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Vol. XLI I No. 7                                    THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            MARCH 2015 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 

Wednesday March 4    

Fast of Esther observed, begins 5:11 am, ends 6:27 pm  

 

Morning Service ( Shacharit ) is at 7 a.m.  

Mincha/Ma'ariv is at 5:30 p.m.  

Megillah reading approximately 6:30 p.m.  

 

Costume party (adults and kids)  

 then  

collect your Shalach Manot  

good wishes and treats  

 

 

Thursday, March 5  

Shacharit 7:00 a.m., with  

Megillah reading  

 

Mincha/Maariv 5:30 p.m.  
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@akse.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

Delaware Community Hebrew School 
(302) 762-3618 

AKSE Website  www.akse.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
Gail Weinberg, Educational  Director 

 

OFFICERS 
Jonathan Jaffe,  President 

 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Marty Zukoff, Provisional VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Dan Berry, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Brad Glazier 
VP Ways & Means 

 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 
 
 
 

Sharon Berry & Eleanor Weinglass 
Secretary 

 

Dan Berry & Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club Presidents 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood President 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant 

Carol Burg, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer 

Andrew  Davis 

Maintenance 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

Shalom Chaverim:  
 

The wisdom of Speaker Boehnerôs invitation to Prime 

Minister Netanyahu to address Congress is questionable, 

because congressional bi-partisan support of Israel has been a 

cornerstone of the U.S. Israel alliance.  Many are understandably 

upset that Democratic members of Congress are being forced to 

choose between displaying their support for Israel by attending 

the address and displaying their loyalty to the President by 

boycotting it.  It should be noted that Senator Carper, Senator 

Coons and Congressman Carney have been very supportive of 

the U.S. Israel alliance, and their support is deeply appreciated.  

Despite the political tension regarding Netanyahuôs 

address, we must remember that in the end substantive policy is 

at stake.  Therefore gamesmanship and emotions should be put 

aside.  If the administration were to endorse an agreement that 

allowed Iran to become a nuclear threshold state, Iran, in 

essence, would become a nuclear power and spread its nuclear 

umbrella over the terror groups it supports, which threaten 

America and Israel.  

It appears that the die has been cast, and Netanyahu will 

go ahead with the address.  Therefore, it would behoove us to 

encourage our members of Congress to hear from one of the 

worldôs leading experts regarding the Iranian threat and the 

danger it poses to all of us.  As Purim approaches, let us 

remember that the Jewish people were saved because of the 

political activism of two Jews, Mordechai and Esther.  Let us 

follow their example.  

Sincerely,  

Rabbi Steven Saks   

From the electronic keyboard of Rabbi Saks 

 

PASSOVER WILL BE HERE FIRST WEEK OF APRIL! 

 

Request: Those who are willing to host a seder please notify the office as 

well as those who need a place for either of the seders, thank you.  

First Passover Seder: Friday, April 3rd 
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JEWS IN FILM SERIES 

Sunday, March 8 at 1:00 PM  
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth 

 
  

Join us for the conclusion of this series led by Ken Kamm 
who explores classic Jewish-aspect films.  The format 
will be about 2 hours of film clips, studio history, and dis-

cussion, with refreshments as an intermission in the middle. This is a 
condensed reprise version of a course that Ken taught at DVLI in 
2010.   
 

  
There is no fee for attending; the entire community is welcome, but 
please contact the AKSE office at 762-2705 
or office@akse.org to reserve a place so we can pre-
pare for your attendance. 

 
Women's Issues-Independence, Empowerment, 
Tradition: Hester Street, Crossing Delancey, and 
Yentl. Intermarriage: The Way We Were. HUAC and 
the Blacklist: The Front. 

Anti-Semitism: Crossfire, Gentlemen's Agreement, 
and The Young Lions.   

Photo by Sylvia Wagman 

February 15  AKSE Film Session 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2179_com_zimbra_email%22));


 4       SHOFAR MARCH,  2015 

 

 

 
Sisterhood Calendar 
  
 
Friday, March 6, 2015                             Friday night Shabbat Dinner 
 
 
Sunday, May 3, 2015                              Sisterhood Closing Event 

Mishenichnas Adar, Marbim B'Simcha - "When Adar begins, we increase in joy"... We 
are now in the Hebrew month of Adar and we have much to be joyful about!  In January we 
hosted a very successful Classic Rock Party.  Four synagogues joined together to dance 
the night away in our beautifully decorated social hall (Thanks Michelle Glazier!).  It was 
such a joyous event! 

            Now March will be overflowing with joy.  Come to hear the Megillah, enjoy yummy 
Hamantashen, and pick up your Mishloach Manot! Once again, thanks to the creative 
thinking of Sharon Berry, every AKSE member will receive Mishloach Manot.  Sharon is 
really Ms. Purim! We have her and her helpers to thank for thousands of Hamantashen to 
eat and to sell, as well as the very successful Mishloach Manot fundraiser.  
            We complete our Purim celebration with a delicious Friday night dinner prepared by 
our top chefs Mollie Epstein Makar and Dianne Seidel.  What a great way to celebrate the 
holiday of Purim together at AKSE.  Thank you to all these wonderful volunteers who work 
so hard to spread some joy!  Join us at the Megillah reading on Wednesday evening, March 
4th.   
 

See you there, 
 

Sylvia  

HOLD THE DATE  

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015 AT 6:30 pm  

 

 

Sisterhood thanks  
Gina Schoenberg for 
her contribution! 
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Michelle Glazier & Rosemary Russell  

Photo by Brad Glazier 

 

Classic Rock Party a Rocking success!!   
 
Close to 100 people danced the night away on 
January 24th to Oldies but Goodies played by DJ 
extraordinaire Joey Z of Wired Up 
Entertainment.  The dance floor was filled the 
entire night, stirring up great memories.  In fact 
there were a lot of left over snacks because most 
people danced all night.  What made this event 
so special was that, for the first time ever, four 
synagogues (AKSE, CBE, CBS, and TBE) 
teamed up to make this event a reality, resulting 
in attendance that spanned the entire 
community!  It was a pleasure working together 
and hopefully this will continue as an annual 

eventΦ 
 

Sylvia 

Photo by Sylvia Wagman 
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Kathy Bloom, Seth Bloom, Ivy Harlev, Ron Duwell, Mona Duwell   

Photos  

by 

Brad 

Glazier 
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Volunteers 

Needed 
 
 
Lodge Lane is 
look i ng  for 
volunteers to 
share  t he i r 

talents with the residents.  
        If you have an interesting hobby, 
collection, talent or have traveled to 
interesting destinations, why wonôt you 
visit and share your experiences with 
the residents at Lodge Lane.  
      Please contact Beth Poole, Activity 

Director at bpoole@lodgelane.org  if 

you would like to share your interests. 

The Schoenberg Building     Photo by Brad Glazier 

The new Schoenberg Chapel at the Jewish Community Cemetery 

on Foulk Road nears completion. Donations are still needed. 

 If you can help please call Jewish Federation at 302 427 2100. 

More Classic Rocking! Photo by Brad Glazier 

Alternative Idea re photo activity: The commodities trading floor at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 

mailto:bpoole@lodgelane.org
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PIZZA                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew School Wednesdaysð  
 

March 11, 18, 25 

 

Discussion led by Rabbi Saks 6-7 pm 

  

PARSHA &  

 

Calling all 

MINYANAIRES 

(past and present)  
 

On May 17 2015 AKSE will celebrate and host the  

70th anniversary of Minyanaires! 
The reunion, beginning at 9 am, will feature the morning service led by current minyanaires, sumptuous 

breakfast, and former minyanaires speaking on their experiences.  

 

Over 100 former minyanaires attended the last reunion held in May of 2005.  

 

The reunion will also feature the recognition of the oldest Minyanaire and two and three generation 

Minyanaire families.  

 

We ask all former Minyanaires to call 302 762 2705 or email 

(office@akse.org) the AKSE office with your up-to-date contact infor-

mation to ensure that you receive an invitation to the celebration.  

 

Anyone else interested in attending should call and register. If you have 

specific questions, please contact Joel Panitz at 302 478 4726. 

 

 

Dear AKSE congregation: 

 
Thanks to the participation of AKSE 

and others, our school  

clothing drive has been very successful. 

We have collected over 1,000 pounds 

of clothes.  

Thanks again for all your help! 

 

Sincerely,  

PRIED 

 

 

TORAH STUDY WITH RABBI SAKS RETURNS  

IN MARCHð14, 21, 28 at 6 pm 
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Cooking program:   Gourmet on the Run  

Only one class remaining  

-ÁÒÃÈ ρψȡ ,ÉÎÄÁ 3ÃÈÒÅÉÂÅÒ Ǫ 7ÅÎÄÙ 3ÈÌÏÓÓÍÁÎ ÁÔ ,ÉÎÄÁ 3ÃÈÒÅÉÂÅÒͻÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ 

#ÏÓÔȡ Αρυ Ƞ #ÌÁÓÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÁÔ χ ÐȢÍȢ  ,ÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ρτ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 

FYI: Not the way your 

grandmother would have 

cooked 

  Shalom. My name is Mara Seidel 

A bit about me: I am a product of A.K.S.E. Hebrew School and graduate of Wilmington 
Gratz Hebrew High School. I made Aliyah to Israel after completing a 5 month 
professional internship program called Career Israel, run through a tourism program 
called The Israel Experience, where I volunteered with refugees from Darfur living in 
Tel Aviv.  
 
Following that I worked as a counselor on the Career Israel program for two years, 
where I aided and cared for over 200 participants coming from abroad to have a 
meaningful Israeli experience, as I did.  During that time, I started to lead educational 
tours for the participants, and enjoyed researching about the land of Israel and its rich 
history, plus the participants told me I was good at it, so I started looking into ways to 
learn more about Israel.  
 
I enrolled in the Ministry of Tourism two year tour guiding course in Jerusalem, where I 
attended lectures about history, religion, archaeology, geology, flora, fauna, Zionism, 

architecture and weekly trips around the entire country.  My classmates were a beautiful mix of Jews, Christians and 
Muslims from over 10 countries, complete with different life experiences and narratives. To me, this was the greatest gift I 
have given myself.  I got to explore and learn about this incredible country inside and out.   The more I learned, the more I 
realized how much I never knew, and the more I wanted to discover.   
 
The reason I signed up for the course was to widen my knowledge of the land of Israel, the place I call home.  And now that 
I have passed the licensing exam, I cannot wait to share the amazing stories and unbelievable history with others looking to 
discover Israel in new ways.   
 
Just as it is in Hadassah's mission to build an empowered Jewish community with an enduring Israel, I want to contribute to 
that by connecting people to Israel and excite them with the magic of the land.    
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to be in touch.  
 
Best,  
Mara 

Shalom all, 

 

Please note that we will be keeping Friday evening services at 6:00 pm through 

April. On May 2 we will move them to 6:30 pm and this will be the time for the 

summer season. This is what we did last year due to multiple requests from those 

that come regularly.  

 

Thanks 

Rabbi Saks 
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Dear AKSE Community: 

Are  transportation issues preventing you from attending synagogue events? We may be able to resolve that 

problem. There are members who might be able to provide transportation. Please call the office at 302 762 2705 

or email  office@akse.org and explain your situation and or transportation need. We will try and line up someone 

to help. This is not envisioned as a short notice or immediate problem solution, but rather a foreseen situation, 

where with phone calls and some planning a solution might be possible. Please let us know if we can help.  

  

AKSE Board of Governors  

mailto:office@akse.org

