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 FIRST CONGREGATION                        

Rabbi Steven Saks and AKSE – Celebrating Ten Years Together 
By Alan Bleier 

 
         Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth (AKSE) is thrilled to honor Rabbi 

Steven Saks upon his 10th Anniversary as its Spiritual Leader with a 

Special Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Celebratory Dinner on 

Friday, November 16. 

         In 2006, Rabbi Saks received s’micha (rabbinic ordination) 

from Kollel Ayshel Avraham Rabbinical Seminary in Spring 

Valley, NY and an advanced rabbinical degree from the Union for 

Traditional Judaism (UTJ). He also holds a Master of Science 

degree in Human Resource Development from Towson University 

and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of New 

York at Oswego. Moreover, uncommon for a rabbi, he is a black 

belt in Jiu Jitsu, which he has also taught.  

         Rabbi Saks’ philosophy of 

Judaism has been referred to as 

Traditional, with a core principle 

that the religious center of Judaism 

must be strengthened regarding 

Halakha while also embracing the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rabbi Saks Ten Year Celebration 
Friday November 16 

 
 The service will begin at 6 p.m, followed by the dinner at 7 p.m. The cost 
for the dinner is $20 per person ages 14 and older and $15 per person ages 
13 and under. Please make reservations by calling the AKSE office at 302-
762-2705. Reservations must be made and paid in full by Monday, 
November 5

th
.  

        Thanks to all those that attended the October 25 Congregational 
Meeting. After spirited discussion, the Congregation voted 
overwhelmingly to accept the most  recent offer from New Mt. Olive 
Church. In addition, the congregation confirmed that AKSE leadership 
should pursue a temporary shared space arrangement with 
Congregation Beth Shalom.  
          Please be alert to your email and snail mail, as another 

congregational meeting will be scheduled, ideally in November, to confirm two satisfying 
pieces of business: 1)  Alan Bleier has stepped up and put his name in to be AKSE President 
and 2) Approval of a new contract for Rabbi Saks, a two—year agreement that for contract 
purposes will run from August 1, 2018 through July 31, 2020.  
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Cheat Your Way into Heaven 

Yom Kippur Yizkor 5779 

Rabbi Steven Saks 

September 19, 2018 

 

It’s back to school. Remember being nervous 
about having to take a test and praying you would 
pass it? But now imagine that the teacher 
distributed a study guide with the questions that 
will be on the test. You’d undoubtedly feel more 
confident about your chances. Well the teacher has 
already distributed the questions that you will be 
tested on, when you take your final, final exam, the 
admissions test to qualify for Olam Haba (the World 
to Come).  

 According to the Talmud (Shabbat 31a), the 
exam will be made up of the following six questions: 

 

Did you conduct your business faithfully? 

Did you set a fixed time to study Torah? 
Did you participate in the commandment to be 

fruitful and multiply? 
Did you anxiously anticipate the redemption? 
Did you engage in the pursuit of wisdom? 
When you learned Torah, did you infer one 

thing from another? 

Let’s look at these questions. 

When we think of Jewish life we tend to think 

about mitzvot (commandments) which make Jews 
distinct, such as Shabbat and Kashrut. Yet, 
surprisingly, the first question, “Did you conduct 
your business with emunah (with faith)?” focuses 
on neither. The point the Talmud is making is that 
it is not enough to be a one tablet Jew.  The two 
Luchot (tablets) which comprise the Aseret Hadibrot 
(Ten Commandments) are distinct from each other. 
The first tablet deals with the mitzvot bein adam 
l’makom (commandments between man and God), 

(Continued on page 3) 
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and the second tablet deals with mitzvot bein adam l’chavero (between man 
and his fellow). By beginning with a question that focuses on interpersonal 
relationships, the Talmud is reminding us that the way we deport ourselves in 
our relations with others is just as important as how we comport ourselves in 

our relationship with God.  
It should be noted that the very same page of Talmud that contains these 

six questions also contains the famous story of the individual who told Hillel 
that he would convert to Judaism if Hillel could teach him the entire Torah 

while he stood al regel achat (on one foot). Though this individual very well may 
have been mocking Hillel, Hillel responded, “That which is hateful to you, do 
not do to your fellow. That is the entire Torah. All the rest is an elaboration [on 
that one point]. Now go learn it!” In other words, the goal of the Torah is to 
teach us how to treat our fellow well. You may be surprised that Hillel didn’t 
mention God in his summation of the Torah, but if you think about it makes 
perfect sense. The Torah begins by teaching us that humanity was created 
B’tselem Elokim (in the image of God). That is to say, we are all created by the 
same God and are all his children. Therefore, by treating your fellow well you 
are treating God’s other children well. Parents love when others treat their 
children well. Want to make someone happy? Give their kid a gift. You want to 
make your creator happy? Treat someone else well.  

By conducting our business with emunah (faith), we also demonstrate our 

faith in God. Because we trust in God to care for us, we have no need to cheat 
in business. Now, of course, we all understand the value of honesty, but 
simply being honest is not enough. You can be quite upfront with someone 
who is vulnerable about how you intend to take advantage of him. Honest Abe 
himself when speaking about character didn’t focus on honesty but said, “If 
you want to test a man’s character, give him power.” Unfortunately, this past 
year’s endless stream of stories about clergy of various faiths abusing children 
and of figures such as Harvey Weinstein reminded us just how easy it is to 
abuse a position of power.  

For that reason, Pirkei Avot 4:1 teaches that the one who is truly strong 
is the one who hakovesh et yitzro (conquers his own desire). True strength is 
not measured by your ability to impose your will on others but rather to 
conquer your own yetzer harah (evil inclination) that tells you it is okay to take 
advantage of others. The most frequently cited mitzvah (command) in the Torah 
has nothing to do with kashrut or Shabbat observance; it is the command to 
treat the vulnerable (orphan, widow, stranger) with kindness. This first 
question of conducting business faithfully can be boiled down to another, 

“Were you a mensch (good person)?” 
 Let's look at the second question "Did you fix a time to study Torah?" We 

can understand why we are asked if we studied Torah; after all, the word 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 



 4       SHOFAR NOVEMBER,  2018 

 

Torah means “teaching,” and we would be wise to study the teachings of our 
creator. But why are we asked if we had a fixed time? Upon reflection it is 
obvious. As we know when we simply say that we’re going to get around to 
doing something eventually, when we have the time, it often never happens. We 

become busy with other things. This question is reminding us of the 
importance of prioritizing Torah study. 

And here at Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth, it’s easy to do so. You can join us 
for Parsha and Pizza on Wednesday nights or for our new class Saks on Sacks 
in which I will be leading a study of Rabbi Jonathan Sack’s new curriculum, 

Ten Paths to God, on Thursday evenings. By doing so you’ll also be able to 
answer two other questions affirmatively: question five, “Did you engage in the 

pursuit of chachma (wisdom)?” and question six “Did you engage in the pursuit 
of da’at (knowledge)?” Studying with others helps you to increase your 
chachma (wisdom) because you learn from each other. Pirkei Avot 1:6 famously 
teaches aseh l’cha rav, ukeneh l’cha chever (accept a teacher upon yourself; 
acquire a friend for yourself). It also helps you increase your da’at (knowledge), 
which is defined as being able to infer one thing from another, because you’ll 
have the opportunity to deduce practical teaching from our ancient texts.  

 Question three “Did you participate in the commandment to be fruitful 
and multiply?” is problematic because for a variety of reasons many people 
never have children. Does that mean that they are doomed to fail this final 

exam? The word for parent in Hebrew is horeh / horah and for teacher it is 
moreh / morah. It’s not an accident they sound similar; they have the same 
shoresh (root). The point is that you become a parental figure to someone by 
teaching him or her. Parenting isn’t an issue of biology; it’s an issue of raising 
someone. This question is really asking “Did you enhance the lives of others by 
sharing your wisdom and knowledge with them?”  

We now come to our final question: “Did you anxiously anticipate the 
redemption?” We now have come full circle. On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, 
we learned that the Jewish response to an imperfect world is Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world). We shouldn’t just anticipate Geula (redemption); we must 
do our part to bring it about. And we can start right here, right now by 

ensuring the wellbeing of our beloved Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth. Sure the 
future is uncertain, but that has never dissuaded us Jews before. 

Ask your non-Jewish friends what percentage of the population Jews 
make up in America. They’ll probably guess about five, even ten, percent. The 
truth is we make up fewer than three percent. Why do people think we are so 
much more numerous than we really are? Because our contributions to society 

are so great! In fact, there is a prohibition on counting Jews directly. Why, 
because if we simply looked at our small numbers we would become 
discouraged. So instead in ancient Israel people were counted indirectly 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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through the payment of their half shekel yearly tax. The message is it’s not 
enough to be passively counted; you must stand up and contribute. And when 
we all stand together and contribute, our contributions far exceed our small 
numbers.   

The Jewish people as a whole and we here at AKSE should remember 
what Moshe said in his farewell to the nation, “Not because you are more 
numerous than all the peoples did Hashem desire to choose you, for you are 
the smallest of all peoples” (Deut. 7:7).  

Yes, the future is uncertain, and, yes, we are small. But our contributions 
to this community are herculean, invaluable and irreplaceable.  

We provide the community at large with: 
 

• Multiple nights of adult education a week and with our annual AKSE 
Academy 

• Daily services 

• A communal standard for Kashrut through the supervision by the Vaad 
Hakashrut of Delaware, which includes a Kosher L'Pesach deli at Shoprite 

• Our members are among the most active in Israel advocacy 

• And most importantly we provide the community with a welcoming inclusive 
centrist community committed to the integration of Torah values into the 
modern world. And these are things that this community just can't afford to 

lose. You do not want to picture this community without AKSE. 
 

 Over time demographic realities have changed, so I can’t promise you a 
return to the good old glory days of Gewirtz. But by standing together we can 
take control of our future, and we can create new good old days! We may be 
about to recite Yizkor, but let’s not forget that Judaism celebrates life and 
hope. Our song is the Hatikvah! Over Rosh Hashanah someone who requested 
to remain anonymous stated, “AKSE not what your shul can do for you, but 
what you can do for your shul.” Now that’s the spirit.   

  So now you have the exam questions in your hands ahead of time. When 
people asked you what your rabbi spoke about over Yom Kippur, you can tell 
them that he told you to cheat, that is, to cheat your way into heaven. You can 
explain to them that your maker expects you to do so, for he has placed the 
test questions in your hands ahead of time. Now make sure you're ready to 

answer.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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positive attributes of secular culture. He especially believes that each Jewish person should endeavor to climb 

the ladder of mitzvot at his/her own pace and within his/her comfort level. This approach has underpinned his 

work at AKSE, in the Wilmington area, and beyond.   

          Rabbi Saks serves as the head of the Delaware Association of Rabbis and Cantors and the Rav 

Hamachshir (rabbinic head) of the Vaad HaKashrut of Delaware and of the Chevra Kadisha (burial society). He 

has been a member of the UTJ Board of Directors throughout his tenure at AKSE and currently serves as its 

Vice President. He has consistently been active in communal organizations such as the Jewish Federation of 

Delaware (JFD), the Bernard & Ruth Siegel Jewish Community Center (Siegel J), and Albert Einstein 

Academy. 

          Recognized as a strong supporter of Israel, Rabbi Saks is active in national organizations such as the 

American Israel Public Affairs Committee, Israel Bonds, and the Zionist Organization of America. In 2016 he 

was honored with ZOA’s Guardian of Israel Award. He led a communal trip to Israel in 2014 with Rabbi 

Michael Beals of Congregation Beth Shalom and Rabbi Yair Robinson of Congregation Beth Emeth. He and 

Rabbi Beals are planning a second trip for 2019. 

          In the 10 years that Rabbi Saks has served AKSE, he has been an active leader in adult and youth 

education. He introduced informative and exciting programs such as his weekly “Parsha & Pizza” and periodic 

“What Profits the Prophets.” In addition, he generally teaches Talmudic and Halakhic material after morning 

and evening services throughout the week and provides Torah commentary at key points between aliyot on 

Shabbat and other days, such as Yom Tov and Rosh Chodesh. He has recently begun teaching a course at AKSE 

called “Saks on Sacks,” open to the entire community and based on the new Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’ curriculum 

“Ten Paths to God.” 

          In recent years, Rabbi Saks has hosted Community Seders for the first two nights of Pesach, attracting 

both AKSE members and non-members. He has supported the development of Partnership Minyanim at AKSE, 

in an effort to maximize women's participation in Shabbat Services within Jewish law as understood by 

Orthodox tradition.  

         Rabbi Saks has taught numerous adult education courses at the Siegel J under the auspices of the 

Delaware Valley Learning Institute. He has also regularly taught Basic Judaism Classes, which have culminated 

in some students converting to Judaism. His outreach efforts have also included holding a Parshat HaShavua 

(Torah portion of the week) class for a study group 

comprised of professionals who meet in downtown 

Wilmington during their lunch time. 

        By providing Mashgiach services, Rabbi Saks has 

ensured kosher events for the JFD and the Jewish 

community. Recently, he helped to bring kosher restaurant 

dining back to Delaware by kashering and supervising 

Drop Squad Kitchen at the Wilmington waterfront. 

          These and other of Rabbi Saks’ accomplishments 

during his 10 years at AKSE have made him a most valued 

and integral member of our vibrant Jewish community and 

an important leader locally and regionally. 

 

Mazel Tov, Rabbi Saks, and Yasher Ko’ach!        

(Continued from page 1) 

       Photo by Mark Wagman  
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LET’S NOT FORGET GIFT CARDS PLEASE 
 
Congregants, friends, relatives, and neighbors can call Dianne Seidel  ...302-479-0490 for the store cards ,, 

Walgreens, Shop Rite, Giant and Acme.. anytime.  

 I'll make arrangements to get them to your door or pick  them up  at AKSE office 302-762-2705..  

 IT DOESN' T COST YOU ANYTHING, BUT HELPS AKSE !!!!!   

Mary Campbell Center Christmas Assistance Day will not take place this year.  
 

For many past years, a large group of AKSE volunteers have spent December 25 morning at the Center helping to distribute 
Christmas gifts to residents, allowing some staff folks to enjoy their holiday at home. Things have changed for this year, 
and they only need 12 people, and a Christian group has volunteered and will take on the effort.  As to the future? Not 
known. Thanks to all for your past smiles, and good cheer and some Tikun Olam.  

            The Delaware Shakespeare Company  
is presenting The Merchant of Venice at various community forums, 
correction facilities, etc. this fall and is looking for people 
knowledgeable about Judaism, its practices and beliefs (as they 
relate to the play) to attend the downstate performances and answer 
questions from the audience that may arise at the end of each 
presentation. This is an effort to promote understanding of the harm 
caused by racial and ethnic prejudice, and promote positive 
discussion in the community at large to combat it. If you are able to 
help, contact Aida Waserstein by calling the synagogue office 
at 302-762-2705.  
          The Merchant  of Venice runs October 24 through November 
18 at  various locations throughout New Castle, Kent and Sussex 
counties. Performances are free and open to the public (except for those in the prisons). Seating for the public is 
limited and reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Seats for public performances can be 
reserved by emailing info@delshakes.org. 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE TOUR SCHEDULE 

Thursday 11/1 at 7pm 
Siegel JCC (Wilmington) 

Saturday 11/3 at 7pm 
CAMP Rehoboth (Rehoboth Beach) 

Sunday 11/4 at 2pm 
Route 9 Library & Innovation Center (New Castle) 

Wednesday 11/7 at 6pm 
Delaware Center for Homeless Veterans (Wilmington) 

Thursday 11/8 at 5:30pm 
Groves Adult High School – Red Clay (Stanton) 

Friday 11/9 at 6pm 
Latin American Community Center (Wilmington) 

Sunday 11/11 at 2pm 
Dover Public Library (Dover) 

Tuesday 11/13 at 5:30pm 
Group performance for Georgetown-area substance abuse treatment facilities (Georgetown Public Library) 

Wednesday 11/14 at 6pm 
Polytech Adult High School (Woodside) 

Friday 11/16 at 2pm 
Delaware Psychiatric Center (Wilmington) 
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NEWS FROM THE AKSE JUDAICA SHOP 

 
GREETINGS FROM THE GIFT SHOP!  
Continuing the gift shop’s “Clean Sweep Sale,” 
everything is on sale – UP TO 75% off. 
(Excludes regular and decorative candles and 
parchments).  
   

If you would like to help out in the gift shop or 
need to do some shopping, please call Dianne at 
302-479-0490. I am not there all the time, and the 
office staff is not available to help. 
 

The Judaica Shop provides major support for our 
AKSE Sisterhood, which in turn contributes to 
our shul. The Judaica Shop advertises in the 
Shofar and on the AKSE and Sisterhood website. 
 

Stop by. We still have free gift wrapping services!! There are still plenty of gift items for High Holidays, 
Hanukkah, baby gifts, new home items or just a “because” gift. There are plenty of paper items, mezuzahs, 
jewelry, kids’ toys or books, serving pieces for holidays, adults’ and kids’ cookbooks, kitchen sets, Hanukkah 
candles, big and small menorahs....and so much more....all on sale. 
 
 

Dianne Seidel   Chairperson 
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Below is the talk Mara Seidel wrote as 
the Israel Bond Appeal as presented by 
her Mom on Yom Kippur 5779, aka 
September 19, 2018. 

 

Shana tova to the congregation, and 
thanks mom for reading this.  

New Year’s Day 2003 was my first 
trip to Israel.  I went on Birthright, and 
to tell you a secret – I actually disliked 
it.  The food made my stomach hurt, 
the toilets flushed funny, and I had no 
clue what to say to the soldiers on my 
bus.  To top it all off – I didn’t even 
have my “moment” at the Western 
Wall – I felt nothing.  

 

“Welcome home,” they said.  “This is 
your homeland. You belong here.”  
But the problem was, I didn’t feel like 
I did.   In fact, I couldn’t have felt 
more foreign.  

 

“Wasn’t it the best 10 days of your 
life?” they asked upon my return.  

“Didn’t you just love it?”  How could I tell them the truth? So instead I marched to the study abroad office, like all the 
other participants from my trip. And when the counselor said Virginia Tech doesn’t have study abroad programs in Israel, I 
signed a big breath of relief and went to Barcelona instead.  At least I tried, I could tell them.  And that was that.  I could 
check Israel off my list and never return.  (give the audience a look of yeah…right!) 

 

But I gotta hand it to my family and my solid AKSE upbringing – Judaism was a strong part of my identity, and I went on 
to become a professional Jew, working as an Engagement Fellow at the University of Massachusetts Hillel. And surprise, 
surprise staffing multiple Birthright trips was part of my job description.  It was also at UMass where I met Hila – the Israel 
Fellow - brought in for a year to strengthen students’ connections to Israel.  We simply became best friends, and every time 
I staffed a trip to Israel, I extended for a week to stay with her family in Ashkelon where they repeatedly told me, “You 
belong here.  Make Aliyah.  We’ll find you your “cha-tan” (or husband)”.  I always laughed it off, but when my fellowship 
at UMass ended, I signed up for a 5 month internship program in Tel Aviv, to be closer to Hila and her family.  And it was 
there I met one of her roommates – who would become my “cha-tan”, my now husband, Tom.  Just like that 5 months 
became 10 years – and a decade later I’m a kibbutz member, with a 2 year old whose Hebrew far surpasses mine. 

 

However, it wasn’t so simple.  For me, the road to Aliyah was a rocky one. Being 6000 miles away from my family, friends 
and everything once familiar poses constant challenges – like reading my bank statement, making a doctor’s appointment 
or evening buying the right cheese at the grocery store.  I literally felt like I was 12 years old – desperately wanting to be a 
grown up, but just not quite independent enough. It took time to build a community, a career, understand the 8 o’clock 
news. But then there are the glorious situations when I realized the beauty in living in a Jewish Homeland, and these I dub 
the “Only in Israel” moments.  

 
For example, last month Tom and I went out to a trendy Tel Aviv restaurant, and 3 things happened within 3 minutes that 
truly can only happen in the Jewish State:  

One – I look across the room and see a large painting of Theodore Herzl, the father of Zionism.  But this is not a regular 
painting – it’s “hipster Herzl”, decked out in tattoos, piercings and a Mohawk.   

Next I hear the background music is a reggae version of Hava Nagilla – I mean, who knew that could be a thing? 

And then when I ordered the liver, the waitress alerted me the mashed potatoes were dairy, but could be substituted with 
steamed vegetables if it was a problem….Don’t worry Rabbi – I swapped the ‘taters for the veggies! 

I mean, where else in the world could those things all happen while out to eat?  …”Only in Israel!” 

 

On the first day of my tour guiding course, my professor handed out a bookmark with all the 13 time periods of rule in the 
Land of Israel.  From Abraham to Independence in 1948.  In 4000 years of history, the last Jewish autonomous rule was 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SHABBAT TORAH READERS SCHEDULE 2018          
      

12/1 Cantor Redfern    
12/8 AKSE Men  
12/15 Cantor Redfern   
12/22 Cantor Redfern  
12/29 AKSE Men 

11/3 Cantor Redfern    
11/10 Partnership Minyan  
11/17 Cantor Redfern   
11/24 Cantor Redfern  

 
FREE BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS AS WE “CLEAN HOUSE”: 
Congregants are invited to take books that are displayed on the clearly 
marked bookshelves located close to the library entrance. You will find a 
variety of prayer books, older and newer library books, books and magazines 
about Jewish pedagogy, and family-oriented books about holidays and rituals. 
For former Talmud Torah students, there are nostalgia (or fear?) inducing 
workbooks. Plus miscellaneous tchotchkes, children’s puzzle books, CDs, 
and video tapes. All are free for the taking. 

with the Hasmonean Dynasty around 150 BCE.  And while I hope Israel goes on forever as is, I can’t help but think what if 
we are just another sliver on the bookmark, and who knows what will come next.  But in the meantime, I’m glad I got in 
while the getting is good – living in our homeland during a special time in our history.  

 

But perhaps it really hit me in 2015 – 12 years after my first visit – when I finally had my moment at the Wall.  I was 
guiding a group, standing at the Kotel, 4 months pregnant.  I felt a tremendous sense of pride that I was bringing a Sabra – 
Israeli born – into this world.  She has the privilege of holding an Israeli passport, speaking Hebrew as her mother (or rather 
father) tongue, knowing the land from the green Galilee to the sandy Negev, and being a free Jew in the Jewish homeland.  I 
thought of my grandparents and their blue Jewish National Fund tzedakah boxes and how proud they would be.  I thought 
about the 2000 years of Jews who didn’t have the choices and freedom we have today and how hard people fought for me to 
be able to park my car at Mamilla mall, walk into the Jaffa Gate, through the Old City, down past security and touch the 
Herodian stone of the Western Wall – the part closest to where the Holy Temple once stood.  This is something I never take 
for granted and feel humbled at every visit.  
 
Along with guiding, I work a few days a week for Leket – the national food bank of Israel, where we have a farm whose 
crops entirely go to the needy.  I work with American volunteers who give their time, while visiting the country, and 
together we pick tomatoes, beets, mangoes - that all go to those who cannot afford to buy their own.  I hear parents dutifully 
teaching their children of the mitzvah they are doing, and what makes it extra special, they point out, is out of the 613 
mitzvot – this is 1 of the 26 you can only do in the land of Israel.  In the end, when they thank me for the opportunity to do 
“avodat chessed” – charity work – I think how amazing it is that I get to do this all the time.  I literally get to work this 
special land, contribute to its people and make an impact.   

 

So in the end – why do I live in Israel?   I live here because I feel I’m part of something way bigger than me.  I’m part of 
history in the making. And while I miss Wilmington, Delaware tremendously, I’m grateful to be able to call Israel home.  

 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy new year. Gmar Chatima Tova!    Mara Seidel 
And please, come visit us!   

(Continued from page 9) 
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 SAKS ON            6 pm 
SACKS 
CLASS 
6 pm 
                               
                                        

     
     

14 TAMMUZ 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

13 TAMMUZ 11 TAMMUZ 12 TAMMUZ  7 TAMMUZ 8 TAMMUZ 9 TAMMUZ  10 TAMMUZ 

28 TAMMUZ 26 TAMMUZ 27 TAMMUZ 22 TAMMUZ 23 TAMMUZ 24 TAMMUZ 25 TAMMUZ 

9 KISLEV 8 KISLEV 3 KISLEV 

20 KISLEV 

24 CHESHVAN 

5 KISLEV 

25 CHESHVAN 

19 KISLEV 

7 KISLEV 

18 KISLEV 

23 CHESHVAN 

Friday  

Evenings  
Candle 

Lighting 

NOV  2 

NOV  9 

NOV  16 

NOV  23 

NOV 30 

5:40 PM 

4:33 PM 

4:27 PM 

4:22 PM 

4:20 PM 

Saturday 
Evenings 

Mincha 
Ma’ariv  

Havdallah 
Times 

NOV 3 

NOV 10 

NOV 17 

NOV 24 

DEC 1 

5:30 PM 

4:30 PM 

4:20 PM 

4:20 PM 

4:15 PM 

6:39 PM 

5:32 PM 

5:26 PM 

5:22 PM 

5:19 PM 

6 KISLEV 4 KISLEV 

18 TAMMUZ 14 KISLEV 15 KISLEV  16 KISLEV 13 KISLEV 12 KISLEV 11 KISLEV 10 KISLEV 

26 CHESHVAN 27 CHESHVAN 28 CHESHVAN 29 CHESHVAN   30 CHESHVAN 1 KISLEV 2 KISLEV 

17 KISLEV 21 KISLEV 22 KISLEV 

Smiles from  
Gift Card use 

Joy from Gift 
Card purchase 
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EMMANUEL DINING ROOM:  Emmanuel Dining Room opened its doors on November 
30th, 1979 in the basement of Sacred Heart Church at 10th and Madison Streets, in an impover-
ished neighborhood bordering the downtown corporate center. Initially, the plan was to open 
one day a week. By the following year, they were serving lunches five days a week. Church 
programs held on weekends prevented use of the basement on Saturday and Sunday. Brother 
Ronald Giannone, OFM Cap., founder and executive director of the Ministry of Caring, was 
responsible for launching Emmanuel Dining Room and a host of other social agencies to serve 
the needs of the poor. He worried that older citizens would go hungry over the weekend, when 
senior centers were closed. Enter Reverend Jim Young of the Methodist Action Program 
(MAP). He approached Brother Ronald about serving meals at the Old Asbury Methodist 
Church at Third and Walnut Streets in the heart of a very poor section of Wilmington. A partnership was formed, 
and the rest is history. It is at this church, on the 7th day of every month, that the Jewish community of Delaware 
takes its turn, cooking and serving a hot, nutritious meal to some of Wilmington’s neediest citizens. Ruth Balick, 
then president of Jewish Family Services, divided up the year amongst the three Wilmington synagogues and 
other Jewish organizations. At AKSE, our assignment is the 7th of November, December and January. Although 
the faces of the volunteers have changed during the time we have been involved with this important mitzvah pro-
ject, we are proud to have performed a service for the greater Wilmington community for close to 40 years. Sad-
ly, we are currently at a crossroads. We would like to continue to provide this important community service, but 
we can no longer do so unless new individuals step up and volunteer to take on a leadership role. One person 
has already offered to co-chair this committee; we only need one additional co-chair to keep our decades-
long outreach program on track! Please contact Wendy Shlossman at pshlossman@comcast.net if you 
would like to help.   

 
 
 
 

Genetics Symposium at the Jewish Community Center 
 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 10 am – 12 noon 

JCC 101 Garden of Eden Rd. Wilmington, DE 19803 

Panelists on genetic diseases, history and current trends, testing, cancer related mutations 

Take control of your health 

Free breakfast provided 

Free babysitting provided (registration for babysitting is required) 

Free and Open to the public  

For information, contact Rabbi Ellen Bernhardt Jewish Federation of Delaware 

ellen@shalomdel.org or 302-427-2100 

To RSVP or for more information, go to ShalomDelaware.org/genes 

mailto:pshlossman@comcast.net
mailto:ellen@shalomdel.org
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WHAT'S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN? 

    This month should be the Chanukah recipe.  Who needs another Chanukah recipe?  You all have 
been making your families potato latkes and they are probably looking forward to the next batch for 
the holiday.  I know I love making applesauce, some families buy applesauce or use sour 
cream.  We all have our favorite recipes and your families love whatever you make for them.  
 
Unfortunately, many people cannot eat fried foods.  If you are remembering the oil used on this holiday to remind us of its 
significance maybe a recipe with oil added but not used for frying might suit your diet. This recipe is also vegan and many 
people prefer to eat a healthy diet with the Mediterranean influence.  
 
Briam is a traditional Greek roasted vegetable dish with lots of olive oil.  Olive oil is the only source of fat in this dish, Yes, it 
is a Greek recipe so keep the spirit of the Maccabees and the story of our religious freedom foremost.  
 
BRIAM  
 
Ingredients 
 
2 pounds of potatoes peeled and thinly sliced  
4 large zucchinis thinly sliced  
4 small red onions thinly sliced  
6 ripe tomatoes pureed 
 
1/2 cup olive oil  
3 Tablespoons chopped fresh parsley (optional) and I use flat leaf parsley  
sea salt and ground black pepper to taste  
 
Directions  
 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees  
Spread potatoes, zucchini and red onions in a 9x13 baking pan. 
Cover with pureed tomatoes, olive oil, and parsley. Season with salt and pepper.  
Toss all ingredients together so the vegetables are evenly coated.  
Bake in a preheated oven, stirring after 1 hour, until vegetables are tender, and moisture has evaporated about 90 minutes. 
Cool slightly before serving or serve at room temperature.  
 
This mixture may need 2 baking pans.  You can always cut the recipe in half or make it for a crowd.  It can also be served 
as a main course.  
 
 
The Mediterranean flare and the vegan benefit are so appealing to me, but I must admit, serving it with a warm loaf of 
crusty garlic bread would just make a great winter dinner. If you are serving dairy a bit of feta cheese might be a nice 
complement and some black olives.  
 
 
Try this, you will love it!  Hope the Holiday is full of fun, dreidels and lots of good food and the glow of the bright lights of 
Chanukah.  Happy Holiday to all of you.    

til next time......    Meryl 

PARSHA AND PIZZA AND SALAD (and dessert) 

 
. Rabbi Saks will lead his Parsha of the week sessions at 6 p.m. every Wednesday.  

(but not on Wednesday Nov. 21, erev Thanksgiving) 
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IN MEMORY OF  

 
Ellen Jane Kodisch, Mother of Wendy 
Shlosssman:  Sharon & Jim Marshall; Rhonda 
& Jim Lehr; Judi & Max Rosenberg; Sharon 
Berry; Harriet Ainbinder; Vivian & Alan 
Goldberg; Sylvia & Mark Wagman; Neal & 
Barbara Cohn; Amy & Michael Leviton; Shirley 
Fisch; Sandy Rosen & Maurice Linett; Dianne & 
Jeff Seidel; The Zussman Family; Susan & 
Steven Goodhart 
Bernice Tomases, Mother of Faith Tomases:  
Harriet Ainbinder; Helen & Paula Gordon 
Mother of Deb Zussman:  Amy & Michael 
Leviton; Cindy & Scott Slomowitz 
Laurie Cowan, Wife of Mark Lewittes:  
 Rex & Huguette Piha 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 
Avi Ini, on your Birthday:  
 Judy & Howard Berlin 
Sandy Rosen, on your Special Birthday: 
Sheila & Julius Berman 
Dianne & Jeff Seidel, on your New Grandson:  
Lolly & Kevin Gross 
Judy & Howard Berlin, on your New 
Grandson:  Ahron Augenbraun 
Linda & Noah Schreiber, on your New 
Grandson:  The Zussman Family 

 
YAHRZEIT 

 
Albert Piha:    Rex Piha 
Isadore Greenberg, Father:   Lolly Gross 
T. H. Stanton:    Barbara Stanton 
Leo Sirkin, Father:  Sally Levine 
Mary Zembel: Sandy Concord 
Oscar Cohn:  Selma Barshay 
Isadore Greenberg:  Sharon & Jerome Smith 
Fanny Bloom, Mother:  Freda Jacobs 
Father's Yahrtzeit:  Howard & Pam Schwartz 
Harold Goodman, Father:  Al Goodman 
Peter Sandrowitz  Peter Goldfinger 
Jacob Glass: Judy & Howard Berlin 
 

REFUAH SHLAYMAH 
(SPEEDY RECOVERY) 

 
Ella Zukoff:  Libby Plafker; Helen & Paula 
Gordon; Huguette & Rex Piha; The Zussman 
Family 
Barbara Schoenberg:  Libby Plafker 

 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Support of Morning Minyan:  Allen Kagel 
Max Rosenberg, Yasher Koach to you for 
your rousing fund-raising speech:  
 Paula Gordon 
Sylvia & Mark Wagman, Todah Rabah on 
allowing Jeff to use your stools during Yom 
Kippur:  Dianne & Jeff Seidel 
Rosanne Cabelli, Thank you for making my 
holiday so special:  
 Gefen Seidel Apelstein 
Sylvia Wagman, Thank you for making my 
holiday so special:  Gefen Seidel Apelstein 
Shirley Fisch, sorry to hear about your 
accident:  Libby Plafker 

 

 
 
 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
                                          

Received during the month of September, 2018 

 
 
     
 
 
 

     General Fund Donation 
 
 

 Ankie Vega  
 
 
 

 

In Appreciation of the  
 

High Holiday Choir 
 

Jonathan Jaffe 

 

 My Mother’s Yahrzeit 
 
 

Ron Gross 

 

Mel Zussman, Neil Lattin  
& Alan Bleier, Art Cohen 

 

 for Blowing the Shofar during          
Morning Minyan 

 

Jonathan Jaffe  

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

 
Jonathan Jaffe 

 
 
 

General Fund Donation 
 
 

Susan & David Warner  

 

Yom Kippur Services 
 
 

Adina & Daniel Mattes 
  

Reverse Donation  
Alert and Request.  

 
Someone borrowed the AKSE Paper 
Cutter from the office.   
Please return it ASAP 
  
Thanks 

 

Break the Fast 
 
 

Tomases Joffe Family 
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November 
Anniversaries 

7 
 
8 
15 
20 
26 

Dianne & Jeffrey Seidel 
Noah & Linda Schreiber 
Sandy Rosen & Maurice Linett 
Neil & Shay Rosen 
Rebecca Jaffe & Jerry Heisler 
Eleanor & Mark Weinglass 

Special Anniversaries 

  6   Barbara & Neal Cohn 
 12  Lolly & Kevin Gross 

November 
 Birthdays 

1 
3 
7 
8 
9 
 

10 
11 
14 
15 
 

17 
 

19 
20 
27 
28 

John A. Elzufon 
Peter Kopolovic 
Michael Weiss 
Clara L. Mattes 
Joseph S. Concors 
Mario Castillo 
Gerald C. Turnauer 
Faith Brown 
Maurice J. Linett 
Deborah J. Stromwasser 
Howard Schwartz 
Cynthia J. Slomowitz 
Tatyana Pyanina 
Mark Lewittes 
Ella S. Zukoff 
Jacob Weiner 
Seymour R. Weinstein 

Special Birthdays 

Brad Glazier 
Richard Gordon 
Debra R Zussman 
Lillian Cabelli 
Barbara J. Cohn 
Eric L Levin 
Bobby Miller 

1 
9 
14 
16 
 

23 
26 

Mazal Tov 
 

●  Mollie & Ron Makar upon the 
birth of their new granddaughter, 
Shoshana Lux Makar.  She is the 
daughter of Jonathan & Jordyn 
Makar and little sister of Max & 
Emanuel Makar. 
 
● Cindy Goldstein on the 
engagement of her daughter, 
Lara, to Terence Stone of New 
York City. 
 
 ● Cindy Goldstein on the 
engagement of her son Jared to 
Clair Young of Philadelphia. 
     
 
 CONDOLENCES TO - 

 
 

Wendy Shlossman 
 

Upon the passing of her 
mother 

 

Ellen Jane Kodish 
 
 

The Family of  
 

Bernice Tomases 
 

 

May the Lord comfort the families 
among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem and may they know of 
sorrow no more. 

Speedy Recovery 

Refuah Shlaimah. Good wishes 
and prayers for a complete  
recovery to: 
 

Lillian Cabelli 
  

Phylis Feibus 
 

Betty Slomowitz 
 

Ella Zukoff 
 

May the Lord our G-d send a  
perfect healing from heaven to all 

his sick children. Amen. 

November Birthday?  
Come and join us at our 
monthly birthday 
celebration on  
 

November 10, 2018 
 
and enjoy our delicious 
birthday cake. 
Donations appreciated.  
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 NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          21 
             Morris Eisenman  

  Pa      Pa uline Brown Rogasky  
        Sadie Sacks  

        22 
            Benjamin  D Barshay 

       David David 
         Dr. Gilbert Kates 

         Max Raskow 
           Helen Weiner  

          George Weinstein 
       23 

             William Bronstein 
         Naomi Goldstein 

        Irene Ofter 
          Bernard Panitz 
            Isadore Teder 

        24 
       Tess Hanig 

       25 
          Theodore Aber 
           Marvin Bailick 
           Laura Marshall 

         Irving Weiss 
       26 

            Jack Duretz 
T         Theodore Garfinkel 
               Edwin L Granite 

             Betty Jacobs 
H         Harold Schoenberg 

     28 
            Gertrude Ginsburg 

    30 
       Rose Simon 

        Harry Tappman 
 
 

 

SCHOENBERG MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
In the hallowed tradition of our faith  . . . 

a dignified setting  with reverence for customs and 
observances in strict accord  

with family wishes. 
 

519 Philadelphia Pike 
762-0334 

AKSE 
Daily Service Times: 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  

Monday,Tuesday,Thursday 
7:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday 5:30 p.m. 

 
Friday Evening 

 6:00 p.m. 
 

Community Minyan 
Wednesdays 

7:30 a.m. at Beth Shalom 
Fridays 

7:30 a.m. at AKSE  
Excluding Rosh Chodesh and 

other special days.  
 

Shabbat  
Services at 9:00 a.m. 

 
SEE CALENDAR for 
Mincha Ma’ariv times. 

HOLIDAY TIMES MAY 
DIFFER. 

 

1 
Isadore Erdman 

Herman Feldman  
Morris Goldstein 

Mark Haber  
Mark Sobel  

2 
Miriam Brodinsky Gish  
Sophie Kessel Jacobs  

Julius Turnauer  
Sophie Weiman  

3 
Harold Mickey Bronstein  

Mollie Rosenfeld  
Julius S. Wahl  

4 
Anna J Sklut 
Tillie Wellin 

5 
David Ini 

Harriet Bleier 
Manette Newstat 
Samuel Tolpin 

6 
Charles Clingman  

Harold Kruger  
Goldie Silverstein 

7 
Nettie Panitz 

Philip Genevitz  
Sandford Sugarman  

10 
Sidney Levin 

11 
Ethel Gottlieb 

Samuel Wasserman 
 
 

 

 

12 
Bernard Bank  

Benjamin Slutsky 
13 

Jacob Kovner  
Evsey Yampolsky  

14 
Henry Adelman  

Isadore Fisch  
Rafael Goldberg  
Morton Golder  

16 
Berdye  Greenwald  Feingold  

Amelia Glazier  
Libbie Schendowich  

Sarah Shulman  
17 

Sadie Edelson  
Louis Greenberg  

Joseph Greenstein  
18 

Aaron Simon Becker  
Rose Blumberg  

Joseph J. Jacobson  
Leo Keil  

Yetta Rubin  
19 

Joseph Cohen  
Sidney Hessan  

William Plotzker 
Dr. Israel Slogoff  

20 
Rose Gainen 

Marilyn Harwick 
Betty Kreshtool 
Pola Waserstein  

  

PLEASE NOTE:Yahrzeit dates 

listed represent the English dates 

which correspond to the Hebrew 

dates of death. 

AKSE OFFICE HOURS: 
 
 
Monday – Thursday  
 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
Friday, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
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BOSCOV’S 

Ala Carte 
CATERING SERVICE 

 

From a small, intimate gourmet dinner 
to a banquet for several hundred . . . 

from a cocktail party to a formal dinner . . . 
Boscov’s A La Carte makes entertaining easy. 

We’ll bring the party to you . . . 
or prepare it in your kitchen, if you prefer . . . 

perfectly tailored to your specifications, 
and very affordably priced. 

 

The best party you ever gCHESHVANe 
is just a phone call away. 

610-370-3718 

HARRIET JACOBS 
 

R e a l t o r  
Home 302 655 5600               Direct Dial 576 6816 

Residential Real Estate 
3711 Kennett Pk. Ste. 130 
Greenville, Delaware 
19807 
Office 302 429 4500 
E-mail  
Hjacobs@psre.com 
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ADAS KODESCH SHEL EMETH 
4412 WASHINGTON BLVD. 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802-1226 

  Bayshore Ford                                                               21 

 Harriet Jacobs Realtor 20 

 Boscov’s Catering Service 20 

 Schoenberg Memorial Chapel 19 

 ShopRite 20 

  AKSE FAMILY NEWS  18 

  CALENDARS AND SCHEDULES  

 AKSE Calendar   NOVEMBER  11 

 Daily Service Times  19 

 EVENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.                                     

   BIRTHDAY KIDDUSH NOVEMBER                                   18 

   BUILDING SALE UPDATE                                                   1 

    BOOK GIVEAWAY FROM AKSE LIBRARY                     10 

     DONATIONS                                                                     17                       

    EMMANUEL DINING ROOM REQUEST                           14 

     GENETICS SYMPOSIUM JCC                                           14                                  

 GIFT CARD PURCHASE REMINBER 7 

 GIFT SHOP REMINDER 8 

 ISRAEL FAMILY TRIP WITH AKSE/CBS FLYER 12,13 

 ISRAEL BOND APPEAL,  MARA SEIDEL TALK 9,10 

 MARY CAMPBELL CENTER XMAS UPDATE 7 

 MERCHANT OF VENICE PLAY & INFORMATION 7 

 PARSHA & PIZZA  INFO 15 

 RABBI’S LETTER 2-5 

 
RABBI 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY AND 
CELEBRATORY DINNER INFORMATION 

1,6 

 RABBI SAKS “SAKS ON SACKS” CLASS FLYER 8 

 SHOES FOR SHUL FLYER 16 

 TORAH READER SCHEDULE 10 

 WHAT’S COOKING IN YOUR KITCHEN 15 

 NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS 
    

19 

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER SHOFAR   

IS NOVEMBER 15, 2018 

Submissions due ON or BEFORE the DEADLINE in order to publish the 

Shofar in a timely fashion. Only items submitted on time can be 

guaranteed inclusion in the Shofar (subject to editorial discretion).  

Submissions MUST be in WRITING! Email to shofar@akse.org  or mail, 

Fax or hand deliver to the synagogue office. 

 
Have you been to the  

 website recently? 
 
 
 
  

www.akse.org 

 
 

 Updated daily with current info  
and news for you! 

Did you know?  
 

UTILIZING GIFT CARDS FROM AKSE 
RAISES MONEY FOR OUR SYNAGOGUE 
AT NO COST AND WITHOUT  
INCONVENIENCE TO YOU.  
 

SUPERMARKETS AND 
WALGREENS 
 

PLEASE CALL AKSE OFFICE  
302-762-2705 FOR DETAILS 
 

http://www.akse.org

