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October 8 & 9, 2019 [10 Tishrei 5780]

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fellow Congregants and Guests:
Much has happened since last year’s High Holiday season. Here, I present important achievements of
our Shul, as we reflect on the past and proceed forward with plans for 5780.
A critical effort for AKSE came to fruition in late March—the sale of our building at Washington
Boulevard and Torah Way, #4412, as I often cite it. I am grateful to and thank Past President Jonathan Jaffe
who oversaw most of the sale process. With diligence, patience, and stamina in resolving the problems faced,
he led us to a completed sale, a vision that he put before the Congregation over three years ago.
To mark the change, we bade farewell to #4412 with a ceremony. Its program included a recap of
AKSE’s 134-year history, reminiscences from several congregants, and remarks given by Rabbi Steven Saks,
Rabbi Emeritus Peter Grumbacher of Congregation Beth Emeth, and me. Musical selections were performed
by Cantor Yehoshua Redfern and AKSE’s High Holiday Choir. Torah scrolls were carried in procession by
men and women who read Torah for the Congregation. Attendees from Wilmington and elsewhere, Jewish and
non-Jewish, made the event rich and engaging. A heartfelt review of it, written by Marla Brown Fogelman,
daughter of members Lou and Faith Brown, is online at https://forward.com/life/427190/funeral-forsynagogue/.
Soon afterwards, AKSE moved to its transitional home at 1801 Baynard Blvd., sharing space there
with Congregation Beth Shalom (CBS). Many volunteers, employees, and outside hires made the move
successful. I thank them all.
With great pride and gratitude on behalf of the Congregation, I extend a Mazel Tov to Paula Gordon, a
High Holiday Endowed Honoree this year. I wish to highlight her work on AKSE’s donation of 39 boxes of
books and Talmud Torah materials to the University of Pennsylvania Libraries. The materials will form the
heart of “a library of American Jewish pedagogy,” according to Arthur Kiron, Ph.D., the SchottensteinJesselson Curator of Judaica Collections at UPenn. Catalogued items can be found at https://franklin.library.
upenn.edu/catalog, by entering Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth (donor) into the keyword search engine. This
AKSE donation is a wonderful gift to future generations!
Certainly, we had other achievements as well. They include a Shabbat dinner celebration for the 10th
Anniversary of Rabbi Saks as our Spiritual Leader, a December dinner/karaoke party, a community evening of
learning at AKSE Academy, Community Seders, Café Tamar, Rabbi Saks’s 19-week course, Saks on Sacks:
10 Paths to G-d, and varied Sisterhood and Men’s Club events.
Last on my list for this article is an innovation, the Mobile Minyan, which was pioneered once in June
and once in July when we held the Mincha/Ma’ariv service “off-site”, rather than at the CBS Building. A
different location was selected each time; yet, each was one where some of our congregants with restricted
travel capability live. The more than 20 attendees at each Mobile Minyan had wonderful experiences. Hence,
plans for regular Mobile Minyanim are underway.
Stay tuned. More to come in 5780!
Together with my wife, Margie, I wish you a meaningful and easy fast.
L’Shanah Tovah and G’mar Chatimah Tovah,
Alan Bleier
President, AKSE
Page 2 of 28

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth

Kol Nidre

October 8 & 9, 2019 [10 Tishrei 5780]

RABBI’S MESSAGE
Why am I spending all this time praying when I could be playing?
The heavenly powers decide to destroy the earth via flood. One human is warned of the upcoming
deluge and is commanded to build a ship. The man fills the ship with his family members, as well as wild and
domesticated animals. The man sends forth a dove which returns to the ship. The man then sends forth a raven
which does not return to the ship. After this the man releases all the animals and, upon leaving the ship, offers
a sacrifice. Who is this man? Before answering, listen to the next part. The gods gather like flies over the
sacrificial meat hoping for a cut to eat. After much debate the man is admitted to the council of the gods.
Obviously, this is not Noah. Noah only had one G-d, a G-d which does not need to be fed or bribed by
humans. This man is Utnapishtim, who is referred to as the Noah of the Babylonian epic of Gilgamesh.
Though the details of the biblical flood account and the Babylonian account are strikingly similar, the
lessons of the two accounts are not. According to the biblical account, G-d is concerned with justice. The one
and only all-powerful G-d flooded the world because he needed to remake the world, for the world in its preflood state had become full of Chamas (violence). According to the Babylonian account, the gods need to be
provided for by humans. According to Greek mythology (as related in the play “The Birds” by Aristophanes),
humans could even form an embargo against the gods by refusing to send up sacrificial food, subjecting the
gods to starvation. On the other hand, humans could obtain divine favor by feeding the gods. In other words,
sacrifice was a quid pro quo, or bribery, in an attempt to gain divine favor. In fact, the ancients did not believe
that religion and morality were related. Morality was a philosophical matter, while religion was a tool used to
manipulate and gain favor from the gods.
Now let me ask you a question. Are we not doing the same thing by praying to G-d? Are we not trying
to barter with or bribe G-d for favor by praising him? We bless G-d over and over again:
Blessed are you, G-d who: Resurrects the dead. Heals the sick. Blesses his people Israel with peace.
Then, after buttering G-d up, we demand: Our Father, our King, inscribe us in the book of good life.
It sounds like bribery, but it's not. We do not believe that the Lord, Koneh Shamayim Va’aretz (the
maker of the heavens and earth) is in need of our praises. So what are we doing here in shul? We had better
figure it out because over Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we spend upwards of 27 hours praying to G-d.
Think about all the things you can do with an extra 27 hours over ten days. You could be at work saving your
vacation days for something else, you could be shopping, doing household chores, but yet, you are here
praying. Why? What’s the point of praying to G-d if he is not in need of our prayers? If they don't serve as
leverage, what's in it for us?
Judaism has different approaches to prayer. The Talmud (Berachot, 20b) explains that tefillah (prayer)
is a request for rachamim (mercy). We are not bribing G-d to treat us with compassion; we are begging.
Imagine that your teenager returns home drunk and vomits on your nice new rug and begs you for
forgiveness. Of course, this is your child and you are inclined to forgive him or her. But would you forgive
your child if 27 hours later, instead of attempting to clean it up, your child continues to beg for forgiveness?
Of course not! You would say, "If you are really sorry, get down on your hands and knees and try cleaning the
carpet. If you can't clean it, you can use the money you earn from your after-school or summer job to help
replace it." Just as we expect more of our children than supplications for mercy, G-d expects more of us.
(continued on page 23)
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CANTOR’S MESSAGE
G’mar Chatimah Tovah! May everyone at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth be totally inscribed in the Book
of Life for this Jewish year of 5780. Roberta and I want to wish everyone a year of good health, prosperity
and peace here and peace in Israel.
The choir has been rehearsing throughout the summer practicing their repertoire and improving their
vocal technique and blending their voices into a bright harmonic quality. The High Holiday Choir this year
includes Mike Cabelli, Art Cohen, David Epstein, Jeff Seidel, Howard Stromwasser, Mark Wagman,
Mark Weinberg, and Bob Weiner. We also miss our M’natzeach (Choirmaster) Lou Brown.
One of the most memorable melodies of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is Avinu Malkeynu (Our
Father, our King). My mentor and distinguished author of Jewish Liturgical Music and Prayer, Cantor Macy
Nulman, of blessed memory, discussed this prayer in his award winning volume, The Encyclopedia of Jewish
Prayer: Avinu Malkeynu is a prayer, so called from its initial words, recited on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
the intervening Days of Penitence, and in the Ashkenazic rite on fast days.
The supplication, dating back to Talmudic days, originated when after rain had not fallen and prayer
and fasts had not helped, Rabbi Akiba stepped down before the ark and exclaimed, “Our Father, our King, we
have no King but Thee; Our Father our King, for Thy sake have mercy upon us,” and rain fell.
In the course of time, different verses and versions were added because of disasters and persecutions.
The number increased to twenty-nine lines in the Sephardic ritual, to thirty-eight in the Ashkenazic ritual, and
to forty-four in the Polish ritual. The Tur Orah Chayim mentions one, no longer known today, in which the
verses are arranged in alphabetical order.
The verses in our Avinu Malkeynu are patterned after the blessings of the Weekday Amidah as in the
three examples: ayn lanu melekh – Avot, zekhor ki afar – Gevurot and asayh imanu lema’an Shemekha –
Kedushah. Because of the connection with the Amidah, while the ark is opened, we rise to say the Avinu
Malkeynu.
The last verse in the Ashkenazic version, Avinu Malkeynu hanaynu va’anaynu ki ayn banu ma’asim
(Our Father Our King, be gracious to us and answer us, though we have no merits), was purposely placed at
the end of the series because it is a Tehina (supplication) and therefore like Tachanun, it is recited silently after
the Amidah.
Of special significance is the congregational melody to the last line of Avinu Malkeynu during the
High Holiday Shacharit service. The melody is a traditional Chasidic melody which is based on the Jewish
musical modes that are used during the Shacharit and Musaf of the Sabbath. Because of the meaning of
supplication in this last line, rabbinic and traditional thought was that the wonderful tune we sing was
originally created and sung outside of the synagogue service.
In the Askenazic rite Avinu Malkeynu is omitted on Shabbat. One does not ask for personal requests
and physical wants on Shabbat. Furthermore, Rabbi Akiba, to whom the first verses are attributed, recited
them on the occasion of a public fast, and public fasts were not set for Shabbat.
May we have a sincere, faithful and reflective Yom Kippur. May we have an easy fast but also a
meaningful fast. May all our prayers be accepted by the Ribono Shel Olam (Master of the Universe).
Cantor Yehoshua Redfern
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A MOVING RECAP - HIGHLIGHTS
•

From May 2018 through February 2019, 41 individuals helped sort, schlep, dismantle, build, repair,
pack, and move (and that does not include kitchen or office volunteers!).

•

Memorial plaques from the three large boards in the lobby were photographed, mapped, removed,
labeled, and wrapped for storage, totaling 850 plaques filling 8 milk crates, weighing almost 900
pounds.

•

Engraved leaves and other plates from the Tree of Life in the lobby were photographed, mapped,
removed, and wrapped for storage, totaling 467 plates.

•

Books and other items were donated to 16 charities or religious organizations as well as countless
individuals, in eight states.

•

Arthur Kiron, Schottenstein-Jesselson Curator of Judaica Collections at the University of Pennsylvania
Libraries, took 39 boxes of library books and Talmud Torah materials. He said that our donation will
form the heart of a library of American Jewish pedagogy. You can browse the items in this collection
(988 have been inventoried so far!) by entering Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth (donor) as a keyword
search on this page https://franklin.library.upenn.edu/catalog. Dr. Kiron said he is working on a short
piece about the gift for a forthcoming Jewish Studies Program newsletter; when it is published, we’ll
let you know in the Shofar where you can find it.

•

Even with all the books given away and sold, we still have a small library’s worth of reference works,
including a complete set of the Babylonian Talmud; the Encyclopedia Judaica; an eclectic collection,
spanning more than 100 years, of Chumashim and Sabbath, Festival, and High Holiday prayer books;
dozens of Jewish cookbooks; and a unique collection of Hebrew and Yiddish songbooks and books on
Israeli dance.

•

We reunited family members with decorative and serving items donated to Sisterhood in their honor.
For example, two Bar Mitzvah boys of 1959 got the commemorative trays their parents donated 60
years ago for the occasions.

•

Between income from items sold and contributions received in appreciation of items donated, we
brought in about $1,550.

•

The move was accomplished in 3 Bayshore truckloads, dozens of Cliff van-loads, 2 Moss van-loads,
and umpteen personal car-loads.
A heartfelt Thank You to everyone who helped, both by giving and by taking away. We did it together.
Paula Gordon
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STATUS OF PERMANENT HOME SEARCH
A committee has been hard at work to achieve our goal of moving into a new permanent home that will match
the needs and resources of the congregation into the future. By studying where our congregants live and the
day-to-day operations of our congregation, assessing our financial resources, and visiting numerous available
properties in the area, we have reached a realistic understanding of the physical space needs and capabilities
of the congregation.
Our focus is on either leasing or purchasing an existing property, understanding that some renovation may be
necessary. We have established a set of criteria, including preferred geographic area (see map below), detailed
and overall space needs, parking, ADA compliance, maximum purchase and lease costs, and miscellaneous
other characteristics. None of the properties we have seen to date meet all our criteria. We are now
intensifying our search by engaging a professional realtor.
While our original “stretch” goal was to move into a permanent home by February 2020, marking a year of
residence in our transitional home at 1801 Baynard Blvd., it is likely that we shall remain in a transitional
status beyond that date. We shall continue to update the congregation on our progress.
The members of the Permanent Home Search Committee are Alan Bleier (chair), Art Cohen, Lena Elzufon,
Mollie Epstein-Makar, Brad Glazier, Paula Gordon, Lidia Ini, Jonathan Jaffe, Ron Makar, Max
Rosenberg, Dianne Seidel, Gene Tolpin, Mark Wagman, and Sylvia Wagman. Please feel free to contact
any one of them with your suggestions and questions.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Rabbi Saks, Cantor Redfern, the Officers and Board of Governors of AKSE are pleased to welcome to our
congregational family Lorraine & Martin Cohn, Amy & Martin Fisher and Sam Romirowsky.
Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth offers a spiritual home for everyone who walks through its doors. Perhaps you
have a friend new to the community or an unaffiliated current resident who might enjoy all the opportunities
that AKSE membership has to offer. Feel free to refer your friends! Once they call the office, we will gladly
share information about our embracing, engaging and enriching community!
Lena Elzufon, Membership

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR CONGREGATION
There are many ways that you demonstrate your support for AKSE:
•
•
•
•
•

Attending Shabbat services
Participating in the daily minyan
Volunteering to help in one of the programs held at the shul
Attending the social or educational activities at AKSE
And, of course, through your financial support

We enjoy a wide range of financial support from the members of AKSE. As Treasurer, I shall always
encourage you to do more. Below is a chart showing how you and your fellow members supported the
synagogue last fiscal year. So, whether it's the Circle Club, your dues, the appeal or other contributions, please
try to do more this year, if at all possible. It really does make a difference!
Thanks
...Max Rosenberg
Cumulative Income by Member
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Help AKSE Today and Tomorrow
Commit to the future of Adas Kodesch by signing a Declaration of Intent (DOI) to include AKSE in your
estate plan. It makes a difference now as well as in the future.
The effort to create this fund for the future is being supported by the Jewish Federation and the Grinspoon
Foundation. As an added incentive, they have provided cash bonuses for achieving certain targets. For two
years in a row we received checks for $10,000, earning a total of $20,000 to help us meet our budget.
We are now working on the next goal, which focuses on formalizing these DOIs. This means naming AKSE a
beneficiary in our wills, IRAs or insurance policies.
If you wish to include AKSE in your will, you should include the following language:
I give and bequeath $______ (INSERT DOLLAR AMOUNT OR "___% of my residuary estate") to the Jewish
Federation of Delaware, Wilmington, Delaware for the Adas Kodesch Legacy Fund held at the Jewish Fund for
the Future to support general purposes.

That’s all it takes.
The beauty of legacy giving is that you can make a gift of any amount of your estate. If your estate is worth a
few shekels or a few billion, your gift is your legacy. And your legacy should live on! You don’t have to be a
senior to leave a legacy gift. Seniors are an important group, but any person—no matter their age—can plan to
support the causes and organizations they cherish after they are gone.
Our gratitude to those who have already committed to the future of our congregation:
Harriet Ainbinder
Kevin Brown
Brad Glazier
Vivian & Alan Goldberg
Ken Kamm
Leonard Seltzer
Ehyal Shweiki
Rabbi Steven & Anne Saks
Lewis Shapiro
Daniel Tanzer
Cathy Vinograd
Eugene Tolpin
Robert S. Weiner
Jonathan Jaffe
Judith Rosenberg
Anonymous (6)

Shoshana & Fred Bereskin
Elliott & Mitzi Echt
Jenna Glazier
Benjamin Cohen
Edward & Ann Knapper
Stephen Michlin
Joel J. Roisman
Barbara Schoenberg
Wendy & Phil Shlossman
Moshe Vinograd
Sylvia & Mark Wagman
Sharon Berry
Joel F. Glazier*
Gail Kritz
Gregory Schiff

Alan Bleier
John & Lena Elzufon
Michelle Glazier
Jacob Hoffman*
Jerome Kritz
Josh Schoenberg
Max Rosenberg
Jeffrey & Dianne Seidel
Kerry Shweiki
Gail Tolpin
Eleanor & Mark Weinglass
Lou & Faith Brown
Cindy S. Goldstein
Daniel Noznisky
Neil Lattin & Rhonda Shulman

*Left legacy gift to AKSE upon passing
Add your name to this list. Become a Create A Jewish Legacy donor. Call or email Max Rosenberg for
further information (302-287-3344 or MARosenberg18@gmail.com).
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CREATE A JEWISH LEGACY YEAR 4 CELEBRATION
Thursday, November 21st
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Siegel JCC Auditorium
We gratefully invite you to celebrate the culmination of CJL's Year 4 with Jewish Federation of Delaware. The
evening will feature the presentation of our Book of Life, a delicious dinner* and a delightful program. Dinner
couvert: $18. Register by November 13th at ShalomDelaware.org/year4. If you have questions, contact
Shari@ShalomDel.org or call 302-427-2100.
*All Kosher Dietary Laws will be observed. This event is open to all who have signed a Declaration of Intent
(DOI) with registration.

THE CIRCLE CLUB CAMPAIGN
The Circle Club’s 23nd annual voluntary contribution campaign is underway. The Club is composed of four
categories of giving: Mitzvah ($300), Chai ($600), President’s ($1,200) and Super Chai ($1,800). As
of October 4th, 2019, 25 members/families have contributed a total of $19,800. Your participation helps
ensure that the needs of AKSE and its members are met.
We are grateful to the following members who have joined The Circle Club this year:
SUPER CHAI
Harriet Ainbinder, Alan Bleier, John & Lena Elzufon
PRESIDENT’S
David & Susan Epstein, Rachel Epstein, Helen Gordon, Ron & Mollie Makar, Hal & Nan Pezzner, Gene &
Gail Tolpin
CHAI
Kevin & Lolly Gross, Ann Jaffe, Jonathan Jaffe, Max & Judi Rosenberg, Jeff & Dianne Seidel, Jerry
& Sandye Turnauer, Mark & Sylvia Wagman, Marty Zukoff
MITZVAH
Julius & Sheila Berman, Morton & Roberta Brown, Yetta Chaiken, Neal & Barbara Cohn, Shirley Fisch, Alan
& Vivian Goldberg, Paula Gordon, Joel & Barbara Roisman
If you would like to join the Club (it is NEVER too late) please contact the office at 302-762-2705.
L’Shana Tova – A Healthy and Happy New Year,
Lena & John Elzufon
Chairpersons, Circle Club
________________________________________________________________________________________
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PLEASE HONOR YOUR HONOR
If you received a High Holiday Honor this year, please remember to honor it with an appropriate donation. A
form for this purpose was included in the mailing inviting you to accept your honor. Your consideration is
most greatly appreciated.

MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION FOR 5780:
SUPPORT OUR SYNAGOGUE BY PURCHASING GIFT CARDS
The GIFT CARD Program
The GIFT CARD program should be such a great fundraiser. Why? Because everyone must eat, and it costs
nothing. We have GIFT CARDS for the following stores: ACME, GIANT, and SHOPRITE. Take that extra
few minutes to exchange your money for GIFT CARDS. For every $100 you spend, you receive $100 worth
of GIFT CARDS. For every $1,000 we buy, the store charges us $950, thereby contributing $50 to our GIFT
CARD program. It’s a WIN-WIN situation. You receive full value for your money, and we receive a 5%
discount for buying in quantity.
HOW TO PURCHASE GIFT CARDS - CASH OR CHECKS ONLY:
From the Synagogue office (in person): Monday-Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
From our “satellite” offices: Dianne Seidel, who lives at 1422 Drake Road in Green Acres, 302-479-0490 or
Marty Zukoff who lives at 2523 Bona Road, Chalfonte, 302-478-4734 with your order.
________________________________________________________________________________________
DON’T FORGET TO SHOP AT AMAZON AND EARN MONEY FOR AKSE!! Visit the AKSE website
and scroll down to the “Shop at Amazon” link. Once this link is clicked, any purchases you make from
Amazon will earn AKSE 4%-10% of your purchase total! Further instruction is available on the AKSE
website. Let your friends and family know how easily they too can raise funds for AKSE!
Year to date, we’ve earned $314. Remember to visit the AKSE website prior to your Chanukah shopping!
Please email Kerry Shweiki at khshweiki@gmail.com if you have any questions.
________________________________________________________________________________________
BRING YOUR SHOES TO SHUL: Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth has been participating in collecting no longer
used shoes and sending them to women’s clinics, veterans’ homes, rehab centers and to communities and
villages in need throughout the world (including communities in the USA). And for each container of shoes
that we send in, AKSE receives a small donation. Since we began this program, we have kept over 26,000
pounds (13 tons) of shoes out of our local landfills, processed over 27,000 shoes and raised over $18,000
for AKSE.
Please join this very worthy effort –”Bring your Shoes to Shul.” We have a shoe collection box in the coat
room, or you can call the AKSE office and we will arrange to come pick them up from you. It’s a win-winwin-win program: You clean out closet space, thousands of pairs of shoes are kept out of our local landfills,
those in poor areas of the world get shoes to wear, and AKSE receives funds.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 10 of 28

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth

Kol Nidre

October 8 & 9, 2019 [10 Tishrei 5780]

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 2019-2020
ONGOING CLASSES
PARSHAT HASHAVUAH
Weekly Torah study led by Rabbi Saks
One hour before Ma’ariv on Saturday afternoons
LEARN HEBREW
Taught by Eleanor Weinglass
Sundays from 10:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
CHUG IVRI
The Hebrew Speaking Circle is composed of people who are at different levels in their knowledge of, and
ability to speak, Hebrew. We help each other, so feel free to join us. For more information and to receive email notices of meetings, please contact Faith or Lou Brown at 302-757-8078 or cocoabub@aol.com.
Monthly at 3:00 p.m. at Lodge Lane
Next meeting: October 23
PARSHA AND PIZZA
Learn a slice of Torah and eat a slice of Pizza
Discussion led by Rabbi Saks
Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
WHAT PROFITS THE PROPHETS?
Another year of dissension, betrayal, idolatry, failure and chaos
Taught by Rabbi Saks
Saturdays Monthly after services and a light lunch

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
AKSE ACADEMY
January 19, 2020
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Six classes on different facets of Judaism as they play out in contemporary life taught by AKSE’s own experts
at our 10th annual AKSE Academy. Program is still being assembled but will include such topics as Growing
Up Jewish in the South (Harriet Jacobs), Jews in Baseball (Joel Panitz), Jewish Attrition (Richard
Plotzker), Magic in Judaism (Karen Moss), When Your Child Lives in Israel (Dianne and Jeff Seidel,
Eleanor and Mark Weinglass), and Judaism and Medical Marijuana (Lisa Elliott). Watch for details in the
coming months. Cost: $10 in advance; $12 at the door.
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COOKING CLASSES: FINE FOOD FITNESS
Our always popular and regularly sold out cooking classes. How to cook Kosher and healthy.
Dates: Wednesdays, February 5, February 19, and March 4
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Homes of the Cooks
Cost: $10 per session; $25 for all three
OFF THE BEATEN TRACK PRESENTS: CINCO DE MAYO!
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo (a few days early) with a screening of Tijuana Jews, an award-winning
documentary chronicling the early twentieth century development of a thriving Jewish community in one of
Mexico’s most colorful border towns. Enjoy tacos and more from the Drop Squad Kitchen and plenty of
cerveza to help us party hearty.
Date: May 3, 2020
ALL PROGRAMS ARE OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY. THERE IS NO CHARGE,
EXCEPT AS NOTED. COME AND LEARN—AND BRING A FRIEND. CONTACT
THE AKSE OFFICE FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES: The AKSE Torah Scroll Endowment Fund
was created several years ago as a result of our successful Torah scroll project. Earnings from the fund are
available to help support special educational activities and projects, including speakers and
Shabbatons. Individuals and groups within the congregation may submit funding proposals, which should
describe the activity or project, the target audience, and the budget. Submissions for the year ahead should be
directed to the AKSE office, attention Harriet Ainbinder, or e-mailed to Harriet at haza@verizon.net.
________________________________________________________________________________________
INTRODUCTION 2 JUDAISM: Orientation on Thursday, October 24th at 7:30 p.m. at Congregation
Beth Emeth. Open to all who wish to learn, are considering conversion, or simply want to understand more.
No prerequisites, just an open mind. Complete schedule of gatherings and class topics available at
www.bethshalomwilmington.org/intro2judaism/. Hosted by Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, Congregation Beth
Emeth, Congregation Beth Shalom and Temple Beth El.
________________________________________________________________________________________
ANN JAFFE FUND FOR TOLERANCE & EDUCATION: Speaker, Sunday, November 10th at 2 p.m.
in Siegel JCC Auditorium. Nadine Epstein, Editor-In-Chief and CEO of Moment Magazine, will speak
about Tipping the Scale of Human Nature toward Tolerance and Kindness. Program is free and open to
the public; registration is requested. This program is sponsored by the Jewish Fund for the Future, the
endowment arm of the Jewish Federation of Delaware. For more information, contact Gina Kozicki at
Gina@ShalomDel.org or call 302-427-2100. Register at www.ShalomDelaware.org/Tolerance.
________________________________________________________________________________________
PITTSBURGH YAHRTZEIT: Wednesday, November 20th at 7 p.m. in Siegel JCC Auditorium. Join the
community in prayer and learning for the Yahrtzeit of the Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting. Guest speaker,
Rabbi Cheryl Klein, retired rabbi Dor Hadash, Pittsburgh. Free and open to the public. For more
information, contact: Rabbi Ellen Bernhardt, JCRC Director at Ellen@ShalomDel.org or call 302-427-2100.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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CARE OF TORAH SCROLLS
Please keep the following rules in mind when you are called to the Torah:
1. DO NOT TOUCH THE SCROLL WITH YOUR HANDS OR WITH THE YAD (POINTER). The scroll
will deteriorate more quickly if it comes into contact with the oil from hands or the sharp point of the Yad.
2. WHEN TOUCHING THE PARCHMENT WITH THE TALLIT, USE VIRTUALLY NO PRESSURE
AND TOUCH ONLY IN THE WHITE AREAS BESIDE OR BELOW EACH COLUMN OF WORDS.
3. PLEASE DO NOT SNEEZE OR COUGH IN THE DIRECTION OF THE TORAH. Fluids of any type
will permanently damage the parchment. Thank you for caring for our precious Torah scrolls.
HIGH HOLIDAY CHILDREN’S SERVICE: The Children’s Service will be held in the JCC Senior
Lounge from approximately 10:45 – 11:30 a.m. The Rabbi will announce the beginning of the service from
the Bimah. A special thank you to our leaders Faith Brown and Sylvia Wagman, to Rosanne Griff-Cabelli
and Sylvia Wagman who organized the Children’s Services for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and to Tess
Brown who blew shofar at Children’s Services on Rosh Hashanah.
________________________________________________________________________________________
WOMEN’S SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICE: THE TRADITION CONTINUES!! The 37th annual AKSE
Women's Simchat Torah service will take place on Tuesday, October 22nd, 2019. The service will begin at
approximately 10:30 a.m., after the 7th Hakafah. All women and girls in the community are welcome. Please
contact Sylvia Wagman (302-475-8351 or srwag8@comcast.net) or Harriet Ainbinder (302-478-6314
or haza@verizon.net) if you would like to participate.
________________________________________________________________________________________
REMINDER - FRIDAY EVENING/KABBALAT SHABBAT: The regular Friday night service time has
moved to 6:00 p.m. It will remain at this time until March.
MOBILE MINYAN: This summer we held services “off-site” at Shipley Manor and Lodge Lane, senior
residences where several of our members live. These “mobile minyanim” were highly successful, with well
over 20 in attendance. We hope to hold these mobile services on a more regular schedule. If there are other
locations that you think we should consider, please let us know. Also, we are seeking volunteers to help with
refreshments following these services. Please contact the office at 302-762-2705 with your ideas and offers of
help.
________________________________________________________________________________________

WEEKDAY SERVICE INITIATIVE
Congregation:
An assembly of people for religious worship or teaching (Webster’s New World Dictionary)
For many years the congregants of Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth could take pride in our twice-daily services.
These services provide an opportunity to take a few minutes to pray to Hashem, to reflect on our personal
successes and worries and to connect with our fellow congregants. After most services, Rabbi Saks teaches for
a few minutes.
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The problem. In recent years, attendance at weekday services has dropped significantly. While we still hold
services twice a day, having a minyan at those services has become the exception, and it is not uncommon to
have fewer than five people at a service.
A proposal: We are asking each member of our AKSE congregation, both men and women, to commit
to attend at least one weekday service every month.
Some questions you may have:
What do you mean by weekday services? We mean every service during the week with the exception of
Shabbat morning**. Thankfully, we have a steady core of congregants who attend Shabbat morning services.
If you are attending on Shabbat – please don’t stop.
Does it matter which weekday service I attend? Please select a service that fits with your schedule so that
you can attend regularly. That said, there are some services which would benefit most from additional
attendance:
•

Thursday morning we are often close to a minyan, and attendance of a few more men would enable
us to read Torah and say Kaddish.

•

Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv services are a beautiful way to bring in Shabbat –
and having more congregants present adds to the beauty of the service.

•

Wednesday afternoon – come to pray and stay for Parsha and Pizza.

•

Sunday morning – services are a little later (8:00 a.m.) and we’re not rushing off to work.

What do you mean by each member of the congregation: Women as well as men? Yes – prayer,
reflection, connecting with congregants and learning are important for both women and men. While we need
ten men present to make a minyan, every service is enhanced when more people – women and men - are
present.
How do I commit to attend one service a month? Pick a date and time that you can attend. Write it in your
calendar or create a reminder on your phone or computer. Call the AKSE office and put your name on the list.
Sign up online. Do whatever works best to remember to attend.
Will this guarantee a minyan at every service? No. Even if every congregant attends at least one weekday
service a month, there will probably be services without a minyan. But attendance will be much better than it
is now, and the number of services when a minyan is present will be increased.
What if I have trouble getting to services? Call a congregant who can drive and ask for a ride. Or call the
AKSE office and ask to be connected with a congregant who can drive you. Some of our congregants have
limited mobility; at least once a month we plan to have services at alternate locations, such as Lodge Lane or
the Kutz Home or Shipley Manor so that all our congregants can participate.
Please contact any of the people listed below with your questions and comments. We hope that you’ll support
your fellow congregants and hope to see you at services soon.
Rabbi Steven Saks, Mel Zussman, Scott Slomowitz, Kerry Shweiki, Alan Bleier, Phyllis Feibus, Marty
Zukoff and Maurice Linett
** Weekday morning services are Sunday at 8:00, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00, and
Wednesday and Friday at 7:30 a.m. Afternoon services are Monday through Thursday at 5:30 p.m.,
Friday at 6:00 p.m., and Saturday one hour before Shabbat ends.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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KESHER COMMITTEE: The Kesher Committee consists of AKSE members who willingly give of their
time to help other members in need. If an AKSE member needs meals prepared, a ride to an appointment, an
errand done, or just a friendly visit, those on the committee are there to help. Debra Zussman is the
chairperson and can be reached at 302-529-1054. If you would like to participate or if you know someone
in need of help, please call.

TZEDAKAH BOX: If your pushka needs to be emptied for a contribution to AKSE, please contact the
AKSE office at 302-762-2705.

FACILITIES: We exited our home at 4412 Washington Blvd in February of 2019. The Herculean efforts of
many folks to complete that work have been documented in other reports and justified salutes. Most/all of the
kinks of sharing a building with Congregation Beth Shalom have been worked out, Several AKSE members
meet bi-weekly with CBS staff to iron out issues that arise. The Walton Road house has been painted inside,
power washed outside and enjoyed some modest landscaping work. The current tenants are in a two-year
lease beginning May 2019.
Jonathan Jaffe,
VP Facilities

AKSE KLEZMER BAND: The band has once again enjoyed bringing Klezmer music to the greater
Wilmington Jewish community this year, most notably at AKSE’s Cafe Tamar in May. Under the direction of
Rami Goren, the band does not charge for their performances, but does get “paid” by the enjoyment they
bring to their audiences. If you have musical talent and would like to come out and play with the band, please
contact band manager Ron Makar at rjmakar@gmail.com.

WHAT? YOU'RE NOT GETTING E-MAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM AKSE? If you are not on
AKSE's e-mail distribution list, you are not getting weekly newsletters, as well as fast-breaking notifications
and reminders. If this is the case, please inform Ron Makar by sending him an e-mail at enews@akse.org
with your e-mail address, and he will make sure that you are added to the distribution list. Thanks!

SISTERHOOD NEWS
After a one-year hiatus, we once again sold jars of honey for a sweet New Year. Thanks to all of you who
supported this worthwhile project! Please remember to start the New Year off right and return your dues
payment to the office. You’ll be glad that you did!! With your help, we can continue to give the synagogue a
sizeable contribution.
G’mar Chatimah Tovah,
Sylvia Wagman
sisterhood@akse.org
______________________________________________________________________________________
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AKSE COOKBOOK
What an ideal hostess gift to give for the holidays! Great recipes by wonderful cooks and bakers who are
members or who were members (of blessed memory). On Sale in the office for $4.00 (Regularly $21.95) or
just call Dianne Seidel at 302-479-0490 and she will see that you get a copy.
Happy New Year,
AKSE Sisterhood

Jewish Communities in Cuba Need Your Assistance
Members and friends of Seaside Jewish Community of Rehoboth Beach will be heading down to Havana and
outlying areas of Cuba in late January to bring much needed humanitarian aid to the Jewish community there.
Mission delegates are collecting donations and household goods to distribute to several different struggling
Jewish communities. Four Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth congregants will be among the members of this
humanitarian mission and have set up a box in front of the Beth Shalom office (turn right when you enter the
building) for donations of the following:
• New dish towels
• New hand towels
• Fabric or other re-usable shopping bags
• Ziploc bags
• Dental supplies-toothbrushes, floss, etc. (consider asking your dentist for extra samples)
• Adult “Pampers”
We are also accepting monetary donations. These will be used to purchase numerous miscellaneous items
desperately needed by these communities. Please make checks out to Seaside Jewish Community (write
“Cuba mission” on the memo line) and mail to SJC, P.O. Box 1472, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971.
The story of the Jews of Cuba is all at once tragic and triumphant. There were approximately 15,000 Jews in
Cuba prior to the Cuban Revolution in 1959. Jewish merchants from around the world had come to the island
to make their fortunes in tobacco, rum, textiles and sugar cane. They built magnificent synagogues in Havana:
Beth Shalom, the Patronato Jewish Community Center, The Sephardic Synagogue and Adath Israel, the
Orthodox synagogue which today houses a beautiful upstairs museum sanctuary.
Today, the Jewish population has dwindled to roughly 1,500, and is quite poor; those who could afford to
leave, fled to the United States before the Revolution. For decades, the community has faltered and struggled
to keep their Jewish roots vibrant and alive.
Today, Jewish communities from around the world visit Cuba in order to assist and bring aid to the growing
numbers of faithful Jews around the island. Thank you for being a part of this aid effort!
For further information about donations, contact Karen Moss at mossaz@verizon.net. For information about
the Cuban mission, contact Reb Lisa Levine, spiritual leader of Seaside Jewish Community and Cuba
Mission leader, at reblisa@yahoo.com.

___________________________________________________________________________
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OUR APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE

The Congregation extends its thanks and appreciation to the following:
OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER, RABBI STEVEN SAKS: We thank Rabbi Steven Saks for his inspiring and
thought-provoking sermons and for his spiritual leadership throughout the year.
OUR CANTOR, YEHOSHUA REDFERN: We thank Cantor Redfern for reading Torah and for leading
services throughout the year and during the High Holidays with his lyrical tenor voice, uplifting melodies, and
sincere spiritual manner.
MEN’S CHOIR: Yasher Koach to the members of our choir: Michael Cabelli, Art Cohen, David Epstein,
Jeff Seidel, Howard Stromwasser, Mark Wagman, Mark Weinberg, and Robert Weiner. Also, Yasher
Koach to our longtime choir leader, Lou Brown, who is an "honorary" member of the choir this year.

SHALIACH TZIBUR: Many thanks to the men who so capably and beautifully led services—Rabbi Saks,
Jerry Kritz, and Scott Slomowitz, read Torah—Neil Lattin, Richard Plotzker, Scott Slomowitz, Howard
Stromwasser, Jeff Wagman, Mark Wagman, and Mel Zussman, and chanted Haftorah—Ahron
Augenbraun, Mark Wagman, Mel Zussman, and Howard Stromwasser this Yom Tov.

SOUNDING THE SHOFAR: The Congregation expresses appreciation to David Brown for his excellent
sounding of the Shofar and for his ethical and humble demeanor; we wish him Yasher Koach upon being
honored for nearly 50 years as our Ba’al Tokea (shofar blower). We also thank Art Cohen for his Shofar
blowing on Rosh Hashanah and during the month of Elul and Alan Bleier for his Shofar blowing during Elul.
SYNAGOGUE APPEAL: Many thanks to Alan Bleier for delivering this year’s synagogue appeal.

ENDOWED HONOREES: Yasher Koach to our deserving endowed honorees. Paula Gordon was honored
on the first day of Rosh Hashanah; thanks to Scott Slomowitz for his tribute to her. David Brown was
honored on the second day of Rosh Hashanah; thanks to Mark Wagman for his tribute to him. Special thanks
to Riva Brown, Living Letters Studio, Wilmington, DE, for the beautiful certificates and to Mark Wagman
for administering the honoree program.
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ISRAEL BOND APPEAL ON KOL NIDRE NIGHT: Now more than ever, it is essential to support Israel.
Israel continues to meet both internal and external challenges, including absorbing new immigrants, building
its infrastructure, and protecting its citizens. And please remember that the purchase of Israel Bonds is NOT a
donation. It is an investment in the future of the people of Israel. It is an investment that earns interest, and its
safety is unequaled. Israel, since the first bond issue in 1951, has never defaulted, making every payment of
principal and interest on time and in full.
Mazel Tov Bonds may be particularly attractive to many investors. They are sold with a minimum
subscription cost of $100 and in $10 increments thereafter up to $2,500, with a term of 5 years and current
interest rate of 3.04%. They make ideal gifts for every Simcha, more meaningful than just giving a check, and
also make an attractive investment for yourself. If bought for children, they also have the added advantage of
establishing a lifelong connection to Israel.
Todah Rabah to Marty Zukoff for delivering the Appeal on Kol Nidre night. If you have any questions about
the purchase of Israel Bonds, call Marty at 302-478-4734 or email him at martyzukoff@gmail.com.

YIZKOR BOOK: Sincere thanks to Max Rosenberg for preparing the Yizkor Book for the current year
5780 and to Sharon Marshall, Kathleen Taylor, Paula Gordon, Helen Gordon, Harriet Ainbinder and
Mark Wagman for all their help.
HIGH HOLIDAY USHERS: A very heartfelt Todah Rabah to all our congregants who volunteered to serve
as ushers during our services. Your willingness to welcome those entering our Shul, answer questions, direct
"traffic" and maintain the appropriate atmosphere outside the sanctuary contributed greatly to the overall
sanctity of these High Holy-Day services. Thank you so very much.
Ron Makar
HIGH HOLIDAY COMMITTEE: We would like to express our appreciation and gratitude to all the
individuals who helped to plan, coordinate and perform High Holiday activities this year. Specifically, we
would like to thank the following for their time and involvement: Rabbi Steven Saks, Cantor Yehoshua
Redfern, Mel Zussman, Neil Lattin, Vivian Goldberg, Scott Slomowitz, Paula Gordon, Mark Wagman,
Alan Bleier, Ron Makar, Sharon Marshall, and Kathleen Taylor. In addition, we would like to thank all
the honorees for participating and Ron Makar for coordinating the ushers. Thanks to the choir, David Brown
and the many others who have helped to make our services so meaningful. Special thanks to all those who
made certain everything necessary for services was in place at the JCC (please see next “thank you”).
Mike Cabelli
High Holiday Chairman
HIGH HOLIDAYS @ JCC: High Holiday services would not have happened without the planning and work
of the HH@JCC committee: Alan Bleier (chair), Mike Cabelli, Rosanne Cabelli, Paula Gordon, Jonathan
Jaffe, Sylvia Wagman, and Mel Zussman. Committee members designed the layout of the bimah and
seating in the auditorium and planned all the logistics of moving items to and from storage and 1801 Baynard
Blvd. Others who helped with the move and set up are Harriet Ainbinder, Lena Elzufon, Alan and Vivian
Goldberg, Lolly Gross, Neil Lattin, Ron Makar, Max Rosenberg, and Kathleen Taylor. Special thanks to
Katie Glazier and staff at the JCC for being extremely helpful and accommodating.
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TORAH COVERS FOR ARON KODESH: Thank you to Mel Zussman for changing the Torah Covers for
scrolls in the Aron Kodesh before the Holidays.
TORAH ADORNMENTS: Thank you to Dianne Seidel & Maurice Linett for polishing the very many
beautiful silver Torah adornments.

FLOWER DONATION: It is our extreme pleasure to donate the flowers for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur in honor of our children and grandchildren Adam, Jessica & Benjamin Seidel of New York and
Tom, Mara, Gefen & Noga Apelstein of Israel, who are with us. We all want to wish our families and
friends the healthiest, happiest and safest New Year 5780.
L’shana Tova Tikateyvu,
Dianne and Jeff Seidel
________________________________________________________________________________________
GABBAIM: Thank you to Mel Zussman and Neil Lattin for their diligence in being our Gabbaim. Thank
you to Howard Stromwasser, Scott Slomowitz, Rabbi Saks, and Alan Bleier for filling in as needed.

THE DAILY MINYAN: As many of you know, the AKSE Daily Minyan is struggling to remain viable; we
are frequently only one or two men short and we really need your support now. The Daily Minyan is much
more than simply a venue for members to say Kaddish during the period of mourning or once a year
(Yahrzeit) for their loved ones. It is a source of spiritual sustenance in the midst of a busy week. Without a
Minyan we are unable to recite Kaddish, as well as to read Torah on Mondays, Thursdays, Saturday
afternoons and Rosh Chodesh. The following men regularly attend at least one weekday, Friday evening, or
Saturday afternoon service: Gary Aber, Ahron Augenbraun, Alan Bleier, David Brown, Joel Chodos, Art
Cohen, John Elzufon, Brian Gottesman, Paul Gottesman, Jonathan Jaffe, Al Kagel, Peter Kopolovic,
Neil Lattin, Maurice Linett, Ron Makar, Al Meizell, Gary Panitz, Harold Pezzner, Richard Plotzker,
Rabbi Steven Saks, Noah Schreiber, Lewis Shapiro, Dan Shufler, Steve Seidel, Scott Slomowitz, Barry
Solan, Howard Stromwasser, Dan Tanzer, Gene Tolpin, Mark Wagman, Mark Weinberg, Marty Zukoff,
Ed Zukoff, and Mel Zussman. We apologize to anyone inadvertently left off this list—to all of you we
extend our heartfelt thanks. A special thank you to those of you who support the Wednesday and Friday
Community Minyanim with Congregation Beth Shalom.

JUDY BERLIN AND KIDDUSH COMMITTEE: Thanks for your countless hours preparing, serving, and
cleaning up the delicious weekly Shabbat Kiddush for our congregation. We are nourished in body and in
spirit on Shabbat because of your efforts. Special thanks to Kathleen Taylor for her regular assistance.

BREAK-THE-FAST TREATS: Thank you, Maurice Linett, for providing Entenmann treats for the breakthe-fast nosh after Yom Kippur.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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RITUAL COMMITTEE: We want to send a “Thank You” to all who participated in the Ritual Committee’s
activities this past year. We look forward to working together to make our services even more inspiring:
Clergy: Rabbi Steven Saks, Cantor Yehoshua Redfern
Gabbaim: Mel Zussman, Neil Lattin;
Back-up Gabbaim: Howard Stromwasser, Scott Slomowitz, Rabbi Saks, Michael Leviton, Alan
Bleier; Partnership Minyanim Gabbaiot: Harriet Ainbinder, Vivian Goldberg, Mollie EpsteinMakar, Karen Moss
High Holiday Committee: Mike Cabelli, Mark Wagman, Mel Zussman, Alan Bleier
Ritual Committee Members: Vivian Goldberg, Eleanor Weinglass, Mel Zussman, Mollie
Epstein-Makar, Harriet Ainbinder, and Mike Cabelli
Chairperson: Scott Slomowitz
Yasher Kochachem to all attendees and participants in our Daily minyanim, Shabbat and Holiday services and
our Partnership Minyanim. We want to also thank all our AKSE members who participate in and/or attend
services in our transitional home and have been patient and accommodating as we acclimate ourselves to, and
make adjustments in, our new temporary surroundings. We also want to thank all the AKSE members that
have made our new “mobile minyans” both at Shipley Manor and Lodge Lane “happen” and successful and
we look forward to holding more of them in the future in other venues.
We want to especially thank Paula Gordon and Mel Zussman and the many AKSE volunteers who
coordinated and carried out the move of all our ritual items from our former synagogue home to our
transitional home. Paula and Mel make certain that the particular ritual items needed for a particular Jewish
holiday are timely available on site at our transitional home or are easily located at our remote storage facility,
brought to our transitional home for use and then returned there.
We most certainly want to thank all our AKSE Torah readers and service leaders, both men and women,
including: Mel Zussman, Neil Lattin, Howard Stromwasser, Alan Bleier, Michael Leviton, Mark
Wagman, Richard Plotzker, Rabbi Saks, Jonathan Jaffe, Scott Slomowitz, Irene Plotzker, Lisa Elliott,
Vivian Goldberg, Eleanor Weinglass, Sylvia Wagman, Ann Jaffe, and Harriet Ainbinder. We also want
to thank Jerry Kritz for leading Shacharit on the High Holidays.
All the Ritual Committee’s work is carried out under the supervision of our Mara D’Atra, Rabbi Steven
Saks. The committee members are to be commended for their time and thoughtful input.
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS:
Thank you for your leadership, your wisdom and your hard work.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President Alan Bleier
Executive V.P. Max Rosenberg
V.P. Finance Neil Rosen
V.P. Education Harriet Ainbinder
V.P. Religious Affairs Vivian Goldberg
V.P. Administration Dianne Seidel
V.P. Facilities Jonathan Jaffe
V.P. Membership Lena Elzufon
V.P. Community Affairs Mark Wagman
V.P. Ways & Means Open
Treasurer Max Rosenberg
Secretary David Epstein and Lisa Elliott

BOARD OF GOVS.
2018 - 2020
Scott Slomowitz
Moshe Vinograd
Marty Zukoff
Eleanor Weinglass
Kerry Shweiki
Jeff Seidel
Lidia Ini
Mollie Epstein-Makar

BOARD OF GOVS.
2019 – 2021
Gene Tolpin
Brad Glazier
Rosanne G. Cabelli
Phyllis Feibus
Wendy Shlossman
Karen Moss
Art Cohen
Sylvia Wagman

PAST PRESIDENTS
LIFE MEMBERS
Harriet Ainbinder
Elliott Echt
John Elzufon
Alan Goldberg
Perry Goldlust
Jonathan Jaffe
Ron Makar
Joel Roisman
Harvey Rubenstein
Jerome Smith
Mark Wagman

Nominating Committee:
Alan Bleier (Chair), Harriet Ainbinder, Jonathan Jaffe, Ron Makar

“RIGHT SIZING” COMMITTEES: Thanks to all the individuals leading and serving on the committees
working toward a new permanent home that fits our needs and resources. These currently include the
Permanent-Home Search Committee and the Investment Committee. Special thanks to Alan Bleier, who
established these committees and coordinates their activities.
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OFFICE STAFF: Our thanks to Sharon Marshall and Kathleen Taylor for their outstanding efforts on
behalf of the synagogue. Sharon is courteous and good humored while efficiently sending out letters and
Yahrzeit notices, copying flyers, selling gift cards, responding to phone calls, greeting visitors to the office
and coping with the myriad daily tasks that enable our synagogue to function. Our bookkeeper, Kathleen, is
always thorough, meticulous, and diligent as she handles our finances and responds to many requests.
SHOFAR: Thank you, Jonathan Jaffe, for doing a great job as the editor of the Shofar. Thanks also to Mark
Wagman for proofreading.

SHOFAR CREW: Thank you to Lena Elzufon, Shirley Fisch, Lolly Gross, Maurice Linett, Meryl
Pottock, Sandy Rosen and Dianne Seidel for devoting their time and efforts to collating the Shofar each
month.
Thank you,
Sharon Marshall
SOUND: Thank you, Ron Makar, for your dedication to providing sound system set-up for the High
Holidays and every other synagogue event during the year. We hope you hear this thank you "loud and clear."
BRAD GLAZIER (GLAZIER PHOTOGRAPHY): Thank you for taking all those “official” professional
synagogue photos.
DR. LEONARD AND JUDY SELTZER: A special thank you for providing the synagogue with emergency
kits and medications and for hosting the Rabbi and Cantor for the High Holidays.
JOSH SCHOENBERG, STEVE MICHLIN (SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL): Thanks for your
invaluable service to the Jewish community and for, once again, providing us with Jewish calendars. Special
thanks for your help and flexibility in properly burying our many religious materials that were beyond repair
and no longer needed as we prepared to move.
MANY OTHERS: Thank you to the many people who should have been thanked and weren’t; we
thank you for being so forgiving at this season of the year. Thank you to those who provided names and
information for the Kol Nidre supplement.
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RABBI’S MESSAGE (continued from page 3)
The word for praying in Hebrew is L’hitpalel, which is a reflexive word which comes from the word
palal, to debate. In other words, when we pray, we are debating or judging ourselves. Over these Yamim
Noraim (Days of Awe), G-d judges us. But if we are smart, before G-d renders his verdict, we should judge
ourselves. Our prayers should inspire us to engage in a process of self-judgment. Over and over again we
recite:
We are guilty, we have betrayed, we have stolen.
Have we? Do you really betray people? You’re not Benedict Arnold. Well, let me ask you this. Over
the past year have you made promises that you did not keep that family, friends and colleges counted on? I
will give you an example. Jody and Tom decided that they could really use a second income to pay for the
private school that their twin sons were about to begin. Jody loved to be a stay-at-home mom, but she agreed
to go back to work if Tom promised to spend less time at the gym and more time helping out with the boys.
Jody now frequently complains that Tom has not kept his promise. While she rushes home from work to care
for their children, despite her exhaustion, Tom can usually be found at the gym for hours after work. And
sometimes after the gym he goes out with his friends for a drink or bite to eat. Tom has betrayed Jody; she
went back to work based on a promise Tom is yet to fulfill. But Tom can still belatedly fulfill his promise. He
doesn’t even have to give up exercising; he can come home earlier from the gym or, instead of going to the
gym, he can play ball and run around with his sons as a form of exercise. By doing so, he will have a happier
wife and build a stronger relationship with his kids. And perhaps it’s not too late for us to fulfill our unkept
promises.
We also confess by declaring gazalnu (we have stolen). But have we? We’re not thieves! Did you ever
get stuck at home waiting for a repairman to come? Of course, it has happened to all of us. He says he will be
there by 10:00 a.m. but doesn’t show up until 1:00 p.m. What are you thinking about between 10:00 and 1:00
as you’re stuck in your house waiting? You’re thinking about the chores you could have been completing if
you were not stuck in the house waiting for this guy. We feel as if he is stealing our time and, unlike money,
that is something that you cannot be compensated for. Now let’s be honest. We all run late from time to time.
We get overwhelmed and we wind up running late; it happens. But let’s try to minimize it. And if you are
running late, call, just as if the repair man had called and told you he was running late, you would have
appreciated it.
Now these examples may sound mundane, but it is our mundane behavior we should be taking pains to
scrutinize. Sure we remember the big mistakes we have made over the last year where we clearly hurt others
and embarrassed ourselves. Those are the errors we are aware we have committed and are not likely to repeat.
On the other hand, the small mistakes that nobody sees are the ones we forget about and are likely to repeat
time and again. However, someone does see our small mistakes. Over three thousand years ago Moses
proclaimed to the Israelites that, “The hidden [sins] are for G-d” (Deut. 29:29.) In other words, G-d will judge
us for the sins we are oblivious we have committed. On Rosh Hashanah, we were reminded of this message in
the Zichronot (Remembrance) section of the Musaf Amidah, which emphasizes that G-d takes into account all
our actions while judging us, even our mundane actions, good and bad.
So if G-d does not need our prayers, if he only has limited patience for our supplications, what does he
desire? G-d certainly doesn’t desire our empty words or to observe us going through the motions of ritual
observance. Isaiah, speaking on behalf of G-d, declares, “You continue to bring me worthless mealofferings...your appointed festivals my soul hates…even if you were to increase your prayer, I do not
hear…purify yourselves, remove the evil of your doing from before my eyes (1:13-17). In other words, G-d
desires our Teshuvah (repentance). Every weekday, three times a day, we praise G-d in the Amidah, "Blessed
be you our G-d, who desires repentance." The 27 hours of liturgy we find in the Machzor (Holiday prayer
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book) serves as a repentance manual giving us the opportunity to uncover our mundane errors. As we pray, we
should not passively await judgment; we should be judging ourselves, analyzing our actions both big and
small, and pledging to avoid committing the sins we are now confessing to.
Conversely, we can head down the road of disaster by sweeping our sins under the carpet or even
worse, blame others. But if you choose to do that you may make a fool out of yourself like the Mayor of San
Diego, Bob Filner. After being accused by eight women of unwelcome advances and admitting his behavior
was “inexcusable,” Filner argued that the city should fund his legal defense for failing to give him anti-sexual
harassment training. Bob, you should have stopped after admitting your behavior was inexcusable and
focused on doing Teshuvah instead of blaming the very city which you lead. I think you would have found
that we Americans can be very forgiving. Unfortunately, you made yourself a laughingstock and provided us
with a great example of what not to do. We can learn from Bob Filner’s error. Though we stand in judgment
today, it is not too late to present new exculpatory evidence before the stern decree is finalized. How? By
doing Teshuvah (repentance) which can mean:
✓ admitting wrongdoing (I was wrong)
✓ apologizing (saying I’m sorry)
✓ making restitution (which can be financial or emotional)
✓ resolving to attempt to avoid committing the same sin again
✓ asking for forgiveness (please forgive me)
Our Father, our King, be gracious with us and answer us though we have no worthy deeds, treat us
with charity and kindness and save us.
Why should our Father and King be gracious to us though we have no worthy deeds? Because the
person standing before him now is not the same person who entered this room. The person who stands before
him now is attempting to improve and will leave this room an improved person.
Rabbi Steven Saks
________________________________________________________________________________________
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KASHRUTH UPDATE
The Va’ad HaKashruth of Delaware, an independent community organization established in 1948, serves the
needs of kosher certification for Delaware’s Jewish Community. The Va’ad facilitates and promotes high
Orthodox standards of Kashruth by supervising and certifying several local establishments, caterers and
institutions. If you have questions or suggestions about kashruth in Delaware or would be willing to become
involved in the work of the Va’ad, please contact the Rav Hamachshir, Rabbi Steven Saks, at 302-762-2705.
Updated 9/06/2019
Type

Name

Address

Phone (or other contact method)

Deli

ShopRite of Brandywine
Commons (kosher department,
not general deli area)

1300 Rocky Run Parkway
Wilmington, DE 19803

(302) 477-3270

Bakery

ShopRite of Brandywine
Commons

1300 Rocky Run Parkway
Wilmington, DE 19803

(302) 477-3270

Catering

Shoprite of Brandywine
Commons (kosher catering
department)

1300 Rocky Run Parkway
Wilmington, DE 19803

(302) 477-3270

Catering

Drop Squad Kitchen

928 Justison St
Wilmington, DE 19801

abundance@dropsquadkitchen.com

Frozen
Yogurt

Berri Yummi, North Wilmington
(Frozen yogurt only)

The Shoppes at Naamans
3100 Naamans Road, #5
Wilmington, DE 19810

(302) 478-0200

Ice Cream

Drop Squad Kitchen

928 Justison St
Wilmington, DE 19801

(302) 984-2773

Restaurant

Drop Squad Kitchen

928 Justison St
Wilmington, DE 19801

(302) 984-2773

Community

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth and
Congregation Beth Shalom
(kitchen)

1801 Baynard Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19802

(302) 762-2705

Community

Siegel Jewish Community
Center (main kitchen, JCade
kitchen, early childhood center)

101 Garden of Eden Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19803

(302) 478-5660

Community

Kutz Home
(kitchen)

704 River Road
Wilmington, DE 19809

(302) 764-7000
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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
These services take place at
the Siegel JCC

These services take place at
1801 Baynard Blvd

EREV (EVENING OF) YOM KIPPUR
Tuesday, October 8, 2019

EVENING OF (EREV) SUCCOT
Sunday, October 13, 2019

Candle Lighting before
6:15 PM
Fast begins
6:15 PM
Kol Nidre
PROMPTLY at 6:15 PM
Sermon: “Thank you Congresswoman Omar?”

Mincha/Ma’ariv Service
Candle Lighting

YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, October 9, 2019

Shacharit
Mincha/Ma’ariv Service
Candle Lighting

Birchot Hashachar
8:00 AM
Shacharit
8:30 AM
Torah Service
10:00 AM
Sermon: “Kaddish: Not an end but a beginning”
11:00 AM
Yizkor Memorial Service
11:45 AM
Musaf Service
12:30 PM
Mincha Service
4:30 PM
Ne’ilah
6:00 PM
Sounding of the Shofar & Ma’ariv Service
7:05 PM
Children’s services will take place in the JCC Senior
Lounge at approx. 10:45 a.m. Juice and sweets will
be available at the JCC following the fast. Logistical
issues prevent us from offering the usual full "breakthe-fast" of recent years.

6:00 PM
6:07 PM

FIRST DAY OF SUCCOT
Monday, October 14, 2019
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
7:05 PM

SECOND DAY OF SUCCOT
Tuesday, October 15, 2019
Shacharit
Mincha/Ma’ariv Service
Havdallah (wine only)

9:00 AM
6:20 PM
7:04 PM

HOSHANAH RABBAH
Sunday, October 20, 2019
Shacharit
Mincha/Ma’ariv Service
Candle Lighting

8:00 AM
6:00 PM
5:57 PM

SHEMINI ATZERET
Monday, October 21, 2019
Shacharit
Yizkor Memorial Service
Mincha
Ma’ariv Service
Hakafot
Candle Lighting

9:00 AM
10:45 AM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
6:55 PM

SIMCHAT TORAH
Tuesday, October 22, 2019
Shacharit
Hakafot
Mincha/Ma’ariv Service
Havdallah (wine only)
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TIME FOR THOSE NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
Resolve this year to enrich your life by participating in more
activities at your congregation. Do it for yourself and for AKSE.
-------------------------------------------------COMMITTEES------------------------------------------------Ritual
AKSE Marketing/Publicity
Communications
Adult Education
Gift Card Marketing*
Shofar
Finance
Kiddush*
Shabbat newsletter
Administrative
Israel Advocacy Committee
Website*
Facilities
High Holiday*
E-mail
Membership*
Circle Clubs
By election/appointment—
Ways and Means*
Historical
Executive Board
Community Affairs
Cemetery
Board of Governors
Kesher (Outreach to Ill and
Temporary/Permanent Home*
Collections/adjustments
Homebound)*
Torah Scroll Endowment
Fund
----------------------------------------------ORGANIZATIONS---------------------------------------------Sisterhood*
Chevra Kadisha (Burial Society)
Men’s Club*
Lanetzach Tzi’irim (Adult Dancers)
Chug Ivri (Hebrew Speaking Club)
High Holiday Choir
Va’ad Hakashruth (Kashruth Supervision)*
Klezmer Band
---------------------------------------------------ACTIVITIES-------------------------------------------------Daily Minyan*
Shabbaton
Purim Gift Baskets
Shabbat Services*
Shabbat Hospitality
(Mishloach Manot)*
Yom Tov Services
Café Tamar*
Hamantashen Baking*
Women’s Tefillah Group*
Men’s Club Breakfast Series*
Yahrzeit Notices
Partnership Minyan*
Shabbat Torah Study Class
Yizkor Book*
Friday Night Dinner*
Basic Hebrew Reading Class
Shabbat Kiddush*
Endowed Honors
*These are some specific areas where expertise, help and participation are needed.

NAME:

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

Please contact me about the following committees, organizations, and activities:

I have an idea for a new activity or program:

Please return to the AKSE Office (P.O. Box 7305, Wilmington, DE 19803-7305),
or e-mail to office@AKSE.org, or contact the AKSE President at prez@AKSE.org.
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