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Vol. XLVIII No. 4                                THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            DECEMBER 2020 

 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Dear Fellow Congregants: 
 
On November 23, 2020, AKSE held a Special Congregational Meeting. The Agenda consisted of one topic: 
the lease negotiated for a new home at the house on the Immanuel Church property. The address of the house 
is 2414 Pennsylvania Avenue in Wilmington. 
 

A report on how this house meets our needs, a summary of the terms of the lease, an overview of the steps 
needed to prepare the building for office use, prayer needs, and kitchen use were given. Discussion of these 
items was held and, following the appropriate motion, a vote on whether to approve the proposed lease was 
held. The lease was approved overwhelmingly. A pictorial overview of this facility is shown on page 10. 
 

Please continue to use the PO Box address for sending mail to Adas Kodesch. We will inform you when our 
mailing address changes. 
 

I am writing this contribution to the Shofar in the immediate hours after the Special Congregational Meeting. 
I anticipate that the formal signing of the lease contract will have occurred by the time you read this issue. 
 

The Leadership will keep you informed of the status of our transition from the CBS Building to the IC-house 
as it proceeds. Concrete steps to move the business office, the Rabbiôs office, items such as siddurim, food-
related storage, and furniture that belongs to Adas Kodesch will be underway by the time you read this article. 
 

As we are well into Kislev, I wish each of you a Chag Sameach ï enjoy Chanukah! 
 
Shalom & Chag Urim Sameach, 
  Alˉʘ  
A_Bleier@verizon.net 

Outdoor Mincha Services continue in Decemberðsee page 9 

Virtual Chanukah Celebration, December 12 at 6 PMðsee page 4 

Great songwriters and composers of Jewish music in the midï to 
late 20th centuryðtwo virtual music lectures by Cantor Redfern, 
Sundays, December 6 and 13 at 5 PMðsee page 5 

Congregation Approves Lease on New Permanent Home!  

See photos of IC-House 
property on page 10. 
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Shalom Chaverim, 
 
A question was recently posed to me: What is your favorite holiday, and 
why? 
 
       This is a particularly difficult question to answer, because all the 
holidays are distinct and are beautiful in their own way. I met my wife 
on Purim, so I have an emotional attachment to Purim. I love the 
outdoors, so I enjoy long meals in the Sukkah on a crisp autumn day. 
And who does not experience a sense of pride and relief when we 
finally sit down at a beautiful Seder and retell the story of how G-d 
actually stepped into history to save us? 
 
       That being said, I am going to have to go with Chanukah. Yes, the 
latkes and the jelly donuts are great. And illuminating the darkness of 
winter cheers everyone up; but what is truly inspiring is the symbolism 
of the lights. In our hour of darkness, a small but courageous group of 
Jews fought against overwhelming odds to save Judaism, and succeeded 
with G-dôs help. The reason why I chose Chanukah is because we 
should not just view it as an ancient eight-day festival commemorating 
events that took place thousands of years ago. 
 
       The strong were given into the hands of the weak; the many were 
given into the hands of the few, as G-d took up the grievance of his 
people and avenged their wrongs. If this sounds familiar, it should. 
These are the words of the Al Hanisim prayer we read on Chanukah. 
Yom Haôatzmaut is a modern-day Chanukah! In both cases, small 
groups of brave Jews rose up out of the darkness and, with the help of  
G-d, revitalized Judaism and reestablished Jewish sovereignty. It is not 
surprising that the early Zionists loved the Hasmoneans (Maccabees), at 
least the original ones. The later ones gave Rome a foothold in Judea, 
which brought Jewish sovereignty to an end. 
 
         It is important not to lose sight of the fact that the Hasmoneans 
and the modern Zionists understood that the Jewish people did not need 
additional saints; they needed heroes. As Yoram Hazony puts it, ñBoth 
are religious men. Yet the saint makes a token effort towards power and 
leaves the rest to G-d, while the hero leaves nothing to G-d until he 
reaches exhaustion.ò In fact, the Talmud cautions that, though we 
believe in miracles, we should not rely on them. The Hasmoneans and 
religious Zionists understood that national redemption would not occur 
simply by divine fiat; rather G-d was waiting for his people to initiate 
the redemptive process. According to Buber, ñWe can only be redeemed 
to the extent we see ourselves.ò G-d wants us to see the possibility of 
redemption and work towards it. 
 
         The Hasmoneans were aware of a precedent of taking action to 
precipitate redemption. Remember, though Avraham was initially 
promised the land, he and his descendants had to endeavor mightily to 
bring G-dôs promise to fruition. Avraham himself was twice forced to 
leave Canaan due to famine, and he had to pay an outrageously large 

(Continued on page 4) 
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AKSE ZOOM EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 

  

ONGOING VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

WednesdaysðParsha & Pizza - class 6 PM, Maôariv 6:45 PM 
(12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 12/23, 12/30) 
 

ThursdaysðHistory ClassðJewish Life in Christian and Muslim 
Lands - class 6 PM, Maôariv 6:45 PM (12/3, 12/17, 12/24)   
FridaysðKabbalat Shabbat, Torah reading (1st Aliyah), Dôvar 
Torah (12/4, 12/11, 12/18 at 3:30 PM; 12/25 at 3:15 PM) 
 

Saturday NightsðMaôariv, Havdalah 
(12/5, 12/12, 12/19 at 5:30 PM; 12/26 at 5:35 PM ) 

 

HOW TO CONNECT TO ALL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
Two options: 

 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join 
Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 
Sunday, 12/6 at 5 PMðmusic lecture by Cantor Redfern 

Tuesday, 12/8 at 7:30 PMðBoard of Governors meeting 

Thursday, 12/10 at 6 PMðChanukah History class, followed by 
menorah lighting and Maôariv at 6:45 PM 

Friday, 12/11 at 3:30 PMðmenorah lighting after Kabbalat 
Shabbat 

Saturday, 12/12 at 6 PMðChanukah celebration, including 
menorah lighting, Chanukah songs, trivia, stories and more 

Sunday, 12/13 at 5 PMðmusic lecture by Cantor Redfern 

Sunday to Thursday, 12/13 at 6 PM, 12/14 to 12/17 at 6:45 PMð
menorah lighting followed by Maôariv 

Wednesday, 12/16 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh) 

Friday, 12/25 at 8 AMðShacharit (Fast of Tevet), also Mincha for 
Fast of Tevet at 3:15 PM, followed by Kabbalat Shabbat 
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sum to obtain a burial plot for his wife in a land that had already been promised to him. Yet, Avraham and his 
offspring did not desist, and several hundred years later the first Israelite state was born. Of course, what 
applied during the time of Avraham, of the Hasmoneans, and of the early modern Zionists applies to us. We are 
charged with taking action that will preserve the State of Israel and the Jewish people. 
 
         We can learn one final thing from the Hasmoneans: Judaism does not ask us to reject modernity. The 
Hasmoneans did not reject all things Greek; rather they rejected those parts of Hellenistic culture that interfered 
with the observance of Judaism. We learn from them that we should embrace the outside world, while fiercely 
protecting our Jewish identity. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven Saks 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

 

CELEBRATE CHANUKAH WITH YOUR AKSE FAMILY  
 

Virtual Chanukah Celebration  
Saturday, December 12 at 6 PM  

 
Menorah lighting, Chanukah songs, trivia, stories and more  

For children and adults of all ages  
 
Other Virtual Chanukah activities:  
] Menorah lighting each night (see times on calendar, 

page 11) 
] Chanukah history class, Thursday, Dec. 10 at 6 PM  
] Music lectures by Cantor Redfern ìgreat songwriters 

and composers of Jewish music of the mid ë and late -
20th century, Sundays, Dec. 6 and 13 at 5 PM  (see 
details on page 5)  

                    All virtual events are listed on page 3  
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Not to be missed! Please add to your Zoom schedule!! 

 

GREAT CONTEMPORARY SONGWRITERS AND COMPOSERS 
OF JEWISH MUSIC FROM MID- TO LATE- 20TH CENTURY 
Two musical lectures by Cantor Yehoshua Redfern 
 

1) Sunday, December 6 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Velvel Pasternak: Famous Publisher of Jewish Musical Legacy 
ñBEHIND THE MUSIC: Stories, Anecdotes, Articles and Reflectionsò by Velvel Pasternak, Tara 
Publications, Cedarhurst, N.Y. 2017, 299 pages. 

For all of us privileged to know and love Velvel Pasternak (and those two categories are 
inseparable), his book BEHIND THE MUSIC is an enthralling reading experience to be 
savored. With humor, pathos, and vivid reflections, he provides us with an intimate glimpse 
into the world of authentic Hasidic music. This is a volume for both scholar and lay person, 
for both musicologist and niggun appreciator. It provides us not only with a treasure trove of 
information, but with the desire to listen with love and newfound appreciation to the melodies 
Velvel has devoted his life to both explicating and popularizing. BEHIND THE MUSIC is 
guaranteed to leave you humming, singing and even dancing with thoughtful appreciation. 
Professor Eli Schochet 
Academy of Jewish Religion, Los Angeles 

 
Cantor Ben Tsiyon Schenker: Famous Singer and Composer of Chassidic Melodies 
Ben Zion Shenker was one of the most gifted and inspired composers of Hassidic  niggunim  and 
other related ñoperasò that became a feature of the Modzitzer dynastyôs tradition. 
"Milken Archive of Jewish Music" 

 

2) Sunday, December 13 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Cantor Seymour Rockoff: Famous Cantor, Lyricist, Composer 
Funny, Brilliant lyricist, and wonderful pianist and brilliant teacher of our Prayers, Torah and 
Talmud.  
 
Cantor Sherwood Goffin: Famous Cantor, Composer, Entertainer 
Cantor for over 50 years in one synagogue. Able to project a melody from another prayer or from 
the Bible, to a prayer in the K'dusha of Musaf where everyone in the congregation could sing and 
transform their spirit to our Jewish roots. 
 

Cantor Redfern will give a lecture with highlights of each person's work and 
sing a few melodies from their compositions. 
 
Connect via Zoom, either of two options: 
 
1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet, or smartphone 
Link to join Zoom meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362 
 
2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362
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Excerpts of remarks delivered at the bench dedication ceremony at Lodge Lane in honor of the memory 
of Joel Glazier, Zichrona Levracha (of blessed memory) 

Rabbi Steven Saks      28 Cheshvan 5781, November 15, 2020 
 

          If you notice it's an overcast day, but rays of sun keep breaking through. This makes me feel like Joel is 
with us today. Joel was a very kind and positive person who could always find a ray of light even when none 
was readily apparent. Joel was an adventurous soul who would travel to places which seemed mundane and 
find something special about the place. For example, Joel found a small shul in west Philly whose rabbi had 
been a police officer. The next day he excitedly told everyone at the AKSE Minyan about finding the "small shul 
nobody had ever heard of in west Philly with the cop/rabbi." By finding these joys in otherwise mundane 
situations Joel exemplified the mitzvah of taking part in all of the permissible pleasures of this world. Let us all 
learn from Joel's example by looking for life's hidden treasures and them sharing them with each other just as 
he did.   
         May the memory of Joel Glazier be for a blessing and let us say Amen. 
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Photo by Jonathan Jaffe 

Photo by Michelle Glazier 

Brad Glazier and 13 helpers made quick work of counting about 1500 
shoes destined for those who need them, an ongoing fundraising and 

charitable project of AKSE. 


