April 30 - May 1, 2021
19 Iyar 5781

Shalom AKSE Congregants and Friends of AKSE:
The Parsha for this Shabbat is Emor. In his sermon, Rabbi
Saks explains how the theme of holiness relates to the
blasphemer in this Torah portion.
Tonight (Thursday) and tomorrow (Friday) is Lag B'Omer. We
are holding a virtual Shacharit service at 8 a.m. Also on
Friday, there will be a "Stuff the Bus" Food Drive to benefit
the Food Bank of Delaware at the Shoprite on Concord Pike.
This is an opportunity to donate nonperishable food items to
assist fellow Delawareans in need at this time. See details below.
We hope you can make time on Mothers' Day (Sunday, May 9) for a pre-Shavuot lecture
with singing presented by Cantor Redfern from 5 to 6 p.m. Learn about some of the
special music of the holiday. See details below.
As I mentioned last week, we are excited to be planning in-person services for both
days of Shavuot, outdoors in the parking lot adjacent to our building. See details
below, including how to sign up. Complete details are in the May Shofar, which is now
available online here. We mailed the hard copy Shofar to congregants this week via firstclass mail, so we can hope the post office gets it to you in a timely manner.
Finally, Rabbi Saks is now available for and welcomes in-person meetings in his office. To
schedule a meeting, please contact him at stevensaks5@gmail.com or 302-494-7928 or
through the shul office.

Shabbat Shalom v'Chag Sameach!

Alan

A_Bleier@verizon.net

VIRTUAL EVENTS THIS WEEK
Friday, April 30 at 8 a.m. -- Shacharit (Lag B'Omer)
Friday, April 30 at 6 p.m. -- Kabbalat Shabbat, Torah reading (1st Aliyah), D'var Torah

Saturday, May 1 at 9 p.m. -- Ma'ariv, Havdalah
Wednesday, May 5 -- Parsha & Pizza--Mincha at 5:45 p.m., class at 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 6 -- History class--Dead Sea Scrolls-- Mincha at 5:45 p.m., class at 6
p.m.
Connection to all AKSE events is the same - either of two options:
1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet, or smartphone
Click on this link to join Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362
2) Phone
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362

OUTDOOR MINCHA SERVICE
Tuesdays, May 4, 11, 18* and 25 at 3:30 p.m.
Join us for a socially distanced outdoor Mincha service at the Siegel JCC. We will be
gathering in the parking lot past the swimming pool.
If you would like to sit during the service, please bring a lawn chair or other portable chair;
also, please bring a siddur. Due to COVID-19, social distancing and mask wearing will be
enforced.
If you plan to attend, please let Rabbi Saks know by texting or phoning him at 302-4947928 or emailing him at stevensaks5@gmail.com. That way we can ensure a minyan
and also inform you of any changes due to weather. A decision will be made by 12 noon
on the day of the service in case of inclement weather.
*Please note that on May 18, the second day of Shavuot, the Mincha service will
take place in the parking lot outside our building at 2412 Pennsylvania Avenue.

OUTDOOR SHAVUOT SERVICES
Monday and Tuesday, May 17 and 18 at 10 a.m.
Great News! We are planning in-person morning
services on both days of Shavuot. These services will
be held outdoors in the parking lot adjacent to our
2412 Pennsylvania Avenue building. The services will
be socially distanced, with face masks required, and
will be shortened to 90 minutes to limit exposure. If
needed, we will move the service indoors to Miller Hall,
the social hall in Immanuel Church.
Our Health Committee recommends that we limit the number of attendees to 35 for each
service, based on the available outdoor space. Therefore, an attendance-request process
will be utilized to accommodate the most AKSE congregants over the two-day holiday.
Because it may be necessary to limit an individual’s attendance either to Day 1 or to Day 2
of Shavuot, the Yizkor service will be held on both days.

How to Sign Up:
Contact the Office by telephone (302-762-2705) or email (office@akse.org). Clearly
provide the following information:

1. Your preference for Day 1 or Day 2 (please select only one),
2. Whether you would like to attend both days, if space is available,
3. The names of individuals from your household included in your attendance request, and
4. Your telephone number or email address at which AKSE should inform you of your
application’s acceptance or non-acceptance.
Application Deadline: 2 PM Monday, May 10, 2021
We will contact you with the decision on your attendance request no later than 2 PM
Wednesday, May 12.

What to Bring:
The following for your personal use, if possible: Lawn or folding chair, Face mask, Head
covering, Tallit, Yizkor book (Siddurim will be provided). Please arrive by 9:45 a.m. to
allow time for set up.
Read complete details beginning on page 1 of the May Shofar here.

SHABBAT - APRIL 30 & MAY 1, 2021

19 IYAR 5781

Candle lighting 7:37 P.M.

Havdalah 8:39 P.M.

Sidrah of the Week
EMOR
Lev. 21:1 - 24:23
Stone - p. 672

Haftorah
Ezekiel 44:15 - 31
Stone - p. 1176

SHABBAT SERMON FROM RABBI SAKS
The Pure Versus the Practical
The blasphemer: Who was at fault, the individual or the community? View Rabbi Saks'
sermon here.

YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES
This week we observe the Yahrzeit of the following individuals:
April 30 - Ida Braverman, Morton Brown, Mendel Gordon, Bertha Stuzin,
Abraham Tenenbaum
May 1 - Dan Berry, Bertram Jacobs
May 2 - Benjamin Fink, Mildred Frankfurt

May 3 - Sydney Balick, Florence Chavin, Betty Cutler, Rabbi Leonard B. Gewirtz,
Minnie Kessler, Norma Lessin, Ida Schuman
May 4 - Mary Frankfurt, Jacob B. Kaplan
May 5 - Jack Marshall, Fannie Vittes
May 6 - Isaac Hoffman, Lester Jacobs, Edward Jaffe, Shirley Levy, Louis Segal,
Abraham Seidel, Florence Lillian Stiebel
May their memory be for a blessing.

STUFF THE BUS FOOD DRIVE FOR FOOD BANK OF DELAWARE
Friday, April 30 from 9 AM to 4 PM

THE SPECIAL MUSIC OF SHAVUOT
Cantor Yehoshua Redfern
Sunday, May 9 at 5 PM
Cantor Redfern will present another Jewish
Music ZOOM lecture in anticipation of the
holiday of Shavuot, which takes place
Sunday night May 16 through Tuesday
evening May 18. The Cantor will discuss and
sing some of the music unique to the holiday.

The presentation will include several fascinating topics, including the special
Akdamut melody utilized in the Festival Evening Kiddush, the distinctive
chanting of the Ten Commandments on the first day of Shavuot, and the
chanting of the Book of Ruth on the Second Day of the festival.

Register here to receive Zoom link.

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS
History Course via Zoom by Rabbi Saks
Thursdays at 6 PM
If you missed previous lectures, you can view them here:
- Lecture 1 (Introduction)
- Lecture 2 (Scandal and Publication)
- Lecture 3 (The Manual of Discipline)
- Lecture 4 (Historical Backdrop)
- Lecture 5 (Sects of the Second Temple)
- Lecture 6 (The Qumran Site)
- Lecture 7 (The Rabbinic System)
- Lecture 8 (The Cairo Geniza)
- Lecture 9 (Pesher Texts)
- Lecture 10 (The War Scroll)
- Lecture 11 (Qumran Manuscripts)

- Lecture 12 (Vision for a New Temple)
- Lecture 13 (Daily Life)
The Dead Sea Scrolls provide us with an invaluable window into the Judaism of the latter
Second Temple Period. This is the Judaism from which modern Judaism and Christianity
were born.
Based on the lecture series of Professor Lawrence Schiffman:
The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Truth Behind the Mystique.
Regularly on Thursdays at 6 PM. Lecture subjects are:

The Qumran Library
Scandal and Publication
Sects of the Second Temple
The Halachic letter and the Sect’s
Founding
The Qumran Sect
Women and the Dead Sea Sect
Beliefs of the Sect
Biblical Interpretation
The Torah During the Second Temple
The Messiah and the End of Time
The Temple Scroll
The Scrolls, Judaism and Christianity
Controversial Messianic Text
The Scrolls Today

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS IN DELAWARE ALL ADULTS 16 AND OVER
Delaware's vaccination program now includes all
adults 16 and over.
You can go to Delaware (COVID-19) Vaccination
Info for information about where to get a vaccine.
There are three possible places to get the vaccine in
Delaware: public vaccination events, pharmacies, and doctors. You can
sign up for a vaccination event here. Signing up places you on a waiting list.
You will then receive an invitation when an appointment is available.
Here are the links for several pharmacies currently giving COVID vaccines:
Walgreens
Giant Pharmacy
CVS Pharmacy
See other pharmacy options here. Please know that you may need to try
several times to find available appointments, so please be patient.
You can also contact your doctor to ask whether he/she is offering vaccinations
or can help direct you to where to get vaccinated.

Here are two websites that can help you identify locations near you with
available vaccine appointments: vaccinefinder.org/search/ and
vaccinespotter.org/DE/. Please note that the following individuals are also
helping those eligible for the vaccine to schedule appointments. You can
email them and leave your name, date of birth, and best phone number to
contact you:
Katie Glazier (Siegel JCC) katieglazier@siegeljcc.org
Gail Weinberg gailberk@comcast.net
Lena Elzufon ljelzufon@gmail.com

The May 2021 SHOFAR is now
available online.
Click here to view it in its entirety.
Office Hours
Our office hours are 10 AM to 2 PM Monday to Thursday. During these times at least one
of our office staff will be in the office and respond promptly to emails
(office@AKSE.org and bookkeeper@AKSE.org) and phone calls (302-762-2705).

Shop at Amazon and Earn Money for AKSE
Visit the AKSE website and scroll down to the "Shop at Amazon" link. Once this link is
clicked, any purchases you make from Amazon will earn AKSE 4%-10% of your
purchase total! See the AKSE website for further instruction. Let your friends and family
know how easily they too can raise funds for AKSE!

Purchase Gift Cards and Support AKSE
It's FAST ..... It's FUN ..... It's EASY. AKSE receives 5% of the
face value of the gift card and it does not cost you a penny
extra!
Gift Cards Available:
ShopRite, ACME, Super G ($50, $100 denominations),
Please see details here.
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