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Wednesday, April 17 
  Deadline for Authorization for Sale of Chametz 
 
Thursday,  April 18 
  Search for Chametz - after 8:26 PM 

 

Friday, April 19, Erev Pesach 
Morning Service  - 7:30 AM, 
Siyum for the first born  - 8:00 AM 
Chametz may be eaten until 10:47 AM 
Latest Time to burn Chametz - 11:54 AM 
 Mincha - Maôariv - 7:30 PM 
AKSE  Community Seder  -  8:00 PM 

Candle Lighting - 7:26 PM 
Kiddush for Seder after 8:27 PM 
  
Saturday, April 20,  First Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
Mincha - Maôariv - 7:00 PM  
AKSE  Community Seder  - 8:00 PM 
Kiddush with  Havdallah - after 8:28 PM 
Candle Lighting after - 8:30 PM 

  
Sunday,  April 21, Second Day of Pesach 
Morning Service - 9:00 AM 
 Mincha - Maôariv - 7:45  PM 
Havdallah - 8:30 PM  (only over wine) 
 

 
Monday - Wednesday, April 22-24, Chol Hamoed 
Morning Service - 7:00 AM  

Mincha - 5:30 PM 
 
Thursday,  April 25, Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit - 7:00 AM  
   Mincha - Ma'ariv - 7:00 PM 
 Candle Lighting - 7:32 PM 
  
  Friday, April 26,  Seventh Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service  -  9:00 AM 
  Mincha Maôariv - 6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting  - 7:33 PM 
  
Saturday, April 27, Eighth Day of Pesach 
  Morning Service - 9:00 AM  
  Yizkor Service - 10:45 AM 
    Mincha - Ma'ariv - 7:25 PM 
    Torah Study 
  Havdallah - 8:34 PM 

 Do not eat any Chametz sold for you by Rabbi                                               
 Saks prior to 9:00 PM.       

 

 AKSE is hosting Community Seders 
beginning at 8:00 PM, the first and second 
nights of Passover, April 19 and April 20.  

Please see page 5 for details.  

SAVE THE DATE  
 

CAF£ TAMAR   
MONDAY  

JUNE 2,  6:30 PM 
    
Please see page 11 for 

more details 
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On Second Thought, Congresswoman Omarõs Latest 
Anti -Semitic Comments Are NOT Surprising  

Pekudei 5779  

March 9, 2019  

      I was initially surprised to hear that Congresswoman 
Omar remarked about òpolitical influence in this countryó 
and òallegiance to foreign countries.ó These statements 
clearly play off the anti -Semitic trope that American Jews 
cannot be trusted because of dual loyalty. I was surprised to 
hear this offensive language, because in February Omar 
retracted and apologized for tweeting òItõs all about the 
Benjaminsó and then explaining she was referring to 
AIPACõs influence over U.S. foreign policy. However, after 
rereading her apology for her statement about òthe 
Benjamins,ó itõs not surprising that she followed it up with 
an assertion of dual loyalty.  
       Omarõs apology for her statement about òthe Benjaminsó 
was limited to regret about òthe way my words make people 
feel.ó Feeling charatah  (regret) for an aveirah  (sin) is one of 
the steps of teshuvah  (repentance), but Omarõs apology was 
only a limited form of regret. She only stated that she 
regrets the way òher words make people feel.ó Omar never 
stated that she regrets the substance of the remarks. On the 
contrary, she defended them, claiming that she is being 

condemned for òspeaking the truth about, you know, the 
kind of influences that exist, that determine, you know, our 
foreign and domestic policies and for that I think, you know, 
my tweet kind of spoke to it.ó In other words, while Omar 
apologized for the way her tweet made people feel, she stood 
by the substance of her remarks.  
        Omar claims that she is being painted as anti -Semitic 
because she is a Muslim, stating that òa lot of our Jewish 
colleagues, a lot of our constituents, a lot of our allies, go to 
thinking that everything we say about Israel to be anti -
Semitic because we are Muslim.ó Mika Brzezinski on 
Morning Joe  said that the issue of Omarõs statements was 
complicated. Mikaõs husband, Joe Scarborough, responded 
to his wifeõs assertion that the situation was complicated 
with a one word answer, òno.ó Scarborough, a former 
congressman, then explained there was nothing complicated 
about the issue; it was a simple case of anti -Semitism that 
needs to be repudiated, as many on both sides of the aisle 
have done. Scarborough is correct. Omar is not critiquing 
Israeli policy, which is her prerogative; rather she is 

demonizing American Jews by invoking anti -Semitic 
stereotypes.  

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Dear Fellow Congregants: 
 

    This article addresses two topics, the sale of our building and our initial time in our 
transitional home. 
    The sale of the AKSE building ought to have been completed when you read this 
article.  This step is the last one in a long procedure that has had many obstacles.  We 
thank the numerous individuals who have shepherded different parts of the process 
successfully on behalf of AKSE. 
     In particular, Jonathan Jaffe oversaw most of the sale process.  His diligence, 
patience, and stamina in dealing with technical and bureaucratic problems along the 
way have led to the imminent completed sale, a vision that he placed before the AKSE Congregation 
three years ago.  Working closely with Jonathan, Chris Moore, our realtor at Patterson-Woods & 
Associates LLC, has been key to bringing all the various parties together, to clarifying issues, and to 
resolving problems in the sale process.  Mike Scali (Gellert, Scali, Busenkell & Brown, LLC), the 
attorney representing AKSE, has overseen the legal issues and coordinated steps with the Buyerôs 
attorney.  Thank you, Jonathan, Chris, and Mike. 
    I raved last month about the remarkable efforts of Paula Gordon regarding various parts of our move 
to our transitional home and the setup and arrangement of our storage units.  Prior to our move she 
addressed in her inimitable fashion documenting yahrzeit name plates and leaves on the Tree of Life, 
donating books and other items to 16 charities or religious organizations and countless individuals in 
eight states, and selling unwanted books and other items.  A crowning achievement for Paula on behalf 
of AKSE was our donation of 39 boxes of books and Torah Talmud materials to the University of 
Pennsylvania Libraries. 
    According to Arthur Kiron, PhD, the Schottenstein-Jesselson Curator of Judaica Collections at 
UPenn, these materials will form the heart of ña library of American Jewish pedagogy, dating from the 
mid-20

th
 century [é] documenting the way Judaism as a religion and culture was taught and read  by 

Delawareôs oldest and most historic congregation, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, based in Wilmington, 
Delaware.ò  For information on the UPenn Judaica studies collection, the new home for these materials, 
please consult the internet site, http://www.library.upenn.edu/collections/judaica/. 
    I thank six individuals who volunteered special expertise during the move.  Paul Gottesman, Mike 
Cabelli, and Gene Tolpin provided carpentry skills: to repair water damaged parts of the building  and to 
spackle walls (Paul), to devise a scheme for transporting the Menorah structure in the Sanctuary 
(Mike), and to build the crate to house it (Mike and Gene).  Mark Garfinkel provided electrical skills in 
removing the Chapelôs Ner Tamid and the electric Yahrzeit plaque, which he will try to rewire when it 
comes out of storage for use in our permanent home.  Brad Glazier provided photography expertise, 
taking photos of all mounted plaques and scenes from the Chapel and Sanctuary. Mel Zussman 
organized and provided the special care our Torahs and prayer books needed to make the move to 
their new home.  We are grateful to these individuals for applying their skills to our needs.  Thank you, 
gentlemen. 
     Regarding our initial time in our transitional home, AKSE has resided there for more than a month at 
this point.  Whereas this time span is short and oneôs views are likely to mature as we approach mid-
year and our Annual Meeting in June, I seek your input regarding our stay in the CBS Building.  What 
can I do better or the Board of Governors address better, in order to meet the collective needs of the 
congregation, to enable you to increase your participation, and to develop our programs further? 
    I encourage you to send me constructive comments about your experiences thus far.  What have 
you found useful?  What would you like to have tweaked in order to improve your experiences in our 
temporary location?  Is there an area that you perceive as problematic for our time in the CBS Building, 
and can you suggest a potential way to resolve the core issues of your concern? 
      Your answers to these critical questions are important.  In addition to helping us to adapt better to 
our transitional home, your comments will also serve to guide the AKSE leadership in constructing 
search plans for a new, permanent home for our Shul. 
       Thank you for considering these issues.  Please send your thoughts about these questions to me 
directly via e-mail. 

Shalom!  Alˉʘ A_Bleier@verizon.net 

http://www.library.upenn.edu/collections/judaica/
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{ŀƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳŜǘȊ ŀƴŘ wŀōōƛΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǝƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ !ǇǇŜŀƭ 
  

The Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund is an important vehicle for tzedakah within AKSE.  Numerous requests 
appealing for funds are received throughout the year, especially before the holidays. Many of the requests are 
from extremely worthwhile organizations, as well as from individuals who find themselves in need.  

We turn to you each year at this time, Erev Pesach, to support the Discretionary Fund as part of the 
Mechirat Chametz process. The Discretionary Fundôs approach to tzedakah is to make a significant gift. In most 
cases $36 is the minimum contribution given by this fund and checks have been issued for as high as $500 when 
the need arises. 
            Please give careful consideration to this vital instrument of tzedakah within AKSE and the charities it 
supports when selling your chametz this year.  
  

          Best wishes for a Happy and Kosher Pesach.  Rabbi Steven Saks  

  
Authorization for the Sale of Chametz 5779, 2019 

Please return by mail or in person by Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

I (we) hereby authorize Rabbi Steven Saks or his agent(s) to be my (our) agent to sell all chametz that may be 

in my (our) possession at the locations listed below or such other locations as my (our) chametz may be. Such sale 

will take place at 10:30 am Friday,  April 19, 2019. Chametz is defined as any food (at a minimum fit for a dog 

to eat) that contains one or more of five types of grain (wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye), which has come in contact 

with water and was not baked within the amount of time prescribed by Jewish law. I (we) further authorize Rabbi 

Steven Saks or his agents to rent the areas and/or properties designated below for the purpose of storage of the 

chametz which is sold until such time as the buyer should come to pick up the chametz, or 9:00 pm Sunday, April 27, 2019, 

whichever comes earlier. I (we) understand that at the time the chametz is sold, it will cease to be my property unless 

and until the chametz is bought back on my behalf and that the buyer has the right to take the chametz which is sold. 

       Locations of chametz: (Please be specific, including address and area where the chametz will be stored. 

Include home and business addresses as appropriate.) 

  

Please sign and print your name(s) below. If married, both spouses should sign this document. 
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       This disturbing episode reminds us of three things:  

First:  Differing views regarding policy are legitimate. However, targeting groups for 
demonization in order to convince the public that your view is correct is not legitimate; itõs 
hate mongering.  
 

Second:  If the U.S. -Israel relationship turns into a partisan issue, both countries lose. A 
strong relationship between these two democracies is vital for the security of both. Those 
involved in the newly formed Democratic Majority for Israel  should be praised for their efforts 
to counter the voices of Omar and her like -minded colleagues who are intent on weakening 
the Democratic partyõs traditional pro-Israel stance.  
 

Third:  When you profess to be repentant, you must actually mean it. Clearly, Omarõs 
statements following her pronouncements of regret undermined her apology. They make one 
wonder whether she regretted her statements at all or was just claiming to be remorseful for 
the purpose of political expediency.  Taõanit 16 teaches that whoever confesses but does not 
repent is like one who goes into the mikveh  (ritual bath for purposes of spiritual 
purification) while holding a sheretz  (insect) which is inherently impure. The purifying 
waters will not purify such a person. True  teshuvah must be genuine.  

We are still waiting for Congresswoman Omar to perform teshuvah .  Rabbi Saks   

(Continued from page 2) 

Dear  Congresswoman  Blunt  Rochester,  
 
Thank you for joining us for our Sabbath services on March 16. Your words of love, 
tolerance, and inclusion were of great comfort to a community that has been shocked by 
statements one would not believe could have been uttered in 2019 by American public 
officials. The Passover holiday, which we are now preparing to celebrate, reminds us that 
intolerance must never be accepted but rather aggressively confronted. May God bless 
you for standing with us in     confronting  such  intolerance.  
 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                          
Rabbi Steven Saks 
Spiritual Leader, Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth  
President, Delaware Association of Rabbis and Cantors 
  

Rabbi Michael Beals  
Spiritual Leader, Congregation Beth Shalom 
Immediate Past President, Delaware Association of Rabbis and Cantors 

Remarks Shared with the Islamic Society of Delaware at the March 17 Interfaith 
Prayer Service in Response to the Tragedy in Christchurch, New Zealand  

 

Dear Friends,  
 

On behalf of the Delaware Association of Rabbis and Cantors, I would like to convey my 
heartfelt  condolences.   
 

Our mutual  forefather, Abraham, championed the  sanctity of human life. The monster who 
committed this crime sought to divide us.   
 

Instead of allowing ourselves to be divided, we will sanctify human life by uniting against this evil.  
 

We stand  together in peace, love, unity, and tolerance.  
 

With love, your friend,   

Rabbi Steven Saks   
President of the Delaware Association of Rabbis and Cantors  
Spiritual Leader of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth of Wilmington  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=congresswoman+blunt+rochester&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=lisa+blunt+rochester&stid=bc96dce8-e138-c585-78be-05dc81589061&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
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A big thank you to all of you who supported Sisterhoodôs Mishloach Manot 
fundraiser!  The fundraiser would not have been possible without the help of 
our dough makers, hamantash bakers, shoppers, and bag stuffers who are 
listed below. Many of these people helped out with multiple sessions:  Harriet 
Ainbinder, Esther Balick, Judi Berlin, Shirley Fisch, Vivian Goldberg, Sheila 
Goldlust, Maurice Linett, Huguette Piha, Judi & Max Rosenberg, Dianne 
Seidel, Linda Schreiber, and Sylvia & Mark Wagman.       We  appreciate 
contributions  from  Maurice  Linett,  Dianne  Seidel,  and  Sylvia  Wagman!  
 
A quick update from our move... Thanks to all who helped with the big job of packing up the kitchen!  It 
was a big job to pack and sort those items that went to long term storage, shorter term storage, and for 
use at CBS. Many congregants bought excess kitchen items, as did The Candlelight Dinner Theater. 
We also donated items to the Jewish Family Service to be used by refugee families in the area.   
 

Sylvia Wagman 

                                                        AKSE Hamantashen Bakers                      photo by Sylvia Wagman 
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PURIM COOKING AND COSTUMING AND CELEBRATING TOOK PLACE  
AT OUR TRANSITIONAL HOME MARCH 20 - 13 ADAR II 

  
Enjoy the photos on this page and the next by Sylvia Wagman and Jonathan Jaffe 
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Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  

 
   
 

 
 

  4 
  
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS   
 6 pm 
 

 

5 
 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
 
 
  
                                

6 
 
 

 
  
Birthday 
Kiddush 

7 
  
 

8 
   
 
   

 

  
 

9 
   

AKSE Board of 
Governors Mtg. 
 

E Board 6:30 pm 
Full BOG 7:30 pm 
AKSE members 
invited to attend 
  
 

10 
 

Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
 
  
 
 

11 
SAKS ON 
SACKS 
CLASS   
 6 pm 
 
 

 

12 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
 
 
 
  

 

13 
 
Arynn Shweiki 
Bat Mitzvah 
Partnership 
Minyan 

14 
 
  

 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

16 
  
 
 

 
   
  
 
 

 

17 
 
Parsha & Pizza 
6 pm  
 
 
 

 

 

18 
 

 
 

 
 
       
 

19 
Friday Night 
Service  

6 pm  
 

AKSE 
Community 
Seder 8 pm  

20  
1st Day of 
Passover 
 
 

ASKE 
Community 
Seder 8 pm 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

    2nd Day 

 of Passover 

22 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Chol Hamoed 
 
 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Chol Hamoed 
 

24 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chol Hamoed 

25 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Chol Hamoed 
 
 
 

26 
Friday Night 
Service 
6 pm 
 
 

7th Day  
of Passover 
 

27 
 

 
 
8th Day of 
Passover, 
Yizkor 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

                     
     

29 
 
   
 

 
 
 

30 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

                                        
                              
                                                                                                                                 

                                
 
 
                               
                                        
                          

     
     

23 NISAN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 TAMMUZ 11 TAMMUZ 12 TAMMUZ  7 TAMMUZ 8 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ  10 TAMMUZ 

28 TAMMUZ 26 TAMMUZ 27 TAMMUZ 22 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 24 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 

15 NISAN 14 NISAN 9 NISAN 

29 ADAR II 

11 NISAN 

1 NISAN 

 25 NISAN 

13 NISAN 

24 NISAN 

26 ADAR II 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

APR 5 

APR 12 

APR 19 

APR 26 

 

7:12 PM 

7:19 PM 

7:26 PM 

7:33 PM 
 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Maõariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

APR 6 

APR 13 

APR 20 

APR 27 

 

7:05 PM 

7:10 PM 

7:00 PM 

7:25 PM 

 

8:13 PM 

8:20 PM 

8:28 PM 

8:34 PM 

  

12 NISAN 10 NISAN 

18 TAMMUZ 20 NISAN 21 NISAN  22 NISAN 19 NISAN 18 NISAN 17 NISAN 16 NISAN 

2 NISAN 3 NISAN 4 NISAN 5 NISAN   6 NISAN 7 NISAN  8 NISAN 

28 ADAR II 27 ADAR II 25 ADAR II 
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AKSE Cooking Class, mmmmmm,  
 with Len and Judy Selzter leading and demonstrating.  

March 13, 2019 
 

Photos provided by Sylvia Wagman 
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4/6 Cantor Redfern    
4/13 Shweiki Bat Mitzvah 
4/20 Pesach, AKSE Men   
4/27 Pesach, AKSE Men 

 

TORAH READING SCHEDULE 2019 

5/4 Cantor Redfern    
5/11 Cantor Redfern 
5/18 Cantor Redfern   
5/25 Cantor Redfern 

6/1 Cantor Redfern 
6/8 AKSE Men 
6/15 Cantor Redfern 
6/22 Cantor Redfern 
6/29 Cantor Redfern 

 

 

Ih[5 ¢I9 5!¢9   
/ŀŦŜ ¢ŀƳŀǊ  

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ нΣ нлмфΣ ŀǘ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  
{ƛŜƎŜƭ W// !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ   

 
aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ тмǎǘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻƳ ¸ŜǊǳǎƘŀƭŀȅƛƳ   

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ {ƛǎǳ Ŝǘ ¸ŜǊǳǎƘŀƭŀȅƛƳτwŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ   
 

 
 
 

¢ƘŜ {ƘǿŜƛƪƛ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
.ŀǘ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ !ǊȅƴƴΦ  !Ǌȅƴƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ aƛƴȅŀƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ моǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ  
ƻǳǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ !Y{9 ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦ  


