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Dear Fellow Congregants: 
 

I am Alan Bleier, your recently elected President.  I am honored to have your support 
as AKSE moves into 2019, a year of transition.  I am particularly appreciative of the 
encouragement of our clergy, the volunteer officers and leaders of our Synagogue, 
and our staff.  As we move forward, I urge each of you to be engaged, to stay 
informed, and to be assured that I welcome your comments and suggestions during 
this challenging period. 
 

Prime objectives in the upcoming months and throughout the year are: 
 

To complete the sale of our building 
 

To move our operations to Congregation Beth Shalom (CBS) 
 

To maintain our core identity as an inclusive traditional congregational family in which each  
member and visitor feels welcome and can endeavor to grow Jewishly at his or her own pace 
and comfort level   

 

To strengthen our relationship with our host congregation by pursuing suitable joint activities, 
including our already successful, twice-weekly Community Minyanim, the Community Seders 
recently established and led by Rabbi Saks, and fellowship in other areas such as Kiddushim 
and learning opportunities, among others 

 

To set a search committee on the path to identifying a suitable permanent facility for AKSE 
 

Time is a resource that ought not to be squandered.  In this regard, I am grateful that CBS has offered 
to assist us in our transition by sharing its space with us.  This arrangement will provide AKSE with 
needed time in order to relocate to a new home. 
 
Whereas the arrangement with CBS has financial aspects, I hope that you recognize and appreciate 
the clear act of Chesed extended to our congregation by CBS.  I anticipate that the benefits ensuing 
from the period that our synagogues share space will also strengthen the wider Wilmington Jewish 
community. 
 
Shalom! 
Alˉʘ Bɳˏɰˏʞ 
A_Bleier@verizon.net 

 

Please join us for a ceremony bidding farewell 
 to our building  

on February 3 at 10 a.m. (details on page 3) 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Alan Bleier,  President 
 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Jonathan Jaffe, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Open,  VP Ways & Means 
 

Max Rosenberg, Treasurer 
 
 

David Epstein & Lisa Elliott Secretaries 
 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer  
Maintenance 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Shalom Chaverim,  
We are all concerned about maintaining our 

identity as the congregation moves. Itõs not an 
accident that, just as Bõnei Yisrael is about to move, 
to leave Egypt, they are given their first 

commandment as a nation ð the mitzvah  of Rosh 
Chodesh  (the new month), which would serve as the 
basis for the Hebrew calendar. The new month 
begins as the new moon appears. Why, as the 
people were busy preparing themselves to depart, 
does God choose to burden them with a mitzvah ? 

Upon reflection the answer is obvious. Having 
their own calendar demonstrates that the people 
now have a new identity as freemen; they are now 

masters of their own time. God declared hachodesh 
hazeh lachem  rosh chodashim  (this month shall be 
for you the beginning of the months). Rashi 
explains that the word zeh (this) indicates 
something that one can point to; God, while 
introducing Rosh Chodesh  to Moshe, pointed to the 
moon. Why, because the moon was a tangible 
symbol of the mitzvah  of Rosh Chodesh .  

However, according to Halacha  (Jewish law), 
Rosh Chodesh  doesnõt spontaneously occur; two 
aydim  (witnesses) must testify before the Bet Din  
(court) that they witnessed the appearance of the 
new moon. Why are aydim  needed to declare that 
the new month has arrived? As Rabbi Alex Israel 
explains, God wants his people to find him again 
each and every month and to be illuminated by the 
fresh rays of his light.  

The Ramban explains that originally the 
months were nameless and only were referred to as 
the first month, second month etc. These 
designations reminded people that Jewish time 
revolves around the first new moon of the first 
month (Nissan), symbolizing that Bõnei Yisraelõs 
identity is dependent on its relationship to God. 
According to the Talmud Yerushalmi,  Persian names 

were given to the months in the post -Babylonian 
exilic period to remind the people that God had 
again delivered his people from their Mesopotamian 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Building Sale Update and Oil Tank  
 

    Dear Congregation:  

     !Ŵ"Ɩ aŴ±Ĝ±ȉˮ ʞĊĜŴ± ƌ"ŦĜƖô ĊĜȡ ȉ±ôɔŴ"ȉ ȠĊ"bb"Ⱥ "ƖƖƶɔƖl±ƌ±ƖȺȡ ƶƖ ŝ"Ɩɔ"ȉʲ ̞̟ˮ  Ċ"ǺǺĜŴʲ ȉ±ǺƶȉȺ±|ˮ ̄ƕƶ 

ƶĜŴ ĜƖ ȺĊ± ȡƶĜŴ˱̅ ȹĊ± ȉ±ȡɔŴȺȡ ƶí ȡƶĜŴ ȡ"ƌǺŴ±ȡ Ⱥ"Ŧ±Ɩ "ȉƶɔƖ| "Ɩ| ɔƖ|±ȉ ȺĊ± Ɩƶʞ íĜŴŴ±| "Ɩ| bɔȉĜ±| ƶĜŴ Ⱥ"ƖŦˮ 

showed no leaks of oil from the tank. This has been reported to DNREC, and they are preparing an 

official letter for AKSE stating AKSE has a clean bill of health as regards the tank.  

     Ƞƶ "ȡ ƶí ȺĊĜȡ ʞȉĜȺĜƖôˮ ƶƖŴʲ ȡƶƌ± ȡȺȉ"ĜôĊȺíƶȉʞ"ȉ| ̄Ŵ"ʞʲ±ȉ̅ Ĝȡȡɔ±ȡ ȉ±ƌ"ĜƖ "ȉƶɔƖ| lŴ±"ȉ ȺĜȺŴ± "Ɩ| 

mortgages with the building.  When the DNREC letter is written and delivered, we expect all issues to 

Ċ"ʘ± b±±Ɩ ȉ±ȡƶŴʘ±| "Ɩ| ȺĊ± ȡ"Ŵ± ʞĜŴŴ ôƶ íƶȉʞ"ȉ|˱ ȹĊ± ̄|ɔ± |ĜŴĜô±Ɩl± Ǻ±ȉĜƶ|̅ ȡĊƶɔŴ| ±Ɩ| ŝ"Ɩɔ"ȉʲ ̠̞˯ 

after that point, New Mt. Olive Church can only withdraw their offer with financial penalty. 30 days from 

January 31, on March 2, we would expect to hand over the keys and exit the building.  

     As always, please feel free to comment or ask questions.  

 

Thank you    Jonathan Jaffe AKSE Facilities Manager 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Bids Farewell to its Washington Blvd. Location 
 
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth will hold a Farewell Ceremony on Sunday, February 3 at 10 a.m. We expect that this 
event will be the last major program in its home of 56 years. Once the building sale is completed, the 
congregation will reside temporarily at Congregation Beth Shalom as it pursues a permanent home. 
 
The program will include a short history of AKSE, reminiscences from several congregants, remarks by our 
spiritual leader, Rabbi Steven Saks, Rabbi Emeritus Peter Grumbacher of Congregation Beth Emeth and 
congregation president, Alan Bleier, as well as musical selections by Cantor Yehoshua Redfern and the High 
Holiday Choir. Torah scrolls will then be ceremonially removed from the Holy Ark and carried in procession by 
women and men who read Torah for the congregation. 
 
The congregation looks forward to a new chapter in its 134-year history as the first synagogue in the First State. 
 
The program is free and open to the community.  
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TENTATIVE PLAN FOR MOVE TO  
TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT CBS  

 
 

Last Shabbat Services at AKSE: Friday evening February 8, and Saturday 
February 9 
   
First Weekday Service at CBS: Monday February 11 
(During this week, moving activities will continue at our current building, but the 
office may be closed for a day or two while we move operations over to CBS.)  
   
First Shabbat Services at CBS: Friday February 15, and Saturday February 16 
 
As noted, these dates are tentative as we work to finalize details of the sale. 
Please watch for email updates and do not hesitate to call the office at   
302-762-2705 with any questions.  

exile, fulfilling Jeremiahõs prophesy that òIt shall no longer be said ôAs the Lord 
lives who brought the Israelites out of Egyptõ but rather ôAs the Lord lives who 
brought you out of the northlands.õ ó 

As members of Bõnei Yisrael, we here at  Adas Kodesch  should be 
heartened by the fact that our ancestors were able to maintain their identity 
despite being frequently uprooted. They survived by remembering that 
maintaining their identity as a people depended on maintaining their 
relationship with God. Just as Bõnei Yisrael were reminded of their identity by 
actively declaring the moon, we are reminded of our identity by the tangible 

acts we perform which bind us to God, such as davening as a congregation, 
Torah  study and c hesed . The performance of these acts makes AKSE, AKSE, 
and in order to maintain our identity it is critical that we continue to perform 
these very same acts. Regardless of where we find ourselves, as long as we 
stay together we can continue to daven together, learn together and perform 
acts of c hesed  together (kindness).  

As a congregation, may we continue to reflect the light of God unto our 
community.    
 
Kol Tuv,  

  Rabbi Steven Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 
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     I want to thank AKSE for making it possible for Albert Einstein Academy's second 
graders to have such a beautiful and colorful new Judaic rug in their classroom. As you can 
see, they are thoroughly enjoying it!  
      Incidentally, three of the students in the photograph have AKSE connections: on the far 

left is Ellie Reynolds, granddaughter of Cathy and Moshe Vinograd; on the far right is Julia 
Gottesman. Julia's parents and grandparents are all AKSE members. Seated next to Julia is 
Ryan Younger, grandson of Rivka Paley and Avi Ini.  
 

Warm Regards, Karen Moss  
 

The carpet belonged to AKSE. It had been hanging on the wall of the nursery. Karen and 
Paula worked together to get the carpet to its happy place.  

 

Happy Packers of AKSE Kitchen items for storage or move to CBS.      Photo by Cliff Packer 
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¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗΗ 

! ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ YŀǊŀƻƪŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 
ƻǳǘΗ  9ǾŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΥύ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŎǊŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ŎǊŜǿ όȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΥύ ŀƭƭ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ǝƻ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴǾƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 
ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ 5ƛŀƴƴŜΗύΣ ǿƛƴŜ ϧ ōŜŜǊ ōŀǊ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ !ƭŀƴΗύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅǳƳƳȅ ŦƻƻŘ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦΦΦWǳŘƛ ϧ aŀȄΣ YŀǊŜƴΣ ±ƛǾƛŀƴ ϧ !ƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ȅƭǾƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘύΦ  hǳǊ 5Wǎ όaŀǊƪΣ aŀȄΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴύ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ [Ŝƴŀ ϦǿƻϦƳŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ǘŀōƭŜΦ       

Sylvia 

Please enjoy photos of the Dec 24 Karaoke party on 
the following pages. Photographers were Sylvia 
Wagman and Jonathan Jaffe 
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Why isnôt the guy with 
the sexy legs singing?  
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PARSHA AND PIZZA AND SALAD (and dessert)  

 
 Rabbi Saks will lead his Parsha of the week sessions at 6 p.m. every Wednesday.  

 

2/2 Cantor Redfern    
2/9 Cantor Redfern 
2/16 Cantor Redfern   
2/23 AKSE Men 
 

NEWS FROM THE AKSE JUDAICA SHOP 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE GIFT SHOP!  

Continuing ȺĊ± ôĜíȺ ȡĊƶǺ̃ȡ ̄kŴ±"Ɩ Ƞʞ±±Ǻ Ƞ"Ŵ±ˮ̅ 

everything is on sale ̙   75% ENTIRE GIFT 
SHOP.  NOTHING HELD BACK  
   

please call Dianne at 302-479-0490. I am not 

there all the time, and the office staff is not 

available to help. 
 
 
 

Dianne Seidel   Chairperson 

3/2 Cantor Redfern    
3/9 Cantor Redfern 
3/16 Cantor Redfern   
3/23 Cantor Redfern  
3/30 Partnership Minyan 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2019 


