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Vol. XLI I No. 2                                      THE NEWS OF DELAWAREôS                            OCTOBER  2014 
 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

 

 

EREV (EVENING OF) YOM KIPPUR 

Friday, October 3, 2014 

Candle Lighting before                           6:22 PM 

Fast begins                                             6:39 PM 

Kol Nidre                        PROMPTLY at 6:45 PM 
 

Sermon: ñYou will leave here tonight being 

Shomer Shabbat!!ò  
 

YOM KIPPUR 

Saturday, October 4, 2014 

Birchot Hashachar                                   8:00 AM 

Shacharit                                                   8:30 AM 

Torah Service                                         10:00 AM 

Sermon  :  ñThe Disturbing Pew Study, How to 

respondΚέ                                                             11:00 AM            

 Youth Services                 11:30 AM - 12:45 PM 

Yizkor Memorial Service                        11:45 AM 

Musaf Service                                         12:30 PM 
 

Rabbiôs Teach-In                                     3:00 PM 

Mincha Service                                         4:45 PM 

Neôilah                                                        6:00 PM 

Sounding of the Shofar &  

   Maôariv Service                                      7:20 PM 

Break the Fast                                          7:35 PM  

 

EVENING OF (EREV) SUCCOT 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

  

  Mincha/Maôariv  Service                     6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting                               6:15 PM 
  

FIRST AND SECOND DAYS OF SUCCOT 
Thursday, October  9, and  Friday , October  10,  2014 

  

  Shacharit                                             9:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv Service                       6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting:  Thursday, after    7:12 PM 
  Candle Lighting:  Friday,                 6:12 PM 
  

HOSHANAH RABBAH 
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 

  

  Shacharit                                             7:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv Service                       6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting                               6:04 PM 

  

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Thursday, October 16, 2014 

  Shacharit                                             9:00 AM 
  Yizkor Memorial Service                 10:30 AM 
  Mincha Service                                    6:15 PM 
  Maôariv  Hakafot                                7:00 PM          
  Candle Lighting  after                      7:02 PM 
 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
Friday, October 17, 2014 

  Shacharit                                              9:00 AM 
  Hakafot                                                10:00 AM 
  Mincha/Maôariv     Service                   6:00 PM 
  Candle Lighting                                6:01 PM 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  

Join us for AKSEõs 7th annual Break the Fast.  
Share some moments at the synagogue with 
your fellow congregants.  

 

Break the fast with your  
Adas Kodesch family.  

 

Sisterhood and Menôs Club  

There is no fee for the Break the Fast,  

but monetary contributions  

to defray expenses would be appreciated. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

4412 Washington Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19802-1226 

 

Synagogue Office (302) 762-2705 
E-mail to office@akse.org 
FAX (302) 762-3236 

Delaware Community Hebrew School 
(302) 762-3618 

AKSE Website  www.akse.org 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
Gail Weinberg, Educational  Director 

 

OFFICERS 
Jonathan Jaffe,  President 

 

Max Rosenberg, Executive VP 
 

Neil Rosen, VP Finance 
 

Harriet Ainbinder 
VP Education 

 

Vivian Goldberg 
VP Religious Affairs 

 

Wendy Shlossman, VP Administration 
 

 Dan Berry, VP Facilities 
 

Lena Elzufon & Dianne Seidel 
VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 
 

Brad Glazier 
VP Ways & Means 

 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 
 
 
 

Sharon Berry & Eleanor Weinglass 
Secretary 

 

Dan Berry & Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club Presidents 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood President 
 

STAFF 
Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Arlene Mac Laren, Office Assistant 

Carol Burg, Bookkeeper 

 

Cliff Packer 

Andrew  Davis 

Maintenance 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 

Jonathan Jaffe, Shofar Editor 
E-mail to shofar@akse.org 

Thoughts on Parshat Noach  

Imagine a World Without  
 Nations and Religions.  

No Thank You.  
 

Rabbi Steven Saks  

 

What sin did the builders of the Tower of Babel 
commit?  From the account in Genesis it is unclear: 
the action of the builders could be construed as a 
pious attempt to bridge the gap between the heavens 
and earth.  Furthermore, the builders of the tower 

demonstrated the ability to work together, unlike the 
generation of the flood, and therefore were not 
destroyed, as Rashi points out.   Yet, it is clear that 
G-d is not pleased with the construction of this 
tower and therefore disperses the people and causes 
them to speak in seventy languages instead of one 

(the holy tongue according to Rashi).  Why?  
There is an opinion in the Talmud Yerushalmi, 

Megillah 1:11, 71b, which suggests that even before 
the flood seventy languages were spoken amongst 
the inhabitants of the world.  This opinion is based 
on Gen. 10:5, which comments that Noahõs 

descendants, who are the ancestors of the worldõs 
seventy nations, lived in their separate lands 
speaking their own languages.  

If we follow this view of the Talmud, we can 
now make sense of the sin of Babel.  The builders of 
the tower (located near ancient Accad, the worldõs 

first territorial empire) were imperialists who were 
only able to build magnificent structures by 
subjugating others.  In fact this was a common 
imperial practice in the ancient Near East.  An 
inscription of the Assyrian emperor Sargon the 
Second states that, òPopulations of the four quarters 

of the world with strange tongues and incompatible 
speech . . . whom I had taken as spoils at the 
command of Ashur my lord by the might of my 
scepter, I caused to accept a single voice.ó 

Furthermore, there is a similarity in language 
between the builders of the tower and the great 

(Continued on page 3) 



SHOFAR       3 OCTOBER,  2014 

 

imperialistic oppressor, Pharaoh (see 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and 
Conversation: Parshat Noach 5772).  
The builders declare, òCome,  let us  

build ourselves a city and a tower . . . 
lest  we be scattered over the face of 

the earthó (Gen. 11: 4). Pharaoh 
declares, òCome, let us  deal wisely 
with them, lest  they increase so 

muchó (Ex. 1: 10).    
In light of this similarity, we can 

view G -dõs dispersion of Babel and 

confusing of her peopleõs languages as 
an act of liberation that returned the 
world to its pre -imperial state.  

Though oppressive empires are 
dangerous, so too is anarchy as 
witnessed by the corruption and 

violence which ravaged the world 
before the flood.  The Book of Judges 
lays the groundwork for the Israelite 
monarchy by concluding, òThere was 
no king in Israel and everyone did as 
he pleasedó (Judges, 21:25).   

The flood account teaches us 
that order is needed and the 
dispersion account reminds us that, 

(Continued from page 2) though governance is needed, it should 

not be used as a tool to subjugate 
minorities and stifle individuality.    

John Lennon asked us to imagine 
a world without countries or religion. 
While that may sound ideal to some, 
unfortunately, in practicality this 

utopian dream would leave us with the 
Tower of Babel.  Do we really want to 
live in a society that doesnõt allow 
room for distinctions among nations?  
Imagine if there had never been an 
Israel that taught the world not to 

oppress the orphan, widow and 
stranger or that the ruler is not above 
the law.  Imagine that there was not a 
United States leading the world 
against ISIS (ISIL) in its attempt to 
establish a brutal Caliphate.  That is 

certainly not a world we would want to 
live in and that is not the kind of world 
G-d wants us to build.  
 
Kol Tuv,  

 

Rabbi Steven Saks 



 4       SHOFAR OCTOBER   2014 

 

 

 
Sisterhood Calendar 
  
Saturday, October 4, 2014                     7th Annual Break the Fast (after the Shofar blast) 
 
Tuesday, October 21, 2014                    Boscovs Friends Helping Friends Day 
                                                              (Sisterhood will be selling passes) 
 
Friday, November 7, 2014                        Friday night Shabbat Dinner 
 
Sunday, November 23, 2014                   Local Artist Art Auction   
 
Friday, December 12, 2014                     Friday night Shabbat Dinner 
 
Saturday, January 24, 2015                    Oldies but Goodies Dance ïCommunity Event  
 
Sunday, February 22, 2015                     Combined Menôs Club/SisterhoodðSpeaker                  
                                                                       Event                                                    
 
Friday, March 13, 2015                             Friday night Shabbat Dinner 
 
Sunday, May 3, 2015                                Sisterhood Closing Event 

When you read this message we will have hit and hopefully surpassed the 100 mark in Sisterhood 
members.  We are glad to have back all of our repeat members and give a special welcome to all of 
our new members, including quite a few who are non-members of AKSE.  These women may belong 
to other synagogues in town, but they see the worth in joining our wonderful Sisterhood.  A big thank 
you to the 14 families who bought 101 bottles of honey to sweeten the New Year for friends and family 
and for sweetening our treasury with over $250 of profit!  Don't forget that Boscovs Friends Helping 
Friends coupons are available for purchase in the office. 
 
We had a very successful Welcome Back Brunch with close to 50 attendees thanks to our dynamic 
duo of Sharon Berry and Cathy Vinograd (and their spouses Dan & Moishe too), who along with their 
committee planned and prepared all the food.  Another terrific twosome and cute couple Ellen and 
Michael Feingold gave a wonderful presentation about healthy eating and shopping that is sure to 
change our eating habits! 
 
REMEMBER TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR VERY SPECIAL LOCAL ARTISTS AUCTION 
ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2014 FROM 6:00-9:00 PM!! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you when you join our AKSE family for the Break the Fast this year. 
G'mar Chatimah Tovah,  May you be written and sealed for a good year, 
 

Sylvia Wagman & family 
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Thank you to the following for their generous 
contributions to Sisterhood.  These contributions 
will be used to offset our expenses for our Break 
the Fast: 
 

Mitzi Echt  

Ellen Feingold 

Marilyn Harwick 

Barbara Longwill  

Israel Abate Luft 

Rhonda Shulman 

Andrea Tinianow  
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SISTERHOOD WELCOME BACK BRUNCH         photos by Sylvia and Mark Wagman 


