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TIME TO ORDER YOUR ROSH HASHANAH HONEY!!! 
 
Send Rosh Hashanah greetings with honey to 
] Fellow AKSE members (details on page 8) 

] Non-member family and friends (details on page 9) 
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FIRST CONGREGATION                        

A SUMMER OF CHANGE, RESILIENCE, AND RENEWAL 

WELCOME TO MARTIN COHN,  
AS HE BECOMES PRESIDENT OF AKSE ON JULY 1 

 
Martinôs introductory remarks can be found on page 5. 

 
OTHER LEADERSHIP CHANGES ARE: 
Alan Bleier becomes Executive VP 
Max Rosenberg becomes VP Finance 

Melissa Brodsky becomes VP Membership 
 

Other officers are continuing in their current roles. 
 

Please give your thanks and support to the new leadership team.   

Rabbi Saks, after 14 years at AKSE, has announced his resignation.  
He has accepted a position at a congregation on Long Island. His last Shabbat with us will be Aug. 6. 
We wish Rabbi Saks and his family all the best in this new chapter of their lives.  
 
A Rabbi Search Committee, co-chaired by Alan Goldberg and Mark Wagman, has begun its planning 
and activities. Planning is also underway for the High Holidays and for continuity of operations upon 
Rabbi Saksô departure. Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks and months. 

 
 
 
 
The AKSE Education Committee is beginning an exciting new program, called Torah 
Talks, on Shabbat mornings. See details on page 11. 
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ADAS KODESCH  
SHEL EMETH 

 

2412 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 

 
 

Synagogue Office 302-762-2705 
 
 

E-mail to office@AKSE.org 
AKSE Website  www.AKSE.org 

 
 
 

Steven Saks, Rabbi 

Yehoshua Redfern, Cantor 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Martin Cohn, President 

Alan Bleier, Executive VP 

Max Rosenberg, VP Finance 

Harriet Ainbinder, VP Education 

Vivian Goldberg, VP Religious Affairs 

Dianne Seidel, VP Administration 

Melissa Brodsky, VP Membership 

Mark Wagman, VP Community Affairs 

Open, VP Ways & Means 

Jeff Seidel, Treasurer 

David Epstein, Secretary 

 

Len Seltzer 
 

Menôs Club President 
 
 

Sylvia Wagman 
 

Sisterhood Advisor 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Sharon Marshall, Office Manager  

Kathleen Taylor, Bookkeeper 

 

The Shofar is published 11 months: 
September through July/August. 

 
 

Jonathan Jaffe ï Mark Wagman 
Shofar Co-Editors 

E-mail to shofar@AKSE.org 

Rabbi Saksô Message 
 

 
 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 

One of the most popular television shows ever was Cheers. Why 
was Cheers so popular? It has been suggested that what people loved 
about Cheers is that it was ña place where everybody knows your 
nameò as its theme song suggests. We all want to find a place where 
everyone knows our name.  

The world's first couple demonstrates the importance of 
knowing someone's name. When confronted by God for eating the 
forbidden fruit, Adam blamed his wife, arguing that haôIsha (the 
woman) that God had given him, had set him up by giving him the 
forbidden fruit. Note that Adamôs displeasure with his wife was made 
apparent by his frigid reference to his wife as ñthe woman.ò According 
to rabbinic tradition, Adam separated himself from his wife after being 
expelled from Gan Eden (the Garden of Eden) because he blamed her 
for the banishment. Yet, after the expulsion Adam no longer referred to 
his wife as ñthe womanò but denoted his affection for her by giving her 
an actual name, Chava (Eve). In other words, the giving of an actual 
name ñChava,ò as opposed to referring to her generically as ñthe 
womanò denotes that the relationship had been repaired, as evidenced 
by the couple's decision to start a family. 

The name Adam gave his wife also signifies that he had learned 
to value his wife. We are told that he named her Chava because she ñis 
the mother of all living things,ò which she would soon become. 
However, ñChavaò denotes a giver of wisdom (see Psalm 19). In other 
words, what Adam is saying is that he doesnôt only see Chava as a 
potential mother, but someone he can learn from as well. Instead of 
blaming her, he has now come to appreciate her in her totality, as a life 
giver and teacher.    

This biblical episode demonstrates the power of using a name. 
When we use someone's name when speaking to an individual, we are 
on a base level conveying that the person is important to us because we 
have made the effort to know who he/she is. Learning about who 
someone is allows us to appreciate the person in totality, for who they 
truly are.  

As I prepare to move on to the next stage of my professional 
life, I would like to say that it has been my honor and privilege to ñlearn 
your nameò over the last 14 years. My experience at Adas Kodesch Shel 
Emeth has truly enhanced my life. 

 
Todah Rabah vô Lôhitraot (thank you and until we see each other again), 
 

 
Rʨʪˋʒ Sɾˏʁˏʘ Sʨkʟ  
stevensaks5@gmail.com   
302-494-7928 

mailto:stevensaks5@gmail.com
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HOW TO CONNECT TO ALL AKSE VIRTUAL EVENTS 
(unless indicated otherwise) 

Two options: 
 

1) Video and Audio on PC, tablet or smartphone 
Click on or type this link in browser and follow directions to join Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6280813362  
 

2) Phone 
Dial in to +1 646-558-8656 and input Meeting ID: 628 081 3362 

SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, 7/6 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Friday, 7/29 at 8 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh AV) 

Wednesday, 8/3 at 4 PMðChug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club) 

Saturday, 8/6 at 8:43 PMðHavdallah followed by Eicha/Kinot with in-
person service (Tisha BôAv) 

Sunday, 8/7 at 9 AMðShacharit with in-person service (Tisha BôAv) 

Sunday, 8/7 at 7:30 PMðMincha/Maôariv with in-person service (Tisha 
BôAv) 

Sunday, 8/28 at 9 AMðShacharit/Hallel (Rosh Chodesh ELUL) 

ONGOING VIRTUAL EVENTS 
 

NO Parsha & Pizza in July and August 

Fridays at 6:30 PMðMincha and Kabbalat Shabbat with in-person 
service until Mizmor Shir LôShabbat (7/1, 7/15, 8/5) 

Saturday NightsðHavdallah with in-person service (7/2 at 9:16 PM, 7/16 
at 9:11 PM, 8/6 at 8:43 PM followed by Eicha/Kinot) 
 
NOTE that Zoom coverage for Kabbalat Shabbat and Havdallah will 
only be available on the 3 Shabbatot when Rabbi Saks is here. 

AKSE ZOOM EVENTS FOR JULY/AUGUST 
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TUESDAY MINCHA SERVICEðRAIN OR SHINE!!! 
Join us for these weekly get-togethers in JULY & AUGUST 

We are grateful to our friends at the Siegel JCC for providing an indoor space so that we can 
continue our Tuesday Mincha service even when the weather is bad. 
 
Here are the particulars: 
DayðTuesdaysðJULY 5, 12, 19, 26, AUGUST 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (Timeð3:30 PM) 
LOCATION: Siegel JCC Kehillah Lounge (formerly called the Senior Lounge)  
or the adjacent courtyard (weather permitting).  
 

Please note that, when we are indoors, mask wearing is required, just as it is required in our 
own building.  

SHABBAT TORAH 
READING SCHEDULE  

7/2 Partnership Minyan 
7/9 Cantor Redfern 
7/16 AKSE Men 
7/23 Cantor Redfern 
7/30 Cantor Redfern 

AKSE IN-PERSON SERVICES FOR JULY & AUGUST 
 

Shabbat Servicesñevery Shabbat 
FridayñKabbalat Shabbat  6:30 PM 
SaturdayñShacharit at 9 AM 
SaturdayñMincha/Torah Study/Maõariv/Havdallah 
(7/2 at 8:15 PM; 7/9 at 8:10 PM; 7/16 at 8:10 PM; 
7/23 at 8:05 PM; 7/30 at 7:55 PM; 8/6 at 7:20 PM; 
8/13 at 7:40 PM; 8/20 at 7:30 PM; 8/27 at 7:20 PM) 
 

Every Thursday at 9 AM 
Shacharit with Torah reading 
 
Fast of Tammuz (Fast begins at 4:07 AM and ends at 9:06 PM) 
Shacharitñ7/17 at 9 AM 
Mincha/Maõarivñ7/17 at 8 PM 
 
Tisha BõAv (Fast begins at 8:10 PM on 8/6 and ends at 8:44 PM on 8/7) 
Havdalah followed by Eicha and Kinotñ8/6 at 8:43 PM 
Shacharitñ8/7 at 9 AM 
Mincha/Maõarivñ8/7 at 7:30 PM 
 
Safety Guidelines: Mask wearing is mandatory at indoor services for all attendees. Masks should 
cover the nose and mouth and fit snugly. ALL attendees must provide proof of full vaccination 
(new standard for full vaccination was detailed in a mailing to congregants). The Health 
Committee must approve any medical exemptions in advance. Any changes in the guidelines will 
be communicated in email blasts and be posted at the entrance to our building. 

8/6 AKSE Men 
8/13 Cantor Redfern 
8/20 Cantor Redfern 
8/27 Cantor Redfern 

Join us for a  
Partnership Minyan 

 

Saturday,  
July 2 
at 9 AM 

 

Parshat Korach 
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Dear Fellow Congregants: 

     As the new president of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, I am taking this opportunity to 
introduce myself. My wife, Lorraine, and I moved to Wilmington from Long Island 
three years ago, when we retired. We chose Wilmington, because we were looking to 
escape Long Island taxes and traffic, yet be in close proximity to Philadelphia, where 
we could enjoy big city amenities. We joined AKSE because my cousin Bob Weiner is 
a member and recommended that we join. 
 
      It quickly became apparent to me that the members of our synagogue have impressive professional and 
synagogue skills. My characterization of our members is that we are: friendly, interesting, and fun. It is the 
unique activities of: Caf® Tamar, Chug Ivri, the Menôs Choir, and AKSE Academy that we have at AKSE that 
led me to this opinion. Our talented membership allows us to conduct portions of our own services, read our 
holy texts, and teach Hebrew and Torah Trope. There are also other activities that I havenôt yet experienced due 
to the Covid restrictions like: Menôs Club dinners, lectures and Gala dances, which I hope will be resumed in 
the near future. Although, I regret that our rabbi will soon leave us for other employment, I know that it is 
primarily our members that are the source of our strength. 
 
      There are people moving into the Wilmington area all the time. I believe that if we can get the word out to 
Jewish newcomers about our membership and activities, then we could add to our membership and secure our 
future. 

Shalom,     

Martin       

martin.cohn@ymail.com 

Presidentôs Message 

REFLECTING ON MY 14 YEARS AT AKSE 
 
If you were to ask me what I am most proud of over my 14-year tenure as the 
spiritual leader of AKSE, I would sum it up in a word: ñtransition.ò 
 
The prospect of selling our home on Washington Blvd. was frightening. However, 
when I pointed out that families move and remain together as a family, people 
rallied around the concept. After all, AKSE is an extended family.  
 

The reason why the 10 northern tribes of Israel disappeared in exile while the two southern tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin survived was because the latter figured out how to transition as an extended family. In other words, 
necessity taught them how to make Judaism portable.  
 
We too have learned to make Judaism portable, navigating two changes of location and finally landing at our 
new permanent home. By the time the pandemic began, we were experienced in navigating change and 
successfully managed the challenge. The fact that you at AKSE have been able to navigate past changes gives 
me confidence that you will be able to navigate future changes and continue to thrive.  
 
May Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth be blessed with continued success! 
Thank you for giving me the honor of serving as your rabbi. 
 
Lôhitraot (until we see each other again), 

Rabbi Steven Saks   
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Dear Fellow Congregants: 
 
This article summarizes key issues addressed at our recent Annual Meeting. For 
background, please consult the information distributed in a mailing prior to the 
meeting and the recently mailed written reports. I also give updates on Physical 
Security and the pandemic level. 
 
General State-of-AKSE: Reviewed at Annual Meeting, June 15. We made good 
progress over the past year despite a two-month Covid-induced interruption in our 
efforts to maintain in-person events. Since our previous Annual Meeting, AKSE has had a wide 
variety of offerings. 
 
Weekly, in-person Shabbat, Thursday Shacharit, and Tuesday Mincha services have been held since 
June 2021 with only one Covid-based gap from early January through February. Outside this period, 
services for Yom Tovim were held, including for the High Holidays, and so were two community 
Pesach Seders. 
 
In August, the AKSE BBQ was a popular event. It was very successful, being well-attended, providing 
for a fun-filled afternoon during which everyone reveled in the joy of being together. Soon after the 
High Holidays, we set up our new Sukkah, which we used for many events deep into Fall and long 
after the end of Sukkot. 
 
Parsha & Pizza, facilitated by Rabbi Saks and jointly facilitated in Fall 2021 with Pastor Nelms of 
Immanuel Church, was an ongoing class, as have been Eleanor Weinglassô Hebrew class, and Karen 
Mossô Torah Reading class. Chug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club), led by Sylvia Wagman and Ed 
Zukoff, has been an online event throughout the year. 
 
Rabbi Saksô online course, History of Jewish Thought, comprised 21 weekly classes. It was 
informative and well-received. Cantor Redfern conducted two programs online. They were (1) Cantor 
Seymour Rockoff: Famous Cantor, Lyricist, Composer & Cantor Sherwood Goffin: Famous Cantor, 
Composer, Entertainer and (2) Unique Chanting of Megillat (Scroll) Esther. 
 
Three movies were made available for streaming online this year: (1) Welcome to Kutshers, (2) On 
the Banks of the Tigris, and (3) Why the Jews? Each was followed the next day by an online 
discussion led, respectively, by Faith Brown, Irene Plotzker, and Art Moss. We thank Lisa Elliott for 
obtaining the movies and enabling us to view them. 
 
Mara Seidel Apelstein gave an online talk on how Tel Aviv went from a desert town to a leading city. 
The talk was shared with Temple Beth Shalom of Brigantine, NJ. In turn, this synagogue responded 
with a talk on the extensive Jewish role in the creation of rock ôn roll by Rabbi Lance J. Sussman and 
Joan Myerson Shrager. We thank Lena Elzufon for being our liaison to Temple Beth Shalom. 
 
We also hosted the Latke-vs-Hamantash Debate, which gave us all an afternoon of fun as David 
Brown, Jonathan Jaffe, Anne Saks, and Scott Slomowitz argued forcefully and humorously for their 
favorite. We thank David Epstein for singing some ñIrishò Purim songs during the debate, in 
recognition of the coincidence of Purim and St. Patrickôs Day this year. 
 
 

Physical Security Committee. AKSE prepared an application to FEMA, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, for funding under the competitive Non-Profit Security Grant Program. The 

(Continued on page 7) 

Outgoing Presidentôs Message 
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federal program is administered in Delaware by DEMA, who scores the application and, if warranted, 
formally submits its key section to FEMA. We are grateful to Robin Rattner, a grant writer who served 
as consultant for the preparation of the application. On behalf of Adas Kodesch, I submitted our 
proposal to DEMA on May 26, 2022. 
 
I am pleased to report that early on June 16, DEMA informed me that our proposal was uploaded to 
FEMA. We made it through the first gate - yeah! By Labor Day, weôll know the result of FEMAôs 
review. 
 
I have served as the Chair of the Security Committee. The following individuals joined me in this 
effort: Lidia Ini, Jonathan Jaffe, Ron Makar, Scott Slomowitz, Kathleen Taylor, and Sylvia Wagman. 
Mark Wagman and Mel Zussman also supplied information to the Team. Our submission was 
genuinely a team product. Thank you all - I am grateful for your participation. Further, I thank Brad 
Glazier, who one year ago informed me of this federal grant program. This is the first year AKSE has 
been eligible to apply. 
 
Health Committee Guidelines. AKSEôs Covid-19 guidelines continue unchanged. Whereas the 
policy has appeared in the Shofar, I continue to receive inquiries about it: 
 

¶ Each individual who attends indoor assemblies must supply proof to AKSE of 3-shot Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccination. 

¶ If the first COVID-19 vaccine was made by Johnson & Johnson, and a second shot of mRNA vaccine (Pfizer 
or Moderna) was received at least 2 months later, this two-dose regimen will also be considered acceptable 
as ñfull vaccination.ò 

¶ Proof of ñfull vaccinationò needs to be submitted only once using one of the five (5) methods outlined in my 
letter dated February 17, 2022 that was mailed to congregants. 

¶ AKSE will permit physical forms of proof to be carried and shown during Shabbat, as per the guidance by 
Rabbi Saks - Please, no digital proof on Shabbat or Yom Tov. 

¶ Unvaccinated or incompletely vaccinated individuals will not be granted entry to our indoor assemblies 
without a medical exemption pre-approved by the Health Committee. 

 

As of this articleôs writing, the 7-day average positivity rate in New Castle County is above 13%. The 
CDC assigns a level of ñmediumò to NCC, down from the ñhighò level in mid-June. 
 
Board of Governors Monthly Meetings. Generally, these are held online via Zoom on the 2

nd
 

Tuesday of each month. Start time is 7:30 PM. The FY 2022-2023 schedule is: 

Each member in good standing is welcome to attend and to express your views. 

 

(Continued from page 6) Outgoing Presidentôs Message 
 

(Continued on page 14) 

Scheduled Board Meetings - All are on Federation Calendar  

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 Tuesday, January 10, 2023   

Tuesday, August 9, 2022 Tuesday, February 7, 2023   

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 Tuesday, March 7, 2023   

Tuesday, October 11, 2022       

Tuesday, November 8, 2022 Tuesday, May 9, 2023   

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 Tuesday, June 6, 2023 (1st Tuesday)   

 Congregational Meeting - Wednesday, June 14, 2023 

Tuesday, April 11, 2023 
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Members of our AKSE family  

Take advantage 

of this 

wonderful 

opportunity to 

send sweet 

Rosh Hashanah 

greetings to 

members of our 

AKSE family  

For those unable 

to order online, or 

for any other 

questions, please 

contact:  
Sylvia Wagman at  

srwag8@comcast.net  

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Sisterhood invites  

you to send New Yearõs greetings to 

 

                             For a donation of just $118, your                    
                        Rosh Hashanah greetings will  
                        accompany a jar of h oney  
                        sent to every AKSE member.           
                        This is similar to the way  
                        Sisterhood ha d been sending  
                        Purim greetings for many  
                        years.  
                      
                         The recipient will receive one   
                          jar of honey along with a   
                         letter containing the names &  
                       message s of all the contributors.  
                     
Another option is to send greetings to 
individual AKSE members for th e reduced 
cost of $ 5 per greeting. Again, the recipient 
will receive one jar of honey along with a letter 
listing all the greetings.  
 
You can order through a  personal link in an 
email that you will receive soon . There will be  
easy step -by-step directions t o place your 
order and even personalize it with your own 
greeting.  
 
Remember, this project is for sending 
greetings/honey to AKSE members only.  
 

 

Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
fellow AKSE members: 
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Wish family, friends and business 
associates a Sweet & Happy New Year! 

Send the sweetest of all Rosh Hashanah greetings! 
 

FREE shipping through August 1st* 

Just in time for Rosh Hashanah, we will ship an 8 oz jar of 
Kosher clover honey with a personalized card reading: 

 

Ȱ3ÈÁÎÁ 4ÏÖÁ - Wishing you a Healthy and 
(ÁÐÐÙ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȢȱ - signed with your name. 

 

Cost is $13.00 per jar.  
Order by August 1st for free shipping within the U.S. 

Additional fees apply for international orders.* 
 

Ordering is quick and easy!  Starting July  1, 2022 
Go to www.honeyfromtheheart.org/ AKS 

 

* Shipping 
 
ü After August 1st add $6.50 per jar for 

shipping within the U.S.  
ü Regardless of order date add: 

o $25 for Canada and $35 for other 
countries 

 

Order through September 1st for delivery by 
Rosh Hashanah. Orders accepted throughout 
the High Holidays. 
 
 

AKSE SISTERHOOD THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

If you are unable to order online or have any other questions,                                    

contact Sylvia Wagman at srwag8@comcast.net 

Hereôs how to send honey greetings to 
non-member family and friends: 
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Celebrate the New Year in style with lovely Rosh Hashanah and 
Sukkot fused glass decorative pins.  

 
These pins by Glen Mills artist Ruth Newman would also make 
great gifts. Each pin is $18 with Sisterhood receiving a donation per 
pin. Orders will be taken through August 1, 2022 on a first-come, 
first-serve basis to ensure enough time to produce these pieces of 
art. Delivery will be at the 
beginning of September. 
 
The Rosh Hashanah pin features 
an apple, honey jar and shofar. 
Inside the Sukkah you will find a 
lulav and etrog. Each pin is 
approximately 2 inches across. 

 
To order or for any questions, email Sylvia 
at srwag8@comcast.net. 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
 
Sisterhood thanks Barbara Balick, Art Cohen and the Cohen Family for their thoughtful contributions! 
Speaking of contributions - Sisterhood presented a check for $10,000 to AKSE at the annual meeting. 
 
After taking a year off from Sisterhood dues, we will once again be sending out dues bills later in the 
summer. Please send in your dues payment as soon as possible after receiving the bill. Your dues 
payment and support of projects like our annual Rosh Hashanah Honey Sale (see flyers in this  
Shofar) help us to raise funds to donate to the synagogue. 
 
Thank you!! 
 

AKSE Sisterhood  

WOMENôS SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE:  THE TRADITION CONTINUES!! 
 
The 40

th
 annual AKSE Womenôs Simchat Torah service will take place on Tuesday morning, 

October 18, 2022. The service will begin at approximately 10:30 a.m., after the  7
th

 Hakafah. All 
women and girls in the community are welcome. Please contact  Sylvia Wagman (302-475-8351 
or srwag8@comcast.net) or Harriet Ainbinder (302-478-6314 or haza@verizon.net) if you would 
like to participate. It is never too early to start preparing a Torah Reading, especially if it is new to 
you. Recordings will be available.  

mailto:srwag8@comcast.net
mailto:srwag8@comcast.net
mailto:haza@verizon.net
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CUFI (Christians United For Israel) organized a ñA Night to Honor Israelò  
June 12 at Hopewell Christian Fellowship, Telford PA. 

Rabbi Saks addresses the large pro-Israel audience. 

AKSE attendees, left to right: Scott Slomowitz, Marty 
Zukoff, Rabbi Saks, Mark Wagman, Sylvia Wagman, 
Lorraine Cohn, Martin Cohn, Ed Zukoff, Art Cohen 

The Chug Ivri (Hebrew conversation club) is meeting 
monthly. Please join us on JULY 6 and AUGUST 3, at 4 
p.m., for a Hebrew speaking/reading/understanding 
session. The members are at different levels of Hebrew 
ability, and we help each other.  

L'hitraot!  Use the AKSE Zoom link (see page 3). 

 
 
 
 
 
The AKSE Education Committee is beginning a new program on Shabbat mornings. Torah Talks will 
take the place of sermons or Divrei Torah. These talks will be led by members of the AKSE 
community, as well as by members of the wider Jewish community. 
 
A variety of formats will be available to those who volunteer to lead Torah Talks: traditional Divrei 
Torah, short discussions of ethical or historical questions raised by the text, reflections on seasonal 
holidays and traditions, and talks that connect with the speakersô personal interests and expertise in 
Jewish culture. Our goal is to bring variety, innovation, and creativity to Shabbat learning. Look for 
announcements of the speakers and topics for upcoming Torah Talks in future Shofars and email 
newsletters.  
 
If you have wisdom to share, a favorite parsha to delve into, or a special interest to showcase, 
please get in touch with Lisa Elliott (lelliott50@comcast.net) or Harriet Ainbinder 
(haza@verizon.net) to schedule your Torah Talk. 


