
Sign up early before they sell out!  Attendance is limited. 
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Dear AKSE Community: 
Are  transportation issues preventing you from attending synagogue events? We may be able to resolve that 
problem. There are members who might be able to provide transportation. Please call the office at 302 762 2705 
or email to office@akse.org and explain your situation and or transportation need. We will try and line up 
someone to help. This is not envisioned as a short notice or immediate problem solution, but rather a foreseen 
situation, where with phone calls and some planning a solution might be possible.  
Please let us know if we can help.   
AKSE Board of Governors  

OUR SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY 
 
 
 
 

The Kursh library is a great resource for our members.  We have recently received the following 
books: 
 
Doomed to Succeed: The U.S. Israel Relationship from Truman to Obama 
 by Dennis Ross, the former U.S. envoy to Israel  
 

Ally:  My Journey Across the American-Israel Divide  by Michael Oren,   
former Israeli ambassador to the U.S. 
 
There are two of each of the above books since they are very popular, but at this time, the two 
Michael Oren books have been signed out. 
 
The Prime Ministers: An Intimate Narrative of Israeli Leadership   
 by Yehuda Avner, a political aide to several prime ministers 
 

Israel – An Introduction by Barry Rubin, a noted Middle East scholar 
 

Our Man in Damascus – Elie Cohen by Eli Ben Hasan, the story of  
        Israelôs greatest spy 
 

Mossad – the Greatest Missions of the Israel Secret Service by Michael Bar Zohar 
 

A History of the Jews by Paul Johnson, ña brilliant 4000 year survey of Jewish historyò  
 

Startup Nation – The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle by Dan Senor & Saul Singer 
 

To Be a Jew by Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donen 
 

The Israelis – Ordinary People in an Extraordinary Land 
 

Israel From The Air   (pictures) 
 

Suite Francais by Irene Nemirovsky, a novel about Jews during the Nazi occupation of France   
 
  
The Library Committee welcomes any suggestions members have concerning the operation of 
the library and/or any requests for obtaining books or videos of Jewish or Israeli content.  We 
would also welcome any member who would like to join the committee.   

Address your suggestions and requests via email to:  martyzukoff @gmail.com    

mailto:office@akse.org
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 Picadillo is a flavorful Cuban dish that your whole family should love.  I made this on 
the stovetop in a large skillet. Just remember crock pots are great for a time saver 
recipe like this one. I like the fact that Picadillo is inexpensive, kid-friendly, freezer 
friendly and gluten-free.  If you wanted to make this Vegan, I am sure you could 
crumble some veggie burger into the mix to replace the meat.  You should get a few 
meals out of this recipe.  I saw this on Facebook and the colors of the vegetables made 

it look so appetizing.  www.skinnytaste.com showed it and I was easily tempted.  I 
immediately called my dear friend Stacey Miranda.  Stacey cooks some amazing dishes for her 
husband Willy. Willy is from Cuba and Stacey has adapted many to prepare so she can please her 
man.  She said she makes this often and assured me it would be delicious.  It was just that.   
  

Picadillo       recipe serves 11 

  
2 1/2 lbs lean ground chuck ( you can use ground chicken or turkey if you prefer).  We used chuck. 
1 cup chopped onion 
1 cup diced red bell pepper 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1/4 cup cilantro ( I hate Cilantro and replaced it with a few stalks of flat leaf parsley, chopped) 
8 oz can tomato sauce 
1/4 cup each - Alcaparada Manzanilla olives 
                       Pimentos, chopped capers 
1 1/2 teaspoon Cumin 
2 bay leaves 
salt and pepper to taste 
3/4 cup raisins ( more if you like this sweeter)*** 
  
If you are using a crock pot, always brown the meat first.  When it is fully browned and 
cooked  throughout, add the remaining ingredients.  This can cook all day and be ready for dinner 
served over  Arborizo or regular rice. Many families prefer this dish with raisins for sweetness and the 
salty taste comes from the olives. 
  
If you are cooking this in a large skillet, brown the meat first and add the veggies to get the flavors 
blooming.  It does not take long to cook on the stove, just make sure your veggies are soft and the 
meat is done.  
***Raisins are optional as some people don't care for raisins.  We liked the sweetness, I guess it is our 
Russian background and I put them in my stuffed cabbage for sweetness, too. 
  
This is a great filling for taco shells or chips -(watch for kosher shells), or serve with rice . I'll bet garlic 
bread would be a great accompaniment with a salad and your dinner is ready!  The photo of Picadillo 
reminded me of Chili or Ground Beef Stew, although the flavors are different.  I hope you will try this 
soon and I am anxious to make it again. When the weather is cold it will warm your tummy.  I went 
back to get more to re-taste the flavors  later in the evening and found an empty casserole in the 
sink!.  Elliott loved Picadillo, too. It was his evening snack. Stacey gave me good information; she 
makes super spaghetti sauce and super-duper tamales.  I had many neighbors living in a townhouse 
community when my kids were young.  All of their moms were great cooks and terrific friends, even to 
this day, That was 40 years ago!  The wonderful smells from each different family's tried and true 
recipes or new ones from magazines spurred us on to try new recipes.  I wish I had tried the Picadillo 
of my neighbor, Stacey,  sooner!          Stay comfy, warm and healthy this winter.  

                                                                                   until next time            Meryl  

WHAT'S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN?  

http://www.skinnytaste.com/
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Speedy Recovery 
Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes 
and prayers for a complete  
recovery to:  
 

Annette Chason 
 

Laurie Cowan 
 

Charlotte Levin 
 

Libby Plafker 
 

Cantor Yehoshua Redfern 
 

Miriam Sawyer 
 

Eva Vittes 
 
May the Lord our G-d send a per-
fect healing from heaven to all his 
sick children. Amen. 

January 
Anniversaries 

4 
7 
16     

Robert and Sally Levine 
Michelle and Jay F Miller 
Eric Doroshow and Aida 
Waserstein 

Special Anniversaries 

8    Eve S and A Lionel Clingman 

January Birthdays 

 

4 

 

 

8 

13 

 

 

16 

17 

21 

24 

28 

30 

31 

 

 

 

Special Birthdays 

Felix Vershvovsky 
Fred Bereskin  
Kerry Shweiki 
Julius L Berman 
Helaine Gordon 
Bernard Lazarus              

3 
16 
17 
 
22 
30 

Is your birthday in  

January?  Come and join 

us at our monthly birthday  

celebrations January 9, 

2016 and enjoy our  

delicious birthday cake. 

Mazal Tov 

 

ǒ  Deb and Mel Zussman upon the 
birth of their granddaughter, Sadie 
Rose Zussman. 
 
ǒ Anne Saks and helpers for 
organizing a lovely Magical Night 
of Chanukah party at AKSE. 
 
ǒ  Tom and Susan Murphree upon 
the birth of a grandson. 
 
ǒ Judy and Howard Berlin upon 
the birth of their grandson Asher 
Solomon Lichterman.  
 
ǒ Valerie Howard on her college  
acceptance by New Mexico State 
U. and  East Carolina University.  
 

 

CONDOLENCES TO - 
 

 
Ella Zukoff and Family 

 
Upon the passing of her sister,  

Ruth Falk 
 

May the Lord comfort the families 
among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem and may they know of 
sorrow no more 

We Invite You  to Sponsor 

a Shabbat Kiddush  
 

Dear Fellow AKSE Congregants:  
 
The members of the Kiddush 
Fund Committee invite every 
family to sponsor at least one 
regular Shabbat Kiddush every 
year for $36. Your name will be 
posted in the Shabbat newsletter 
as the sponsor of the Kiddush 
that morning. Please think of a 
Simcha that is coming up that 
you would like to share with your 
congregational family such as a 
birthday, anniversary, retirement 
or any other happy occasion.    
 

Please contact the office at 302 -
762-2705 to find out if your desired 
Shabbat date is available for 
sponsorship.  Please contact Judy 
Berlin at 302 -762-3649 to discuss 
your special requests. Additional 
items like a special cake or kugels 
can be included for an additional 
charge. Thank you in advance,   

The Kiddush Fund Committee 

Jeffrey M. Seidel 

Barbara Roisman 

Michelle Miller 

Alisa Litan Weiner 

James S. Lehr 

Ruth Jarin                   

Lidia Riley Ini              

Joel Roisman                 

Marilyn L. Harwick 

Eve S. Clingman              

Cindy Weiner                 

Marvin H. Dorph              

Betty Slomowitz              

Geri F. Brosbe               

David Marc Epstein           

Rhonda Shulman               
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] JANUARY YAHRZEITS ] 
  

 

20 
         Sarah Brodecki  
       Theodore Kaye 
      Isaac Meritz  
       Rafael Perel  

         Rabbi David Panitz 
         Pauline Tenenbaum  

21 
   Sol Fink  

    Louis Sikora   
    Henry Taub  

22 
  Rebecca Segal 

23 
  Mark I. Cheitlin  
  Dora Smith  

 24 
  Esther Kopolovic 

25 
  Nettie Esbitt  

  Harry I. Friedman  
  Ignac Moskovic  
  Ida R. Simon 

 26 
  Bernard Jacobs  
  Katherine Walles  

27 
B       Benjamin Robert Zukoff 

28 
J    Jacob A. Weinstein  

29 
    Vivian Edith Fischer  
  Jack Lieblein  
  Ruth Moss  

    Minna Wasserman  
30 

  Rose Lerner 
 

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
In the hallowed tradition of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting  with reverence for customs 
and observances in strict accord  

with family wishes. 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike 
762-0334 

AKSE 
Daily Service Times: 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  

Monday,Tuesday,Thursday 
7:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

 
Friday Evening 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Community Minyan 

Wednesdays 
7:30 a.m. at Beth Shalom 

Fridays 
7:30 a.m. at AKSE  

Excluding Rosh Chodesh and 
other special days.  

 
Shabbat  

Services at 9:00 a.m. 
 

SEE CALENDAR for 
Mincha Ma’ariv times. 

HOLIDAY TIMES MAY 
DIFFER. 

 

1 

Max Brandt 

Zelda Closik Davis 
Hyman Dicken 
Louis Sitkoff 

2 
Lola Ashkanasi 
Gilbert Kozak 
Sarah Reichlin 

3 
David W Spiller 

4 
Minnie Director 

5 
Benjamin Chanin 
Patricia Jaffe 
Alan Schoenberg 

6 
Jacob A. Jacobs  
Nora Taub   

7 
Jerry Gosler  
Selma Mersky  
Seymour Sands  

   8 
Mayer Bleiberg  
Beatrice Goldberg  
Sarah Kates  

 9 
Nathan Meritz 

10 
 Abraham Aaron  
Sheila E. Bernstein 

  

11 
Sam Kesselman  
Diane Schenk  
Phyllis Winokur  

12 
Solomon Kopolovic  

13 
Anna Hinden Berger  
Tibor Fischer  
Hy Hochheiser  

David L. Weinstock  
14 

Benjamin Gross  
Bernard P. Heiman  
Minnie Kaufman  
Albertyna Kallir               

 15 
Rebecca Bettye Ufberg  

  16 
Lillian Francis Aaron  
Jennie Cutler  

Theodore Sheckman  
17 

Nathan Cutler  
Maurice Weinberg 

18 
Frances Axler  
Jacob Braverman  
Florence Bronfin  
Nellie Gold  
Morris Harwitz  
Isadore Shattuck  

19 
Leo Brenner   
Ethel D. Concors  

 

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

Service Notes:  
 
New Years Day AKSE 
community Minyan 
service will be at 9 am.  
 

January 29 Friday 
Federation Shabbat: 
The usual 6 pm service 
will not take place; 
instead there will be the 
7:30 pm Federation 
Shabbat Service. 
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BOSCOV’S 

Ala Carte 
CATERING SERVICE 

 

From a small, intimate gourmet dinner 
to a banquet for several hundred . . . 

from a cocktail party to a formal dinner . . . 
Boscovôs A La Carte makes entertaining easy. 

Weôll bring the party to you . . . 
or prepare it in your kitchen, if you prefer . . . 
perfectly tailored to your specifications, 

and very affordably priced. 
 

The best party you ever gave 
is just a phone call away. 

610-370-3718 

HARRIET JACOBS 
 

R e a l t o r  
Home 302 655 5600               Direct Dial 576 6816 

Residential Real Estate 
3711 Kennett Pk. Ste. 130 
Greenville, Delaware 
19807 
Office 302 429 4500 
E-mail  Hjacobs@psre.com 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!  
 

Please call the office at  
302 762 2705  

For information and rates  
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH 
4412 WASHINGTON BLVD. 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802-1226 

 Bayshore Ford 21 

 Harriet Jacobs Realtor 20 

 Boscovôs Catering Service 20 

 Schoenberg Memorial Chapel 19 

 ShopRite 20 

  AKSE FAMILY NEWS  18 

  CALENDARS AND SCHEDULES  

 AKSE Calendar   JANUARY 12 

 Daily Service Times 19 

 EVENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.                                     

     AKSE ACADEMY                                                              1 

    AMAZON PURCHASE/AKSE CASH BACK PATH           8 

    BIRTHDAY KIDDUSH JANUARY                                     18 

    COOKING CLASS INFO & FLYER                                   15 

 DONATIONS 14 

 EMMANUEL DINING HALL UPDATE 13 

 FEDERATION SHABBAT JAN 29 FLYER 3 

 JEWISH LEGACY INFO 13 

 LIBRARY UPDATE 16 

 MACCABI GAMES MAY 15 FLYER 8 

 MENôS CLUB CALENDAR & BREAKFAST INFO 6 

 PHOTOSðHEBREW SCHOOL, CHANUKAH  9-11 

 RABBIôS LETTER 2,4 

 RAFFLE FUNDRAISER INFO AND TICKET FORM 5 

 SILVERMAN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP INFO 8 

 SISTERHOOD INFO AND CALENDAR  6 

 SUPER SUNDAY FLYER 7 

 WHATôS COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN 17 

 
YAHRZEITS  JANUARY 
    

19 
 

   

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY SHOFAR   

IS JANUARY 15, 2016 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the 

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or mail, 

Fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

 

Please visit the  
AKSE website   

 

www.akse.org 

 
 

 Updated daily with current info  
and news for you! 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS 
FROM AKSE RAISES MONEY 
FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 

SUPERMARKETS AND WALGREENS 
 

PLEASE CALL AKSE OFFICE AT 302 762 
2705  
 
AMAZON PURCHASES CAN BE MADE VIA 
THE AKSE WEBSITE AND NET 4-10% OF 
THE PURCHASE PRICE BACK TO AKSE. 
PLEASE SEE PAGE 8 FOR DETAILS 
 

http://www.akse.org

